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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE conclusion of the first general divi- 
sion of this work^ naturally invites a 
pause^ and a review of what has been ac- 
complished. In tracing the progress and 
the decline of so many nations^ and once 
powerfiil empires^ that now exist only in the 
page of history^ it is impossible not to in- 
dulge in a variety of reflections^ e<|ually in- 
teresting to the moralist^ the philosopher 
and the politician. like the fate of indivi- 
duals^ some of the nations that have fallen 
ttnder notice^ have had a short, some a mo- 
derate, and some a protracted existence. 
Their fortunes too have been as different as 
their duration: a few have filled the world 
with the fame of their exploits, others have 
Walked in a middle path, or acted a subor- 
dinate part, while a vast proportion are re- 
membered by little more than their names. 
All, however, whether long or short their 
destiny, whether biilliant or ignoble their 
career, have at last been resolved into their 
original principles, or absorbed in the gene- 
ral mass of beiuff, under new titles^ distinc- 
tions, ^nd modifications. 
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Vm ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Assyrians, the Babylonians, the 
Egyptians, the ancient Persians, and the 
Macedonians, either successively held the 
sceptre of empire, or were distinguished 
from the other nations of the earth, by the 
splendors of conquest, or the refinements of 
civilization. Sometimes, like counter-cur- 
rents in the ocean, two or more nations 
have been engaged in conflict for superiori- 
ty ; sometimes one has carried all before it, 
and stood unrivalled and alone : the tide 
of empire, indeed, has ebbed and flowed 
with irregular force, occasionally over- 
whelming whole regions, while it has de- 
serted others i hnt Jie preceding wave of 
power, however formidable, has always 
been swallowed up by a succeeding one still 
greater ; and a few vestiges of ancient na- 
tions, which time has not been able to ef- 
face, alone convey to the evidence of our 
senses, a confirmation of what the pen of 
history has handed down to us concerning 
their fortunes. 

Greece and Rome, with all their glory in 
arts and in arms, could not withstand the 
combined effects of years and natural 
causes; and posterity will unquestionably 
have occasion to make similar remarks, in 
regard to kingdoms and states which are 
now flourishing in full vigour, and chal- 
lenging the admiration of the world. 

Of all the people of antiquity, perhaps 
the Jews preserve their original language 
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ftnd mstitutioDs in the greatest purity^ 
tlKMigh they have long ceased to have a lo- 
<)al habitation ; and from their unerring re^ 
eords; we have derived the most raloabl^ 
information respecting contimioos and con- 
temporary nations; yet^ in addition tQ 
whatever has been left us^ both by sacred 
and profane historians^ whose works haive 
been accessible to oar predecessors^ we have 
endeavoured to obtain new lights fix>m the 
stores of Oriental and Egjrptian literature^ 
which modern diligence and research have 
happily developed. It should be observedj 
Jiowever, that the Hindoos^ not only ce- 
maining an unmixed nation^ but also re- 
taining most of their pristine usages^ and 
though frequently subji^ated^ still occupy- 
ing the country that first produced them, 
it was judged expedient to give a connected 
history of India, from the earliest existing 
records to the present time. The intelligent 
reader, indeed, will perceive, that on a va- 
riety of occasions we have already had re- 
(K)urse to its literary monuments, but these 
will be more particularly unfolded in some 
of the subsequent vcdumes. 

The lines between Ancient and Modern 
History, like thosei^hich separate the diffe- 
rent classes of animated and vegetable na- 
ture, are often undefined and obscure ; but 
provided no portion of our design is neglect- 
ed, it matters little under what head it is 
placed. Yet it may not be amiss to remark. 
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3t ADTERTISEMENT. 

that we have carried on the history of every 
distinct nation till its power and its name 
were merged in another^ or till some extra- , 
ordinary revolution took place, which alter- 
ed its original constitution, and obliterated 
its native character. For instance, the his- 
tories of Greece, of Carthage, and of Egypt, 
are detailed till they became provinces to aJl- 
conquering Rome ; and, on the other hand, 
the Roman affairs are continued not only to 
the termination of the Western Empire, 
which forms a frequent but imperfect con- 
clusion, but to the extinction of the East- 
ern Empire by the Turks. 

The Christian aera, indeed, which chro-» 
nologers generally use as the boundary be- 
tween ancient and modern times, can never 
be adopted by the historian without mani- 
fest coniiision. It is always requisite to 
come to some precise and well-marked 
epoch in the history of each particular na- 
tion, that the mind may' repose on it with 
satisfaction, and the judgment review it 
with distinctness. This we mention rather 
to explain what we consider to be our legiti- 
mate province, than to obviate apparent ob- 
jections. 

Hitherto our success has been most flat- 
tering ; but instead of presuming on public 
favour for what we have aheady performed, 
we feel ourselves only stimulated to new ex- 
ertions, that we may confirm the partiality 
we have gained. New prospects open to 
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ADVERTISEMENT. t||^ Xl 

our view, and new facilities of execution 
present themselves^ as we approach the pe- 
rix>d of authentic narration. The mists 
which obscure transactions long past, and the 
fabulous traditions in which they are involv- 
ed, will perplex our path no more, or only 
in a smaller degree ; and though it is usual ' 
for prejudice to warp the native Jiistorian, as 
general reviewers and recorders of humim 
affairs, we hope to steer free from its bane- 
ful influence. In order to accompli^ this 
the more effectually, we mean to postpone 
the accounts of France and Great Britain to 
a distant part of our work. Recent events, 
in which men are either agents or sufierers, 
are apt to dazzle and confound ; but when 
time has blunted the edge of feeling, and 
the judgment has COTrected the illusions of 
the brain, and the errors of the heart, it is 
less difficuh to think and write with impar- 
tiality, and to find the public ready to listen 
to the decisions of truth. Farther, we do 
not feel it necessary to pledge ourselves to 
any specific arrangement ; except that our 
concluding volume is intended to be wholly 
devoted to various chronological and bio- 
graphical tables, essentially requisite for the 
illustration of the subject of our undertak- 
ing, and.to the construction of a copious 
and luininou3 index. 
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MODERN HISTOEY. 

CHAPTER I. 

. THE ARABS. 

'fTTE are now entering upon a new and more 
^^ interestingperiod of history, in which the 
aspect of the universe is changed. The aspiring 
genius of the Arabian Prophet grasped at univer- 
sal empire : and the standard of this enthusiastic 
conqueror, and the banners of his successors, the 
Arabs, became powerful, and extended their do- 
minion in Asia, Africa, and even into Europe. 

THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

The character of no person, celebrated in his- 
tory, has ,been contemplated in more different 
lights than that of Mohammed, the legislator of 
the Arabs. By sdme writers, he has been repre- 
sented as an ignorant impostor, and a man of 
the most dissc^ute morals. Others have not 
scrupled to pronounce him one of the most emi- 
nent legislators that ever appeared in the world. 
While, however, we admit that Mohammed had 
great talents, we must acknowledge, that, as in 
all other men, a mixture of good and bad quali- 
ties was conspicuous in his character. 

According to eastern writers, Mohammed de- 
scended in a direct line from Ishmael, the son of 
Abraham, but by more modem historians this 
fact has been doubted 2 if, however, the first 
steps of the pedigree be obscure, it is certain, he 

Vol. X. B 
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3 THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

could refer to many generations of pure and 
genuine aobifity. He sprung frcNn the tribe of 
Koreish, and the family of Hashem, the most 
illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of Mecca* 
and tHb hereditary guardians of the Caatxu 
The grand&ther of Mohammed was Abdol Mo- 
talleb, the son of Hashem, a wealthy and gene- 
rous citizen, who relieved the distresses of Canine, 
with the supplies of commerce. Mecca, which 
had bpen fed by the liberality of the &ther, was 
saved by the courage of the son. The kingdom 
of Yemen was subject to the Christian princes 'of 
Abyssinia ; their vassal Abrahah was provoked 
by an insult, to avenge the honour of the cross, 
and the holy city was invested by a train of ele- 
phants and an army of Africans. A treaty was 
proposed ; and in the first audience the grands 
father of Mohammed demanded the restitution 
of his cattle. ^ And why," said Abrahah, " do 
you not rather implore my clemency in fovour 
of your temple, which I have threatened to de- 
stroy V' " Because,**^ replied the hero, " the cattle 
is my own, the Caaba belongs to the gods, and 
they will defend their house fi^m injury and sa- 
crilege." The -Abyssinians were compelled to 
make a disgraceful retreat, and the deliverance 
of Mecca was long commemorated by the xra 
of the elephant. The glory of Abdol Motalleb 
was crowned with domestic happiness, and he 
became the fatlierof six daughters and thirteen 
sons. His best beloved son Abdallah, the most 
beautiful of the AraWan youth, mamed Amina ; 
^ from these sprung Mohammed, who was 
569. ^"^ ^^ Mecca, two months after the de- 
feat of the Abyssinians. In his early 
infancy, he was deprived of his ^ther, mother. 
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•YBE LItE OF UOBAMltSD* 3 

.and gran^Mie^ ; kis undes were strong and 
numerous) and in the ^^skm of the inheritance 
the oiphan's share was redtieed to five camels, 
and an Ethiopian maid-8ervabt« Abu Talehy 
the most respectable of his Uncles, was the guide 
and guardian of his youth ; in hi» twenty^fth 
year he married Cadijah, a rich and noble wi- 
dow of Mecca. By this aUiaace the son of Ab- 
dallah was restored to the stadon of his ances* 
tors, and in the fortieth year of his age, he 
assinned the title <^ a prc^^t, and proclaimed 
the religion of the Koran. 
- Mohammed was distinguished for the beauty 
of his person : before he spoke, the orator, l^ 
Inspersoiftil accomplishments, engaged on hn 
iside the affections of his audience^ They ap^ 
plauded his commanding presence, his majestic 
aspect, his piercing eye, his gracious smile, his 
^wing beard, his countenance, thi^ painted 
«yery sensation of his soul, and his gestures that 
enforced each expression oi the tongue. In the 
iuniliar offices of life, he scrupulously adhered 
to the grave and ceremonious pofiteness of his 
country ; his attention to the rich vras dignified 
by his condescension to the poorest citizens <^ 
Mecca : the frankness of his manner concealed 
the artifice of his views ; and the hatnts of cour- 
tesy were imputed to perscHial friendship, or 
universal benevolence. His memory was reten-' 
tive, his wit easy, his imagination sublime, his 
judgmoit clear and decisive. He possessed tlie 
courage both of thought and action ; and the first 
idea which he entertained of his divine mission 
bears the stamp of an original and superior ge- 
nius. But, with all the powers of eloquence, Mo- 
bammed was an illiterate baii)arian $ his youth 
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4 THE LlfE-OF MOHAMMEO. 

had never been instructed m the artsof readios 
and writing. The common ignorance, however, 
exempted him from shame or reproach ; but lie 
was deprived of those &ithful mirrors^ which re- 
flect to our mind the minds of sages and heroes : 
yet the book of nature and of man was open to 
his view. In his youth he had made two joumies 
to the fairs of Bostra and Dama3cus : in these 
excursions the eye of genius might discern some 
objects invisible to his grosser companions ; 
' some s^eds of knowledge might be cast upon a 
fruitful soil : but his prospect does not appear 
to have extended beyond the limits of the Ara- 
■bian world. From every region of that solitary 
.countiy> the pilgrims at Mecca were ampiually 
.assembled, by the calls of devotion and com- 
•inerce : in the free intercourse of multitudes, a 
simple citizen, in his native tongue, might study 
the political state and character of the tribes, 
the theory and practice of the Jews and Chris- 
tians. Conversation enriches the understandings 
but solitude is the school of genius ; and the 
uniformity of a work denotes the hand of a 
single artist. From his earliest youth, Moham-* 
med was addicted to religious contemplation : 
each year during the month Ramadan, he with- 
drew from the world, and from the arms of Ca- 
dijah ; and in the cave of Hera, three miles 
from Mecca, he laid the plans of his future 
conduct. 

Mohammed, pretending that his grand article 
of faith, the unity of the divine nature, was 
violated by the rest of the world, by Christiana 
and Jews, as well as by professed idolaters, 
resolved to make an attempt to rescue the worid 
from the ignorance and superstition in which it 
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^pras inyolyed. As a previous step, he thought 
It necessary to convert his household* Having^ 
therefore, retired with his fiunily to a cave in 
-!MouBt Hera, he (^ned the secret of his mis- 
Bion to his wife, and acquainted her, that the 
angel Gabriel had just appeared to him, and 
told him, that he was appointed the apostle of 
God. 

Our prophet was about forty years of age 
ipirlien he began to set up for a refimner, whidi 
-is usually called the year of his mission. He 
«oon made proselytes of those under his own 
roof, and then he iq>plied himself with equal 
success to his unde Abu Beer, a man oi very 
considerable authority, and whose interest was 
of great service to him. 

Abu Beer, by his examf^ and ii^luence, 
gained Mohammed a considerable number of 
IHt>8ely tes ; on which account the pro{^et gave 
him the surname of Al Seddik, sign^ing the 
Jmthful vdineaB. For the space of three years, 
during which term he pretended to have re- 
ceived frequent revelations, the apostle <Mily in- 
structed lus votaries in private ; being under 
some apprehensions of the resentment of the 
Koreish ; the bulk of which tribe did by no 
means fovour his undertaking. However, Abu 
Beer persisted in his fidelity, and, having form^ 
ed a sufiBcient party to support him, Mohammed 
made his mission no longer a secret, but declared 
that God had commanckd him to admcmish his 
near relations. To do this with more conve- 
nience, and a better prospect of success, he di- 
rected Ali, his cousin, whom, from his infancy^ 
he had taken under his protection, to prepare an 
entertainment, and invite the sons aiKl descca- 
B 2 
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6 THE LIFE OF MOHAHMES* 

dants of Abd'al Motalleb ; intending then to 
open his mind to them. At a second invitation) 
Mohammed made the following speech : — ^*^ I 
4cnow no man among the Arabs who can pro- 
pose to his relations any- thing more excellent 
than what I now do to you : in the name of 
God, I offer yoii felicity for this world, and for 
that which is to come.'- All of them hesitating, 
Ali arose, and vehemently exclsdmed, ^ O pro- 
phet of God, I will be thy servant, and destroy 
those who dare to oppose thee." Upon this de^ 
claration Mohammed embmced Ali, and com- 
manded the persons present to obey him, as his 
deputy, and as one whom he appointed his suc- 
cessor. From this time Mohammed began to 
preach in public to the people ; some of whom 
heard him with patience, but the majority be- 
came his avowed enemies, which led his uncle 
to endeavour to dissuade him from his project : 
but Mohammed was not to be intimidated ; he 
declared, that if the sun was set against him on 
his right hand, and the moon on his left, he 
would not leave off his enterprize. He continu- , 
ed to discharge his apostolic functions with the 
greatest assiduity, which drew upon him and 
his followers the persecution of the Koreish 
tribe, who entered into a written covenant against 
them ; so that it was no longer safe for them to 
remain at Mecca. They fled by night into 
Ethiopia, to the number of about one « hundred 
persons, besides children. By the king of that 
country they were protected, which so incensed 
the-Koreish, that they resolved, if pos^ble, to 
exterminate the new religion, which seemed to 
be making progress among the Arabs. Moham- 
med himself found protection with his uncle at 
Mecca^ though he was often assailed by the 
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most 'vkdent attacks. In the tenth year of hit 
nussion, Mf^axnmed told Abu Takb that God 
had manifestly shewn his disapprobatioa o£ the 
ooTcnuit entered into by the Koreish, by sending 
a worm to eat out every woitl of the instnimenl^ 
except the name of God. Of this sccident he 
had probably received some prirate notioey for 
Aba Taieb went immediately to the Koieish» 
and» having acquainted them with it» ofiered» if 
it proved felse, to. deliver his nqphew up to 
them ; but, in case it were true, he 8tipulated» 
that they should lay aside their animosity. The 
writing was examined, Mohammed's pretenuoos 
as a {Mtvphet were recognised) and the league d^ 
cbred void. 

Soon af^r this menK»abIe event Mohammed 
lost his uncle, and in less than a month after the 
death of this his great benefibctor and patron, 
his wile Cadijah died, in the sixty-fifth year of 
herag& Two such unfortunate events could 
not but prove extremely pcejudicial to the pro* 
phet's affiiirs. For which reason, this year is 
called by the Mohammedans the year of mourn- 
ing. TheKcHeidi again began to harass the 
pn^het and his friends, so that he was obliged 
to seek shelter at Tae^ about sixty miles east of 
Mecca, where he was, for a while, kindly enter* 
tained ; but, at length, the lower orders of the 
people rose against him, and oMiged him to re» 
turn to Mecca. 

This repulse greatly discouraged the new con» 
verts, but the pn^het continued to preach bold- 
ly at the public assemblies of the pilgrims, who 
resorted to Mecca, against idolatry, though, by 
so dcNQ^ he exposed hirlife to danger. A con- 
sfiracy was formed against him, which was re- 
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vealed by a spy, and flight was' the only^' resource 
of Mohammed. At dead of night, accompani- 
ed by his friend Abu Beer, he escaped from his 
house : the assassins watched at tiie door, but 
were deceived by the figure of AM. Three days 
they were concealed in a cave about a les^^ue 
from Mecca, and were supplied secretly with 
food. The Koreish explored every haunt about 
the city ; they even arrived at the entrance oi 
the cavern ; but the deceit of a spider's web^ 
and pigeon's nest, led them to believe the place 
was solitary and inviolate. ** We are only two," 
Baid the trembling Abu Beer. ** There is a 
thh^," replied the prophet, ^ it is God himsel£» 
No sooner was the pursuit abated, than the two 
lugitives issued from the rock, mounted their ca- 
mels, and made their retreat to Medina. The 
^ ^ flight of the prophet from Mecca to Me- 
.^.j^ * dina has fixed the memorable «ra of the 
He^ra, which, after the lapse of twelve 
t:enturies, sdll discriminafies the Imar years of 
the Mohammedan nations.' 

The religion of the Koran might have perish- 
ed in its cradle, had not Medina embraced with 
faith and reverence the holy outcasts of Mecca. 
Some of the noblest citizens of Medina had, in 
^ pilgrimage to the Caaba, been converted by 
the preaching of Mc^ammed, and, on their r&> 
turn, had diligently diffosed the belief of God 
and his prophet : a new alliance was ratified by 
their deputies in two secret and nocturnal inter- 
views, on a hill in the suburbs of Mecca. Se- 
venty-three men and two women of Medina 
lield a solemn conference with Mohammed, and 
pledged themselves to each other by ^ mutual 
oath of fidelity. They promised to receive him 
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as a oooftderatef to obey hint as a teade 
defend liim as they would their wi^^ anc 
dren. .^ Bat," said they, "« if you lie n 
to your country, will you not abandon 
«< AH things," replied the {Mophet, ^ an 
common between us; your blood ik i 
blood ; your rain as mine : I am your i 
and the enemy of your foes." ^ But, if ^ 
killed in your service, what will be our ren 
^ Paradise," replied Mohanmied. ^ S 
iforth thy hand*" He stretched it out, am 
reiterated the oath of allegiance and fi 
Their treaty was ratified by the people 
vnanimously embraced the profession of 1 
they rejoiced in the exile of the apostle, bu 
trembled for his safety, and impatiently ^ 
his arrival. Sixteen days afbr his flight 
Mecca, he arrived at Medina, and made a 
lie and splendid entrance into the city* M( 
med was mounted on a camel, an un 
shaded his head, and a turban was unfurk 
fore him as a standard* 

From his establishment at Medina, Mi 
med assumed the exercise of the regal m 
cerdotal office ; and it was deemed impious 
peal from a judge whose decrees were ini 
by divine wisdom* A small porticHi of gi 
the patrimony of two orphans, was obtains 
^i£t or purchase : on that chosen spot he 
an house and a mosque, more venerable 
the temples and palaces of the Assyrian a 
His seal of gold was inscribed with the a 
-lie title : when he prayed and preached i 
weekly assembly, be leaned against a tru 
a palm-tree ; and it was long before he ihd 
him^lf in the use of a chair or pulpit of 
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trober. -A^ta reign of isdx yeatu, fifteen hun* 
•dred Mussuimen, in arms and in the field, renew- 
ed their oath of allegiance ; and, in return, their 
chief promised the assurance of his protecti<ui. 
It was in the same camp that the deputy of 
Mecca was astonished by the attention of the 
£uthful to the words and looks of the prophet* 
^ I have seen," said he, ^< the Chosroes of Persia, 
and the Cxsars of Rome, but never did I behold 
a king among his subjects, like Mohammed 
among his companions." The devout fervour 
of enthusiasm acts with more energy and truth 
than the cold servility of courts* 

Mohammed, in the exercise of his mission, 
had been despoiled and banished by the injus- 
tice of his countrymen* The choice of an in- 
dependent people had exalted the fugitive of 
Mecca to the rank of a sovereign, and he was 
invested with the prerogative of forming alli- 
ances and making war* The means of persua- 
sbn had been tried, the season of forbearance 
was elapsed ; the prophet assumed a fiercer and 
more sanguinary tone* He declared that he 
was now enjoined to propagate his religion by 
the sword, to destroy the monuments of idola- 
try, and to pursue the unbelieving nations of the 
earth* The option of friendship, or submission, 
or battle, was proposed to the enemies of Mo- 
hammed* If they professed the creed of Islami 
they were admitted to all the temporal and spi- 
ritual benefits of his primitive disciples, and 
marched under the same banner, to extend the 
religion which they had embraced* In the first 
months of his reign, he practised the lessons of 
holy warfare, and displayed his white banner 
before the gates of Medina* He fought in per* 
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ma at nine battles, and fifty enterprues of war 
\reTe »:liieved in ten years, by himself and offi- 
ce's. The distribution of tiie ^xmI was regu* 
kited by a divine law ; the whole was fiuthrally 
collected in one mass : a fifth of the gold and 
silver, the {Hrisoners and cattle, the moveables 
and immoveables, was reserved by the prophet 
for {Mous and charitable uses ; the remainder 
was shared in adequate portions, by the scrfdiers 
who had obtained the victory : the rewards of 
the slain devc^ved to their widows and orphans ; 
and the increase of cavalry was encounqged by 
the allotment of a double share to the horse and 
the man. From all sides, the roving Arabs were 
allured to the standard of religion and founder : 
the apostles sanctified the license of embracing 
the female captives as their wives, or concu- 
bines ; and the enjoyment of wesdth and beauty 
was a feeble type of the joys of paradise prepa- 
red for the valiant martyrs of the kith. ** The 
sword," says Mohammed, " is the key of hea- 
ven, and of hell : a drop of blood shed in the 
cause of God, a night, spent in arms, is of more 
avail than two months of fasting and prayer : 
whosoever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven ; 
at the- day of judgment his wounds sl^ be 
resplendent as vermilion, and odoriferous as 
musk ; and the loss of his limbs shall be sup* 
plied by the wings of angels and cherulnms." 
The intreiH4 souls of the Arabs were fired with 
enthusiasm ; the picture of the invisible world 
was strongly pmnted on their imaginations; and 
the death which they had always despised, now 
became an object of hqpe and desire. The first 
companions of Mohammed advanced to battle 
with a fearless confidence ; they believed in the 
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doctrine of absolate predestination ; where th»« 
is no chance, there can be no danger ; they were 
safe and invulnerable amidst the darts of the 
«iemy« 

The sacred band of Mohammed consisted of 
three hundred and thirteen ; of whcmi seventy- 
seven were fugitives, and the rest auxiliaries t 
they mounted by turns a train of seventy camels, 
for such was the poverty of his first disciples, 
that only two could appear on horseback in the 
field* In the famous vale of fieder, three sta- 
tions from Medina, he was informed by his 
scouts, of the caravan that approached on one 
side, and of a troop of Koreish, nearly a thou- 
sand strong, on the othen. After a short de- 
bate, he sacrificed the prospect of wealth to the 
pursuit of glory and revenge. A slight en- 
trenchment was formed to cover his troops, and 
a stream of fresh and limpid water glided the 
valley. «.0 God !'* he exclaimed, as the Ko- 
reish descended from the hills, if these are de- 
stroyed, by whom wilt thou be worshipped on 
earth ? — Courage, my children, close your ranks^ 
discharge your arrows, and the day is your 
own." At these words he placed himself with 
Abu Beer on a throne or pulpit, and demanded 
the succour of Gabriel and three thousand an- 
gels. His eye was fixed on the field of battle, 
the Mussulmen fainted, and were pressed : in 
that decisive moment the prophet stated from 
the throne, mounted his horse, and cast a hand- 
fill of sand into the air, crying out, ^ let their 
fittes be covered with confusion." Both armies 
heard the thunder of his voice ; their fancy be- 
held the angelic warriors : the Koreish trem- 
bled and Red ; seventy of the bravest were slain, 
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^nd se^fpitj captives adorned the. first victory of 
the &ithfiil. The rich caravan of Abu Sophian 
ira» overtaken by the Mussulmen, pluoderedf 
and the spoil divided. Public and private re^ 
se&tment for the loss stimulated Abu Sophian 
to cdlect a body of three thousand men ; his 
wife Henda, with fifteen matrons fitim Mecca, 
incessantly sounded their timbrels to adimate 
their troops, and to minify the jp^eatness ci 
Ebbal, the most popular deity of the Caaba. 
The standard of Mohammed was upheld by 
nine hundred and fifty believers. The second 
battle was fought six miles north of Medina c 
the Koreish advanced in the form of a crescent* 
The troops of Mohammed were skilfully posted 
on the declivity of a hill ; their rear was guard* 
-ed by a detachment of fifty archers. Disorder 
said disobedience invaded the ranks of the Mus- 
sfilmen ; while the intrepid general of the ido- 
laters wounded the prophet, and exclaimed that 
Mohammed was slain ! But, in the midst of tu- 
mult and dismay, he lived to reproach the infi- 
dels witii the intended murder of a prophet, and 
blessed the fiiendly hand that staunched his 
blood, and conveyed him to a place of safety. 
Seventy martyrs died for the sins of the people ; 
they fell, said the apostle, in pairs, each brother 
embracing his lifeless companion : their bodies 
were mangled by the inhuman females of Mecca, 
. and the wife of Abu Sophian tasted the entrails 
of Hamza, the uncle of Mohammed. The 
Mussulmen soon rallied in the field, and the 
Koreish wanted courage to lay siege to Medma. 
In the ensuing year it was attacked by an army 
of ten thousand enemies : the prudence of Mo- 
hammed declined a general engagement; the 
Vol. X. € 
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talour of All was signalized in ^igle combat $ 
and the war was protracted twenty days, till the 
final separation of the confederates* A tempest 
of wind and hail overturned their tents ; and the 
Koreish, deserted by their allies, no longer hop- 
ed to subvert the throne, or check the conquest* 
of their invincible exile* 

Thte chcnce of Jerusalem for the first kebla of 
prayer discovers the early propensity of Mo- 
hammed, in fevour of the Jews. Their obsti- 
nacy converted his friendship into hatred, with 
which he pursued that unfortunate people to the 
last moment of his life* In the double charac- 
ter of an apostle and conqueror, his persecution 
was extended to both worlds. The Kainoka 
dwelt at Medina, under the protection of the 
city : he seized the occasiofi of an accidental 
tumult, and summoned them to embrace his' re- 
ligion, or contend with him in battle. " Alas !" 
replied the trembling Jews, *♦ we are ignorant 
of the use of arms, but we persevere in the 
fidth and worship of our fathers ; why wilt thou 
i-educe us to the necessity of self-defence ?" The 
unequal conflict was terminated in fifteen days : 
Mohammed spared the lives of his captives, 
but confiscated their riches, and seized their 
arms. The Nadhirites were more guilty, since 
they conspired to assassinate the prophet. He 
besieged their castle, three miles from Medina, 
but their resolute defence obtained an honour- 
able capitulation : but the Jews at Koraidha 
surrendei'ed at discretion. They trusted to the 
intercession of their old allies at Medina ; they 
could not be ignorant that fenatacism obliterates 
the feelings of humanity.. A venerable Welder, 
to whose judgment they appealed, pronounccil 
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4iie sentence of death : seven hundred Jews were 
ciragged in chains to the martLct-pkce of the 
-city i they descended alive into the grave pre* 
pared for- their execution and burial ; and the 
apostle beheld with an inflexible eye the slaugh- 
ter of his hdpless enemies. Six days journey 
to the north-east of Medina, the ancient town 
-of Chaibar,wasthe seat of the Jewish power in 
Arabia ; the territory was covered with planta- 
tions and cattle, and protected by eight castles, 
some of which were esteemed impregnable* 
The forc^ of Mohammed consisted d two hun- 
;dred horse and fourteen hundred foot : in the 
succession of eight regular and painful sieges 
they were exposed to danger and £Eitigue, and 
" hunger ; and the most undaunted chiefs despair- 
ed ctf" the event. The apostle revived their cou- 
ta^ by the example of Ali, on whom he be- 
stowed the surname of the Lion <^ God* Chai- 
bar submitted ; the chief was tortured, in the 
presence of Mohammed, to force a confession 
of his hidden treasure : the industry of the shep- 
herds was nswaixled with a precarious tolera- 
.tion ; they were permitted to improve their pa- 
trimony for their own emdument, and that of 
the conqu^or^ Under the reign of Omar, the 
Jews of Chaibar were transplanted to Syria; 
and the caliph alleged the injunction of his 
dying master, that one and the tnie religion 
should be professed in his native land of Arahia* 
Five.times each day were the eyes of Moham- 
jned turned towards Mecca, and he was urged 
by the most powerful motives to revisit, as a 
conqueror, the city and the temple from whence 
he had been driven as an exile. The Caaba was 
j>resent to his waking and sleeping fancy, an 
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idle dream wais translated * into Tiaon and pro^ 
phecy ; he unfurled the holy banner, and a mitfi 
promise of success too hastily dropped from the 
lips of the apostle. His tttarch ftx>m Mecfina to 
Mecca displayed the solemn pomp of a pilgrim- 
age ; seventy camels bedecked the sacrifice, and 
preceded the van ; the sacred territory was ft- 
«pected, and the captives were dismissed vritb- 
out rahsom, to proclaim his clemency and devo- 
tion. Nb sooner did Mohammed come withih 
a day's journey of the city, than he exclaimed, 
" they have clothed themselves with the skins ef 
tygers !" The numbers and resolution of the 
Koreish opposed his pitjgt-ess ; and the rovitt^ 
Arabs of the desert might desert or betray a 
leader whom they had fblldwed for the hopes of 
iipoil. The prophet ct^Rcluded a truce with tte 
-Koreish for tten years, and stipulated only m 
» the humble privilege 6f entering the dty as a 
•friend, and of remaining three days, to accom* 
plish tiie rites of the pilgrimage. Shame and 
sorrow attended the retreat of the Mussulmen^ 
and they were ready to accuse the failure of a 
prophet, Who had so often appealed to the evi- 
dence of success. The feith and hope of tiife 
pilgrims were l*ekindled by the prospects of 
Mecca ; their swords were sheathed ; seven times 
in the footsteps of the apostie they encompassed 
Uie Caaba ; the Koreish had ret^*ed to tiie bins, 
titid Mohammed, after the customary sacrifice, 
leVacUated the tity dii the fourtii day. The 
people Were edfited by his devotion ; the hos- 
tile chiefs wei^ awed, or divided, or seduced ; 
lihd both Claled and AraitK:e, the future con- 
querors of Syria and Egypt, deserted the sii^- 
^g cause of idolatry. Tl^ power of Mohanv 
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sned was increased by the submission of the 
Arabian tribes ; ten thousand soldiers were as- 
sembled for the conquest of Mecca, and the 
idolaters were easily convicted of violating the 
truce. Enthusiasm and discipline impelled the 
mardi, and preserved the secret, till the blaze 
^f ten thousand fires proclaimed to the asto- 
nished Koreish the design, the approach, and 
the irresistible force of the enemy. Abu So- 
phian presented to the conqueror the keys of 
the city, observing that the son of Abdallah 
had acquired a mighty kingdom, and confes^d 
that he was the apostle of the true God. Mo- 
hammed, instead c^ indulging his revenge, and 
that of his followers, forgave and united the 
factious of Mecca. His troops marched into the 
city, and the chiefs of the Koreish were pros- 
trate at his feet. " What mercy c^ you expect 
from the man whom you have wronged?"— 
" We confide in the generosity of our kinsman." * 
-— ^ Ai\d you shall not confide in vain : begone ! 
you are safe ; you are free." The people of Mecca 
deserved their pardon by adopting the profession 
of Islam ; and, after an exile of seven years, 
the fugitive missionary was enthroned, as the 
prince and prophet of his native country. Three 
hundred and axty idols of the Caaba were igno- 
miniously broken ; the House t>f God was puri- 
£ed and adcffned ; the apostle fulfilled the du- 
ties of a pilgrim, as an example to future ages ; 
and a law was enacted, that no unbeliever should 
dare to set his foot on the territory of the holy 
city. 

The conquest of Mecca determined the faith 
and obedience of the Arabian tribes, but an 
g^tinate remnant still adhered to the religion 
C 2 
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and liberty of their ancestors, and a wair of Ste* 
nain derived a proper appellation from the wto*^ 
ti<hich Mohammed had vowed to destroy, and 
ivhich the confederates of Tayef had sworn to 
defend. Four thousand pagans advanced with 
secrecy to surprise the conqueror ; they pitied 
and despised the negligence of the Koi^ish, biit 
depended on the aid of those who had lately 
bowed beneath the yoke of their enemy. The 
banners of Medina and Mecca were displayed 
by the prophet. Twelve thousand Muasulmen 
entertained a rash presumption of their invinci- 
ble strength : they descended, Mdthout precau- 
tion, into the valley of Honain ; their mrmbers 
Were oppressed ; their discipline confound^ ; 
their courage was appalled by the archers of 
the (^oiifeders^tes ; while the Koreish smiled at 
their impending destruction. The prophet, on 
his white mule, was encompassed by enemies ; 
he attempted to rush again^ their spears, in 
seM*ch of a glorious death ; ten of his Mthfbl 
ticjjjfiipanions interposed their weapons and their 
breasts : three of these fell dead at his feet* 
^' X3^my brethren," he cried with sorrow and in- 
dignation, '^ I am the son of Abdsdlah, I ana 
th« aposfle of truth ! O man, stand fast in the 
faith ! O God, send down thy succoUr I" His 
uncle, Abbas, made the valley resound with the 
recital of the gifts and promises of God ; tlie 
flying Mussulmen returned from all sides to the 
holy standard ; and Mohammed observed, with 
pleasure, that the furnace was again rekindled : 
his example restored the battle, and he animated 
his victorious troops to inHict a merciless revenge 
on the authors of their shame. From the field 
of Honain he marched, without delay, to the 
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me^eof Taf^, dx^ miles to the south-east tif 
Mecca* A friendly tribe, instructed in the art 
c^ warfere, supplied him with a train of bat* 
termg rams, militarp^ engines, and with a body of 
five hundred artificers. Afiter, however, a uege 
of twenty days, the pn^het was forced to sousd 
a retreat, affecting to pray for the repentance 
and safety of the unftielieving city. The spoil 
of this unfortunate •expedition was immense : 
to compensi^ the loss of a tribe who had fought 
atHomdn, and who redeemed their prisoners 
by the sacrifice of their idols, he resigned to tl)^ 
soldiers his fifth part of the plunder, instead 
c^ chastising the disaiPection of tiie Korei^ he 
endeavoured to secure their attachm^it, fay a 
superior measure of Uberality* To their kaderv 
Abu Sqphiali, he|yresented three hundred ca- 
jonels, and twenty ounces of «lver ; and by these 
means, 'Mecca was sincerely converted to the 
profitafate religion of the Koran. 

Some deputies from Tayef, dreading the repe- 
tttiofi of the dege, followed the prof^et, suing ' 
for a tmce of three years, with the toleration 
of their ancient worship. " Not a mcmth, not 
an hour," replied Mohammed. << Excuse us, at 
least, frxjtn the obligation of prayer."—" With- 
out prayer,* religion is of no avail." They sub- 
mitted in silence ; their temples were demolish- 
ed ; and the same sentence of destruction was 
executed on idl the idols of Arabia. His lieu- 
tenants, on the shores of the« Red Sea, the 
Ocean, and the gulf of Persia, were saluted by 
ti^ acclamation of a feithful people ; and the 
ambassadors ^ho knelt before ike throne of 
Medina were as numerous, says the Arabian 
^verb, as the dates which fall from ^ p^t^ 
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turity of a palm-tree. The natipn subimtted 
. to God and the sceptre of Mohammed, and one 
hundred and fourteen thousand Mussulmen ac* 
companied the last pilgrimage of tlie apostle. 

When Heraclius, a Roman emperor, returned 
in triumph from the Persian war, he entertained 
one of the ambassadors of Mohammed; which the 
real Arabians have supposed was the secret cause 
of the conversionof the Chdstian emperor. But 
the friendship of Heraclius and Mohammed was 
of short continuance ; the new religion had en- 
^uned the rapacious spirit of the Saracens, and 
the murder of an envoy, afforded a decent pre- 
tence for invading the territory of Palestine* 
The holy banner was entrusted to Leid, ^and* 
on the event of his^ decease, Iaa£iir and Abdallah. 
were substituted to the command ; and if the 
three should perish in the war, the troops were 
authorised to elect their own general* The 
three leaders were slain in the battle of Muta, 
the first military action which tried the valour 
of the Mussulmen against a foreign enemy. Ldd 
fell in the foremost ranks : the death of laa&r 
was heroic and memorable ; he lost his right 
hand, and shifted his standard to the left ; thc^ 
left was severed from his body ; he embraced 
the standard with the bleeding stumps, till he 
was transfixed to the ground, with fifty lionour- 
able wounds. ^< Advance," cried Abdallah, 
who stepped into the vacant place, ^' advance 
with confidence ; either victory or paradise is 
our own/' The lance of the Roman decided the 
alternative ; but the falling standard was res- 
cued by Caled, the proselyte of Mecca : and nine 
swords were broken in his hand. He was chosen 
to the command ; his skilful evolutions secured 
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iTOtory orFCtreat to tfie S a r atcn s ; and Caled m 
t«enowiied Bmong his brethren and enemies, at 
Hmc twordof^tod. In the polpit, Mohammed 
described, with -prophetic rapture, the crowns of 
like bieteed martTrs, but in private he betrayed 
Ae feeling of human nature ; he was surprised 
as he wept over the daughter of Leid. ** What 
^o I see !" said an astonished votary. ^ Yo« 
see," rq>lied the apostie, ^ a friend deploring 
die loss o( his most fiuthful friend/' After the 
conq^iest of Mecca, the sovereign of Andna de- 
dared war against the Romans : his followers 
^K>efe discouraged ; tiiey alleged the want of no^ 
ney, or horsra, or provisions ; the season of 
tervest, and the intic^eral^e beat of the sum* 
mer. ^ Hed is much hotter," said the indignant 
prophet. He disdained to compel their service ; 
but, on his return, he admonished the most guil- 
ty by an excommunication of fifty days. The 
desertion of the Ruthless enhanced the merit of 
those who devoted their lives and fortunes, and 
Molmramed displayed his banner at the hod of 
tfikly thousacnd tro(^>s. Painful indeed was the 
<Kstres8 of the march ; ten men rode by turns 
on the same camel, and they were reduced to the 
Itomeful necessity of drinking the water from 
the beily of that usefrd animal. In the midway, 
between MecMna and Damascus, they reposed 
near the grove and fountain of Tabac. Beyond 
^at place Mohammed dedhied the prosecution 
of the war ; but the active Caled spread terror 
roitnd his name, and the prophet received the 
submission of the tribes and cities, from the £u<- 
phrates to Aiiah, at the head of the Red Sea« 
To his Christiaoi subjedts Mohammed granted 
«ecinity, ^edmn, and tlie toleration of tlieir 
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worship* They were unable to oppose his ambi* 
tk)n ; and it was the interest of the conqueror to 
propose a &ir capitulation, to the most powerful 
religion of the earth. 

Till the age of sixty-three years, the strength 
of Mohammed was fully equal to the fatigues 
of his mission. During four years his health 
declined.; his infirmities increased ; bUthis mor* 
tal disease was a fever of fourteen days, which 
deprived him, by intervals, of the use of reason. 
As soon as he was conscious of his danger, he 
edified his brethren by the humiUty of his vir- 
tue or penitence. " If there be any man," said ' 
the apostle from the pulpit, " whom I have un- 
" justly scourged, I submit my own back to the 
" lash of retaliation. Have I aspersed the repu- 
" tation of a Mussulman ? let him proclaim my 
*' faults in the face of the congregation. Has 
^^ any one been despoiled of his goods ? the littk 
^ that I possess shall compensate the principal 
" and interest of the debt." — ^^ Yes," replied a 
voice from the crowd, " I am entitled >to three 
" drachms of silver." Mohammed heard the 
complaint, satisfied the demand,^ and thanked 
his creditor for accusing Jbim in this world, t&* 
ther than at the day of judgment. He beheld 
with temperate firmness the approach of 
^ ^' death ; enfranchised his slaves ; gave oV- 
Jul%, ^^" respecting his funeral ; and bestow- 
ed a blessing on his weeping friends. 
Till the third day before his death, he regularly 
performed the function of prayer ; the choice of 
Abu Beer to supply his place, appeared to mark 
that ancient and faithful friend, as the successor 
to his office ; but he declined a more explicit 
iiominatioik At a moment when bis faculties 
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were ^sibly impaired, he called for pen and ink 
to write, or rather to dictate, a divine book, the 
sum and accomplishment of all his revelations : 
a dispute arose in his chamber, whether he 
riioald be allowed to supersede the authority of 
the Koran ; and the prophet was forced to re- 
prove the indecent vehemence of his disciples. 
He had asserted, that the angel of death was 
Dot allowed to ts^e his soul, till he had respect- 
flilly asked the permission of the prophet. The 
, request was granted, and Mohammed fell into 
the agony of dissolution ; he ^nted with the 
iiolence of pain, but, recovering his spirits a 
little, he raised his eyes toward the roof of the 
house, and, with a steady look, though a fal- 
tering voice, uttered the last broken, though 
articulate words : ** O God !.«««.pardon my sms. 
.•...•Yes..«...I come«**.among my fellow-citizens 
on high ;" and in this manner he peaceably ex- 
(Mred, on a carpet spread upon the floor* 

An expedition for the conquest of Syria was 
stopped by this mournful event : the army halt- 
ed at the gates of Medina, and the chiefs were 
assembled round their dying master. The city, 
but especially the house of the prophet, was a 
scene of clamorous sorrow or silent despair : fe- 
naticism alone could suggest a ray of hope and 
consolation. They expected his speedy return, 
and that, like Moses and Jesus, he was wrapt in 
a holy trance. The evidence of sense was dis- 
regarded, and Omar, unsheathing his scimitar, 
threatened to strike off the heads of the infidels, 
who should dare to affirm that the prophet was 
no more. The tumult was appeased by the 
weight and moderation of Abu Beer. " Is it 
" Mohammed," said he to Omar, and the mul-r 
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titudC) ^^ or the God of Mohammed, whom y^x^ 
*< worship ? The God of Mohammed liveth fojp 
^ «ver ; but the apostle was a mortal like our* 
" pelves, and, according to his own prediction, 
^ he has experienced the conunon fiite of morta*. 
" lity." He was interred on the same spot oi| 
which he expired ; Medina has been sanctified 
hj the death and burial of Mohammed; and 
the innumerable pilgrims of Mecca often turn 
aside from the way, to bow in voluntary devo- 
tion before the simple tomb of the prophet. 

In contemplating the charac^r of Moham-* 
med, we behold him endowed with a pious and 
contemplative disposition* When marriage had 
raised him above the pressure of want, he avoid- 
ed the paths of ambition and avaiice ; and, tML 
th^ age of forty, he lived in innocence, and 
mthout any marked distinction. The unity of 
God is an idea congenial to nature and reason, 
and a conversation with the Jews and Christiana 
would teach him to despise and detest the ido- 
latry of Mecca. He felt it a duty, therefore, 
to warn his country of its errors. The energy 
of a mind incessantly bent on the same objeci 
would convert a general obligation into a parti- 
cular call ; the warm suggestions of the fancy 
would be felt as the inspirations of heaven ; the 
labour of thought would expire in rapture and 
vision ; and the inward sensation, the invisible 
monitor, would be described with the form and 
attributes of an angel of God* The original 
motives of .Mohammed were probably pure, but 
human missionaries are seldom capable of che* 
riahing unbelievers : in the bosom of Moham- 
med, the pa^icms of pride and revenge were 
kindled ; he sighed for the destruction of the 
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ffeb^s, wlKHn in his heart he had coadeiniied* 
The injustice of Mecca, and the choice of Medi- 
na, transformed the citizen into a prince ; the 
kumhie preacher into a leader of armies. In the 
exercise of political government, he employed 
even the vices of mankind as the instruments of 
their salvation. The vse of fraud and perfidy, 
of crueky and injustice, were often subservient 
in his hands to the prqM^tion of the &ith. Of 
lus last years, am^tiim was the ruling passion j 
and it is possiUe that he, the victorious impos- 
tor, secretly »niled at the enthusiasm of his 
3routh, and the credulity of his proselytes. 

The good sense of Mohammed despised the 
pomp of royalty ; the apostle of God submitted 
to the menial offices of the &mily : he kindled 
the fire, swept the flocn*, milked the ewes, and 
mended with his own hands his shoes, and wool- 
en garment. Disdaining the penance and merit 
of an hermit, he observed, without vanity, the 
abstemious diet o£ an Arab and a soldier. On 
sdemn occasions he feasted his companions with 
rustic hos}Mtality; but in domestic life, many 
weeks would elapse, without a fire being kindled 
on the hearth of the prophet. The interdiction 
of wine was confirmed by his example ; he de- 
lighted in the taste of milk and honey, but his 
ordinary food consisted of dates and water. Per- 
&imes and women were the two sensual enjoy- 
ments which his nature required, and his religi- 
on did not forbid : he affirmed, that the fervour 
oS his devotion was increased by 'these innocent 
pleasures. The heat of the climate inflames 
the bkxxl of the Arabs ; their inccmtinence was 
regulated by the civil and religious laws of the 
Koran. The licence of polygamy was reduced 
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to four legitimate wives or concubines ; their 
rights of bed and dowry were equitably deter- 
mined ; the freedom of divorce was discouraged^ 
adultery was condemned as a capital offence, and 
fornication was punished with an hundred stripes. 
Such were the precepts of the legislator, who 
himself freely indulged the appetites of a man. 
A special revelation dispensed him from the laws 
which he had imposed on the nation ; he es- 
poused fifteen or seventeen wives ; eleven occu- 
pied their separate apartments at Medina, round 
the house of the apostle, who, by turns, enjoy- 
ed the favour of his society. They were all wi- 
dows, excepting only Ayesha, the daughter of 
Abu Beer, whose youth and beauty gave her a 
superior ascendant ; she was beloved and tmsted 
by the prophet ; and, after his death, the daugh- 
ter of Abu Beer was long revered as the mother 
of the faithful. Her behaviour had been ambi- 
guous and indiscreet : the temper of Moham- 
med was inclined to jealousy, but a divine reve- 
lation assured him of her innocence ; he chas- 
tised her accusers, and published a law, by which 
no woman should be condemned unless four 
male witnesses had seen her in the act of adul- 
tery. The prophet has been accused, with great 
justice, of many atrocious acts of incontinence, 
from which he usually obtained ftill absolution, 
by the mouth of the angel Gabriel. While Ca- 
dijah, his first wife, was alive, his fidelity to the 
marriage connection was the most exemplary. 
During the whole twenty-four years, he abstain- 
ed from the right of polygamy, and the pride or 
tenderness of the venerable matron was never 
insulted by the society of a rival. After her 
deatli, he placed her in the rank of four perfect 
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iromen, with the ^ter of Mooes, the mother of 
Jesus, and Fatima, the best beloved of his 
daughters. ^ Was she not old ?" said Ayesha, 
mrith the insolence of a biooming beauty, ^ has 
not God given you a better m her place ?"— -i 
^^ No," said Mohanuned, with an efiusion of ho- 
nest gratitude, " there never can be a better ! 
** She believed in me, when men despbed me ; 
" she relieved my wants, when I was poor and 
^ persecuted by the world." 

Ndither the virgin Ayesha, nor his ten wi- 
dows, gave to the prophet any children, and of 
die eight which he had by Caihjah, Fatima was 
the only one who survived her &ther ; she b^ 
came the vdfe of Ali, and the mother of an illus- 
trious progeny. The merit and misfortunes of 
Ali and his descendants will very properly lead, 
in this place, to some account of the series of 
the Saracen caliphs, a title which describes the 
commanders of the &ithful, as the vicars and 
successors of the pretended apostle of God. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Emfm'e <fthe Araba^ tinder the CaUfiha* 



'T'HE birth, altisoice, and character of Ali might 
•*• justify his claim to the vacant throne of Ara- 
bia. The son of Abu Taleb ^vas, in his own 
right, the chief of the ikmily of Hasheni) and 
the hereditary guardian and prince of the citf 
and temple of Mecca. He united the qttaHfica-* 
tions of a poet, a soldier, and a ssdnt ; his wisdonn 
still breathes in a collection of religious and mo- 
ral sayings. From the first hour of his mis»ioa 
to the last rites of his funeral, the apostle never 
was forsaken by a generous friend, whom he de- 
lighted to name as his brother ; but the dying 
b'ed' of Mohammed was besieged by the art^ 
Ayesha, the daughter of Abn Beer, and the ene- 
my of Ali. 

The silence and death of the prophet restored 
the liberty of the people, and his companions 
convened an assembly, to deliberate on the 
choice of his successor. The hereditary claim and 
lofty spirit of Ali were offensive to an aristocra- 
cy of elders ; the Koreish could never be recon- 
ciled to the proud pre-enunence of the line of 
Hashem ; the ancient discord of the tribes was 
rekindled ; ihejiigitives of Mecca, and the auai^ 
Maries of Medina, asserted their respective merits, 
and the rash proposal of chusing two independ- 
ent caliphs would have crushed, in their in&ncy, 
the religion and the empire of the Saracens. 
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The tumult was appeased by Omar, who de- 
clared himself the first subject of the mild and 
venerable Abu Beer; at the same time OHifisssing 
£t>m the pulpit, that if any Mussulman should 
hereafter presume to anticipate the suffrage of 
his brethren, both the elector and dected would 
be worthy of death. After the simile inaugura- 
tion of Abu Beer, he was obeyed in Medina, 
Mecca, and the provinces of Arabia : the Has- 
hemites alone declined the oath of fidelity ; and 
their chie^ in his own house, maintained, above 
six months, a sullen and independent reserve* 
The death of Fatima, and the decline of his 
party, subdued the indignant spirit of Ali ; he 
condescended to salute the commander of the 
figdthful, accepting his excuse of the necessity of 
preventing their common enemies, and wisely 
rejected his courteous offer, of atxiicating the 
government of the Aral^ans. After a reign of 
two years, the aged caliph was summcoied by 
the angel of death. He be<^eathed the sceptre 
to the firm smd intrepid virtue ^f Omar. <^ I 
** have no occasion," said the modest candidate, 
** for the place."—'" But the place has occasion 
** fi>r you," replied Abu Beer, who expired with 
a fervent prayer, that the God of Mohammed 
would ratify his choice, and direct the Mussul- 
men in the way of concord and obedience. The 
prayer was not ineftectual^ since Ali himself 
paid every attenticxi and respect to the superior 
worth and dignity of his rival, who comforted 
him for the loss c^ empire by the most .flatter- 
ing mai^ of confidence and esteem. In the 
twelfth year of his reign, Omar received a mor- 
tal wound from the hand of an assassin, and 
was succeeded by Othman, the secretary of Mo- 
D 2 
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hammed ; nor was it till afiter the third cal^hj 
twenty-four years after the death of the pro- 
phet, that Afi was mvested, by the popular 
choice, with the regal and sacerdotal office* 
The maimers of the Arabians retsuned their 
primitive simplicity, and the son, Abu Tal^>, 
de^)i6ed the pomp and vanity of this world* 
At the hour of prayer he repaii^ to the mosque 
of Medina, clothed in a thin cotton gown, a 
coarse turban on his head, his slippers in one 
hand, and his bow in the other, instead of a 
walking-staff. The companions of the putofrfiet, 
and the chie£i of the tribes, saluted th^r new- 
sovereign, and gave him their right hands as a 
sign of fealty and sdlegiance. ^ 

The mischiefs that flow from the contests of 
ambition are usually confined to the times and 
countries in which they have been agitated; 
but the religious discord of the friends and ene- 
mies of Ali has been renewed in every age of 
the Hegira, and is sdll maintained in the im- 
mortal hatred of the Persians and Turiis. The 
former, who are branded with the appellation of 
sectaries^ maintain that if Mohammed be the 
apostle, his companion Ali is the vicar, of God. 
They bitterly execrate the three usurpers who 
intercepted his indefea^bie right to the dignity 
of caliph ; and the name of Omar expresses, in 
their tongue, the perfect accomplishment of 
wickedness and impiety. The Sonmtesy who are 
supported by the generd consent jokI orthodox 
tradition of the Mussulmen, entertain a more 
decent opinion. They respect the memory of 
Abu Beer, Omar, Othman, and Ali, the holy 
and legitimate successors of the prophet ; but 
they assign the last place to the husband of 
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Fadma, in die pomtaskm that the order of suc- 
cession was determined by the degrees of sane* 
tity. 

A life much devoted to contemplation had 
not cMUed the nuutial activity of Ali ; but, in 
mature age, he sometimes betrayed the rashness 
and indiscretion of youth. He neglected to 
secure the allegiance of Telha and Zobeir, two 
of the most powerful Arabian chiefs. They 
escaped from Mechna to Mecca, and from thence 
to Basso^ ereded the standard of revolt, and 
usurped the gov^nment of Assyria, which they 
had vamJy solicited as the reward of their sen* 
▼ices. They were accompanied by Ayesha, the 
widow of th# preset, who cherished an imfda* 
ci^e hatred against the husband and posterity 
of Fatama. The most reasonable Mussulmen 
were scandalized, that the mother of the fidthfiil 
should expose her person and character in the 
camp ; but the superstitious crowd was confix 
dent that her presence would sanctify and assure 
the success of their cause. At the head of 
neariy thirty thousand loyal Arabs, and valiant 
auxiliaries, the caliphs encountered and defeated 
the superior numbers of the rebels, under the 
waUsofBassora. Their leaders^ Telha and Zo- 
bdr, were slam in tl^ first battle that stained with 
dvil blood the arms of the Mussulmen. After 
pasmng through the ranks, to animate the troops, 
Aye^a had chosen her post amidst the dangers 
of the field. In the heat of battle, seventy men, 
who held the bridle of her came}, were successive- 
ly killed or wounded, and the cage or litter in 
which she sat was stuck>with javelins and darts, 
like the quills of a porcupine. After this vic- 
tory, which was styled the day of the camel, 
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All marched against a more formidaUe adver* 
sarjr, Moawi3rah, the son of Abu Sophian, who 
had assumed the title of caliph, and whose claim 
was supported by the forces of Syria and the 
interest of the house of Ommiyah. From the 
passage of Thapsacus, the plain Siffin extends 
along the western bank of the Euphrates. On 
this spacious and level theatre, the two comped* 
tors waged a desultory war of one hundred and 
ten days. In the course of ninety actions, the 
loss of Ali was estimated at twenty-five, that of 
Moawiyah at forty-five, thousand soldiers. In 
this sanguinary contest, the lawful caliph dis- 
played a superior character of valour and hu- 
manity. He generously proposed to save the 
blood of the Mohammedans by single combat ; 
but his trembling rival declined the challenge, as 
a sentence of inevitaUe death. The ranks of the 
Syrians were broken by the charge of the hero,, 
and as often as he smc^e a rebel, he shouted the 
Allah Acbar, " God is victorious ;" and in the 
tumult of a nocturnal battle, he was heard to 
repeat four hundred times that tremendous ex- 
clamation. The prince of Damascus already 
meditated his flight, but the certainty of victory 
was snatched from the grasp of Ali, by the dis- 
obedience and enthusiasm of his troops. Their 
conscience was awed by the solemn appeal to 
the Koran, which Moawiyah exposed on the 
foremost lances ; and Ali was compelled to 
yield to a disgraceful truce, and an insidious 
<;ompromise. He retreated with sorrow and 
disgrace to Cufa; his party was discouraged; 
the distant provinces of Persia, Yemen, and 
Egypt, were subdued or seduced by his crafty 
rival. In the temple of Mecca three enthusiasts 
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discoiined of the diaorden of the chvrefa and 
state ; they aooa agreed that the deaths of All, 
Moawif ah, and Amrou, the yteetoj of Egyptf 
would restore die peace and unity of religion* 
Eaeh of the assassins chose his victim, poisoned 
^8 dagger, devoted his life, and secretly repair- 
ed to die scene of action. The first mi^ook 
the person of Amrou, and stabbed the deputy 
who occupied his seat ; the prince of Damascus 
was dangerously hurt by the second ; and the 
lawfiil numarch received a mortal wound from 
the hand of the third. He expired in the sixty- 
tfakxi year of his age, and recommended to bis 
children, that they iiR>uld dispatch the murderer 
by a ^gle strd&e. The sepulchre of Ali was 
conceal^ &om the tyrants of the house of Om* 
miyah ; but, in the fourth age of the Hegim, a 
tocnb, a temple, anda city arose near the ruins 
of Cufiu Many thousands of the Shiites rqxMC 
in holy ground, at the feet of the vicar of God ; 
and the desert is enlivoted by the numerous and 
awiual visits of the Persians, who esteem their 
devotion not less meritorious thim the pilgrimage 
of Mecca* 

In the reign of Moawiyah, the persecutors of 
Mohammed usurped the ii^eritance of his chil-* 
^ren, and the champions of idolatry became the 
heads of his religion and empire. The opposi« 
tion of Abu Sophian had been^ fierce and obsti- 
nate ; his oHUversion was tardy and reluctant ; 
hb new £aath was fortified by necessity, and inte- 
rest ; he served, he fought, and perhaps believ- 
ed ; and the mns of the time of his ignorance 
were expiated 1^ the recent merits of the family 
of Ommiyah. Moawiyah, the son of Abu So- 
phian, was <%ntfied, in hisearly youdi, with the 
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title of secretary to the prophet ; by Omar he 
was entrusted with, the government of Syria, 
over which he presided forty years. Without 
renouncing the fame of valour, he affected th& 
reputation of humanity : a grateful people was 
attached to their benefactor, and the victorious 
Moslems were enriched with the spoils of Cyprus 
and Rhodes. The sacred duty of pursuing the 
assassins of Otkman was the aigine and pre- 
tence of his amtxtion. The bloody shirt of the 
martyr was exposed in the mosque of Damascus, 
and sixty thousand Syrians were engaged in his 
service, by an oath of fidelity and revenge. Am- 
rou, the conqueror of Egypt, was saluted the 
new monarch ; the policy of Moawiyah eluded 
the valour of his rival, and, after the death of Ali, 
he negociated the abdication of his son Hassan, 
who retired to an humble cell near the tomb of 
his grandfather. The Aspiring wishes of the ca- 
liph were finally crowned by the important change 
of an elective, to an hereditary kingdom. Four 
citizens of Medina only refused the oath of fide- 
Uty ; but the designs of Moawiyah were con- 
ducted with vigour and address, and his son Ye- 
zid, a feeble and dissolute youth, was proclaim- 
ed the commander of the faithful, and the suc- 
cessor of the apostle of God. 

A ^imiliar story is related of the benevolence 
of one of the sons of Ali. In serving at table, 
a slave had inadvertently dropt a dish of scald- 
ing broth on his master ; the heedless wretch 
fell prostrate to deprecate his punishment, and 
repeated a verse in the Koran ; — ^*' Paradise is 
" for those who command their anger :" — ^^ I 
" am not angry :" — " and for those who pardon 
^ offences :"— " I pardon your offence ;"— « and 
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** for those who return good for e^l :"— " I give 
you your liberty and four hundred jMeces of 
silver." With an equal measure of piety, Ho- 
s^eiDy the younger brother of Hassan, inherited 
a remnant of his Other's sjurit, and served with 
lionour against the Christians, at the siege of 
Constantinople. The primogeniture of the line 
of Hashem, and the holy character of the grand- 
son of the apostle, had centered in his person ; 
and he was at liberty to prosecute his claim 
against Yezid, the tyrant of Damascus, whose 
vices he despised, and whose title he never de- 
signed to acknowledge. A list was secretly 
transmitted from Cufa to Medina, of one hun- 
dred and forty thousand Mohammedans, who 
professed their attachment to his cause, and who 
were eager to draw their swords, so soon as he 
should appear on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Against the advice of his wisest friends, he re- 
solved to trust his person and family in the 
hands of a perfidious people. Hosein, in a 
conference with the chief of the enemy, pro- 
posed the option of three honourable condi- 
tions : that he should be allowed to I'etum to 
Medina, or be stationed in the fW>ntier garrison 
against the Turks, or safely conducted to the 
presence of Yezid. But the commands of the 
Meutenant were absolute, and Hosein learnt that 
he must either submit as a dipjive, and as cri- 
minal to the commander of the &ithful, or ex- 
pect the consequences of a rebellion. ^ Do you 
think," replied he," to terrify me with death ?'■ 
And, during the short respite of a night, he 
prepared to encounter his fate. He checked the 
lamentations of his sister Fatima, who deplored 
the impending ruin of his house. " Our trust," 
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said Hosein, ^is iti God alone* All diki|^, 
^ both in heaven and earth, iBust pemh and re* 
^ turn to their creator. My biother, my ^Oher, 
** my mother, were better than I ; and everjr 
^ Mussulman has an example in the prof^iet*'* 
He pressed his friends to consult their safety by 
flight ; diey unanimously refiised to desert or 
Bimdve their master, and their courage was for- 
tified by a fervettt prayer, and the assurance of 
paradise. On the morning of the fatal day he 
mounted on liorseback, witJ^ his sword drawn in 
one hand, and the Koran in the other ; his ge- 
nerous martyrs consisted only of tiiirty-two 
horse and forty foot : but their flanks and rear 
were secured by the tent ropes, and by a de^ 
trench, which they had filled with lighted fag>- 
gots. The enemy advanced with reluctance ; ai^ 
one of their chie& deserted, with thirty followers, 
in order to claim the partnership of inevitable 
death. In every close onset, or «ngle combat, 
the despair of the Fatimites was invincible ; but 
the surrounding multitudes galled them from 
a distance with a cloud of arrows, and the horses 
and men were successively slain : a truce was 
idlowed on both sides for the hour of prayer ; 
and the battle at length expired, by the death 
of the last of the companions of Uosein* Alone, 
weary, and wounded, he seated himself at the 
door of his tent. As he was tasting a drop of 
water, he was pierced in the mouth with a dart, 
and his son and nephew, two beautiful youths, 
were killed in his arms. He lifted his hands to 
heaven, they were full of blood, and he uttered a 
funeral prayer both for the living and the dead. 
In a transport of despsdr his sister issued from 
the tent,, and adjured the general of the Cassiana 
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that he would not suffer Hosein to be murdered 
before hh eyes ; a tear trickled down his venera- 
ble beard, and the boldest of his soldiers fell back 
on every side, as the dyuig hero threw himaelf 
among them. The remorseless Shamer, a name 
detested by the £cdthful, reproached their cow- 
ardice ; and the grandson gE Mohammed was 
slain with three-and-thiriy strokes of lances and 
swords. After they had trampled on his body, 
they carried his head to the castle of Cu&, and 
the inhuman Obeidallah struck him on the 
mouth with a cane. ^ Alas i" exclaimed an aged 
Mussulman, ^ on these lips have I seen the lips 
of the apostle of God !" In a distant age and cli- 
mate the tragic scene of the death of Hosein will 
awaken the sympathy of the cdd reader. On 
^e annual festival of his martyrdom, in the de- 
vout pilgrimage to his sepulchre, his Persian vo- 
taries abandon their souls to the religious frenzy 
of sorrow and indignation. 

When the sisters and children of Ali were 
brought in chains to the throne' of Damascus, 
the caliph was advised" to extirpate the enmity 
of a pqpular and hostile race, whom he had 
injured beyond the hope of reconciliation. Ye- 
zid preferred the counsels of mercy, and the. 
mourning ^unily was dismissed, to mingle their 
tears with their kindred of Medina. The glory 
of martyrdom superseded the rights of primo- 
geniture, and the » twelve Imans, or pontiffs of 
the Peraan creed, artf Ali, Hosein, and the li- 
neal descendants of Hosein, to the ninth gene- 
ration. Without arms, or treasures, or subjects, 
they successively enjoyed the veneration of the 
people, and provoked the jealousy of the reign- 
ing caliphs ; their tombs at Mecca, or Medina^, 
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are still visited by the devotion of their stcU 
Their names were often the pretence of sedition 
and civil war; but these royal saints despised 
the pomp of the world, submitted to the will o£ 
God, and the injustice of man, and devoted their 
innocent lives to the study and practice of reli- 
gion. The twelfth and last of the Imans, con- 
spicuous by the title of Mahadiy or the guide, 
surpassed Uie sc^tude and sanctity of his prede- 
cessors. He ccMicealed himself in a cavern near 
Bagdad ; and, the time and place of his death 
being unknown, his votaries pretend that he still 
lives, and will appear before the day of judg- 
ment, and overthrow the. tyranny of Dejal, or 
the Anti-christ.* In the lapse of two or three 
centuries, the posterity of Abb^, the uncle of 
Mohammed, had multiplied to the number of 
thirty-three thousand : the race of Ali might 
be equally prolific ; the meanest individual was 
above the first and ^atest of princes ; and 
the most eminent were supposed to excel the 
perfections of angels : but their adverse fortune, 
and the wide extent of tiie Mussulman empire, 
allowed an ample scope for every bold and art- 
ful impostor, who claimed affinity with the holy 
seed ; the sceptre of the Almoades in Spain and 
Africa ; of the f atimites in Egypt and Syria ; 
of the Sultans of Yemen ; and of the Sophis of 
Persia, has been consecrated by this vague and 
ambiguous title. Under their i^igns, it might 
be dangerous to dispute the legitimacy t)f their 

* The name of Anticbr'ut may appear ridiculous, but 
the Mahometans have liberally borrowed from every re- 
ligion. In the royal stable of Ispahan two horses were al- 
ways kept saddled ; one for the Mahadi himself, the other 
for his lieutenant, Jesus, the ion of Mary. 
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birth. One of the . Fatimite calij^B ulenced 
an indiscreet question by drawing his .scimi- 
tar : " This," said Moez, ". is my pedigree ; 
and these," casting an handful of gold to his 
soldiers, ^< are my kindred and my children." 
In the various conditions of princes, or doc* 
tors, or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a 
swarm of the genuine or fic^tioua desc^idants 
cf Mohammed and Ali, is honoured with the 
appellation of sheiks, or sheriffs, or emirs* In 
the Ottoman empire, they are distinguished by 
a green turban ; receiye a stipend from the ti^ea- 
sury; are judged only by their chief; and, 
however delMS^ by fortune and character, still 
assert the proud pre-eminence of their birth* 
A&mily ^f three hundred persons, the pure 
and orthodox branch of the caliph Hassan, is 
preserved, without taint or susfHcion, in the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina, and still retains, 
after the revolutions of twelve centuries, the 
custody of the temple, and the sovereignty of 
their native land. The&me and merit of Mo.* 
banmied would ennoble a plebeiai\ race, and 
Uie ancient blood of the Koreish transcends the 
recent majes^ of the kings of the earth* 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the Mohammedan ReUgion. 

T^EFORE we put an end to this part of gup 
■■^ history, we must give somo account of 
the religion which Mohammed founded, and of 
the peculiar sentiments which he established. 
The creed of Mohammed is free from suspicion 
or ambiguity, and the Koran is a full testimony 
to the unity of God. The prophet of Mecca 
rejected tlie worship of idols and men, of stars 
and planets. In the Author of the universe, his 
rational enthusiasm confessed and adored an infi* 
nite and eternal Being, without form or place, 
without equal or similitude, present to our most 
secret thoughts, existing by the necessity of his 
own nature, and deriving from himself aU moral 
and intellectual perfection. These sublime truths 
are firmly held by his discijdes, and defined 
with great precision by the interpreters of the 
Koran. The first pnnciple of reason and reve- 
lation was confirmed by the voice of Moham* 
med ; his pjroselvtes, from India to Morocco, 
are distinguished oy the name of Unitarians^ and 
the danger of idolatry has been prevented by 
the interdiction of images. The doctrine of 
eternal decrees and absolute predestination is 
strictly embraced by the Mohammedans. 

The God of Nature has written his existence 
on all his works, and his law in the heart of 
man. To restore the knowledge of the one, and 
the practice of the other, has been the real or 
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{Attended aim of the prophets of every age : 
the liberaUty of Mohammed allowed to his pre* 
decessors the same credit which he claimed for 
himself; and the chain of inspiration was pro- 
longed from the fall of Adam to the promulga- 
tion of the Koran. The authority and station 
of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Christ, and 
Mohammed, rise in just gradations^ above each 
cither ; but whosoever hates or rejects any one of 
the iHt>phets, is numbered with the infidels. The 
miraculous history of Moses is consecrated and 
embellished in the Koran. For the divine Author 
cf Christianity, the Mohammedans are taught by 
the prophet to entertain an high and mysterious 
reverence ; yet Jesus was a mere mortal, and, at 
the day of judgment, his testimony will serve to 
condemn both the Jews, who reject his preten* 
«ons to the character of a prophet, and the 
Christians, who pay him religious worship. The 
malice of his enemies aspersed his reputation, 
and conspired against his life ; but their inten- 
tion was only guilty, a phantom or « criminal 
was substituted on the cross, and the innocent 
saint was translated to the seventh heaven* Dur- 
ing six hundred years the gospel was the way 
of truth and salvation, but the Christians forgot 
the laws and example of thei( founder. The 
piety of Moses, andof Chri^, rejoiced in the as- 
surance of a future prophet, more illustrious than 
themselves; the evangelic promise of the Holy 
Spirit was prefigured in the name, and accom- 
plished in the person, of Mohammed, the great- 
est and last of the apostles of God. 

With respect to the Koran, the prophet was 
content with the simple character of an editor : 
according to himself and his disciples, that work 
E2 
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is uncreated and eternal, inscribed with a pen of 
light on the table of his everlasting decrees* A. 
paper copy, in a volume of silk and gems, was 
brought down to the lowest heaven by the an- 
gel Gabriel. Instead of a perpetual and perfect 
measure of the divine will, the fragments of the 
Koran vrore produced at the discretion of Mo- 
hammed ; each revelation is suited to the emer- 
gencies of his policy or passions. The word of 
God, and of the apostle, was diligently recorded 
by his disciples on palm-leaves, and the shoulder- 
bones of mutton ; and the pages, without order 
or connection, were cast into a domestic chest, 
in the custody of one of his wives. Two years 
after the death of Mohammed, the sacred vo- 
lume was collected, and published, by his friend 
and successor, Abu Beer : tiie work was revbed 
by the caliph Othman, in the thirtieth year of 
the Hegira. In the spirit of enthusiasm, or va- 
nity, the prophet rests the truth of his mission 
on the merit of his book, and audaciously chal- 
lenges both men and angels to imitate the beau- 
ties of a single page ; and presumes to assert, 
that God alone could dictate this incomparable 
performance. This argument is most power- 
fully addressed to a devout Arabian, whose 
ignorance is incapable of comparing the pro- 
ductions of human genius. The harmony and 
copiousness of style will not, in a version, reach 
the European infidel. The divine attributes 
exalt the fancy of the Arabian missionary ; but 
his loftiest strains must yield to the sublime sim- 
plicity of the book of Job, composed in a remote 
age, in the same country, and the same lan- 
guage. At the end of two hundred years, the 
Sorma^ or oral lawj was fixed and consecrated by 
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the labours of Al Bochari, who discriminated 
the genuine traditions from those of a more 
doubtful or spurious character. Each day the 
pious author prayed in the temple of Mecca ; 
the pages were successively deposited on the 
pulpit, and the sepulchre of the apostle^ and the 
work, has been approved by the four orthodox 
sects of the Sonnites. 

The mission of Moses and. of Jesus had been 
confirmed by inany splendid prodigies; and 
Mohammed was repeatedly urged, by the inha- 
bitants of Mecca and Medina, to produce simi- 
lar evidence of his divine legation. As often as 
he was pressed by the demands of the Koreish, 
he involved himself in the obscure boast of vi- 
sion and prophecy, appealing to the internal 
proofe of his doctrine, and shielding himself be- 
hind the providence of God, who refused signs 
and wonckrs that would depreciate the merit of 
fidth, and aggravate the guilt of infidelity. The 
votaries of Mohammed are more fully assured 
than himself of his miraculous gifts, and their 
a)nfidence and credulity increase, as they are 
ferther removed from the time and place of his 
spiritual exploits. They believe, or affirm, that 
trees went forth to meet him ; that^ he was sa- 
luted by stones ; that water gushed fix>m his 
fingers ; that he fed the hungry, cured the sick, 
and raised the dead; that a beam groaned to 
him ; that a camel complained to him ; that a 
shoulder of mutton informed him of its being 
poisoned ; and that both animate and inanimate 
nature were equally subject to the apostle of 
God. 

The precepts of Mohammed inculcate simple 
and rational piety : prayer, fasting, and alms, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44 * MOHAMMEDAN RELIGION. 

are the religious duties of a Mussulman ; and 
he is encouraged to hope, that prayer will carry 
him half way to God ; fasting will bring him 
to the door of his palace ; and alms wiU gain 
him admittance. At first his disciples were en- 
joined to the performance of fifty prayers every 
day. By the advice of Moses he applied for an 
alleviadon of that intolerable burthen : the num- 
ber was gradusdly reduced to five ; at day-break, 
at noon, in the afternoon^ i(L the evening, and 
at the first watch of the nrght. Cleanliness is 
the key of prayer : the frequent lustration of 
the hands, the £sicp, and the body, is solemnly 
enjoined by the Koran ; and a permission is 
formally granted to supply with sand the scarcity 
of water. The words and attitudes of supplica- 
tion, as it is performed either sitting or standing, 
or prostrate on the ground, are prescribed by 
custom or authority ; but the prayer is poured 
forth in short and fervent ejaculations. Among 
the priests, who reject the use of images, it has 
been found necessary to restrain - the wander- 
ings of fancy, by directing the thought to SLkebla, 
or visible point of the horizon. The prophet 
was, at first, inclined to gratify the Jews by the 
choice of Jerusalem, but he finally determined 
upon the temple of Mecca, to which the Mo- 
hammedans turn their eyes five times every day ; 
their prayers are offered indifferently, in their 
chamber or in the street. Friday is tlje day in 
each week which is set apart for public worship. 
The Mohammedan religion is destitute of priest- 
hood or sacrifice, and the spirit of fanaticism 
looks down with contempt on the ministers and 
slaves of superstition. The voluntary penance 
of ascetics was o(fious to a prophet, who cen- 
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sored in his companions a rash vow of abstaining 
from flesh, and women, and sleep : he allowed 
no monks in his religion : yet he instituted a 
&st of thirty days in every year, during which, 
from the rising to the setting of the sun, on each 
day, the Mussulman abstains from eating and 
drinking, and women, and baths, and perfumes ; 
from all nourishment that can restore his 
strength ; frt>m all pleasure that can gratify his 
senses* The use of wine b completely inter* 
dieted. The charity ^(^ the Mohammedans des- 
cends to the animal creation ; and the Koran in- 
culcates, as an indispensable duty, the relief of 
the indigent and unfortunate. ; the Mussulman 
must bestow a tenth of his revenue in acts of 
benevolence ; and, if his conscience accuse him 
of fraud or extortion, the tenth is enlarged to a 
fifth* Benevolence is die foundation of justice, 
since we are forbid to injure those whom we are 
bound to assist. A prophet may reveal the se- 
crets of heaven, and of futurity, but in his mo- 
ral precepts he can only repeat the lessons of ouf 
own hearts* 

The articles of faith, and practical duties of 
Idam, are guarded by rewards and punishments; 
the expectation of the Mussulman is devoutly 
fixed on the event of the judgment and the last 
day. On the omnipotence of the Creator, Mo- 
hammed and his followers rely, whose word can 
reanimate the breathless clay, and collect the 
innumerable atoms that no longer retain their 
fi)rm or subststoce. The reunion of the soul 
and body will be followed by the final judgment 
of mankind. The doom of the infidels is com- 
mon ; the measure of their guilt and punishment 
ii determined by the degree of evidence which 
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they have rejected, and by tke magnitade of tho 
errors which they have entertained* The eter^ 
nal mansions of the Christians, Jews, and idola- 
ters, are sunk below each other in the abyss, and 
the lowest hell is reserved for the faithkss hypo- 
crites, who have assumed the mask of religion* 
After the greater part of mankind has been 
coxtdemned for their opinions, th€ true believers 
will be judged by their actions. The good and 
evil of each Mussulman will be accurately weigh- 
ed in a real or allegoric£d balance, and a singu- 
lar mode of compensation will be allowed for 
the payment of injuries : the aggressor will re- 
fund an equivalent of his own good actions, for 
the benefit of the person whom he has wronged ; 
and, if he should be destitute of any moral 
property, the weight of his sins will be loaded 
with an adequate share of the demerits of the 
sufferer* According as the shares of guilt or 
virtue shall preponderate, the sentence will be 
pronounced, and all, without distinction, will 
pass over -the sharp and perilous bridge of thci 
abyss ; but the innocent, treading in the foot^ 
steps of Mohammed, will gloriously enter Ihe 
gates of Paradise, while the guilty will fall into 
the first and mildest of the seven hells* The. 
term of expiation will vary from nine hundred: 
to seven thousand years ; but all the disciples of 
the true faith shall be saved from eternal dam« 
nation. Seventy-two Houris, or black-eyed girls, 
of resplendent beauty, blooming youth, virgin pu- 
rity, and exquisite sensibility, will be created for 
the meanest believer; a moment of pleasure will 
be prolonged to a thousand years, and his facu)^ 
ties will be increased an hundred fold, to render 
Urn worthy of his felicity* Nevertheless} the joys 
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of the Mc^ammedan paradise will not be con» 
fined to the indulgence of luxury and appetite : 
and the prophet has expressly declared, that all 
meaner happiness will be forgotten and desjused 
l»y the sunts and martyrs, who shall be admitted 
to the beatitude of the divine vision. 

Such are the leading traits of the Koran : 
the talents of the prophet are entitled to our 
af^lause, and his success attracts our admira- 
tion* Are we surprised that a multitude of 
prosel]rtes should embrace the doctrine, and 
emulate the zeal of an eloquent &natic ? Does 
it seem incredible, that a private citizen should 
grasp the sword and the sceptre, subdue his na- 
tive country, land erect a monarchy by his vic- 
tormis arms ? In the changing picture of the 
dynasties of the East, one hundred fortunate 
usurpers have ^sen from a baser origin, sur- 
mounted more formidable obtacles, and filled a 
larger scope of empire and conquest. Moham- 
med was alike instructed to preach and to fight, 
and the unioiji of these opposite qualities, while 
it enhanced his merit, contributed to his suc- 
cess : the operation of force and persuasion, of 
enthusiasm and fear, continually acted on each 
other, till every barrier yielded to their irresisti- 
ble power. His voice invited the Arabs to fiee- 
dom and victory ; to arms and rapine ; to the 
indulgence of their darling passions in this world 
and the other : the restraints which he imposed 
were requisite to establish the credit of the pro- 
phet, and to exercise the obedience of the people ; 
and the only obstacle to his success was his ra- 
tional creed of the unity and perfections of the 
Deity. But it is not so much the propagation, 
as the permanency of his religion, that excites 
and commands our admiration : the same strong 
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and perfect impressieiv. which he engraved at 
Mecca and Medina is preserved, after the revo- 
lution of twelve centuries, by the Indian, the 
African, and the Turkish proselytes of the 
Koran. The Turkish dome of St. Sophia, with 
an increase of splendour and size, represents the 
humble tabernacle erected at Medina by the 
hands of Mohammed* His disciples have uni- 
formly withstood the temptation of reducing' 
the object of their faith and devotion to a level 
with the senses and imagination of man. *' I 
" believe in one God, and Mohammed, the 
" apostle of God," is the simple and invaria-. 
ble creed of Islam. The intellectual image of 
the Deity has never been degraded by any visi- 
ble idol ; the honours of the prophet have never 
transgressed the measure of human virtue ; and ♦ 
his living precepts have restrdned the gratitude 
of his disciples within the bounds of reason and 
religion. From the Atlantic to the Ganges, the 
Koran is acknowledged as the fundamental code, 
not only of theology, but of civil and criminal 
jurisprudence ; and the laws which regulate the 
actions and property of mankind, are guarded 
by the infellible and immutable sanction of the 
will of God. This religious servitude is attend- 
ed with some practical disadvantage ; the illi- 
terate legislator has been often misled by his 
own prejudices, and those of his country ; and 
the institutions of the Arabian desert may be 
ill-adapted to the wealth and numbers of Ispa- 
han and Constantinople. On these occasions, 
the Cadhi respectfully places on his head the 
holy volume, and substitutes a dexterous inter- 
pretation, more apposite to the principles of 
equity, and the manners and policy of the times. 
What influence and efiFect the character of 
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J^ohammed had upon the public hapiuness is the 
last thing to be considered. The Christian and 
Jew allow that he assumed a &lse commission, to 
inculcate a salutary, though less perfect, doc- 
trine than their own. As the basis of his religi- 
on, be supposed the truth of the revelations in 
which they believed, and the virtues and miracles 
of their founders. The idols of Arabia were 
broken before the throne of God ; the blood of 
human victims was expiated by prayer, and list- 
ing, and alms ; and his rewards and punishments' 
oi a future state, were painted by the images 
most congenial to an ignorant race of people* 
He recommended the practice of the social vir- 
tues, and checked, by his laws and precepts, the 
thirst of revenge, and the oppression of widows 
and orphans. The hostile tribes were united in 
&ith and obedience, and the valour which had 
been idly spent in domestic quarrels, was vigo- 
rously directed against a foreign enemy. Had 
the impulse been less powerful, Arabia, free at 
home, and formidable abroad, might have flou- 
rished under a succession of her native monarchs* 
Her sovereignty was lost by the extent and rapi- 
dity of the conquest. The colonies of the na- 
tion were scattered over the East and West, and 
their blood was mingled with the blood of their 
converts and captives. After the reign of three 
caliphs, the throne was transported from Medi- 
na to the vaUey of Damascus and the banks of 
the Tigris ; the holy cities were violated by im- 
pious war ; Arabia was ruled by the rod of a 
subject, perhaps of a stranger ; and the Bedo- 
weens of the desert, awakening from their dream 
of dominion, resumed their old and solitary in- 
dependence. 
Vol. X. ' F 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^Emfdre of the Arabs^ under the CaUfihSj coruintied^ 

WE have broken the thread of our nan^adve, 
in order to give a succinct view of the Mo- 
hammedan religion, which, on account of its 
. *long establishment and extensive progress over a 
great part of the habitable globe, merits the at- 
tention of the historian. We shall now resume 
the subject. 

J. Moawiyah II, the son of Yezid, was 
684. proclaimed caliph at Damascus the day 
on which his &ther died. This young 
prince was of a religious disposition, but of a veiy 
weak constitution ; fearing lest, through igno- 
rance, he should do wrong, he sought the advice 
of his preceptor, Omar, who told him, that if he 
found himself equal to the duties of the arduous 
post, he ought to accept of the dignity offered 
him, but if not, he ought to decline it. Find- 
ing himself, in a short time, too weak to sustain 
the weight of government, he resolved to relin- 
quish his high station. He made his abdication 
in due form, and the chiefs proceeding to a new 
election, the choice fell upon Merwan, when the 
late monarch made a speech to the following 
effect : " My grandfather, Moawiyah, deprived 
a man more worthy than himself of the cali- 
phate ; nor did my father merit that dignity, 
though he obtained it. For my own part, I am 
determined not to have an account to give of so 
weighty a charge as the government of the 
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AfiussulmeD) when I appear in the presence of 
God ; and therefore will invest the person that 
sY^all please you best, with the authority of ca- 
liph." 

Moawiyah had no sooner abdicjited the go- 
vemment, than he shut himself up in his cham- 
ber, from whence he did not remove till he died. 
Xhe interval between his abdication and death 
he spent in religious exerdses : he was sur- 
Ramed, by way of ridicule, the " Father of the 
Night," because the state of his health, and hit 
natural weakness, did not allow him to appear 
much abroad in the day-time* The house of 
Ommiyah was so exasperated at his abdication, 
that the members of it buried alive his master, 
whom they supposed to have been the person 
that suggested that resolution : the inscription 
on his seal was, " the world is a cheat.'' He 
left no issue behind him* 

All the provinces of the Moslem empire, ex- 
cept part of Syria, concurred, soon after the 
death of Yezid, to advance Zobeir to the ca- 
liphate, and he caused himself to be inaugu- 
rated at Mecca : the people of that city had 
first declared in his favour, and their example 
was immediately followed by the citizens of 
Medina. But the house of Ommiyah, perceiv- 
ing the danger, resolved to stand upon, their 
own defence, and proclaimed Merwan, 
who was at the head of them, the lawful ^g^* 
caliph, after the death of Moawiyah II. 
The Moslem empire was, therefore, at this time, 
divided into tvvo factions, and all possible me- 
thods were employed to dispose both parties to 
an accommodation, but without effect. The 
&rces on both sides, commanded by Mer* 
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n^nand Dehak, found themselves obliged t^ 
come to a general action. The battle was fouglit 
in the plains of Damascus, and Merwan came 
off victorious ; he was, soon after, acknowledge 
cd as sovereign, and the people every where re- 
newed their oath of fidelity to Merwan. 

Soon, after his accession, Merwan advanced^ 
at the head of a considerable army, to the fron- 
tiers oT Egypt. His troops quickly possessed 
themselves of tliat country, and obliged the in- 
habitants to take the oath of allegiance. 

In the 65th year of the Hegira the fo]k)wers of 
Ali assembled at Cufa, in order to revenge the^ 
death of Hosein. For this purpose they sent 
circular letters to their friends, inviting them to 
contribute all in their power to the execution of 
so laudable a design. At the head of thes^ 
was Soliman, one of Mohammed's friends, con- 
sequently a very old man, in great repute for 
his attachment to religion, but little endowed 
with military virtues. He acted as if zeal could 
supply the place of every other virtue. iJnder 
his command was formed a species of crusade, 
composed of pious Mussulmen, who crowded 
to his standard : tteir cry was vengeance for 
Hosein, and, like true enthusiats, they were 
willing to devote themselves to death in the 
cause. " My child," said a father to his weep- 
ing daughter, who conjured him not to leave 
her, " thy &ther abandons all, to return to God." 
The general himself, being impressed with these' 
sentiments, inspired his soldiers with the same. 
" It is for the world to come," 9aid he, " and 
not for this, that you fight ; therefore, whatever 
may be the event of the present expedition, you 
^ay depend hereafter on eternal happiness," 
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' SoUman conducted them to Hosein's tombf 
i^.hcre they poured forth the most woiul lamen- 
XsLtionsy and wished they had died with him. 
TVhen Soliman commanded them to march, they 
Brst threw themselves on the grave, and intrcat- 
ed his forgiveness. AD, however, were not so 
zealous, some of them even withdrew, which 
their general perceiving, said to his feithfiil f<d- 
lowers : " The Almighty does not approve that 
these deserters should unite themselves to us ; 
it is for our advantage that he separates them, 
therefore praise him and the prophet." With 
this excess of confidence he led those wretched 
victims to battle, who were all massacred, ex- 
cept those whose prudence or agility assisted 
them in flight : this was one of the principal 
events of Merwan's reign, which was not of a 
year's continuance. 

Mokhtar, one who had deserted from Soliman's 
standard, assembled the scattered troops, now 
grown wise from misfortune, and with them gain- 
ed considerable success. The remainder of their 
former credulity he turned to his own advantage. 
He caused a portable throne, to which he attri- 
buted extraordinary virtues, to be paraded through 
the camp, and carried on a mule in the rear o£ 
his army. " This throne," said he to his troops,. 
" will be as useful to you as the ark of the co- 
venant was to the Israelites." At first they were 
successful, and coniudered themselves indebted 
for victory to this pageant, which they worship- 
ped as an idol ; but its virtues soon ceased, and 
a total reverse of fortune ensued : their general 
was slain, and his troops dispersed. From thi,s 
time wandering hordes were formed, destitute 
cf every principle, and loudly expressing their 
F2 
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contempt of all government, both temporal and 
spiritual : massacre and plunder were their reli- 
gion and their law. One of them, meeting* a 
lady of great beauty, seemed inclined to spare 
her—" What !" said his associates, " art diou 
vanquished by her charms? thou deniest tliy 
^ jj feiith," and instantly struck off his head 

684.* ^^^ ^ sabre. Abdalmalec rose superior 
to his rivals, and succeeded his &thery 
Merwan. 

In tlie sixty-ninth of the Heg^ra, he marched 
against Zobeir, and appointed Amru governor 
of Damascus, who, during his absence, seized 
the government for himself, which obliged the 
caliph to lay aside his intended expedition* 
When Abdalmalec arrived at Damascus, seve- 
ral skirmishes happened between his troops and 
Amru's men, but, by the intervention of the 
women, a treaty was concluded, and the public 
tmnquillity restored. However, the caliph or- 
deixid his competitor to be disarmed, fettered, 
and his fore-teeth beat out. He then went to 
evening prayers, and left the execution of Amru 
to his brother, who refused to be the instrument 
of his death. The caliph returned, and, find- 
ing, , to his great surprise, that Amru was still 
alive, ordered him instantly to be slain. Yahya, 
Amru*s brother, armed a thousand slaves, and' 
attacked the caliph's palace ; they forced open 
the gates, killed several of the guards, and wero' 
upon the point of entering, when the people 
within threw Amru's head among them. This 
so cooled their ardour, that they desisted from 
the attempt, and some money having been dis- 
tributed among them, they retired to their re- 
spective habitations. Their ringleader, Yahya, 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



thr]>l£R TflE CALIPHS* 5$ 

w«s condemned to die, which punishment was, 
liiowcTer, commuted for a monk's imprison- 
ttient. 

Abdahnalec having now occasion for all his 
forces to reduce Zobeir, in Aratna, and Musab, 
his brother, in Irak, to obedience, was not able 
to march against die Greeks, who made an in- 
cursion into Syria, but agreed to pay the Greek 
emperor a certain sum, to induce him to with- 
draw his troops from the Moslem territories. 

Abdalmalec, being resolved to undertake an 
eitpet^tion against Musab, put to death Amru's 
principal accomplices. Musab, having received 
mteHigence of the caliph's design, prepared 
himself for the event. In the mean time Ab- 
dalmalec sent letters full of promises to Musab's 
leacting men, and, among the rest, to Ibrahim, 
Musab's Heutenant, who delivered it to his mas- 
ter himself, declaring that he should persist in 
his fideKty, and advised him to behead all those 
whom he had reason to suspect to be in Abdal- 
tnalec's interest; but Musab not approving of 
this expedient, Ibrahim pressed him to put them 
mider an.arrest till his own fate was determined ; 
so that if he should be defeated by Abdalmalec, 
their heads might be cut off upon the first ar- ' 
rival of the bad news ; but if he obtained a vic- 
tory, he might make a compliment of them to 
their tribes. As for Abdalmalec, his subjects 
endeavoured to prevail upon him not to expose 
his person to the hazards of war, but to carry 
it on by means of his generals, fearing lest their 
affairs should be embroiled, if any disaster should 
happen, as their government was not yet settled 
upon a solid foundation : but the Syrian caliph, 
thinking himself a better match for Musab tlian 
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any of his generals, led his forces into the field* 
The two armies came in sight of each other at 
Masken. The troops of Irak, according to 
custom, resolved to desert Musab, rather than 
expose their country to the ravc^es of a Syrian 
army. Musab, being pressed on all sides, endea- 
voured to prevail upon his son to make his escai>e 
to Mecca, and acquaint his uncle, Abdallah, 
with the perfidy of Irak ; but he refiised to de- 
sert his &ther at that perilous conjuncture, de- 
claring that he would not survive him. On the 
contrary, he advised him to retreat first to Basra, 
and afterwards to Mecca, but Musab would not 
hear of the proposal ; he would not even accept 
of quarter offered him by the caliph, but deter- 
mined to die on the field of battle. His son, 
therefore, who was resolved not to forsake him, 
and he, rushing into the midst of the enemy, 
fought like men animated by despair ; and, af- 
ter having destroyed several Syrians with their 
own hands, were both laid dead upon the spot. 
Musab's head was carried to the caliph, who 
offered the bearer a large reward, which he re- 
fused, saying, tliat as he had slain Musab to 
gratify his own private resentment, he had no 
title to it. After the batde of Masken, Cufa 
opened its gates to the Syrian caliph. ' Irak sub* 
mitted, and the people of the provinces came in 
crowds to render him their allegiance. After 
the conclusion of that ceremony, he ordered 
vast sums of mooey to be distributed among 
them, and gave a splendid entertainment to his 
new subjects, to which even the meanest were 
admitted. 

As Abdalmalec sat at table, the head of Mu- 
sab was btxjught him. One of the guests, see- 
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ing tKe head in this same placcy said, ^< Here have 
I seen Hosein's head presented to Obeidallah ; 
Obeidallah's to Mokhtai ; Mokhtsu's to Musab ; 
and now Musab's to you." Abdalmalec caused 
^le castle to be immediately demolished^ lest his 
own should also be carried thither. At the ca- 
liph's repast sat an old man, whose conversation 
may give an idea of the simplicity of that pe- 
riod : '* What dish do you prefer ?" sud the 
prince to him. <' An ass's head well seasoned and 
roasted," replied the veteran : '< that is but an 
ordinary dish," said the caliph, " what say you 
to a leg or a shoulder of a sucking lamb, well 
roasted and covered with butter and milk.*' 
Thus we see that but little variation had taken 
place in the dishes and cookery of these coun- 
tries, where Abraham, seventeen hundred years 
be^re, had offered the angels, as a delicacy, a 
roasted calf, with sauce made of milk and 
butter. 

It has been remarked, that, after Hosein*a 
death, Abdallah had assumed the dignity of 
caliph, which he might have preserved, had he 
consented to reside at Damascus ; but he chose 
to confine himself to Arabia ; his forces were 
very inconsiderable, compared with those of his 
opponent, Abdalmalec, who united the armies 
of Syria, and of other parts of the empire sub-^ 
ject to his controul. With these numerous bat- 
talions, all commanded by brave generals, the 
Syrian obliged his rival to retreat from post to 
post, till, at length, Mecca was the only place 
remaining to him. 

Here he valiantly defended himself during 
eight months. At length he was deserted bj 
almost all his friends, ten thousand of the inha* 
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bitants, and evem by his two sons* The general 
of the enemy offered him any terms, upon the 
condition only of his resigning his pretension, 
and acknowledging the caliph of Damascus* 
Although he was then seventy-two years of 
age, his mother, the daughter of Abu Beer, -wsls 
yet alive, whom he consulted on the occasion ; 
but she, not enduring the thought of seeing her 
son reduced to a private station, exhorted him 
not to survive the loss of his dignity. In the 
last visit he paid her, she obseiTed he wore a 
coat of mail which she advised him to take ofT, 
that his death might not be lingering- He ex- 
pressed some fears lest his body should be ex- 
posed to the enemy's insults ; to which she re- 
plied, '^ a dead sheep does not feel when it is 
flayed." After bidding his mother a last fiire- 
well, Abdallah rushed into the middle of the 
besiegers, and slew a great number of the m^ but 
at length received himself a mortal blow. By 
his death, Abdalmalec remained sole caliph, 
which dignity he possessed thirteen years. Pre- 
viously to Abdallah 's last action, Abdalmalec 
had offered him, if he would submit, the whole 
public revenues of Khorasan for seven years. 
This proposal so incensed that commander, that 
he forced the caliph's messenger to eat the let- 
ter that he had brought. 

Abdalmalec had a general named Hejaj, t« 
whom he gave the government of Irak ; the in- 
habitants of which had formerly deserted Ho- 
sein, and had not proved more faithful to Ab- 
dallah. On Hejaj 's arrival at Cufa, their capi- 
tal, they crowded round him :— " Your curio- 
sity," said he, ''shall sOon be gratified, you 
I shall know me before it is long ;" he then as- 
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«:ended the pulpit of the mosc|ue9 harangued 
tHem in very severe terms on their former insur- 
rections, and swore that he would not pardon one 
tliskt should be g^uilty in future. After a pause^ 
casting his fiery eyes round on the audience, he 
exclaimed, what numbers of heads do I behold 
ready to be struck off ! what quantities of tur- 
bans and beards bathed in blood I Hejaj was at- 
tended by twelve thousand soldiers capable of 
putting his threats into execution. 

Those who had any hand in the murder of Oth- 
man were the principal objects of his fury, both 
at Cu& and Basra. To give the Basrans a taste 
of' his discipline, he caused one of them, who 
had been informed against as a rebel, to be be- 
headed on the spot. In short, his conduct so ex- 
asperated the people of Irak, that they formed 
an insurrection against him ; but, having defeat- 
ed them in a pitched batUe, and beheaded their 
leaders, he returned to Basra. 

'In the seventy-sixth year of the Hegira, Saleh 
and Shebib took up arms against die caliph. 
They had both been on a pilgrimage at Mecca, 
the preceding year, when Abdalmalec was there, 
and formed a conspiracy against him. The 
caliph, apprised of this, ordered Hejaj to seize 
them, but they eluded his vigilance, and made 
their escape* Saleh remained secure a month 
at Cufi^, and concerted the most proper mea- 
sures with his frieijids to carry his design into 
' execution. That branch of the Kharijites that 
followed him, went under the name of Safrians, 
and appeared now, for the first time, in arms. 
Saleh was a man much given to devotion, and 
had many followecs in Mawsel and Mesopota- 
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mxa, to ^vhom he frequently read and expMaKl<i- 

ed the Koran. 

Once, while he was haranguing his foUowerB^ 
in order to inspire them with sentiments of al>» 
horrence, both of the caliph and Hejaj, he re-- 
reived a letter from Shebib, complaining of his 
negligence. Saleh, in his answer, assured him 
that he was waiting only for his arrival, in order 
to enter upon action. This intimation rou^ng- 
Shebib, he immediately joined Saleh at Daras^ 
in Mesopotamia, of which Mohammed E,hn. 
Merwan was at that time governor. After this 
junction, they seized some of Mohammed's 
horses, upon which they mounted their in&ntry* 
The governor, despising their numbers, ordered 
Adi to march against them. He advanced to 
Daras, where the Safrians had posted them* 
selves, but having no inclination to fig^t, not'^ 
withstanding the superiority of his numbers, he 
gave Saleh to understand, that if he would quit 
Mesopotamia, and invade some other province, 
he would not oppose him. This proposal Saleh 
rejected, unless Adi would declare liimself to- 
be of the same religious and political sentiments 
with the Safrians, who acknowledged him their 
chief. To this Adi would not agree, and soon 
after, not being sufficiently upon his guard, he 
was surprised by his enemy, who attacked liim 
while he was saying the noon pmyers, defeated 
him, and made themselves masters of his camp. 
Mohammed, receiving advice of this defeat, or- 
dered two of his generals, with three thousand 
men, to advance against the Separatists, who 
coming up with them near Amida, a fierce con- 
flict ensued. The rebels behaved with great 
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bittvery, and defended themselves with vn^xutd- 
leled intrepidity, till the approach of night put 
«B &ad to the action ; thoagh, finding themselves 
unaMe to oppose the caliph's forces, thej soon 
a&er retired, with great precipitation, to Mttwaeli 
and from thence to Descanu 

Hej«^, having been infonned that the Saffians 
onder the command <^ Saleh and Shebib had 
tBkcsk poet to Damascus, sent Al Haieth to drive 
them from thence with a body of five thousand 
men. The two armies fiiced each other at a 
tittle village upon the Tigris, where they en- 
^i^;ed ; Saleh was killed on the spot, but Shd>ib 
made his retreat in good order to a neighbour- 
ing castle ; from thence he made a sally upoo 
the esMmy, wounded the general himself and 
di^^rsed the most C(Misiderad>le part of the army. 
By this victory Shdnb animated his friends, and 
became terrible to Hejaj, who wrote to the ca* 
liph for a rdnforcement, in ordei* to enable him 
to extirpate the Safrians under the command of 
Sh^b- After he had been joined by these suc- 
cours, he engaged Shebib in the plains ol'Cu&, 
and entirely defeated him* Although Shelnb 
bad several times repulsed the caliph's forces, 
he was at last put to flight, and his horse, by 
aocid^it^ threw him into the river* Thefifst 
time he emerged, he -said, ^ when God decrees 
a ^ng, it is done ;" and the second, ^< this is 
the decree of the Almighty;'* upon which the 
Safrians, being struck with terror, crted out, 
^^ the emperor of the feithful is drowned." His 
body being drawn up with a net, they cut oiT 
his head, and sent it to Hejaj, who was greatly 
delighted at the sight of it* 
Vol* X. G 
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The Mussulmen soon after invaded Africa 
with a very considerable force ; made themselves 
masters of Carthage, and overran the whole 
country, which, in the earlier ages, was subject 
to that city^; but they were soon expelled by John, 
the patrician, a man of great valour and experi- 
ence, whom the emperor had Sent agdnst them. 
The Arabs, t6 repair the great losses they had 
sustained, equipped anotherfleet, and, returning 
to Africa, obliged John to fly to the sea-coast, 
where he embarked with the troops under hi» 
command for Constantinople* 

In the 80th year of the Hegira, the caliph 
sent a general, called Mohammed, with a pow- 
erful army into Persia. About the same tincie, 
Heraclius, one of Tiberius's generals, taking 
advantage of the divisions that now reigned 
amongst the Arabs, penetrated into Syria, deso- 
lated the adjacent territory, and put to the sword 
about two hundred thousand of the enemy. 

Hejaj built a city upon the Tigris, which he 
called Waset. The name signifies the middle^ in 
the Arabic language, because this city stood in 
the midway between Basra and Cufa. About 
this time the nobility of Armenia drove the Arabs 
out of their country, and sentto Tiberius for as- 
sistance. In the mean time, 'Mohammed, one 
of the caliph's generals, entering Armenia with 
a powerful army, reeovei*ed that province ;. and, 
having got the authors of the revolt into his 
hands, burnt them all alive. Encouraged by 
this success, the Mussulmen invaded Cilicia, and 
M'ere, to the number of ten thousand, either cot 
in pieces by Heraclius, or taken prisoners and 
sent in chains to Constantinople. In the ibllowing 
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I year, Abdalmalec departed this ^^ ) 1^ a n 
«on Al Walid was prockdmed ca^ph the -q- * 
^aame day Ms &ther died* He is ssdd to 
liave adorned the Temple of Jerusalem with 
^«ome additioaal buildings, soon after his acces- 
sion ; and to have ordered his subjects to go on 
a pilgiimage thither. This caliph, also rebuilt 
the Temple of Medina, where Mohammed and 
the first caliphs lay interred ; it was a much 
xuOTe superb and magnificent structure than the 
ibrmer ; and, in order to render it more grand, 
Al Walid ordered the houses destined for the 
luybitations of the prophet's wives to be demo- 
lished. This gave great offence to the inhabi- 
tants of Medina* Walid caused a most fiunous 
mosque to be built at Damascus, to which he 
joined the superb church of St* John the Baptist, 
that had been enriched with many invaluable or- 
naments by the Greek emperors* Many other 
towns he adorned with mosques, and was the 
first who founded an hospital for the sick; and 
built caravansaries, or inns, for the traveller and 
the stranger* 

As a recoopence for his services, Al Walid 
permitted Hejaj to settle in a small principality 
of Persia, where he lived as sovereign, and died 
peaceably at the age of fifty-five, although he 
had exterminated one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand people by the sword, and sufiered eighty 
thousand to peiish in prison, without reckoning 
the victims sacrificed in war, during twenty years 
that he commanded the armies, and governed the 
disalfected provinces with a rod of iron* At* 
tempting once to justify his conduct, he made 
use of the following terms : ^ God has .given ma 
^ po^er over you ; and though I use it with 
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severity, do not flatter yourselves that wlien I 
am dead, you will escape chastisement ; for Qod 
has a multitude of servants j and, after my 
death, he will send you one who will execute* his 
orders respecting you, periiaps, with more rigour 
than I do. Would you have the prince mild 
andg'entle, follow the dictates of justice, and 
obey his commands ; your own conduct will be 
the principle and the cause of either the good or 
bad ti-eatment that you receive from him. The 
sovereign and his lieutenant may be aptly com- 
pared to' a looking-glass :-^all that appears in 
this glass is but the reflexion and image of the 
objects placed hefore it." 

Walking one day in the country, he met an 
Arab of the desert, and asked him ** Who is this 
Hejaj they talk so much about ? ** A very wicked 
man," replied the Arab. "Dost thou know 
me ?" resumed the governor. " No." " Well> 
I am that Hejaj, of whom thou tq)eakest so 
harshly." "Without betraying the smallest emo- 
tion, the Arab rejoined, ^ Do you know who I 
am ?" " No." " Well, I belong to the fennil^ 
of Zobeir, whose descendants have a fit of insa^ 
nity three days in the year, and this is one of 
Ihem." 

Hejaj admired the ingenious evasion, and 
commended the Arab's presence of mind. Hav- 
ing condemned some officers to suffer death, one 
among the number petitioned Hejaj to grant him 
hts life, on the plea of his having some time t>e'^ 
fore reproved a man for speaking ill of him. 
•«' Have you any witness ?" said the governor-} 
*I have," replied the captive immediately^ 
naming an oHker present, also under sentence cS 
death* The latter declared it was a feet. " And 
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-m\xfy* co&dnued Hejaj, ^ did not you» as well 
^is yotir comradey prevent iheir de£mung me ?" 
^ Because," answered this intrq>id man, ^ you 
•are my enemy." He extended his panlon to 
tfaem boHh. 

Onoe he misSsed his way as he was huntingf 
and £>und himself in the nudst of an herd of ca* 
mels, whose owner was leading them to pasture; 
the animals were startled, and the Arab, in a 
passion, asked, '' What fellow is this in fine 
clothes come into the desert to scare my camels? 
May God's curse light upon hinu" Hejaj beg- 
ged his pardon, and asked him for a little water. 
*' Dismount," said the down rudely, ^ and draw 
some fw yourself." The goYemor enquired 
im^hat he thought of the emperor ; the Arab he* 
sitated a mcnnent, and Ihen did not oonceal that 
he thought him a very bad prince. " Why ?" 
said Hejaj. ^^ Because he has sent us for a go^ 
vemor the «^most wicked man upon earth." 
Scarcely had he spoken when the governor's 
.guard appeared ; the Arab was commanded to 
attend them. The following day, Hejaj invited 
ihem to dinner ; the company ate and conversed. 
Hejaj iiHroduced the adventures of the preceding 
4s^, when the Arab interrupted him, saying, 
^< God prosper you in all things ; bi^ respecting 
the secret of yesterday, take care you do not di- 
vulge it to-day." ** I will not," replied lie, " on 
this omditioo : either that thou remain in my 
service, or that I send thee to the empenor, in- 
forming him, at the same time, thy opinion of 
him." ^'^ There is a third way much preferable 
to either of these," returned the Arab. '^ What 
isil?" " To, order me to return home> and xmj 
G 2 
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wenei^r meet again." Hejaj pemuKted Hm to^ 
depart, and made him a handsome presei^t. 

Nor muat we omit another veiy ingesiiocis re« 
{dymade.bf Kumeil, whom Hejaj aocuaed <tf 
haying loaded him with the following iinpreca^ 
ticsis^ ^ Ma^ God blacken his visage ; may his 
thKMt be tut and his Uood shed*" ^' It is veiy 
titie^" answered Kumeil t <^ I did say ail this ta 
the garden :— I was standing under a tirae^ hack.* 
ing at aome> bandies of garapes that were not yet 
Hpe^^andlwi^edthemtotuml^aGk, thatthe^ 
niigh^ be cut down and made iHto wine." This 
escptanatioii aaved his ltfe« The same good £>r- 
tone did not attend his astmloger; whobhintly 
Ibretokl H^j'B death ; adding some proofe to 
the {M^edic^on; ^^ WeU," said he, ^ sinoe yott 
are so clever, I may want your services ta the 
oth^r world $ therefore, you shall set off before 
me." He seiat him there in i«ality. 

• in the courseof the 95th year of the Hegira^ 
Walid baDi^ied Al Abbas from Damascus to 
Honein, where lie begot twenty sons. T^caf- 
liph also ordered him to reedve seventy stnpea 
i[>r m€(£itatiAg the murder of Saliu The Arabs 
gained, Ms year, a comp^lete victory over the 
Goths in ^>ain, which paved die way to the al> 
M>iute conquest of most of the provinces of that 
hingdom. 

Roderic being informed that the Mussuhnen 
had landed a powerful army in Spain, and made 
leriible havoc in several parts of his dominions) 
assembled his whole force, and resolved to bring 
the enemy to a general action, in order to deter- 
mine his &te^ as well as that c^ his subjects* 
laming up with tbem^ he attacked them with 
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Mscb bravery^ that, notwithtttinditig the GoHit 
bad been^i^nwted by a longpeace, the ^ietorf 
bong' HI suspense for eight whole days. The 
IdBg liimset^ dressed in his rojral robes, with a 
gcdden crown opoa his head, appeared, in an 
ivory chariot, at the head of his army, and so 
a a attBtte d Ins troops, that liiey peribrined won^ 
ders^ thon^ atlei^th, the enemy, having re- 
ceived new accessions to their strength, forced 
thetn to a precipitate ftght. The An^ pursued 
the fiyhig Goths with so imich ardour, that the 
greatest poitof ^Mtn were kitted^ either in bflKHe 
orthe^imiiit. Bfost ^^ the Gothic nobffity were 
slain ; and it is not certidniy known whether Ro* 
4anc survived llie^estruction ^his army. The 
eufflgns of royalty and his horse were foiund in a 
miry place, tiieu^ the enemy sought for his 
body in vaku The Arabs this year were hke«- 
wise formidable ink <he eastern parts of tlie world. 
In tibe nextyear, At Walid's gowmor of Egypt 
lied $A Mesr, where he had erected a large and 
sta^y mosque. Walidliimselfalsodiedthis year, 
Mid wasburied atDamasctis. -He is said to have 
manied sixty^three ¥rive8, the greatest part of 
whom he divonsed. He expended large sums 
0f money upon public buik^p^ at Damascus^ 
ferusalem, andMedkia* The inscription of his 
seal was <* O, Al Walkl, you are to die, and 
give an account of your actions." 

WaMwassucceeded by his brother So« ^ ^ 
hnwB, a very mercifol pi^^ sumamed j'^. 
^TlieKeyofGoo^iess*" He redressed 
the grievances complained of before his accessioo ; 
eocouraged trade ; and released all the prisoners 
in his extensive dominions, except such as had 
been confined for capital crimes. Coiistantinop^ 
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was attacked in his reign ; and, in the space of a 
«ngle year, the time which the siege lasted, thirCjr 
thousand people died of a &inine, and nearly an 
equal number of the plague : but, on thex>ti»er 
hand, scarcely an Anb returned home to teU 
the dismal tale. The same year Soiiman depari<- 
ed this life, to the inexpressible regret of his sub* 
jects. He was mild and merciful, and a great 
lover of women* He died, according to some^ 
of a pain in his side ; according to others, by poi- 
son ; but, with greater probability, of an indi- 
gestion, as he is said, by Arab writers, to have 
eaten not less than one hundred weight of meat 
every day. 

^ ^ In obedience to Soliman's will) Omav 
^jg.' IL was proclaimed caliph the (jbiy on 
which his predecessor died. He sup- 
pressed the soleoin malediction pronounced bjr 
the caliphs of the house of Ommiyah, against the 
name of Ali and all his &mily. On this, the 
bigots exclsdmed, <' The faith, is in danger $ the 
faith is destroyed.*' He, nevertheless, abolished 
the practice, which served as a signal of schiasa 
among the Mohammedans, tQ perpetuate the an<* 
tipathy they vowed each other. As soon as Omar 
was saluted caliph, the finest horses were tH»ugbt 
him out of his predecessor's stables, all which 
he refused 4 and, mounting the horse he usi^Uly 
rode when a private person, he went directly to 
his own house, being unwilling to i^comnapde 
his pix^decesaor's family, which then resi(}ed in 
the palace : nor could he be. prevailed upon to 
take possession of any of the apartments assigned 
him as caliph, till Soliman's domestics and re-* 
iations, abashed by his superior modesty, had 
t&'ithdrawn tliemselves* 
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As a ferther instsoice ^rf* this Caliph's great hu- 

miifity) it hie been observed, Uiat M^en he was vi« 

«ted in his last sickness by (me of his generals, 

lie was reposmg himself upon a bed of palm 

leaves, supported by a pillow made of the skins 

of beasts, and coyeied with a common garment* 

i£s lips a|^c»red of a Uvid colour, and he had 

en a dirty shirt* The g^iend could not forbear 

biaming his nster Fatima, who was Omar's wife^ 

for sti£^r!ng the emperor of the faithful to be ex* 

biftilted to any person's view in so mean and sor> 

di^ a condition : but in order to justify her own 

conduct on ^lis occasion, she declared that tha 

caliph had not another shirt to put on. 

In his dispositimi, Omar was extremely just, 
re^ous, ami devout, loid had fixed liis mind, 
from ys in&ncy, entirely upcm the other world. 
After his death, the house to which he used 
frequmtly to retire, being then shut up, was 
epened : the Arabs hojnng to discover a conn- 
derable treasure in it, iMit they were disap- 
pomted* 

Ye^d II* was stkited CaHph Uie same y. 
day that his predecessor died. Little is '^ ' 
saM of this pnnce, except that he buik su- 
perb mosques, and was a pe^ecutor of Chnsti* 
ans ; he even forbade a Christian to be admitted 
an evidence against a Mussulman. HistoriaiM 
assert that he commanded his subjects to exter* 
minate white dogs, white pigeons, and, in short, 
all other animate of the same colour : tiiis de« 
cfce was issued A. D. 735. 

Yezid was much addicted to pleasure ; he was 
passionately fond of a singing ^rl, named %[s(ba< 
txib, to whom he threfw a laxge grape at an en- 
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^ tertainment, with which she, attemptiiig^ 
A ' to swallow it, was unfortunately ch(^ed ; 

and he shortly after died of grief for lier 
loss. Hesham succeeded his brother in the year 
of the Hegira 105« There is nothing of great 
importance known of this caliph ; he was, ho^wr- 
ever, in all things the reverse of his relation 
Omar 11. Omar, at his death, scarcely possessed 
a single shirt. Hesham left ten thousand, besides 
seven hundred coffei's filled with habiliments of 
every kind. During this reign, the Arabs conti* 
nued their conquests. They overran the provin- 
ces of the eastern and western empires. From 
Africa they spread through Spain, and passed . 
from thence into Gaul, forming a dyke against 
the Turks, who poured in torrents from the 
shores of the Caspian sea, to divide with the Arabs 
the rich and fertile countries they had invaded* 
' -^ Hesham was succeeded by Walid IL 
• y^^^ ' the son of Yead, his brother, who was 

proclaimed caliph the day his uncle died. 
He had been treated with great kindness by He- 
sham, till he had totally atoidoned himself to s 
most dissolute mode of life, which induced his 
uncle to alter the whole course of his conduct to- 
wards him. Al Walid, upon that account, retired 
with his friends and domestics to Azra, where he 
not only behaved in an irreproachable, but even 
an exemplary manner. At his uncle's death, he 
hastened to Damascus, where he soon relsq>sed 
into his former excesses, and gave himself up to 
all sorts of debaucheries^ He distributed his un- 
cle's treasures with a profuse hand. Hesham 
had locked up his provisions and apparel in 
chests, the keys of which he kept himself, and so 
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^Becbudly concealed, that, at hb death, not even 
as^eet could be found to wrap his body in* 
A^^did opened all, divided these hoards among 
tlie poor of Damascus, and presented the ladies 
of the city with a vast c^iantity of perfume and 
magnificent dresses, wluch gained him the af- 
fections of the people, though his vices soon dis- 
^^usted them, and general discontent ripened into 
sedition* He reminded them of his genero- 
sity, and his attention, in never augmenting 
the taxes ; to which they replied, " We^^rant you 
these good qualities, but they are surpassed by 
your vices*" • He was deposed and massacred, 
. afiter a reign of fifteen months* 

-Yezid III. the son of Walid the first, ^ ^ 
succeeded to the throne* He was sur- * ' 
named, by way of derision ^ the son of the 
Dimini^r," because he found himself obliged, 
by the emptiness of his c<>fiers to (fimini^ the 
pay that had been allowed the soldiery by the 
caliphs* He died of the plague six months af- 
ter he ascended the throne, and his funeral ser- 
vice was performed by his brother Ibrahim, who 
succeeded him, but wlio was deposed after a 
reign of three months* 

Merwan II* was elected ealii^, who, ^ ^ 
on account of his undaunted courage, -^/ 
was-stiled the Warlike Ass : the asses of 
that country being remarkable for their unpat^ 
alleled fortitude and intrepidity* 

The people of Hems revolted against Merwan, 
who opposed them at the head of a powerful 
army. He defeated them in a pitched battle, put 
a great number to the sword, and affixed to 
crosses erected for that purpose, the bodies of 
about six hundred of those who had been most 
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active ki the rebellion. Thepec^eofDamascust 
of Basra and Cufa, followed the example of the 
citizens of Hems, and met with the same fia»» 

Notwithstanding the sucxess that Merwan had 
hitherto met with, m rendering all his enemy's 
designs abortive, the partisans of the house of 
Al Abbas began to grow powerful in some of 
the provinces of the empire* Merwan r^noved 
his treasuies into his iLrmoury, thereby shewing 
a distrust of the inhabitants of Damascus, which 
alienated the minds of the Syrians ; but he conti- 
nued to support himself, by the aid of his other 
troops. Ibrahim^ one of his opponents, fell into 
his power ; he cast him into prison, in which ho 
died by poison. Merwan himself was at length 
compeUed to flee into Egypt ; where, having ta- 
ken refuge in a mosque, he was slain at the age 
of sixty, and Abul Abbas, hts chief opponent, 
was acknowledged cahph in hisstead« 
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CHAPTER V. 



Ett^dre qf the Araba continued^ under the CaSfihM 
of the Family ^ M Abbaa. 



HEN Abul Abbas Al Saffah came 
to the throne, he exercised the «^o 



A D. 



w 

mo6t sh€x:kiBg cruelties upon the mem- 
bers of the house of Onuniyah ; but, notwith* 
standing, one escaped, whose descendant assum- 
ed the title of Caliph in Spain. Though, on 
most other occasions, this cajiph was considered 
as mild and himiane, yet he shewed no pity to 
those whose pretensions to the throne interfered 
with his own* When ho had freed himself from 
all his competitors, and was, as he thought, on 
the point of enjoying uninterrupted happiness, 
he died of the small-pox, after a reign of nearly 
five years. He had a tender regard for the &mi* 
ly of Mohammed, and was reckoned a prince of 
pious sentiments. 

Upon the death of Al Saffah, his bro; ^ j^ 
ther, Al Mansur, was proclaimed caliph. ^*^^ * 
The most celebrated events of his reign 
are his expedition s^;ainst the Turks, whom he 
drove out of Armenia, and the conquest of Cili* 
da and Caj^xidocia ; but he lost his influence in 
Spain, where Abdulraahman rendered himself as 
famous by the magnificent e^ces, as Almansar 
did, in Asia, by the building of Bagdad. 

The ^t on which Bagdad st«n<& was a fine 
Terdant plaini and had nothing vpon it but the 
Vol. X. H 
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cell of a Christian monk, called Bagdad ; and 
fh)m him the new city received its name* This 
famous capital of the Mohammedan empire was 
finished in the hundred and forty-ninth year rf 
the Hegira ; it was then perfectly inclosed by a 
double wall, and flanked with a considerate num- 
ber of towers ; the caHph stUed his new metro- 
polis " the City of Peace," either in allusion to 
Jerusalem, or because, at the time when it was 
finished, ah the commotions in his empire had 
subsided, and almost every nation in Asia had 
submitted, or was become his tributary, and his 
subjects now enjoyed the sweets of peace, with- 
out the least interruption. 

In the next year, Abu Hani&, the founder of 
the first of the four sects of the Sonnites, died in 
prison at Bagdad, where he had been confined 
for refusing to be made a judge ; chusing rather, 
as he S£ud, to be punished by them tiian by God. 
Being asked why he declined the office, he repli- 
ed, " If I speak the truth, I am unfit ; but, if 
I tell a lie, a liar is not fit to be a judge." It is 
said he read over the Koran seven thousand 
times, while he was in prison. 

Soon after Al Mansur had fisted his residence 
at Bagdad, a famous Christian physician was 
brought to court, in order to cure the caliph of a 
want pf appetite and indigestion. The physici- 
an, attended by his pupil, being introduced to the 
caliph, discoursed with him both in Persic and 
Arabic, with the greatest fluency and elegance j 
assuring him, at the same time, that, with the 
" divine assistance, he could cure him. The ca- 
liph? charmed with his manners, ordered a 
sumptuous and costly vesture to be put upon 
him, assigned him one of the best apartments in 
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Ins palace, and caused him to be treated with 
the greatest respect* The physician having ef- 
fected a curC) Al Mansur asked him one day if 
he was married ? He replied that he had a wife^ 
-who was extremely infirm, and not able to rise 
from her seat. Upon this intimation, the caliph 
ordered him a nu^;nificent present, with three 
beautiful Greek girls, which, however, he returned 
without any hesitation^ declaring that it was not 
lawful for a Christian to have more than one wife 
at a time. This declaration excited Al Man- 
sur's astonishment ; he dismissed him with un- 
common expres^ons of esteem, and afterwards 
heaped favours upon him with gpreat profu^on. 

Some time after, the physician himself was ta- 
ken extremely ill, and asked the Caliph's permis- 
sion to return home, to see his son and family, 
and to be buried with his brothers, in case it 
should please God to put a period to his days. 
Almansur desired him to embrace Mohamme* 
dism, and, in that case, promised him a certain 
admission into paradise afler his death. To 
this he replied, '^ O emperor of the faithfiil, I 
am determined to go to the place where my an- 
cestors reside in the other world, whether it be 
paradise or hell." This rej^y excited the ca- 
liph's laughter, who thereupon said : '^ But since 
you have: been with mei I have been free from 
the maladies with which I was before afflicted, 
how, therefore, can I part with you ?" The phy- 
sician promised to leave behind him his pupil, 
and to this the caliph agreeing, dismissed his 
friend with a magnificent present, and sent an 
.eunuch with him, either to conduct him to his 
relations, or in case of his death to convey his 
body to them. However, he arrived at home 
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safe under the eunuch's conduct. Isa, his pupcl^ 
soon after his advancement, began to grow con- 
tentious, and was in the end dischai^ged from 
the caliph's service, with a severe reproof. 

j^ In the 157th year of the Hegira, a fii- 

' ' mine made terrible havoc in every part 

of Mesopotamia, which swept away the 

greatest part of the inhabitants in that province, 

while Musa, the caliph's governor, treated the 

Christians with the utmost rigour and severity. 

The following year Almansur set out from 
Bagdad, to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
but he was taken so ill on the road, that he sent 
for his son Al Mohdi, who attended him on his 
pilgrimage, to take his final leave of him. *' I 
advise you," said he, ** to conduct yourself to- 
wards your relatives in public, with the utmost 
attention, because it will reflect honour and feme 
on yourself. Increase the number of your free- 
men, and treat them with kindness, as they will 
be of great service to you, in time of adversity. 
Enlarge not that part of your cafMtal erected on 
the eastern parts of the Tigris, as you will never 
be able to finish it. Never permit your wo- 
men to interfere in state affairs. These are my 
last commands ; but, alas i I believe you will not 
attend to them I they contain my dying wishes : 
and to God I recommend you." Then he 
. took his leave of him, while they were bothdrown- 
ed in tears. AI Mansur continued his journey, 
though he grew worse and worse, till he expired 
in his 64th year. He was carried to Mecca, where, 
after an hundred graves had been dug, that his 
.sepulchre might be concealed, he was interred. 
j^ D^ Al Mansur had made a very splendid 

775/ pilgrimage to Meccaj but Al Mohdi'a vir 
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«t to that dtf was acGoiHi)aiiied widi eveiy re- 
Bnement of luxurious delicacy. The camels 
^^^ere loaded with snow, not only sufiBdent for the 
refreshment of the party through the burning 
deserts of Arabia, but to preserve the fruits he 
had carried with him, and to cool his liquors^ 
during his readence at Mecca ; the greater part 
of w£>se inhabitants were strangers to snow. 
An Arab presented him with one of Moham- 
med's slippers, which he graciously received* 
^^ I do liot believe," said he to his courtiers, 
^ that the jMroi^et ever saw the slipper, but had 
^ I refused to accept it, the people would have 
^ thought I despised it, and have been offended.*' 
He distributed considerable sums in the temple 
in alms ; he restored what his &ther had extort- 
ed from his subjects ; released a great number 
of prisoners, and attended to the duties of his sta- 
tion with considerable diligence and application. 
Having one day, by way of reprimand, said to an 
officer, " How long wiU you be guilty of these 
faults ?" To which the other rq)lied, " As long as 
it shall please God to preserve your life for our 
good, so long shall we commit faults, and your 
clemency will pardon them." 

During this reign, a man named Al Mokanna 
set up for a pr^het ; he was extremely deformed, 
and had lost an eye.^ To conceal this last defect, 
he constantly wore a veil, which he said was to 
prevent those who looked at him, from being ' 
dazzled by the splendour of his countenance. He 
was a. juggler as well as a prc^het, and, among 
lus other tricks, he caused the appearance of a 
mo(Mi to rise every night from the bottom of a 
well, which gained him the appellation of the 
moon-maker* He attached to himself so large a^ 
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number of discipleS) thai Al Mohdi was at kng^tft 
obliged to send an anny against them. Mokaxi^ 
na, finding himself shut up in a citadel, withotxt 
hope of reliefy poisone4 his associates, burnt their 
remains, and threw lumself into the fire« His 
proselytes, however, did not despair; for he 
promised that his soul should transmigrate into 
the body of a grey-headed old man, when ho 
would return, and make them masters of the 
whole earth* 

Al Mohdi persecuted with unceasing rancour 
all sectaries taiA heretics* In his reign an apo- 
thecar}', named Isa, set up for a physician. One 
of his ferourite wives, being indisposed, sent a 
female slave to consult him on her behalf but 
without men^ning her liame* The slave pre- 
sented the urine, saying, it was that of a poor 
woman, who stood greatly in need of his assist- 
ance. ^< A poor woman," aaid he, '< no, this 
came from an illustrious princess, who is with 
child of a king." The slave reported this de- 
claration to her mistress, who sent a magnificent 
present to the physician, with promises of a still 
greater, should his prediction prove true. The 
princess was brought to bed of a son, when she 
communicated the whole afiair to the caliph, who 
was so well pleased with it, that he sent for 
the physician, and heaped upon him many fa- 
vours. 

Al Mohdi is represented by Arab writers as 
a religious and devout prince ; he was extremely 
beloved by his subjects on account of his impar- 
tial administration of justice, and the aversiim 
he always discovered to the effusion of human 
blood. Being once at the mosque at Cu&, and 
at the point of beginning public prayers, one of 
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the kywest of the people said to him, ** Ihave not 
yet. performed the ablution, and yet I would 
join 'with you in the public prayers :*• upon this 
the caliph stopped in the middle of the mosque, 
t3l the Arab had washed and purified himself 
in a proper manner. Being one day engaged 
in a iranting match, and pressed with hunger 
and thirst, he betook himself to an Arab's tent, 
in order to meet with some refreshment* The 
poor man brought out his coarse, brown bread 
and a pot of milk, to the caliph, and then 
fetched him a jug of wine* Al Mohdi, having 
drank a good drau^t, asked the Arab if he 
lEnew him ? ^ No," said the host : ^ I am one 
oC the principal noblemen of the caliph's court." 
He then drank a second draught, and repeated 
tfie same question, ^ Do you know me ?"— 
•*You have just now informed me," answered 
the Andb. Al Mohdi replied, ^ I am a much 
greater person than I made you believe*" At 
a third draught he avowed himself to be the ca- 
liph ; upon which the Arab carried off the pitch- 
er, and would not suffer him to drink any more 
wfaie* Al Mohdi, surprised at his behaviour, 
asked him why he took away his wine ? The 
Arab replied, ** Because I am afraid that, if you 
take a fourth draught, you will tell me you are 
the pn^het Mohammed ; and if, by dttdfice, a 
fiftti, that you are God Almighty himself.'* 
This gentle rebuke so pleased the caliph, that 
he covdd not forbear laughing, and, being soon 
rejoined by his people, he ordered a purse of 
silver and a fine vest to be given to the poor 
man, who had entertained him in so hospitable a 
manner* The Arab, in a transport of joy for 
fA» good fortune Jhe had met with, exclaimed, 
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« I shall henceforth take ybu for what you ^--^e^ . 
tend to be, even though you should make yourself^ 
two or three times more considerable, than you 
have done." 

Al M(>hdi's death was occasioned by a mis« 
take \ one of his wives, being jealous of his £ai*- 
vourite, gave her a poisoned pear, which she 
thought worthy the calif^'s acceptance, and pre- 
sented it to him, without suspecting its perni- 
cious quality. The emperor had scarcely eatea 
it, before he was attsucked with excruciating^ 
pains, and, shortly after, expired* 

jj He was succeeded by his son Musa, 

785. who, after his fether's example, perse- 
cuted the sectaries, and did not even spare 
those of his own £iimily« Pilgrimages, ablu- 
tions, and prostrations, were turned by them in- 
to ridicule ; for which reason the caliphs wer^ 
more punctual in the observance of their severaL 
duties than before. 

In the 170th year of the Hegira, Musa, find- 
ing himself firmly settled upon the throne, form- 
ed a design to exclude his brother, AI Rashid, 
from the succession, with a view of advancing 
his own son ; but Yahya, a person of great repu- 
tation, and who filled the important office of 
visir, endeavoured to persuade him from carry- 
ing such a design into execution. The caliph 
^pretended to be convinced by his reasoning \ 
while, at the same time, he gave private orders 
to Harthamah to kill both his brother and the 
visir. For that purpose he kept him one night 
concealed in his palace, but, about midnight, 
Harthamah heard the voice of the caliph's mo- 
ther calling him, and bidding him come and be-^ 
hold Musa dead upon hi^ bed. That prince wa& 
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»fd to have died suddenly of a fit of cough* 
ing. He was buried near the spot in which he 
^ed, and his brother, Al Rashid, performed 
the foieral service over him, and succeeded to 
the throne* 

Yahfa, being informed of Musa^s death, ^ 
came immediately to Al Rashid to ac- m* 
vpaant him with die news, and, before his 
^parture, anotherof the caliph'b friends arrived 
to congratulate him upon the birth of a son ; 
so that the same night was remarkaUe for the 
death of one caliph, the accession of another, 
and the birth of a third. 

Al Rashid appointed his son, Al Amin, his 
successor in the empire, and, aftev him, settled 
the right of succession upon Al Mamun. The 
next year, the Arabs made an irruption into the 
territories of the Greek emperor, and defeated 
the Christian army sent by that prince to oppose 
them. Diogenes, an imperial officer of great 
merit and bravery, together vdth several other 
commtanders, and a vast number of soldiers, 
perished in the action* In the foUowing year, 
the calii^ sent Al Hashemi into Egypt, to pre- 
side over the government of that country. About 
the same time, Saa&r being taken extremely 11), 
the caliph sent lus own physician to attend him, 
who having wrought a cure, Jaa&r chose the 
doctor's son, Gabriel, for his own physician* 
^oon after, Gabriel cured the caliph's favourite 
Sultana, in a very singular manner* She had 
suddenly lost the use of her hand, and every 
remedy was tried to remove the infirmit^) with- 
out effect. Gabriel, who was already in high 
repute for difficult cases, was applied to* He 
requested the caliph to desire the lady to attend 
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his leveeiVhich being done, he approached Jiiei^ 
and began, before Uie whole circuit of cour- 
tiers, to take off her clothes* This- freedom, 
threw her into such confusion, that she made a 
violent effort, with her whole force,, to preverijt 
him, and seized upon her garment with the part: 
affected. Upon which, turning to the sovereignly 
he exclaimed, " Emperor of the feithful, she is 
cured !" which proved to be the case. Al Ras- 
hid ^as so pleased with the event, that he made 
Gabriel a present of five hundred pieces of mo- 
ney, and ever afterward honoured him with 
his esteem. 

In the course of the 179th year of the Hegira^ 
Al Rashid consulted all the principal doctors 
of the law of Bagdad, to know whether he was 
obliged to underUke a journey on foot to Mecca^ 
in consequence of a vow he had formerly made. 
That prince being in great distress, and evea 
almost overwhelmed with the afiBictions he 
found himself obliged to sustain, in the reign of 
his brother, vowed to perform a pilgrimage to 
Mecca on foot, if it should please God ever to 
deliver him out of those troubles. However, 
after his own elevation to the throne, many of 
his courtiers remonstrated with him, assuring 
him that he was under no obligation to visit the 
Caaba in the manner he proposed ; but the doc^ 
tors of the law, being applied to, unanimously 
were of opinion, that his former vow was obli- 
gatory. He set out, therefore, from Bagdad to 
Mecca, went thither, and returned to his capital 
on foot ; a pilgrimage that was never after per- 
formed in the same manner, by any future ca,- 
Uph. We are told, however, that the roads 
through which he passed were covered with rich 
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cupels, and a variety of stuffs of very conside- 
lable price. 

In the 190th year of the Hegira, AI Rashid 
marched into the imperial provinces with an 
army of €fne hundred and thirty-five thousand 
men. He first laid siege to Heraclea, took it» 
and redbced it to ashes ; after which conquest, 
he made himself master of several other towns. 
He then made a descent upon the island of Cy« 
prus, the people of which he pillaged and piun* 
dered in a dreadful manner. This success so 
intimidated the Greek emperor, that he imme- 
diately sent a tribute, and concluded a peace 
with the caliph, upon the terms he thought fit 
to prescribe ; one of which was, that the city of 
Heraclea should never be rebuilt. The citizens 
of Toledo, at this time, rebelled against the 
western caliph, Al Hakem, in Spain ; but that 
prince sent his son, with an army, against their 
dty, wiuch they entered without the trouble and 
feligue of a siege, put five thousand of them 
to the sword, and entirely extinguished the re- 
bellion. 

The next year, the caliph removed his lieute- 
nant from the government of Khorasan, and 
placed the successor in his stead. The new 
lieutenant had no sooner entered upon the go- 
vernment of the province assigned him, than he 
lent his predecessor, who had exercised unheard- 
of tyranny, in chains, to Al Rashid. The rebel 
Al Leith having made a formidable progress in 
the conquest of Khorasan, Al Rashid resolved 
to march against him in person. 

The general rendezvous of his forces was in 
the plains of Rakka, from whence he advanced 
tt the head of them to Bs^ad. Having sup* 
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plied his troops with evciy thing neeessarjr, lie 
continued his inarch to the frontiers of Joi^aoy 
where he was seized with an illness, which gpc^w 
more violent after he had entered the provizui:e# 
Finding himself not able to pursue his route^ lie 
resigned the command of the army to his aon^ 
Al Mamun ; appointed many experienced o^ 
ficers to serve under him ; and retii^ himself 
tp Tus, in Khorasan. The caUph saw, iix a 
dream, at Rakka, before he departed from that 
place, a hand over his head full of red earthy 
and, at the same time, he heard the voice of a 
person pronouncing these words: ^ See the eartli 
in which Al Raslud is to be buried." He in- 
stantly asked, ^^ where ?" and was answered by 
the same voice, " at Tus." This warning great- 
ly discomposing him, he communicated his dream. 
to Gabriel, his physician, who assured him that 
it ought to give him no manner of concern, as 
dreams were but the phantoms produced by a 
state of ipeasiness, which in this case was occa- 
. sioned by his anxiety to extinguish the rebellion ; 
he ought, therefore, to dissipate his melancholy ,^ 
by pursuing some favourite diversion, that nught 
(huw his attention another way* The caliph, 
therefore, for this purpose, prepared a ms^i;nifi- 
cent entertainment for his principal courtiers, 
winch continued for several days ; he then put 
himself at the head of his troops, where he was 
i^;ain attacked by the disorder, which increas- 
ing, at length the prediction, communicated 
to him in his dream, was fulfilled* Just before 
he (tied, he sent for Gabriel his physician, and 
said to iiuky ^ Do you remember, Gabriel, my 
4ream at lUkka ? We are now arrived at Tus, 
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&e place, according to what was predicted in 
that, dream, of my interment ; send one of my 
eunuchs to fetch me a handful of earth.** The 
eunuch soon retwned, and brought a handful of 
red earth, which he presented to the csMpti with 
bis arm half bare ; at the sight of which the dy- 
ai^ prince exclaimed, ^ In truth, this is the 
earth, and the very arm, that I sa^^in my 
dream V* His spirits &iling him, and his ma]ft> 
dy increasing^ he died three diays aflter, and was 
Imried in the same place, where a stately monu* 
Inent was erected to his memory. 

This caliph was a person of great humanity, 
and had distinguished himself by his liberality, 
e^iedally to poets, being excessively fond of 
Arab poetry, iod being even capable of writing 
verses himself : he was magnanimous and brave, 
and so devout, that he is said to have gone eight 
or nine times on pilgrimages to Mecca, while he 
was caliph* He spent a connderable time every 
day in prayer, except when he was fflck, distri- 
buted large sums of ijaoncy among the poor/ 
and carried with him one hundred learned men 
to Mecca ; and when he did not go himself thi- 
ther, he furnished proper accommodations for 
that journey* 

During this reign, we are told that there was 
a remarkable solar eclipse at Alexandria, when 
the stars appeared, and the people were so struck 
with terror, that they fell down upon their knees,, 
and implored the divine protection* 

Al Rashid, being one day told that there was 

a fool at Bagdad, who pretended to be God, sent 

for him, in order to discover whether he was 

really a fool or an impostor* At his first appear- 

Vol. X. I 
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ancc, the caliph said to him, a man was brDtlgb*e 
before me some days ago, who wished to pass 
for a prophet sent by God : I commanded him. 
immediately to be carried to prison ; he was theti 
tried, and beheaded. The fool, having heard 
these words, replied, " You did right ; you act- 
ed as became one of my feithful servants ; that 
wretch never received the gift of prophecy from 
me, nor had he any order or mission on my 
part." It appears that, according to the princi- 
ples of the Mohammedans, an insane person can 
say nothing but what is true, since it is God who 
speaks by him. On the contrary, he who pre- 
tends to be a prophet, when he really is not so^ 
is an impostor, and can utter nodiing but lies. 
Th6 greatest part of the Moslems betieve that 
fools are agitated by the spirit of God ; hence 
the proverb, " Fools and children always speak 
the truth." 

This caliph, being once in Egypt, said to his 
courtiers, ** The king of this country formerly 
boasted himself to be God; in consequence, 
therefore, of such pride, I will confer the go^ 
vcmment of it on the meanest of my slaves." 

Marching one day at the head of his troops, 
a woman came to Al Rashid to complain, that 
some of the soldiers had pillaged her house. 
He immediately replied, " Hast thou not read, 
woman, -in the Koran, tliat princes, when they 
passed with their armies through places, de- 
stroyed them ?" — ^'^ True," replied the woman, 
" but then it is also said, in the same book, that 
the houses of those prkices shall be desolate, for 
the acts of injustice that they commit." This 
bold repartee was so well received by the caliph, 
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that he immediatdy ordered her reparation, for 
the damages which she had sustidned. 

He took for his instructor in the Moham« 
ineclan law the celebrated Doctor Asmai, who, 
wishing to examine things, to the utmost rigour 
(^ die law, would frequently have obliged him 
to make a &lse step, if he had not been on his 
guard* On such occasions the^ prince would 
my to him, ^ You are more learned than I, but I 
have more prudence than you." The doctor ex- 
celled very greatly in all kinds of Arabian lite- 
rature, whidi so much endeared him to the ca* 
Uph, that he thought it an honour to submit to 
his instructions ; the scholar was resolved, how- 
ever, to give the first lesson, which was worthy 
of his high rank and capaci^ : << Listen," say» 
be, ^ to &e conditions which must serve &r the 
basis of our mutual good understanding. Ne- 
ver attempt to instruct me in public, nor be in 
haste to give me your advice in private : wait 
till I question you ; answer in a direct and pre- 
cise manner, without any superfluous words. 
Take care you do not endeavour to prejudice 
me in &voi|r of your sentiments, nor expect me 
to pay too great deference to your capacity. 
Use no prolixity in the histories or traditions 
you shall think proper to relate to me. Should 
you observe me quitting the path of rectitude, 
gently lead me back to it, without any harsh ex- 
pressions* Assist me in the orations I must 
make in jmblic ; but never address me in equi- 
vocal terms." 

. The caliph was succeeded by his son . j^ 
AI Amin, who, being extremely addicted ^qo, ' 
to drunkenness and gaming, abandoned 
his government to his prime idsir* This man 
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was a very able minister) but, fearing Al Ma^ 
mun's resentment, if, acconting to the succ^s«^ 
aion settled by his &ther, he should ever ascend 
the Mohammedan throne, advised his master tx> 
exclude him fix)m the succession. The caliph^ 
unhappily for himself, followed the counsel of 
his prime visir, ordered Al Mamun's name to be 
.omitted in the public prayers on Fridays, and in 
the discourses made afterwards to the people by 
the Imam, though still in his tender years, and 
the presumptive heir to the crown. This treat- 
ment so irritated Al Mamun, that he was re- 
solved to come to an open rupture with his bro- 
ther, in order, if possible, to frustrate his design: 
instead, therefore, of going to Bagdad, as he 
had been commanded, he cut orGTall communica- 
tion between his province and that capital, pre- 
tending, that as his &ther had as^gned him the 
lieutenancy of the Khorasan, he was responsible 
for all the disorders that might happen there, 
during his absence. He also coined money, and 
would not suffer Al Amin's name to be impres- 
sed upon it ; he also prevailed upcHi a person, 
who had been some time in open rebellion 
agsdnst the caliph, to join him with a body of 
troops ; by which means he was put in posses- 
sion of all the vast territory of Khorasan. Here 
he bore an absolute sway, ofiiciated in the mosque 
as Imam, and constantly harangued the people 
from the pul^nt. 

Al Amin, finding that he had missed his aim, 
and that his brother set him at defiance, declare 
ed war against him, and sent Isa to invade Kho- 
rasan with an armyof sixty thousand men. Be- 
fore his departure, yiebeida, Al Amin's mother, 
and mother-in-law to Al Mamun, intreated that 
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general to consider the latter as her own son, or» 
at least, as the son of Al Rashid ; and, if he re- 
fused to obey the caliph's orders, three days af- 
ter they had been imparted to him, to bring him 
kx silver chsdns to Bagdad. 

Al Mamun made the necessary dispositions 
for giving him a proper reception ; he put in 
motion all the troops he could raise with ttie ut- 
most expedition, and gave the command of them 
to Thaher, one of the greatest generals of the 
age, who obliged the caliph to retreat into his 
capital. 

iEven this sense of immediate danger did not 
roQse Amin from his accustomed supineness. 
While the enemy was at the gates of Bagdad, 
and the war engines were hurlmg their destruc- 
tive wei^ns and fire on the devoted city, which 
was almost on tlie point of being taken by storm, 
he was quietly playing at chess with Kutha, his 
freed-man. As long as he could pass his time 
with this Kutha, every other concern was indif- 
ferent to him. A courier went to announce to 
hlra the defeat of the army, and death of the 
general ; he was then amusing himself with 
&hing* " Do not spoil my sport," said he, " for 
Kutha has caught three large fishes, and I have 
not yet caught one." The principal inhabitants 
pf Bagdad, not thinking themselves obliged to 
brave any &lher dangers for such a man, 
agreed to capitulate, which Amin being secret- 
ly informed of, he determined to be first, and 
surrendered, in the hope of his life being sparr 
ed ; but Thaher caused him to be beheaded. 

The same day that Al Amin was de- . _^ * 
stroyed, the people of Bagdad unani- gj ' 
xnously proclaimed his brother caliph j 
I 2 
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he found, however, in difierent parts of tlie 
pire a conaderable opposition, but, by means oF 
his general Thaher^ he triumpheid over all iiis 
enemies, and gave to that celebrated commandetv 
as a rewkrd for his services, the government of 
Ispahan, to descend to his posterity. Thoug^li 
Mamun was not a founder of that dty, since t^e^ 
come the capital of Persia, he was a consideraUe 
bene&ctor to it; he enlarged and adorned it; and 
would have preferred it for his fixed residence, 
had not the popular prejudice been accustomed 
to consider Bagdad as his chief seat of empire* 
He endeavoured to annihilate every pretence 
for schism, and even to abolish its colours. That 
which distinguished the Abasades was black r 
Mamun attempted to introduce green, the colour 
worn by the house of Ali. This produced dis- 
sensions that nearly ripened into sedidon, and 
obliged the caliph to suffer Ae Persians to re- 
sume the black, which they have continued ever 
since. His de^re of uniting the Afferent sects 
has injured him in the opinion of rigid Mussul* 
men. They suspect his orthodoxy, and blame 
him for having introduced speculative sciences, 
when they say the Koran ought to suffice all 
true believers. It is not known whether it was 
to diminish the authority of that book, but he 
commanded the governor of Bagdad to oblige 
the judges and teachers of traditions to insist 
that it is not eternal, but created. Astronomy^ 
physic, and all the sciences, were held in honour, 
during his reign. He invited men of genius to 
his court, loaded them with wealth, and ordered 
their works to be translated. He died at the 
age of forty-nine. When he was at the point of 
death, his physician, and another person, ap- 
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Aip^pvoaclied him, desiring him to make a confea* 
tton of his feith, or to commonicftte his refigioos 
aentimeiits to the people about him ; hot) his 
^eech idling him, he could only say, ^ O thouy 
who nearer diest, have mercy upon me, now dy^ 
mg I" After this ejaculaticm, he expired, and 
was carried to larsus, where his son imd Ihs bro- 
ther buried him in the house of Khakan, one of 
Ms &ther'8 fevourite eunuchs. He is said to 
have be^i the most renowned prince of the 
hfifune of Ai Abbas, a race more fittdtful in he^ 
roes than any that ever swayed the sceptre 
amon^the M^mmedans. He lavished his £»- 
vours upcm the descendants, and restored to 
them the territory which fbnneriy belonged to 
th^ common mother, Fatima ; of whidi, by 
the tjrraTmy of his predecessors, they had been 
king and unjustly deprived. 

Al Motasem, accordi^ to the will of a d 
Al Rashid, was -saluted c^if^, the same g^^* 
day on which his brother, Al Mamun, 
died. Some of the Moslem commanders at Tar^ 
sus were inclined to &vour the interest <^ Al Ab- 
bas, son to ^e deceased caliph ; but that young 
prince, having himself taken the ^mth of 'ftDb- 
gianee, all the officers of the army, as wi^as 
those belonging to the court, followed his exam* 
pie* The cidiph, very shortly afterwards, receiv- 
ed advice of the great progress made by the re- 
bels in Persian Irak, headed by one Babec, an 
enemy both to dvil and ecclesiastical govern- 
ment. This Bal^c was sumamed Al Horemi, 
it is said, because he instituted a merry reHgiony 
which is the signification of the word in Persian. 
He assumed to himself the character of a pro- 
pbet^ and gained a great number of devotees. 
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till at length he became so formidable, that Al 
Motaaem ivas obliged to employ the whole forces 
of the empire against him. The general sent tpb 
reduce Babec, was a Turk by birth, who had 
been brought up a slave in the caliph's court ^ 
and, having been employed in disciplining the 
Turkish militia, had acquired the reputation o£ 
a great captain* As the rebels had made them- 
selves masters of some important place% and 
had become very formidable, he resolved to 
bring them to action, as soon as an opportunity 
offered ; which having found, he defeated tbeni 
with a prodigious slaughter, putting no less than 
sixty diousand of them to Uie sword, and driv- 
ing the rest into the imperial territories. He 
then employed much time in rebuilding. and fi^r- 
tifying the castles that had been demolished by 
Babec's troops, in order thereby to put a stop to 
the incursions of the rebels. 

About this time, a very severe persecution was 
carried on by the caliph, s^nst all who denied 
the creation of the Koran. Hanbal, the foun- 
der of a sect of Sonnites, refusing to acknow- 
ledge the Koran to be created, was scourged in 
so cruel a manner, that he fainted away, having 
been almost fiayed alive, and was aiierwards 
imprisoned. The same punishment would have 
been inflicted upon another, had he not escaped 
it by an ingenious occasion, which was of signal 
service to him : he allowed the Koran to have 
been instituted by . God, and that every such 
thing was created ; though he would not, in di- 
rect terms, admit the conclusion naturally dedu.* 
cible from those premises. In short, he con- 
ceived the Koran to be endued witH one of the 
essential properties of a creati^d Bdng, though 
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be endeavoured to evade standing to the conse* 
quences of such a concession* 

In the 22rth year of the Heghu, Al Motaaem 
died, leaving behind him eight sons, and as many 
daughters* It is remarkai^e, that he reigned 
dght years, eight montlis, and eight days; that 
he was elevated to the Mohammedan throne in 
the eighth month of the year ; that he had Iboght 
^;fat battles,and possessed eight thousand slavesi 
from these, and other circumstances of the same 
kind, the Arabs were induced to surname him 
Al Mothamen, that is, the eighth* As the people 
of Bagdad disturbed his repose by frequent re* 
YcittSj he took the resolution to abandon that 
dty, -and to build another capital* The spot he 
diose for this purpose was called Katul, near 
the city of Sara Manray, in the Arabian Irak s 
here he erected the new city, vdiich he called Sa 
Murra* If credit be due to Arabian writers, this 
calijrfi had thirty thousand piebald horses, about 
Whose necks he ordered sacks fiili of earth to 
be hung, which they carried to a place in the 
dty, he had maii^ed out for that purpose* It 
there formed a pretty high terrace, on which was 
built a lar^ saloon, from whence he could oh* 
serve every thing that passed through die dty* 

Historians celebrate this catiph for his mag^ 
nanimity, and mendon one of his actions, which 
appears in a very dngular light* Being once 
separated from his companions, he met an old 
man standing by his ass, which had fidlen down 
on the ground, in a dirty place, with a load on 
his back* The caliph immediately alighted from 
his own horse, to asnst the man in raising up his 
bea^t ; which having done, though he had spoil- 
ed his own clothes, he made him a handsome 
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present. He was the first of the calij^ who ad*^ 
ded the name of God to his own ; for he ordered 
himself to be sumamed BiUah in God, or by the 
grace of God* When the Greeks took and sack- 
ed the city of Zabatra, an Arab woman, of the 
house of Al Abbas, is said to have been taken 
prisoner by a horseman, and, the very moment 
she was seized, to have cried out '^ Succour me^ 
Q, Al Motasem l" to which the horseman re- 
plied, by way of ridicule, ^^ See, here comes Al 
Motasem, on his pied horse, to your assistance**' 
This adventure being, some time after, related 
to the caliph, who was then at a great distance 
from Zabatra, he swore that he would not think 
of any other enterprise, till he had released the 
woman. Accordingly, he marched, at the head 
of his forces, to that city, in the midst of winter, 
and attacked tlie Greeks with such vigour, that 
he entirely defeated them, and thus deliver^ 
the woman out of the hands of her enemies. 
j^jy Al Wathec was proclaimed caliph tbc 
g^^/ same day his father died, and was also ex* 
posed to many conspiracies, which, proba* 
bly, origmated in the perseverance with which he 
pursued those who professed the etenAy of the 
Koran. This dogma appears to have been a soit 
of raUying point ; if the rebels would make a re- 
cantation of their belief, they obtsuned the ca^ 
liph's pardon. He imitated, in almost all things, 
his uncle Al Mamun. He was extremely delight- 
ed with the study of the sciences, and greatly ca- 
ressed all men of letters ; he was liberal and cha- 
ritable to a great degree, and so fiu* banished 
poverty finom his dominions, that not a single 
beggar was to be met with, during the last year 
of his reign, either at Mecca or Medina. He 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I 



T7NDER TBE CALIPHS* 9S 

was very much attached to astrology ; and hav- 
ing, in his last illness, conferred with some of 
the magi, they assured him, from the present 
moment, his reign should be continued fifty 
years ; but he did not live above ten days after 
the prediction. At his death, the prisons were 
full of persons of the first quality in the empire. 
He died, at the age of Airty-two, of the dropsy, 
caused, it is thought, by the stimulating potions 
which he had ^en to incite and kuidle his 
pas^ons. 

Al Wathec's death was no sooner _^ 
imown, than his brother Al Motawakkel g^^ " 
was saluted caliph by the people of Sa- 
marra, and afterwards acknowledged as such, by 
all the provinces of the empire. 

It appears, however, that the nobles balanced 
some time in their chcnce between Al Modiadi 
his son, and Al Motawakkel his brother. They 
at lengdi decided in favour of the latter ; because 
the former was too young to perform in the qua- 
lity of Iman the prayers in the mosque, an of- 
fice which belonged excludvely to die caliplu 
This in^mcity often inverted the order of the 
successic^ and prevented the children from in- 
heriting the father's throne. 

Mohammed Al-Ziyat, the late visir, having 
treated Al Motawakkel ill, during his brother's 
life time, tiiat prince resented the injuries he had 
then suffered, soon after he ascended the Moslem 
throne. He accordingly sent him to prison, and 
ordered a person to keep him awake for several 
days and nights successively. Mohammed, being 
afterwards suffered to take some repose, slept a 
whole day and a night, and when he awoke, he 
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uras thxown into an iron furnace, heated red li^;^ 
where he was miserably burnt to death. Tlus 
counsellor was endued with great eloquence; 
was exquisitely well versed in Arab grammar 
and poetry ; but he was haughty, weak, vam- 
glorious, and entirely void of compas^n« Hie 
never did any person a goodoflBce, frequently 
^ying, that pity was a natural weakness, and 
liberality folly* 

This prince divided bis empire between his 
three sons, who were i4>pointed his successors* 
To each of them he gave a black and wlute ban- 
ner; the former was to distinguish them as heir^^ 
apparent to the crown ; and the latter as their 
&ther's vicegerents, who had the government qf 
the empire ^vided among them. 

Al Motawakkel, about this time, commanded 
all the Christians and Jews to wear a leathern 
girdle, called, by the Arabs, Z<»iai, and a sort of 
badge on their cloaths, in order to distinguish 
them from the Mussulmen. He likewise forbade 
them to make use of iron stirrups, and com- 
manded them to paint the figures of devils, or 
else pf hogs and apes, on the doors of their 
^ houses ; a disgrace which was occasi4bd by thp 
imprudent conduct of the caliph's physician, ^ 
Christian, who had incurred his master's displea- 
sure* About this time, Faraj, a &mous in^ 
postor, pretending to be Moses brought to 
life again, performed his part so well, that se^ 
veral people believed him, and attended hii|i 
when he vas brought before the caliph* That 
prince havibg been a witness tp his extravaganjt 
discoursed, eondemned him to receive ten blows 
from one of his followers, and then' be to put to 
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Jeath ; iMfhich sentence was acconfiftgly isnecuted, 
and his disciples were impriscmedf tllji they reco* 
vered from tiieir in&toation. 

In the course of the next year, thet:a]iph, who 
openly declared himself an enemy to the house 
of Aliy foihade his subjects, under the severest 
penalties, to go on pilgrimage to the tomb of 
tiiat Imam. He afterwards oidered the sepulchre 
of Hosein to be entirely rased ; and, in onder the 
more eifectuaUy to efface all traces of it, he was 
resolved not to content himself with ploughing 
or breaking up the ground on which it stood, 
but likewise to draw a canal of water over it. 
At Uiis period of Arabian history, many cities in 
the vrestem provinces suffered severely from 
earthquakes, by which, numbers of houses were 
overturned. At Andoch, one thousand five hun- 
dred houses, and above ninety towers, bebnging 
to the wall that surrounded the city, are said to 
have been destroyed ; wl^h calamity, together 
with the frightful and unaccountable noises, so 
terrified the. inhabitants, that they fled for safety 
into the adjacent fields ; but great multitudes of 
ihe peopl^irere destroyed by these concussions. 
The spriilf^ at Mecca failed this year to such a 
degree, that the celebrated well or fountain in 
that city was almost dried up. A river also, not 
&r distant from Mount Al Akra, disappeared 
again the sam^ year, in which that mountain 
was absorbed, and was never afterwards seen. 
About the same time, the caliph, being inform- 
ed that the nilometer was fallen to decay, sent 
a geometrician from Irak to Egypt, to erect a 
new pillar, which being done, it was called the 
new nilometer ; and the other that had fallen to 
decay, was never afterwards used. 
Vol. X. K 
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In the 24^1 year of the Hegiv% the 
AI Motawakkel was assasttnaitecl, lA the foiliMriii^- 
manner. Although he had been some time Hit 
and unat^ to attend his dutf at the ]iK>s<|ae> he 
was persuaded to go thither aad shew himsei€ tm 
the peo{^e, to prevent M commotions that mijg^tvt 
be excited by his indispo«t!OQ, whioh,at thatliflse^ 
was publicly known* He thefefoiv ro o m ted litsr 
horse, and went directly to the mosquet whoie fa^ 
performed the usual serrices. Upen his retom^ 
suspecting some secret ill designs c^ Al Montaser,. 
his son, notwithstanding all his endeaiaoiirs to ex-' 
tirpate them, he ordered him to i^pear^ and re* 
proached him and his modier wifth the cabals in 
which they had been engaged, and threatened to 
make them both feel die effbctsof bis r&n&atjm&a^ 
This rebuke so incensed A^Montaser, that he ve^ 
solved upon his Other's diestrisctioci, and engaged 
certain Turks who were dissatisfied with the c«7 
liph's conduct, and soipe of his domestics^ taas^ 
sist him in the parricide; Being statios^ fefF 
that purpose, they fell upon him while he was at 
table, and stabbed him. During the confusiooy 
and his efforts to defend himself Fataluone of his 
favourites, trying to save him, exelaAed, with 
all his might, " O Motawakkel, I wiU not 
survive thee ;" while his buffoon, at a tittle (Ms-^ 
tance, was screaming, to the fiilias loud^ ^''I 
hope to live when you are no mere." The wishes, 
of both were gratified. 

This pHhce is said to have been a lover of 
learning ; but his memory must be held by the 
Arabs in detestatidn ; because he was the first 
of their emperors who, to the pain of death, ad- 
ded the refinement of torture. At one time, what 
at table with his friends, a lion, by his order, was 
let loose into the apartments, to throw them into 
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mstftteof temHr;'ataBolker)hewoidd€tiise^er> 
^ents to be fiimg under die table, and pots full 
.^ seorpioiis to be broken, Vithout afiy person 
^xing permitted to change 4us place : tmd he 
4:ured^ by means of an electuary^ those who had 
-bden bitten or stuBg^ The qiprebension of these 
idangerons (Aversions prevented several men of 
'ScieBce firom &dng at his court, though Uls Invi* 
•tations to tb«n wore accompai^ed widi the most 
Jd>eral promisies. H» treatment of Honain, a 
4[^bmtian phy^ciant was, of itself, sufficient to 
oiiake them imwiliing to attend* To convince 
hknadf whether he might confide in this person, 
^e ci^^ oonunanded him to prepare a mortal 
^oiseD lor one^ hb enemies, so subtle in its ef- 
<fect, that his dissohition might appear perfectly 
«alfflFal« Hooain rejected this proposal with hor- 
jotn The emperor insisted, intreated, and con- 
fined faim in prison a year. At the expiration of 
that p^iod, he ^ms again brought into the ca- 
iqiii^ {NKsenoe, who renewed his solicitaUons and 
^treats. The ^ysichoi continued firm. ^' What 
ean im^re you with tins resolution," said the 
kmpcmxTj **whenyou see death before youreyes?" 
" Two iWbgs," r^ed Honain ; " my religion 
and my professkm ; the first teaches me to do good 
^my enemies, and to do no hurt to my friends; 
the SKond has been established for the advan- 
tage d the human race ; and when I embraced 
it, I took a solemn oath never to be concerned 
in a preparatim) of a hurtfiil or mortal nature." 
The caliph r^^ced, and gave him his entire con- 
fidence ; but a favour, bought with a year's im- 
prisonment, was not likely to tempt the learned, 
whom his munificence might otherwise have 
attached to him. M>tawakkers reign, which 
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was of fourteen years duration, is renuirkaUe tor 
evtry species of scourges which desolated tb^ 
empire :— wars, rebellion, famine, persecutions^ 
dreadful hurricanes, and violent earthquakes 5 
hence it was called the reign of prodigies. 
. J. The same night on which Al Motsf^ 
35 J ' wakkel was massacred, his 'son Montaaer 
was saluted emperor. His first act was 
to read a declaration, affirmmg that he had no 
hand in his Other's death ; that it ought to be 
imputed to his favourite Fatah, whom he had op> 
dered to be cut to pieces, for being guilty of so 
atrocious a crime. Notwithstandmg, howevo*, 
his professions on this head, the parricide's ots- 
morse bore evidence to his crime. He dragged 
on a short and hated existence, pursued by de- 
spair and the avenging furies. Scxm after his ele- 
vation he thought he saw his father in a dream, 
who addressed him in the following wor^ : 
'' Mohammed, thou hast killed me ! thoil hast 
oppressed me ; thou hast deprived me of the 
caliphate, which thou shalt in a short time 
leave, and then be cast into eternal fire." He 
immediately awaked in the utmost terror, and 
made his palace resound with his lamentations* 
He sought to annihilate every object which could 
remind him of this execrable deed. He demo- 
lished his fiither's palace, and quitted the city 
where the deed had been perpetrated ; but he 
could not escape from his own thoughts ; every 
deject that he saw reminded him of his guilt. 
Montaser was one day admiring a beautifiil 
painting of a man on horseback, with a diadem 
encircling his head, and a Persian inscription : 
he demanded the explanation ; it was this :— 
>' I am Shiunyeh, the son of Kosru, who mur- 
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^|et«d my fiither, and poesesaed the crown oolf 
mx montiis." He tnniffid {wle^ as if struck bf a 
sentence of death* His dreams now presented 
thems^ves to fats afifngfated imagination; the 
giiastly shade of his &ther seemed to stand be- 
£»« his eyes, calling him, with looks of terror 
and indignatiDn, to the tomb« Thither he de- 
scended at the age of twenty-fiTe. It is sos* 
pected that his end was hastened by poison, ad- 
ttiinistered tohimby the accomi^cesof hiscrime, 
trho dreaded the eiiBCts of his rq)entance. 

I>aring this reign, an Arab, who dwelt in the 
neighbourhood of Mecca, held assemblies at his 
kcNise lor the roost unlawful and indecorous pur- 
^aesy in order to debauch the youth of both 
sexes, whom he suffered to mix together pro- 
x^ocuously, in direct (^position to the Moham- 
fnedan laws. This man was brought before the 
judge at Mecca, who, afker reproaching him for 
his ui^>aralleled ginlt, began to draw up his pro- 
'Ceas, not doubting of the truth of the feet, which 
was become notoriom to all the people of the 
territory ei Mecca. But as none of his accom- 
I^es would a]^>ear against him, the judge 
^Mmd lumaelf greatly embarrassed, for want of 
evidence. Howeter, at last, he devised an ex* 
pedient which he thought would in&Uibly con- 
'Viet him i and that was, to try whether any of 
those puMic beasts, made use o[ by the peofde 
who set out every day from one particular place^ 
would, of themselves, find the way to his house* 
The experiment was made on some asses, which 
went Erectly to the spot inhabited by the Arab^ 
though this was, of itself, extremely difficult to 
be discovered. The judge having now, as he 
imagined, full proof of his guilt, sent for the 
K 2 
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executioner to xhastiae him, who immediateljr 
appeared with his instruments of torture in hi» 
hand. The Arab, who bethought himself of a 
device to avoid the threatened punishment, turo* 
ing to the judge, ssdd, ^' When you have fiayed 
me alive with your whips, you will have punisli.* 
ed only one guilty person ; but, by such an action^ 
you will reflect an eternal ignominy upon the 
whole Arab nation ; for it will be said of theixE 
hereafter, that, when the evidence of men couid 
not be produced, they admitted that of asses." 
The company were so pleased with the humour 
of the man, that he was pardoned and dismissed* 

The day after Al Montaser's death, those who 

had been concerned in the murder a£ his father 

assembled, and determined never to vest with the 

imperial dignity any of that prince's sons, lest 

J. they should be called to account for their 

g'^jj ' former villainy. They, therefore, unani* 
mously elevated to the throne Al Mostain. 
The friends of Al Motazz, the legal successor, as- 
sembled, and made an attempt to place him on 
the tlirone ; upon this a severe conflict ensued^ 
but Al Motazz's friends were defeated, and for 
the most part cut to pieces* In the course of the 
following year, a rebellion was excited at Bag- 
dad by the Turkish troops, in the caliph's service* 
Thepopul£^e assembled in great numbers, burnt 
omi of the bridges over the Tigris, and demo^ 
lished the other, opened all the prisons in that 
city, pillaged the houses of the wealthiest inha- 
bitants, and distributed the money that fell into 
their hands among the forces ]x>sted for the de- 
fence of the frontiers, at a considerable distance 
from the town. But this rebellion, as well as 
others, at CU&9 were in the end suppressed* 
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Yezld, anotfaerchiefofthe house of Ali,rebcl« 
led against the caliph, and seized upon the pro- 
▼iiice of Tabrestan, of which he remained master 
nineteen years; apid then left it to his brother Ka« 
seni) vho kept possessicm of it eighteen years 
without any molestation from the caliphs. 

In the year of Hegira 251, the Turks, who 
had made themselves masters of all the forces of 
tlie empire, were divided into two po^er&l fiM> 
tions. Bager, one of their leaders, having had 
some dispute with Wasif, another of them, appli* 
ed to the caliph for justice, who was so &r from 
complying with his request, that he openly fii- 
▼ourai his antagonist. This partiality so exas- 
perated Bager, that he assembled his fnends with 
a resolution to assassinate Wasif, and depose the 
caliph, in order to elevate another who should be 
more ^sivourable to their views ; but this conspi- 
racy being discovered, Bs^er was arrested, which 
was considered as a signal for the Turks, who 
immediately toc^ up arms, under the pretext oi 
delivering their general. With the hope of put* 
ting an end to this mutiny, the caliph executed 
Bager, which however, so fiir from appeasing 
the Turks, rendered them more forious. In this 
extremity, Al Mostain fled to Bagdad. The 
Turks of their own authority deposed him; stfid 
placed Al Motazz on the throne. Tlu» year the 
Christians worsted the Mussulmen iti an action 
by sea off Syracuse, and took four of their ships. 

Al Motazz, having taken the place of -^ 
their late caliph, continued to goveni in g^^ * 
his stead : when he was fixed upon the 
throne, without any danger of a competitor, he 
called his brother Al Mowaiad to the succession ; 
though, upon bare Suspicion only, he afterwards 
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deprived him of his right, and sent him td prison* 
He acted in the same way with regard to Al Mou- 
affek, another of his brothers, who soon after fell 
into disgrace* The news of Al Mowaiad's coii-» 
finement no sooner transpired, than the whole 
body of the Turkish troops began to be in mo* 
(ion, and publicly declared that they would re- 
lease him. This commotion so excited the ca^ 
yph's jealousy, that he ordered him to be mur^ 
dered privately, but in such a manner, that no 
marks of vic^ence could be discovered upon hun i. 
90 that when the body was exposed to the view 
of the juc^^ doctors of the law, nobility and. 
Turkish officers, they unanimously i^^reed, that 
this prince ^ed a natural death. Ahmed, a 
third brother, who was greatly beloved by the 
people, was suffered to live in obscurity at 



f otazz sowed dissensions among the officers, 
caused them to be punishers of each other, for 
con8{nring against the power which it was their 
•duty to protect. The chief part of the captains 
fell victims to the disputes he had occaanoned* 
The emperor imagined he should be able to con« 
troul the rest by Ms own guard ; but these were 
cut to pieces by the Turl^ who obliged the ca- 
liph to abdicate his throne, and then starved him 
to death* This prince, who reigned but about 
three or four years, and who died at the age of 
twenty-two, was so attached to pleasure, that. 
he entirely neglected the government of his exr. 
tensive ^npire ; and frequently acted beneath the 
dignity of his station. The patriarch Sanitius, 
during this reign, converted aeveral unbelievers, 
who denied the reality of Christ's sufferings. 
The same Sanitius was at the expence of makiog 
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several subterranean aqueducts ; by means of 
vhich, the city of Alexandria was plentifully 
sapi^ed with excellent water* 

Upon the deposition of Al Motazz, who was 
obligied to the Turkish troops, to declare him- 
self unequal to the government of the -^ ^ 
Mohammedan empire, Al M ohtadi was g^^ ' 
sahited caKph ; and all the people of the 
metropolis took the oath of allegiance to him. 
This prince has been represented by Mohamme- 
dan writers as a great lover of justice, which he 
(fistributed daily in person to all his subjects. 
He prohibited the use of wine, as well as gaming 
of all kinds, so expressly forbidden by the Koran ; 
said banished from the court all singers, sooth- 
sayers, jesters, and buffoons* He sent away the 
Hons and hounds that had been kept by his pre- 
decessors. In order to ingratiate himself with 
the people, he lessened the taxes ; regulated the 
•finances ; inspected the conduct of the judges 
as well as the public accounts ; and set apart two 
days every week for hearing and redressing the 
grievances of his subjects. The people were an* 
ticipating their future happiness, under the con- 
duct of such a sovereign, when the Turkish 
guard, whose licentiousness he tried to restrain, 
conspired against him : they insolentiy preferred 
their unjust commands, to which he refused 
compliance : they proceeded to threats ; but he 
remained steady in his resolution, and in conse- 
quence of it lost his Hfe. 

Al Motawakkel, one of the former ca- * n 
liphs, had left two sons, the eldest of g^^/ 
whom, Al Mofamed, was elected to suc- 
seed Al Motadi ; he was naturally indolent, ig- 
norant of state afiairs, and wholly addicted to 
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repose and pleasure : he had, however, the good 
^sense to place an entbe confidence in his brotliery 
who was acdve, vigilant, and courageous ; equal- 
ly capable of governing in peace and in w^ar. 
-To him vras left the adratnistratioa of all afiainiy 
both civil and mititary ; therefore, eitry actioii 
of Al Motamed's reign ought to be aacrttied to 
Al Mowaifek. He never laid down his umam 
jhiiing his govetnment. 

Al Habtb, prince of Zenjiana, made incursioaa 
almost to the very gates dF Bagdad, doing irte- 
parable damage, wherever he moved* The cft- 
liph sent a very considerable army against iikb, 
hut the Zenjian defeated him irith a very great 
Alaoghter; made himself master of twenty-four q£ 
the caliph's largest ships in the bay of Basra, put 
an incredible number of inhabitants of OboUo to 
the sword, and seised upon the town, which he -r&> 
duced to ashes. From thence he masched to Abi^ 
dan, vrhich likewise surrendered to him* His ov 
«y beii^ now hicreasedtoeigfaty tHousand strcxni^ 
tht greatest part of the citizens of Banna Bkea^ 
doned the place ; a circumstance which struck 
with terror all the inhabitants of the adjac^ tei^ 
ntories, and even the court of the caliph itself. 

Al I^kbib continued his war with the greatest 
success for several succeeding years : but m tho 
d69th y^u* of dke I^ira, Al Mowafiek attached 
Al Habib with unparalleled bravery, and woidd 
have entirely defeated hino, had he not been 
wounded in the breast by an arrow, whioh obl^ 
ed him to retire fiom the heat of action. As 
soon, however, as he was cured of his wound, he 
advanced against Al Mabiya ; mode himself mas^ 
ter of that roetn^Hs ; destroyed the walls that 
bad been raised by the Zenjian prince ; put many 
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of the inihabitaiits to the awoid, and csnifld • 
gimt Bmnber avay into captivity* 

The next year, Al Mowaffek demoliahed At 
lUHb's palace, aadadzedopou his fiun^ ; but 
the rebel andusurper^ wtohad made such haioc 
Uk tte Moslem empire hiraael^ found meaoa to 
escape. However, Al Mowafiek puffsued Um ; 
ratkely defisated his shatteied fovces, which he 
bad Tallied^ and took Al Habib himsdi^ whom he 
oidi^Bed to bedec8{ntated« His head was carried 
\tpafx a hvKe threugh.a g;Teat part of the legioa^ 
the Tepeseof which he had so long disturbed f 
after which it was sent to Bagdad, where it was 
first exposed to public view, and then fixed upon 
one of the gates of the city. By this last victory, 
wfaick was complete, Al Mowafiek acquired the 
^erious tide of the Protector of Islam, or Mo*- 
hammcdism* 

The same year died Ebn Tolun, in* Egypt, 
wtohad long waged war against the caliph, and 
wdiom, two years befeire, Ai Mowaffiek had caused 
to be publicly cursed in all the mosques of Bag- 
dad and Irak. It has bem observed .that, when 
Tc4iin was at the point of death, he lifted up his 
hands to heaven, and said, ^< O L4>rd, forgive 
tity servant, whose load of ginlt is too great for 
him to cQsnprehend ; and shew thyself merciful 
to hha. at the time of his death." He is said to 
have left behind him thirty-three s<his, one of 
whom, named Khamarawiyah, succeeded him 
in the dynasty he had founded. He was esteem^ 
ed a strict oE:^rver of justice ; charitable to the 
poor ; and a liberal patron to men of science. 
He distributed every month, amongM the eccle- 
nasties, one thousand dinars, and ^)ent th<> same 
sum in lus. kitchen, every day. It is asserted, 
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itatf during the time he presided over Egjr^.fcjtj 
he sent to Bagdad, to be distributed among i 
of learning and probity, and likewise for 
poor and the sick, more than two millions of i 
nars* He left in the treasury, at his death, in 
mense sums of money ; his servants and ^av 
amounted to seven thousand ; his horses. to th^ 
same number, besides eight thousand camels ami 
mules, and three hundred war horses. He is 
reported, however, notwithstanding all his good 
qualities, to have been extremely cruel, and guil- 
ty of a great efiusion of human blood, having ei- 
ther put to death or starved, at least, eighteen 
thousand persons. 

In the 371st year of the Hegira, a sharp and 
bloody engagement took place between the ca- 
liph's forces, commanded by Al Mowaffek's son, 
and those of Khamarawiyah, who made an irrup- 
tion into Syria. This battle was fought near 
Damascus, in which the caliph's army was com- 
pletely defeated. About this period died Abdal- 
rahman, the caliph of Spain. While he was 
walking in his royal gardens a little before his 
death, one of his guardians exclaimed, '^ What 
fine g^ardens are these ! how beautiful is the pre- 
sent day, and what a delightfiil world would this 
be, if it were possible to avoid being arrested by 
death!" To which the caliph replied, "Thou art 
mistaken in thy last remark, since, had it not 
been for death, I should never have swayed the 
Mohammedan sceptre of Spsdn." 

Al MowafFek departed this life at Sarra Manra, 
and was succeeded by his son, Al Motaded, in his 
post of prime minister. He has been greatly ce- 
lebrated by Arabian historians, who represent 
him as a person of magnanimity, naturally brave 
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tnd liberal. He used to say, ^ I always behold 
my fri^ods in the same light as my brothers, and 
iirould, if it could be done with sufficient pro- 
priety, confer upon them the same appellation*" 
In the following year the caliph, Al Motamed, 
died at Bagdad ; he had eaten anid drank to ex- 
cess the day before, which proved fatal to him. 
This caliph vras extremely attached to his plea- 
sures ; was pa8si<»iately fond of music, and not 
mmMsquainted with letters. In his reign flourish- 
ed a &mous astrologer, named Albumaser, who 
bemg a man of fine parts, and an exceUent dis- 
position, arrived at a great skill in astrology, 
and wrote several treatises upon thatscience, held 
in great esteem among the Arabs. The caliph, 
Al Mostain, ordered him to be severely whij^ied, 
because an unfavourable event, that he had fore- 
told, had actually come to pass. He lived to be 
above one hundred years of age ; has been ac- 
cused of drunkenness, and was generally trou- 
bled with an epileptic disorder at the full moon. 
In the reign of this caliph, there were found, 
in a part of Syria, seven tombs, every one of 
which contained a body, extremely well pre- 
served, whose shrouds seemed quite new, and 
emitted a very great odour. Among these, 
there was <Mie that had belonged to an old man, 
whose visage, and particularly the lips, appeared 
as fresh as those of a living person who had just 
drank a draught of water. Near these tombs 
a stone was fiscovered that greatly resembled 
one of those which are used to sharpen iron in- 
struments upon. This stone 'exhibited an inscrip- 
tion drawn up in characters that nobody could 
decypher, though the caliph ordered a great 
number of men of all nations, «ects, and reli- 
VoL. X. . L 
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gions, who lived within the limits of the Moderm* 
empire, to be assembled for that purpose. 

The same day that Al Motamed died, 

^' Al Motaded, his nephew, was saluted ca- 
liph, to the prejudice of his own son. A 
profound tranquillity prevailed throughout the 
empire, immediately after his succession ; so that 
there was great plenty of provisions, and other' 
necessaries of all kinds in every province. 

The same year Eben Tolun sent Abdallah, his 
ambassador, with very valuable presents to the 
Mohammedan court, in order to propose a match 
between his own daughter and Al Motadcd's son 
Ali. But the caliph, having probably received 
a flattering account of the young lady's charms, 
demanded her in marriage for himself. To this 
Tolun not only gave his consent, but testified 
his approbation of the ambassador's conduct, in 
transports of joy. 

About the same time, Hamdan, an Arab emir, 
revolted against the caliph, who raised a const-, 
derable army to reduce him. He advanced to 
Mawsel, at the head of his troops, and, in his 
march, defeated a large body of the enemy, kill- 
ed a great number of them on the spot, and 
drove the rest into the river Zab. From Maw-i 
jsel he marched to Mariden ; and, having pos- 
sessed himself of this fortress, ordered every thin^ 
in it, valuable, to be seized ; then levelled it with 
the ground, and returned with his army to Bag- 
dad. In the mean time, Hamdan retired to Ho- 
senia, a large and extremely well fortified city, 
and defended by a garrison of ten thousand men, 
which the caliph found means to reduce, and to 
get Hamdan into his hands. 

In the year of the Hegira 284, several won- 
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la were seen in Egypt. On 
a highway wind arose towards 
ih blew till midnight, when it 
so darky the night having been 
9 that not the ^intest traces of 
ye discerned. This thick dark- 
ded by a storm, which threw 
mber of houses, and did incre- 
dible damage ; during this storm, a large quan- 
tity of red t^nd fell upon people's heads, to their 
g^reat terror and astonishment ; and the whole 
heaven seemed to be covered with pillars of fire. 
Towards the approach of the morning, the tem- 
pest, in some degree, abated, and the heavens 
^t^>earedDfa red colour, which they communi- 
cated to all terrestrial objects : this surprising red- 
ness was turned into a yellowish colour, which 
continued till noon, and was succeeded by a 
thick black cloud that continued for a day and a 
half ; the fiice of the heavens was totally ob- 
scured, the cloud, all that time, absolutely in- 
tercepting the solar rays. 
. In the course of the year, some astrologers 
predicted a general inundation, occasioned by a 
long course of continual rains ; by which the 
whcrfe country, except the territory, would be 
laid under water. But the reverse of this pre- 
diction happened : for, in consequence of a long 
and iminterrupted drought, the waters of the 
Tigris, and other rivers, were lower than ever 
had been known in the memory of man ; inso- 
much, that they frequently offered up prayers 
to heaven, for rain, in all the public mosques of 
Bagdad. . The caliph, at this time, excited by 
his affection for Ali and his descendants, wished 
to have issued an order to curse publicly the 
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name of Moawiyer I. on account of the «oletxiii 
malediction that prince had caused to be publisli* 
ed against Ali and his family. But he vms dis* 
soaded from this step by his vistr^ Soliman« 

During the present reign the plague made 
such dreadful havoc in Adherbijan, that the liv* 
ing were not sufficient to bury the dead ; iiHK>- 
much, that they were obliged to leave them ex« 
posed on the highways, in great numbers. About 
the same time, the Greeks made an irruption in«- 
to Kaisam, ravaged it, and carried off fifteen 
thousand Mussulmen prisoners. 
^ ^ Al Mothaded died at Bagdad, after 
^02. ^c ^^ obliged the people to take an oath 
in favour of his son Al Mottasi. Under 
Mothaded, a poor creature, named Karmeta, 
came from Persia into Arabia ; he appeared to 
lead a very austere life ; said he was inspired^ 
and that God had commanded him to pray fifty 
times a day* When he had assembled a sufifici- 
ent number of his disciples, he chose twelve as 
apostles, to instruct the rest, and propagate his 
doctrine. The governor of the province, observ- 
ing the peasantry neglect their labour, threw 
the pretended saint into prison, declaring that 
he should die there. But a maid-servant in the 
governor's house, moved by compassion for the 
saint, in the dead of the night took the keys of 
the prison from under her master's pillow, set 
the prophet at liberty, and replaced the keys. 
The foUowing day, when he couM not be found, 
no doubt remained of his having been freed by a 
divine power ; he shewed himself to some of bis 
proselytes at a distance from the place^ oonfirm« 
ed them in their belief, and asserted that no ^ 
earthly po^^r could hurt him ; he was, how- 
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eser, too pro^Dt to mentare the trialt «d was 
no more l^ard of. His doctrine wag but little 
difiEerent from Mohammed's* The Karmatiana 
increased prodigioasly in a short period* Under 
the mask of devotion) they practised the most 
abcaninable libertinism. They afterwards forn»» 
ed numerous annies ; laid waste many of the 
finest provinces in Asia ; and became so fonnid* 
able, that Al Motaded had need of all his force6» 
to drive them from the centre of his dominioos* 
Al Motaded was no sooner dead than Moktafi, 
bis son, was proclaimed caliph at Bagdad* In 
the same year the Karmatians appear^ in seve* 
val parts of his dominions in armies, amounting 
to an hundred thousand men* One of them was 
commanded by Hosein, a young man, who join* 
ed ar^fice to valour; pretended he was descend* 
ed in a direct line from Mohammed ; and, in 
IHtx>f of his assertion, shewed a wart on his &ce 
like that on the &ce of a ^ophet* Hosein de- 
stroyed a great number of towns and villages in 
Syria ; kiUed many of the caliph's subjects, car- 
ried others into captivity^ and desolated the most 
considerable part of that fine country^ with fire 
and sword* If the Karmatians, however, were 
sanguinary and cruel to their fiaes, they, in their 
turn, experienced a similar treatment* Their 
chiefs, among whom was Hosein, fell into the 
power of Al Moktafi, and, by his order, expired 
in excruciating tortures* The caliph's armies 
were also numerous, and weH commanded* 
Egypt and Syria, which had been separated from 
the empire under his predecessors, were re-unit- 
ed to it* In despite of all his precautions, a ca- 
ravan going to Mecca was, in his reign, for the 
first time> attacked and plundered by the Karma^ 
• L3 
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tiaBB,wlK> carried off an immenaebootyyasid pat 
atxNit twenty thousand pilgrims to the sw<Hr«i* 
But, being surprised in the act of dividing^ ii^ 
Ihey were compelled to relinquish their spoil. 
Zakniofty their diie^ was taken prisoner in tlie 
action, and died of a contusion he had received, 
which hurt his brain : nevertheless, his body, at* 
tended by hb wife, domestics, and a great num-^ 
ber of Karmatian prisoners, was sent to Bi^gdad» 
Upon their arrivaJ, the body, preceded by Zak- 
rona's wife, was carried in triumph through the 
principal streets in the dt^, and all the priaonera 
were put to death. 

Al Moktafi (teparted this life at Bagdad, after 
he had reigned nearly seven years ; he left be^ 
hind him immense riches, and a numerous army^, 
though he could not re-annex to the empire sdl 
the provinces that had been lost by some of his 
predecesscH^ i besides his land forces, he possess^ 
ed fleets also* Either in person, or by his gene* 
rals, be gave frequent battle to the Greeks and 
Turks ; he rarely slept above feur hours ; the re- 
mainder of the night was divided between stucfy 
and the affairs of government : he l^t the finan- 
ces in an excellent state, and great armies on foot. 
Authors pronounce him good and humane ; and 
that, notwithstanding the wars in which he en* 
gaged, he lamented that effusion of blood, which 
necessity had obliged him to cause. He was 
succeeded by 

_ Moktader, who was then notquite four- 

008. ^^^ years of age, and who, on account of 

his tender age, was despis^ and imposed 

on. For some 4ime the kingdom was harassed 

by factions, one of which placed Al Mortadi on 

the throne ; however, he ragned only twenty^ 
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IftOfun, wben he made hk escape into the 
deaert ; from wfactioe he was soon drawn and 
^eato e y ed* During this state dT oonfiision, the 
popiyace committed great disorders at Bagdad, 
tin the ringkados were tatov and brought to 
coodign piu^dmient ; but Ebn Hamdan, Sough 
die chief auUior of the revolt, was pard^ied, and 
ndffled tjo the geyenunent of Kadiah. This year 
there feQ so great a quantity of sno^in one day 
at Bc^^dady that is was four feet deep in erery 
pHt of the district of tiiat metropolis ; a pheno- 
menon which had not been known befbre, in ^e 
memory of man. This was fottowed by a severe 
frwAj during which the ctiLA was so intense, that 
it destroyed most of the palm-trees and vegeta- 
Ides in the territory of Bagdad. 

Ai Moktader was at this time governed by his 
women and eunuchs. 

The Musstilmen under the command of Da- 

mian, the emir of Tyre, and Leo, of Tripofi, 

irith a fleet of three hundred ships, committed 

dreadful ravages on the coasts and in the idands 

of the Jfigean Sea, and totally defeated the Greek 

6nemy, near the island of Samos. Abu Said, 

the Kmnatian general, made an irruption into 

Yamama, and took Hajr ; and Al Ahsa, in this 

reign, was assassinated by one of his domestics, 

in a bath* He was succeeded in the command 

of the Karmatian forces by his son Sidd, who, 

immediately after his election, ordered the flesh 

of the assassin who murdered iiis fether to be 

torn off with pincers, till he expired* 

In the 803d year of the Hegira, Ebn Hamden 
rebelled against the king in Mesopotamia ; de- 
feated an army sent against him' ; took all their 
boggage ; and even threatened the imperial city 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



116 EMPIRE OP THE ARABS9 

of Bagdad : but he was at last vanquished b^ 
Munes, the eunuch, the best general Al Mokta- 
der had, who took him and his son prisoners, and 
conducted him, under a guard, upon a canoel* 
with oblong caps or turbans upon their heads, 
and vests of hair-cloth upon their bodies, through 
Mawsel to Bagdad, where, immediately after 
their arrival, they were thrown into priscMu 
This year the Mussulmen made an irrupti(»i into 
the imperial territories, under the conduct of 
Damian, who was killed while he was carryisig^ 
on the siege of Strobelon* 

The o08th year of the Hegira was rendered 
fiunous by the entire defeat of the Magrebian 
array in Egypt* Munes, having come to a reso- 
lution to give the enemy battle, attacked Ka- 
sem's forces with such bravery, that * he over* 
threw them with great slaughter ; he also made 
himself master of their baggage, as well as of 
ail the plunder they had acquired. Next year, 
Ai Hallaj was. put to death at Bagdad ; this 
extraordinary person has been considered in 
different lights by the Mohammedans ; some 
of them having revered him as a sort of divi- 
nity, and others as a juggler and impostor. We 
are told that in summer he could make winter 
fruits appear before any number of spectators, 
and summer fruits in winter ; that, by stretch- 
ing out his hand in the air, he could make dir- 
bems fall upon the ground, with inscriptions 
upon them, ^' there is one God ;" which he 
called the dirhems of omnipotence ; that he 
knew every particular transaction in private &- 
mUies ; and that he could even penetrate into 
the most secret recesses of men's hearts. A 
persuasion of such surprising abilities could not 
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iA txy sain hhn a vast number of disdpies vni 
WSkfwers among the vul^; nor could evoi 
sevend ^Ktors of the lawlell what to make of 
^itn. Some writers inform us, that he could 
pass lor several days together widumt food, and 
tiiat when he broke his fast, he only Uxk three 
BKmtfafuls of bread and a little water. He 
came from Khorasan into Irak, and from thence 
to Mecca, where he went to live in a cave, which 
was always <^n at top. After his return to 
Bi^dad, he was much talked of; many pre- 
tencHng that the Deity resided in him, and some 
even asserted that he was God himself. The 
wsir, Hamed, having been told that he had 
nosed several people from the dead, sent for 
him, in order to interrogate him about his pre- 
tensions. Before him, however, he "disclaimed 
the gift of prophecy, the working of miracles^ 
and the residence of the Deity in him ; sayings 
that he was possessed of no extraordinary pow* 
ers, and that he worshipped God like other men. 
Hamed was about to dismiss him, when one of 
his books was produced, in which he maintained, 
that if a Mussulman could not go in pilgrimage 
to Mecca, he oug^t to perform i^ the prescribed 
ceremonies in a convenient room devoted to the 
purpose ; to feed and clothe tlurty orphans, and 
l^ve each of them seven dirhems ; and that iC 
.. be acted in this manner, he would reap all the 
^ benefits and advantages accruing to Mussulmen, 
from a performance of the usual pilgrimage. 
F<v this benevolent and excellent scheme, wor- 
diy of the highest applause, and which will claim 
the iq>probation of aQ good men who sfaaU ever 
hear of the name of Al Hallaj, did the doctors 
of the law ummunously condemn hka to death $ 
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the decinon was confirmed by the cafi^y 
he was executed in the Mowing most cruel 
manner : first, he received a thousand strip^es^ 
without even uttering a groan ; then one of liis 
hands was cut off, then one of his feet ; after*- 
wttrds, the other foot, then the other hand ; and* 
lastly, the fatal stroke was given him, wlueH 
fmt an end to his sufferings* After his execu* 
tion, his body was burnt, the ashes were throvi^n 
into the Tigris, and his bead was e^cposed to pub* 
lie view, in the market-place of Bagdad* 

Abu Thaher intercepted a caravan of pilgrims 
on their return firom Mecca to Bagdad, entireljr 
defeated it, and cut to pieces the greatest part 
of the caliph's troops, of which it was composed. 
Most of the people whom he permitted to escape 
died of thirst and fatigue, which they were oblige 
ed.to sustain in the desert. The Karmatian ge- 
neral, who was at this time not more than nine- 
teen years of age, is said to have made mors 
than two thousand prisoners, and to have ao 
quired a booty of one million of dinars in xno* 
ney, together with all the rich effects and provi- 
sions of the caravan, worth at least as much 
inore* He sent an ambassador to Bagdad, to 
treat with Al Moktader, which, however, was 
refused. About this time, an insurrection hap- 
pened at Damascus, wherein the Mussulmen de- 
molished the large and beautiful church of Saint^ 
Mary, and carried off all tlie sacred vessels, ofyX 
almost inestimable value. 
. In the 3 1 5th year of the Hegira, Abu Thaher, 
the Karmatian general, overthrew the caliph's 
forces, with very great slaughter. He also pos- 
sessed himself of the city of Cufa, and even 
threatened Bagdad : the inhabitants of which 
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wete struck with the utmost consternatioiu 
However, Al Moktader raised a body of ten 
thoussoid horse, which he sent to act agamst the 
K.annatians ; but the general who commanded 
them, not having been able to bring the enemy 
to battle, returned, after the conclusion of the 
campaign, to Bagdad, without having effected 
my thing considerable* This inactivity so ani« 
mated Abu Thaher, that he advanced, at the 
head of his forces, to Anbar, though he soon re* 
tired, without having effected any thing against 
the place* *" 

In die foltowing year, he seized upon the town 
of Rahaba, and put a great number of inhabit 
tants to the sword ; and, ver)' soon after, Al 
ft^ktader was constrained to abdicate the throne* 
Munes, his general, who was greatly esteemed 
by the army, having conceived an invincible 
aversion K>r him, entered the imperial paiace, 
and carried away the caliph, with all his rela- 
tions and children, as prisoners to his house* 
Al Kaher was elected in his stead ; but, in the 
space of three days, the soldiers, repenting of 
djeir precijntation, recalled Al Moktader to the 
throne ; he seemed to harbour no resentment 
i^nst his brother, though he took the first 
importunity of throwing him into prison. In 
his dungeon, he planned his brother's death, the 
circumstances of which are very remarkable* 
Al Moktader was a great lover of horse-racing. 
Al Kaher gained over an African, who was an 
excellent horseman, to present himself as such to 
his brother. He acquitted himself with so much 
dexterity and gracefulness, that the caliph made 
him recommence several times, and ordered his 
guard to retire some distance, that he might hav6 
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abetter idew of kim* At t^B moment) the Afti* 
can urged his horse agsdnst the caliph, and thni^t^ 
inga javelin inlo his breast, he instantly fell dead 
frmn his seat* The African rode off full speed 
towards the prison, to liberate Al Kaher* JPass-^ 
ing through the market, he met an ass loaded 
with briars ; his horse started, reared, and thiew^ 
his rider on one of the shambles, where he remam* 
ed su^>ended by the chin on a hook. His horse 
esci^d from under him, and the populace, vrbo 
were pursuing him, finding him in this stats, 
took the briars fixmi off the ass, set fire to them, 
and burnt the assassin. Thus was Al Moktader's 
murder punished, almost as soon as perpetrated* 
About this time, Egypt was infested with such 
swarms of locusts, that they darkened the air, 
and devoured every thing green in those parts 
of that fruitful country which they traversed. 
The same year, Abu Thaher entered Mecca with 
his troops, killed a great number of pilgrims in 
the temple, demolished the building that covered 
the well Zemzem, and plundered the Caaba. 
Among other pro^mations offered to that cele- 
brated place, they took away a famous blac^ 
stone, which they refused to restore, although 
the people of Mecca offered five thousand di* 
nars for it. However, after they had kept it two 
and twenty years, they sent it back, at tiie same 
time ridiculing them, by assuring them it was 
not the true stone ; but, as it is said, it was prov- 
ed to be no counterfeit, by its peculiar quality of 
swimming on water. The Karms^ian, however, 
who was sent to take away the golden spout, 
which carried away the water from the top of 
the Caaba, broke his neck in the attempt. 
Before Abu Thaher advanced to Mecca, he 
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f IiimI s&FteTal cngagem^rts with Ae caKpfa's 

ftfroes ; afteriKdiichhe slc^ipedtdl the wells be« 

ttreen Bi^;dad and Mecca, sot permittki^ the 

edrovass of jnlgrims to pass between that capi^ 

tal and Mecca, . either from ^toopotamiaof 

Khorasan* He butchered a great namber of 

tlie peo|^9 both withki and without the Caaba, 

and aiso in the streets of Mecca ; inscnnuch, 

^B^ lie filled with dead bo^es most of die 

hoiuses in the town, and the ways, rallies, and 

desert places, in the nei^ibonrhood. 

Al Mbktader was esteemed refigions, delight* 
ltd m giving ahns, and &sted often. He had 
many secretioies, goremors of provinces and 
eitiefi, and counsellors, or visirs. Some of the 
women b^on^g to the court had a great share 
ifi\ the administration, particularly a young wo- 
man named Yamek, who was so thorcmghly 
versed in all the weightier points of the Mol^mi- 
medan law, that judges, in the dctenmnation of 
criminal causes, and the doctors of the law, in 
their most important deci»ons, often fbimd them* 
selves ol^ged to have recourse to her asast- 
\ ancc. 

In this reign iouiished Albatani, so celebrated 

for his accurate astronomical observaticmsk This 

great mathematician and philosopher professed 

file Sabian religion, which chiefly prevailed at the 

time of his birth in the city of Harran ; hence 

his tables are called the Sabian tables. And in 

[ the 320th year of the Hegira, died Zacarius Al 

Razi, a person extremely well versed in all kinds 

of ancient learning ; though he excelled most in 

physic, and is styled the Phoenix of the age. In 

^ his youth he gave himself up entirely to music, 

but afterwards applied himself to the study of 

Vol. X. M 
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phiknophj with so much success, that lie madg- 
a w«»iderfol progress in every bnmch of il, cn^di 
composed a great number of books upon ptky^ 
steal and irfuiosq)hical subjects. He is said Co 
l»ve contracted webs in his eyes, by the iiiiim[^> 
derate eating of beans ; andv towards the clos^ 
of his life, k»t both of them by cataracts. 1^ 
would not permit an ocufist, who came to couola 
him, to perform the operation, because he ccNaid 
not tell of how many little coats the eye coo* 
sisted ; saying, at the same time, that he was noi: 
very desreus of recovering his sight, as he iuul 
already seen enough of the world to make fciai. 
al^rit. He composed twelve books in alebe- 
my, in which he asserted the posmbility of m 
transmutation of metals ; he understood astro- 
logy, or the art of predicting future events frooa 
the aspects of the celestial bodies. He was li- 
beral, munificent, and courteous, to aU men ; 
extremely charitaUe to the poor ; not only ^v* 
jDg them bis advice as a |)hysidan, but su|^lyin|p 
ail their w»its, in the mostliber^ manner. 

Munes wished to raise his ward, Abul Abbas, 

the son of Moktader, to the caliphate, but the 

pmtisans of Al Kaher prevailed. He quitted a 

^ ^ prison for a throne : from the throne, a 

oil. y^^^ after, he returned to a prison. At^ 

foture period he supported a more mise* 

rable life, though at liberty, than he had done 

in chains ; but, unfortunately, he merited these 

distressing vicissitudea. As soon as he became 

master, Al Moktader's children, his concubines, 

and domestics, were ordei'cd into his presence, 

and put to the torture, io order to force finom them 

adiscovery of the treasures th^ his predecessor 

had distributed among them. On the simple sus- 
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Aidoci that Ahmed) the son of Mocktan^ meant 
io usurp the digiuty, the baifaiinan called him in- 
to one of the iBmost i^oessea of the palace^ and 
hadhimnailedtatiiewal!, by the hands and feet; 
dien, being always pressed for money* he sent 
for Abo Yahya, a man of the robe, and Tery rtcfa, 
and commsmded him to count him down a largt 
sum. The lawyer declared, that it was not in 
his power. ** Ahmed/' said Ae tyrant, who is 
m the next apartment, ^ told me you could, and 
lie n <^ <^)bion that you should." Abu Yahya 
weht then lo explain himself: on entering the 
ehamber, the dreadful spectacle that struck his 
-sight filled him with fear and horror ; he pn>> 
ttuBed, and gave all that was demanded. 
^ The Turldsh solders, though unjust to seve^ 
Ml of his predecessors, whom Uiey cconpelled to 
abdieaite, performed a signal actof equky, when 
Ihey buried him from the throne. After putting 
out his eyes, they once more cast him into pi^ 
son, where he remained twelve years. One of 
his successors set him at liberty ; hut without 
bestowing upon him sufficient to procure the ne* 
^cessaries of life. A contemporary historian has 
'ddclared, that he saw him lit the door of the 
^grand mosque of Bagdad, covered with rags and 
Hndi, and' stretching out his hand to the peoplcy 
-wiMMn he addressed in the ftdlowing terms: 
^ Pray remember him who was once your ca- 
liph^ amd is now reduced to the necessity <^ ask- 
ing you for dms." He ^»d at the age pf fifty^ 
.five, and is justly characterised as extremely 
tash, cruel, and avaricious. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The Arab8^ under the CaUpha of the Hotese qf Jtl 
MhoB^ continued, 

A FTER the deposition of Al Kaher, his ne- 
-^^ phew, Al Radi, was taken out of prisoi^ 
where he had been confined, and placed upon 
the throne, the very day his ancle wa^ deposed* 
But how much was this dignity degraded ; hoir 
inconsiderable was the circle of its power, com- 
pared to its former grandeur! Arabian Irak, 
Persian Irak; the cities of Basra, and Cu£i; 
Egypt, Syria, and Spain ; the Mussulman pro- 
vinces in 3icily and Crete : all these vast and 
extensive countries had passed into the posses 
slon of sovereigns, who, though they respected 
the caliph of Bagdad, alk>wed him a degree of 
pre-eminence rather in religious concerns than 
in political government* In reality, Bagdad 
juid its envircHis were all that remained to the 
caliph ; but, as if this small portion were tog 
difficult to govern, Al Radi instituted a post 
superior to that of visir, which he named emir- 
al-omra \ that is to say, commandant of con)* 
xnandants: this great officer, or rather prime 
minister, was trusted witli the administraticHi of 
xill military affiiirs, and had the management of 
the finances ; he even officiated for the caliph 
in the grand mosque of Bagdad, and had hi9 
name mentioned in the public service through- 
out the empire. In a word, Al Radi was so en- 
tirely governed by this new offices, that he could 
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max take out of the treasury a single ifinar for 
Itts own nscf without his permissioB. 

In the 336th year of the Hegira, Ebn Mok'^ 
lab, who was then visir, wrote, on the part of 
the cafiphy a letter to Tahcam, the Turk, telling 
hhn, tl^t now it was time for him to advance to 
Bagdad, at the head of a body of troops, in or- 
der to deliver the caliphate from the t3rranny or 
Ebn Rayek, uid to occupy his place. But this 
letter having been intercepted, 'Ebn Rayek dis- 
covered to the calij^ the reason t)f the visir, 
who had dared to write such a letter without his 
master's knowledge, and even against his express 
.OTders. M(^ah, upon his appearing before the 
caliph, at first denied the fact, but the letter, in 
Ins own hand-writing, being produced, he was 
feund ^ilty, and condemned by the judges to 
have his right hand cut off, for having commit- 
ted so heinous a crime* When s^tence was 
pronounced, he complained bitteriy of the seve- 
nty of it, and of the iniquity of cutting off the 
right hand of a man who had invented the most 
b^utiful character that had ever been used 
among the A-rabs, and had written several copies 
of the Koran in so elegant a manner, that they 
passed for master-pieces in the art of writing, 
and had been visir to three successive caliphs* 
Nor did he content himself with bare complaints: 
he inveighed bitteriy agmnst the judges and 
Ihe caliph himself 4 wherefore, the executioner 
not only deprived him oi his right hand, bat, 
some days afterwards, cut out his tongue ; after 
which, he was confined in one of the dungeons 
^belonging to the imperial palace. Al Radi 
signed dependent on the emir-al-omras, not 
<0Bly those of his own creating, but tho«e^hA 
• M2 
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tore tlidr authority fixim his grasp. He kept 
this shadow of dignity ahnost seven years, and 
died at thirty, ifistorians desci^>e him as pos- 
sessed of goodness and humanity : he was libe- 
ral, munificent, mild, weU versed in literature^ 
eloquent, a good poet, and a great admirer of 
the conversation oE learned men* He was the 
last of the ca%hs who wrote verses, at least such 
as were worthy of having a (dace ass^;ned them 
in the Mohammedan suuiak ; he was the last 
likewise of the Mussulmen emperors that officii 
ated constantly in the mosque; that commaiKied 
the forces ; that had the ^disposal of the public 
money ; and that, in short, exercised any kind 
of real autlKMity over the Arabs. His succes* 
sors, for a am^derable period at least, enjoyed 
Uttle more than the bare title of caliph, and of 
this tliey were even at last deprived by the Tar- 
lars« Henceforth, therefore, the calif^s of Bag* 
dad will not occupy a more exalted station in his- 
tory than they did in the theatre of their wonted 
grandeur. 

When the caliph Al Radi expii^d, Yahcam, 
then emir-al-omra, was at Cu&, s^d, upon his 
receiving advice oi that prince's deaUi, he im» 
mediately dispatched one of his secretaries ta 
Bagdad, with orders to convoke the descendants 
of iVli, the judges, the house of Al Abbas, and 
all the principal officers of the empire, to elect 
j^ the new caliph. They had not been long 

* J * assembled, before they chose Ibrahim, 
sumamed, afterwards, Al Mottaki, whom 
they Unanimously saluted emperor. Al Mot- 
taki, after his inauguration, sent a sumpt^ous 
vest and a banner to Yahcam, and continued 
him in the post of emii'-al-omra j he also con- 
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Sfsaed Abul Kasem in the office oi vkir, though 
be liad not the least authority in the state. 

Yahcam having sent a body of troops from 
"Was^ to reduce Abu Abdallah, Al Baridi set 
out from that city, to take the command of 
these titx)ps ; but he was met upon the road by 
an ex|M*ess, which informed him that his forces 
had already proved superior to the enemy, and 
obliged Al Baridi to take himself to flight* 
Yahcam, therefix^* directed his course tow^xli 
Hie banks (^ the Taur, hunting through all the 
tract he traversed. He made an incursion, with 
a small party, into a district bordering upon tliat 
river, inhalMted by a rich and numerous tribe of 
Curdis, in order to j^llage them ; and, having 
^sorprised this people, who little e3q)ected such a 
visit, he killed several of them, and dispersed 
tke rest. However, a young Curd, observ- 
ing the barbarity and rapacity of this plun* 
derer, whom he did not know, made directly at 
lam, and ran him through with his lance ; upon 
which he fell instantly to the ground, and ex« 
pired. The caliph, receiving advice of what had 
happened to Yahcam, immediately took posses- 
sion of his palace, where he Ibund immense 
Ueasures buried under ground ; all which he 
seized for the service of the state, and conferred 
th& post of emir-al-omra upon Ciertakin, the 
Deykimite ; but, not being pleased with his con- 
duct, he soon dismissed him, and appointed, as 
his successor, Ebn Hayek, who came from his 
residence in Syria to Bagdad for that purpose* 
About this time so grievous a fiamine raged in 
several parts of Sicily, that many of the towns 
and villages of that fruitful island were elitirel/ 
^depopulated. 
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In the 332d year of the Hegira, a robber, 
3ui^fted by Ebn Slurazad, one of Teasan's 
chief commanders, to whom he paM monthly, 
for his protection, fifteen thousaiKl dinars, ap- 
peared 4n the neighbourtiood of Bagdad, and 
committed, even widiin sig^t of that capital, 
terrible depredations. In the mean time, Al 
Mottaki, perceiving that Teuzan t>ecame every 
day more insolent, discovered an incfination to 
deprive his prime minister of the office he had 
assigned him, the preceding year ; a design which 
so enraged the Turk, that he obliged the caliph 
to abandon the city of Bagdad, and retire to AI 
Mawsel. At length, however, he meditated a 
return, and wrote to Teuzan, making overtures 
for a reconciliation. This year the Russians, by^ 
means of a fleet they had equipped on the Cas- 
pian Sea, made an irruption into the greater Ar- 
menia, penetrated as far as the city of Bardaa, 
which they took and sacked, and returned, with- 
out having sustained any considerable k>ss. Such 
a-scarcityof all sorts of grain prevailed for seve- 
ral months at Bagdad, that the inhabitants of 
that metropolis were terrified at the thoughts of 
a femine. The famous Abu Thaher died of the 
small-pox, in the course of this year. In the 
next, Al Mottaki was deposed by Teuzan, before 
he had be«i quite four years upon the throne. 
In answer to the caliph's letter, sent towards the 
close of the preceding year, the usurper assured 
this prince, that the proposals he had offered 
for an accommodatiou were perfectly s^reeable 
to him, and that he would engage to perform 
all the articles of the future treaty demanded 
by the^caliph ; and that Al Mottaki might de- 
pend upon being received with all the honours 
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ckic^to a persoD in his sublime station* The ca- 
liph relying upon this promise, went to join Teu- 
zsm in his camp. As soon as the emir perceived 
hiaif he quitted his horse, walked by the side of 
4he stirrup, prostrated himself, and treated him 
and his £unily with every mark of re^)ect and 
honour. He wrote at the sieone time to Bagdad, 
-desiring that Al Mostacfi, the son of Mottafi 
should be sent to him. The scene then chang* 
-ed. The unfortunate Mottaki was torn from the 
throne, and the emir, not content with this act 
of injustice, added to it that of depriving him of 
his sight. He was then left to wander a wretch^ 
ed mendicant, in the tattered garb of poverty, 
«nd wooden shoes, the only covering for his fceU 
Eastern writers represent him as a just and reli- 
gious prince, who had scarcely any thing left 
him, besides the bare title of caliph ; the pri\i- 
lege of having his name impressed on the cur- 
rent coin ; and the liberty of ofEciadng as Imam 
in the public mosques. In the course of hid 
reign, Al Mottaki sent, as a present to the Greek 
emperor, the handkerchief with which our Sa^ 
nour is said to have wiped his &ce, and wherein 
the resemblance of his countenance was still to 
be seen, which had been preserved in the church 
of Edessa. The emperor, in consequence of 
this present, released a great number of Moham*- 
medan prisoners. Al Makin relates, that our 
Saviour sent the handkerchief above-mentioned 
to Abgar, the black king of Edessa, and that, 
upon its arrival at Constantinople, it was con- 
ducted in great pomp by the patriarch, bishops, 
clergy, and Greek nobility, to the church of San* 
ta ^phia, where it was then deposited, and fi>r 
a long time a£berwards remained. 
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Wlule dA prince filled the thwme, agt iev om< 
fiunine visited sevend fwrts of Sfria^ MesopatA* 
nta, and Irak^ which was socc^B^ed by a drecikis 
fill pestilence^ that raged till the beginning <^ ti^ 
i»Uowing year. At Bagdad, in pardcular, tfti^ 
people were forced to liye on bran and hay for ak 
cimsiden^e time ; and such a dreadfiil moitait- 
ty hereiiq^ ensued among the Mussulmen, thast 
many of them were frequently buried in the 
same grave, and that without either funeral ser- 
vice or ablution* 

About this time two sects arose, very vioteat 
antagmmts, and rancorous enemies to each echerk 
Their disputes were on an incomprehendble sob* 
ject, whiQh iias afibrded, fix>m that time to the 
present, ma^r {or extremely vehement disputa^ 
ti<M)s. The point of contest was, whether Gad 
governs all things by general or partial laws $ 
whether predestination be absolute or reladve* 
Al Ashari supported the former system, againht 
Jbbbais, who had been his master ; and, to prove 
the governance of God by a general providence^ 
^e maintaiped the injustke of a partial ptovU 
dence. He proposed the argument in the fol^ 
lowing question: — ^^ What do you think would be 
the fete of three brothers, one of whom lived in 
the observance of God's commands, the other in 
ixpen defiance of them, and the third died in in^^ 
fency ?-^obbais relied, " The first Would be 
recompensed in heaven, the second pimished hi 
hell, and the third neither punished nor reward- 
ed."—" Then," answered Al Arfiari, " might 
not the third say, had my life been longer, my 
lot would have been more happy ?"— ** Tnie>'' 
veplied Jobbus, " but God would answcf, I fi)rB* 
saw, tha{ had your life been pralon^^, you 
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BrouM lunre bocomeaB el^ect of pttttshmcnt.'' 
In tbttt cue, tlie secood mig^ rejoia, <« that he 
ongfat to have escaped punishment^ bjr beiiig cut 
«K oi his infi»cy»*' To obviate, therefeiei tUa 
appearance of wjustice aad cnieltf, with regard 
to the Cres^or, Al Ashaii mainlBined, thiit the 
deatiof of individuals is not fixed by the Ddty, 
but tbi^ be abaadooB them to the influaioe of 
genetalkwa. 

Al Mottaki was succeeded by Al Mok- 
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ta& Upon bis accession, he continued his 
henefiM^tor, Teuxan, in the poBt<^ emir> 
al^onfat who, in consequence of this office, had 
the government of Bagdad, with a district be- 
loDgiiig to it, entiFely committed to his charge* 
Al Moktafi released his predecessor, Al Kaher, 
from his confindnent in the imperial palace, and 
sent him, dressed only witii a cotton shirt on Ina 
badi^ and wooden shoes on his feet, to the house 
d[ £Ia Thaher, that he might not be in a con- 
£tioQ to disturb the public repose. Peace, how« 
ever, was soon banished from the caliph's throne, 
by Ihe intrigues <^ a female &vourit^ who had 
lormerty b^n instrumental to his elevation to 
the Mohaiiunedan throne, and was now not less 
so in his deposition ; for, Moezzadawla having 
been apprised that she was caballing with some 
of the great men at court, in order to remove 
turn from the post of enuMl-cnnra, he appeared 
at the head oi a strong party in the caliph's } 
lace, on the day appcnnted by that priike^ 
granting an audience, to the ambassador of* 
eimr of Khorasan.^ Moezzadawla, accordi% 
to custom, took his seat dose by the caliph, and 
prostrated himself before him ; which ceremony 
was scarce over, when two Deylamite officers 
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approibched Al Mostacfi, who held out one of hsw 
bands to each of them to kiss : hot, to his ^reat 
sinpHse, they seized upon him, dragged Unr 
from his throne, tied his turban about his neck^ 
and hurried him to the emir's palace, where he 
was immedkitely thrown into irons. His fe- 
male &vourite, who would have been the cause 
<tf this new revolution, was seized, and her 
tongue cut out- The caliph was deprived of his 
sight by the conspirators, who plundered the im- 
perial palace. 

The descendants of Al Moktadi, after tw^ 

intermediate successions, once more appeared 

on the throne of the caliphs, in the person of Al 

_ Moti. The father was sovereign of Bag* 

'5 * dad, and the environs. Al Moti was con- 
fined to a part of the city, and his wh<^e 
administrative and diplomatic corps consisted of 
one secretary. At Moti continued Moezzadawla 
in ^ office of emir-al-omra, having himself no 
otbehdiare of the public revenues, nor of the 
power and authority formerly annexed to this 
high stati<M), than what that prime mmister al- 
lowed him. Peace and war were, however, car- 
ried on in his name, but, though in his name, he 
had no casting voice. The very esdstence of 
this court depending on the pious veneration of 
the people, made the persons who composed it 
scrupulously attentive and punctual in the dis- 
charge of all the Mohammedan duties. It was 
also the centre of literary controversy ; but the 
real sciences, being but poorly recompensed by 
caliphs, no longer opulent, under Moti, quitted 
Bagdad for Aleppo, where they were honourably 
received and protected by Abul Azan, a magni- 
ficent and generous prince. He was illustrious 
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fft kis greatness of sou], his valour, his erudi«> 
iSfOBki bis love of justice, and his strict observ- 
atDce of all religious duties* His palace was the 
abode of poets and philosophers, of whom noncy 
en their departure, had cause to ocHnplain of his 
want of liberaHty or unkindness. He reigned as 
sovereign prince ov^r this division of .the ancient 
eBii»re, which he had converted into a flourish* 
iog state : while the wretched caliph was de- 
prived even of necessaries by the rapacity of his 
emir, the latter abandoned himself to pleasure 
and die indulgence of every extravagance, inso- 
l^^y depending on his m^^ter's economy as his 
means of supporting them. On an occasion, 
when the fin^ces were insufiicient to pay the 
arrears of the militiSf he demanded the sum 
from the pontiff, who, in reply, urged the im- 
{x>s8ibility of satisfying his dema^s. ''You 
had better acquiesce with a g 
the emir, '' than wait till you a 
menace so terrified the prince, 
the furniture of his palace, and 
ney to the emir, who in a short 
the whole* Al Moti filled th( 
nine years, in this state of abject dependence* 
He abdicated it at the age of sixty-three, and died 
about two months after. 

During his reign there was a dreadfiil famine 
at Bagdad, in which several women are said to 
have destroyed their children, and to have eaten 
them: for which inhumanity they were exe- 
cuted, and their bodies thrown in the Tigris. 
At this period, some of the principal Sicilians 
eaiteredinto a conspiracy against the emir of 
that island, but it was discovered just when it 
was upon the point of being carried into exe- 

Vol. X. N 
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cation* The ringieaden were seized, and tbc - 
most guilty executed ; wkicK produced pubfic 
tranquillity in the Mohammedan part of the 
island. 

An accident happened soon after, that occa* 
sioned an open rupture between Al Moezs and 
Abdatrahman, the cidiphs of Kairwan and An- 
dalusia. The latter having sent a vessel to 
Alexandria, this ship gave chace to and took anoK 
ther, sent from the emir of Sicily, by Al Moezz, 
with an ambassador and his dispatches on board; 
an insult which soincensed the caliph of KainMran, 
that he immediately fitted out a flc«t with a body 
of land forces on board, to make reprisals on tltt 
caliph of Andalusia's subjects. This fleet, whicb 
was reinforced with die Sicilian squadron soon 
after, entered the port <^ Aimeria, and bumed 
idl the ships riding at anchor, except the vessel 
which Al Hasan, the late emir of Sicily, who 
commanded Al Moezz's fleet, seized upon, with 
a number of singing giiis, and a very valuable 
cargo on board, belonging to Abdalrahman - 
himself, as a lawflil prize. Not contented with 
this, Al Hasan made a descent, with the tixx^ 
on board the combined fleet, on the coast of 
Grenada ; which he ravaged in a dreadful man- 
ner, put many of the Spanish Mussulman to 
the sword, and then returned safe, without hav- 
ing sustained any considerable loss. Abdalrah- 
man having received advice of these hostilities 
and depredations, immediately equipped a ^rong 
squadncm, to cruize on the coast of Africa, and* 
if possible to land a body of troops in that coun- 
try ; but this squadron, having been worsted in 
an engagement, was obliged to return, without 
having ci^ted any thing of consequence* 
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nrhie lung of Nubia laid »ege to Aswah, a citf 
of Al Said, in tiie Upper Egypt, seated on the 
eastern bank of the Niie, and the confines of 
Bthiopia. The Nubian forces meeting with no 
enemy to oppose tibem, soon made themselves 
Piasters of the place, levelled it with the ground, 
laid darriedoff many of its inhabitants into cap- 
livity, putting the rest to the sword* The £gyp« 
tisois receiving advice of what had happen^ 
sent an army in pursuit of the king of Nubia, 
virliich entirely defeated him, todc a great num- 
ter of bis men prisoners, and dispersed the r^st. 
Afiter this victory, they penetrated into the Nu- 
bian territories, and carried a fortress called Al 
Bim, by assault, with which they concluded the 
o^rations of the campaign* 

In the course of the three hundred and forty* 
imth year of the Hegira, a considerable number 
of £g3rptians and Magrebians were swept away, 
by night time, in a certain valley, into the Red 
Sea, by a torrent that broke in suddenly upon 
them, when they were returning fvom Mecca, 
with all thdr baggage and camels. Two thou- 
sand villages inhabited by Turk& embntced Mo* 
hammedism* 

. The next year is remarkal^e for being the first, 
in which the office of kadi of Bagdad was ex- 
posed for ssde, and bought for the annual sum c^ 
two hundred thousand dirhems^to be paid out of 
the profits of it to Moezza Dawla, the emir Al 
Chnra* Such a fiagrant instance of venality was 
never before heard of in the Mohammedan em- 
|Hre; but from this period, all the principal 
offices of the state wert disposed <^ at Bagdad 
in the same manner* 
In the Mowing year Nicephorus Phocasi the 
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focani; open the gates and entering the town, 
they put great multitudes of men and women 
to tlie swonl, and carried o£P above ten thousand 
children of both sexes, with an immense quan- 
tity of spoil. They then laid siege to the cita- 
del ^ which^ however, in a few days they were 
obliged to abandon* In their retreat, they of- 
-fered not the least injury or violence to any of 
the people in the district of Aleppo, but ordered 
them to sow and till their ground as usual ; say- 
ing that they would return the following year, 
and carry off the fruits of the earth. The pa- 
iace called Al Daran, situated a little without 
the city, together with three hundred leathern 
bi^ full of ^ver, fourteen hundred mules, and 
•nd a great number of arms, fell into the victor's 
hands. 

In the course of the present year, the follow- 
11^ «c^emn fcMin of malediction was drawn up 
hy the Shiites, and inscribed upon the doors of 
Bagdad* ^ May God for ever abominate and 
remove from himself, Moawiyah i and him who 
tO(^ from Fatema's fiunily the territory of 
Fadac i and him who refused Al Hasan to be 
buried in his grand&ther Mohammed's tomb ! 
and him who banished Abu Dahor ! and him 
^ho excluded Al Abbas from the number of 
those who were candidates for the caliphate 1'' 
but this being de&ced by some of the Sonnites, 
the following words only were substituted : 
^ May God*s curse fidl upon Moawiyah, and all 
those who have treated ill the family of his 
apostle!" 

Before the close of the year 356, £bn £1 Ha- 
-san, the emir of Sicily, received an order to leave 
:&at islana|'«])d return to Africa* In obedience 
N2 
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to which) he, his wife, duldren, dmnestics^ and 
all his substance, set sail as soon as he could 
make the proper dispositions for their depar« 
tare. 

The Greeks made an inroad into S3rria9 and 
penetrated into Tripoly. They took the castle 
of Area by storm, from thence they advanced 
to Hems, whkh ^e inhalxtants abandfmed at 
their i^proach. They were no sooner in possess 
sion of that place, than they laid it in ashei^ 
and then moved towards the maritime parts <^ 
the province, whidi they laid waste with fire and 
sword. After they had ravaged the country for 
the space of two months, and thmwa down the 
pulpits in eighteen mosques, they retired into 
the imperial territcmes, kmded with the spoil 
they had acquired, in this successful expedition* 
In the next y^fuv they made another irruption 
into Syria, carried Antioch by assault, and phm^ 
dered the city, and put a great number of lidipt 
bitants to the sword. From thence they maxch** 
ed to Aleppo, then in no posture of defence, 
which the governor abandoned at theiri^proach^ 
and retired into the castle. Here he defended 
himself for some time, and at last agreed to 
pay the Greeks a cert^ annual tribute, for 
the due performance of which he gave up seve- 
ral hostages. 

In the beginning of the next year, the Greeks 
penetrated into Mesopotamia, and ravi^;ed 
£dessa and all the interjacent tract of country ; ' 
the Mussuimen abandoned their habitaticms, and 
fled in great numbers to Bagdad. The cries 
and lamentaticms of those poor vmtches reach- 
ing the ears of the emir Al Omra, he went im- 
mediately to the caliph, imd demanded a cer- 



/1^'m. 



d by Google 






VirySR TSE CALXTMS* ISf 

tsiSL somofnumef, in order to drive awaf the 
teiexny from the mntiers. But the caliph told 
hixny tliaty being stri|^>ed of his power^ atitho* 
Ttty^ aod wealth) he was himself almost desti* 
tnteof common necessaries, and had no monej 
to spare on the present occasimi t he added, 
tbAt lie would radier be in the situation oi a pri* 
WB£b person than that of caliph, when attended 
with such disagreeable circumstances. The emir, 
wbo was entirely attached to his pleasures and 
divermns, and was even then just returned 
fiom hunting, told him in a menacmg tcMie, that 
bis refiisal was a mere pretext, and that it would 
much better becbme him to satisfy the demands 
of the soldiery with a good grace than by com-* 
pQlmon. This hint so terrified the caliph, that 
he immediately sold the furniture of his palace, 
thoi^hhe could raise by this expedient only 
forty thousand diriiems, which he put into the 
tends of the emir, who in a short time dissfr- 
pated the whole. Notwithstanding the caliph^s 
submission, he was in a very few months driven 
&om the throne, which he had filled in a state of 
the most abject dependance for twenty-nine 
years. The lea^ng events of this long reign 
we have ^ven in detail* It appears that Ai 
Moti possessed the virtues of a. private person ; 
he was affable, modest, gentle, sincere, chari- 
table, and extremdy devout in all religious du- 
ties. To his son he transmitted those virtues, 
^ho resembled him in his economical propen- 
ttty, but which was not of more utility to him 
than it had been to his &tiier. It appeared that 
the caliphs amassed wealth for the emirs to 
larish. 
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^ ^ As soon as Al Moti had abdicated the 
Jy^ ' government, his son, Al Tay, was saluted 
caliph* ImmecQately after his inaugo* 
ration he gave the sublime post of emir-al-omra 
to Sabektekin ; and by this act he left nothing 
for himself but the empty tide of emperor or 
commander of the faithful ; being deprived of all 
power and authority in the same manner as his 
immediate predecessor. This year the Karma- 
tians, notwithstanding their former defeat, made 
a second irruption into Egypt, where, howevert 
they were overthrown widi great slaughter, and 
obliged to fiy the country, from whence thef 
came. After which retreat, Al Moezz sent a large 
body of troops to Damascus, to keep the inha- 
bitants of that city in awe ; but notwithstand- 
ing the force, they had such an aversion from 
his government, that he found himself not a lit- 
tle embroiled and embarrassed by them : a con- 
siderable part of the city was reduced to ashea 
during the commotions which at this time hap- 
pened. The people of Mecca and Medina, how- 
ever, prayed publicly in their mosque for Al 
Moezz, and persisted in their fidelity to the Fa- 
tenute caliph, till at length Al Aftekin, at the 
head of a numerous army of Turks, advanced 
to Damascus, and was received with open arms 
by the inhabitants of that city, who ii^mediately 
expelted Al Moezzi governor of that place ; 
after which they disccmtinued their recognition 
of Moezz's authority in the mosques, on the 
days of divine service. That prince dying the 
following year, his son and successor, Al Aziz, 
«ent Jawhar, his general, with a powerful army, 
into Syria^ who laid siege to Damascus, .which 
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msast \skit ialkn into his hands, had it not been 

teVtered by a body of Karmatian troops* These 

in their torn pursued Jawhar,aiid came up with 

him at Askelon, where they offered him hattle» 

which he declinted, having lost a great many of 

bis men by &nine« Howeyer, he was reduced 

hi a short time to the last extremity, and with 

great difficulty prevailed upon Al Aftekin to 

permit bim, for a large sum of money, to return 

into Egypt. Upon his arrival at Mesr, he pur* 

soaded Al Aziz himself to undertake an expedi* 

tion against Al Aftekin, who was then in po8« 

session of the best part of Syria. That prince 

therefore, without delay, marched with a formi** 

dable army against the rebels, whom he over* 

tock and entirely defeated, putting a great 

number of them to the sword, and making pri* 

aoners of the rest. Al Aftekin, however, found 

means to escape ; but Al Aziz, having offered • 

reward of one hundred thousand dinars to any 

one who would deliver that general alive into 

Us hands, an Arab, his particular friend, with 

whom he had taken refuge, being tempted by 

die largeness of the reward, brought him to the 

Fatemite caliph, who was so &r torn offerbig 

hltai any vif^nce, that he made him a present 

of aveiy fine tent, as well as of several sumptu* 

OQS mantles, and househcdd furniture of almost 

ioesdmable value ; released all the Turkish prU 

sooers who had fought under him as their chief, 

and carried him to Mesr, where in great afflu* 

ence he at last ended his days. 

The Greeks, about this time, under the con- 
ddct of ^misces, made an imiptk)n into Syriai 
took Hems and Baafoec, and fiY>m the latter of 
tkoaedties marched to Damadcusf but Al itf> 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I4t EMPIRE OF TtitE AftABSf 

tekin marched against them with connnterli!^ 
force : Zimisces turned off to Sidon,and oblig^ed 
the inhabitants of that place to pay him a lai^ge 
•um of money ; he then moved to Tripcrfy, and 
besieged that city above forty days- Here it Is 
iaid poison was administered to him, Mrhicli 
forced him to retire, in a sick and languisliing^ 
state, to Antioch. But the people of ^at i^ace 
refusing to admit him into the town^^ he cut 
down all their trees, and was returning home^ ; 
but he expired before he reached COnstandnople^ 
After the departure of Zimisces,- Antioch sur- 
rendered to a body of troops he left behind hiui 
to continue the siege of the city ; but in a short 
time it returned to its former masters. 

In the 365th year of the Hegira, Al MoezZf 
^e conqueror of Syria and Egypt, departed this 
fife, after he had sat upon the throne of Kcurwan 
more than twenty-three years. This prince en- 
tertained a great o|nmon of the truth of astio^ 
logy, and never undertook any enterplizeof mo* 
ment, without consulting those who pretend^ to 
have skill in that art. He has, however, been 
considered by Mohammedan writers as a learned 
loid virtuous prince. He was particularly cele- 
brated for his liberality and for his affection to 
his subjects, whom he governed with great lenity 
and moderation. He was succeeded by Al Aziz» 
before the conclusion of the year, the people of 
Mecca offered up their prayers publicly to hea^ 
fsen for the health, wel&re, and prosperity of 
this prince. 

- M Aziz's affairs in Egypt were greatly em- 
broiled this year, notwithstanding he had made 
Jawhar his j^me minister. Several battles were 
fought iu the neij^hbourhopd of Mesr^ and the 
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Fateniitc caKpb himself was beoeged in that ca* 
pital ; but at last the siege was raised, and Al 
Asdz proved superior to all his enemieSf proba<* 
biy by the conduct and address of Jawhar, as 
w^ as the bravery of his troops. j\s black was 
the colour most in vogue amongst the eastern 
caliphs of the house of Al Abbas, so white was 
most esteemed by the Fatemite calinhs. This 
had been substitoted in the room of the other 
amongst 1ms subjects by Al Moezz, and was the 
&sbianable colour through the whole coui^ of 
Al Aziz's reign, as it has since been among the 
greatest part ik the Africans awl Arabs, even to 
this very day. 

In the year 368, Al Aziz sent Jawhar with an 
sotny to drive Al Aftekin from Damascus ; in 
pursuance of his orders he invested that city, but 
at the end of two months, he was obliged to de* 
sst, and raise the siege ; and in a very short 
time afterwards, Jawhar hitnself was reduced to 
the last extremity, and obliged to submit to the 
humiliating conddtions imp<Med upon him by the 
conqueror. Al Aziz himself then took the com* 
mand of his army, defeated the enemy with 
great slaughter ; but Al Aftekin himself escaped 
QQt of tiie batde ; he was, however, soon after 
taken, and brought to Ali Aziz^ who carried him 
into Egypt, made him his hajeb, and treated 
him wiSi uncommon marks of distinction. How- 
ever, he was sbon after poisoned, through envy, 
by Al Anz's visir, who was immediately thrown 
into prison, and by his master's order was some 
time detmned there. But Al Aaz, not being 
able to keep the machine of government in nno- 
tion to his own satis&ctiai, without the asmt* 
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{Uice of tjiis minister, he was afterwards reteft»» 
pdf and restored to his fbrmei* dignity. 

Al Aziz having manned a Christian lady, mad^ 
Jeremiah, one of her brothers, patriarch of Je* 
jrusalem ; and the other, Arsenius, patriarch of 
pairo and Mesr* As the Fatemite caliph had ^ 
daughter by this lady, both she and her brother^ 
had a considerable ascendant over him ; and 
therefore Arsenius easily obtsuned a grant of the 
great church of the Jacobites of Mesr, called af- 
terwards the church of the patriarch. The ca* 
liph, Al Tay, commanded Adadodawla, the kui^ 
of Persia's name, to be mentioned for the £rst 
time in the public prayers, and to be repeated 
every third Friday in Uie mosques of Baigdad* 
Be also commanded drum3 to be beat before his 
palace during the time of the five prayers ; none 
of which compliments had ever been paid to any 
of his predecessors. The caliph likewise digni- 
fied him with a Persian title, Shahinsha, which 
signifies the great king, or the king of kings ; 
which had been formerly assumed by the ancient 
Persian monarchs, even before the days of Alex- 
ander the Great. j^Ior was any Mohammedan 
prince ever honoured with this lofty title before 
Adadodawla, to whom It was from this time con- 
stantly applied in the pulpits, and probably in 
pther public places, of all the cities and towns 
within the jurisdiction of the caliph. It should 
be observed, that this same Adadodawla is called 
\}y some historians Chosroes, and is said to have 
granted three thousand Roman or Greek cap* 
tives their liberty, as a recompense fpr the em- 
inent services they had done hi^>> s^W^t the 
rebellious Persians. 



d by Google 



VKPER THB CALtng^ 144 

- Aft^many schemes of ambition and aggraD^ 
dizement, Adadodawla died at Bagdad, being 
worn out by frequent attacks of epilepsy, though 
not Ibrty-eight years old at the time of his deaths 
and at last was carried off by one of those fits* 
By historians be is reckoned to have been a 
pnnce of great magnanimity, unparalleled dig- 
luty, having an excellent understanding, con- 
summate prudence, great sagacity in council, 
and a happy dexterity in hitting upon lucky ex- 
pedients on the most urgent occasions, said was 
extremely conversant in all the arts of govern- 
ment* He had also a valuable share of learn- 
ing, and was an encourager of learned men. 
He was pioi^rous in his undertakings, and had 
a mind capable of forming the most unbounded 
projects. To men oi virtue and probity he was 
liberal and naunificent. But with all these good 
qualities, he was a prince of insatiable ambition, 
which frequently led him to the most unjusti- 
&ible actions. As a patron of literature, men 
versed in all branches of science flocked to his 
court, from eveiy part of the Mohammedan 
worid, and dedicated their compositions to him* 
He had a taste for poetry, and wrote, good 
verses himself: but in one of the specimens 
which he left behind him, he seemed to arrogate 
to himself the power even of reversing the di- 
vine decrees; for which presumption he has 
been deservedly censured by two Arab writers, 
who have observed that he never was easy or 
happy after that production appeared. When 
he was at the point of death, he is reported to 
have said, with a Altering tongue, 4 What have 
all my riches and prosperity availed me ? My 
power and authority are now at an end**' 
Vol. X. Q 
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Which words, accorcUng to the same historianay 
he continued repeating till he expired. Aftel* 
his death, the officers of the army and the gran- 
dees of the court of Bagdad, pitched upon his 
son Marzaban for his successor, took the oath of 
allegiance to him, and gare him the surname of 
Samsamoddawla, scimitar of the state* 

The caliph, Al Tay, confirmed all that had 
been done by the military and nobles on this oc- 
casion, and made the new emir-al-omra a Yiait, 
to condole with him on his father^s death. N<^ 
long after his elevation to this office, Al Ha- 
madi made himself master of Al Mawsd, and 
having received a ferther accession of strength, 
he meditated the reduction of Bagdad itsel£ 
Samsamoddawla, therefore, finding his autho- 
rity struck at, assembled a powerful army, 
marched at the head of it, and entirely defeated 
him. After which Al Mawsel immediately sur- 
rendered to the victor, without attempting to 
make any defence. At this period, Sharfodawla, 
'the eldest of Adadodawla's'sons, marched with 
g powerful army to Waset, which immediately 
surrendered to him. He was already in posses- 
sion of several important cities, but before he 
had invaded Irak, he wrote to his brother Abul 
Hasan, who occupied most of the cities of Fars, 
(the ancient name of Persia) to join him with idl 
the troops he could assemble ; but Abul Hasan, 
not disposed to act against his bitother Samsa- 
moddawla, refused to enter into this war ; 6pon 
which Sharfodawla marched against him at the 
head of all his forces, defeated, and took him 
prisoner. The city of Basra also submitted fo 
him ; he then sent a letter to the caliph Al Tay, 
insisting upon the post of emir-al-omra, and the 
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depoeitxHi of his brother 3 with which demandf 
(he caliph, who was not able to oppose hiniy 
found himself obliged to comply* He therefore 
immediately dispatched the imperial mantle with 
t}ie instrument, confirming him in the posses- 
aioix of the office he demanded, and a sum of 
money, which he probably wanted, in order to 
pay his troops* Not contented widi these con- 
ces^ons, he required the caliph to deliver up his 
brother into his hands. This request was like- 
wise granted, upon the condition that not only 
hisT life, but his property, should be secured to 
him. Notwithstancting the agreement by which 
he was. bound, he very soon after ordered him to 
be put under an arrest, and then sent him to a 
castle in tars, where hp had (M^red him to 
be closely confined. 

In the S79th year of the Heg^ra, Sharfodaw- 
la sent to P^rua a messenger, to deprive his bro- 
ther, whom he had confined in the castle, of his 
sight. In the mean time, he himself ^as attack- 
ed by a dropsy, and died at Bs^ad ; but the 
cruel deed of depriving Samsamoddawla of his 
eyes was perpetrated. 

Sharfodawla was succeeded in the office of 
«mir al-omra by his brother Bahaoddawla, in 
which he was confirmed by the caliph Al Tay, 
a proper instrument having been drawn up for 
that purpose* Within two years of this time, the 
caliph was deposed by the emir in the following 
manner* That minister, coveting the riches of 
tl^s caliph, sent an imperial officer to desire leave 
to make him a visit in the palace* The caliph, 
suspecUng no ill design, set apart a solemn fes- 
tival, in order to do him the greater honour for 
lus reception. When the day appointed came^ 
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Bahaoddawla mounted his horse, and vrtM tj^ 
the palace, where he was received hy ^e caiifiliy 
fitting on his throne* As soon as the emir-al- 
omra had entered the grand saloon, where tiie 
ambassadors had their audience, he prostrated 
himself before the comman&er of the true be- 
lievers, and took his place on the seat aHotted 
him, upon which a great number of pe<^le rustl- 
ed into the room. In this con&sion, a soldier^ 
who attended the emir, approached the calipli 
apparently with an intenticm of kissing his hand ; 
but, having seized Jt, he dragged him from Ms 
thrwie, rdled him up in a carpet, and carried 
him to a distance from the palace, where the3r 
compelled him to abdicate* He Hved twelve 
years after this event. During this reign, the 
celebrated Ebn Cariah, the Kadi of Al Sendi- 
yah, and other places in the neighbouriiood of 
Bagdad, died* Me was a man g( exceedin^j^ 
quick parts, and the wonder of the age. He 
could instantly resolve all questions, and decide 
sill juridical questions, without the least heska* 
tion. He spoke with the utmost fluency and 
propriety ; his style was always copious, elegaht,- 
and pure ; the principal men crf'the age were his 
admirers, and took great pleasure in his repar- 
tees. They frequently proposed, in writing, ri- 
diculous questions, wluch drew from him imme- 
diate answers, without study or meditation, that 
excited the mirth and laughter of all who heard 
them. 

A memorable event is, by a grave historian, 
said to have happened in this reign, which, 
though not very credible, may be mentioned. 
A sheep, bigger than an elephant, of an uttcom- 
mon form, and a prodigious height, came out 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



trKOKR TME CAUPSS. 149 

«f the seai ascended a high hill in the neigh- 
bouTing country, and from thence, with an ex- 
ceedii^f bud voice, pronounced distinctly the 
two ibUowing words, cad caroba ; that is, ^ he has 
iipproached :" after repeating the same twice, it 
returned into the sea* The same thing, conti- 
nues this writer, happened the next two days, 
and was never sdOterwards seen. There was also, 
inBgypt, a most terrible storm, attended with 
thunder and lightning, and such darkness as 
had never been known* It did not cease till to- 
wards midmght ; nor did the darkness abate till 
morning ; when the hemisphere exhilnted a phe- 
nomenon resembling a pillar of fire, which com- 
mimicated an unusual red colour both to the 
heavens and the earth ; the atmosphere was like- 
wise loaded with a sort of dust, which, in a great 
measure, prevented respiration, and proved ex- 
tremely noxious to all kinds of animals, till a 
late hour of the day, when the sun discovered 
himself, disguised by an unnatural colour* With 
this colour, he arose every morning for a consi- 
dei^le time* A comet s^peared also about this 
period, in the western part of the hemisphere, 
and was seen by the people of Egypt above 
twen^ nights successively* 

After the deposition of Al Tay, Baha- ^ ^^ 
<Kldawla became master of the treasures, ^^^ * 
and of all the rich furniture that he left 
behind him* Al Kader was elevated to the 
throne* He was g^-andson to Al Moktader, to 
whose &mily Ihe caliph returned* It appears 
that, though the Mohammedan throne had suf- 
fered such great degradation, still it incessantly 
•occupied the thoughts of those who had any pre- 
len^ons to ^* The courier, who was commis- 
O 2 
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Bk>aed to inferm Al Tay*s successor of fais eiec^ 
tion, found him relating to his Mends a dream 
of the preceding night, vhich predicted his fii^ 
ture greatness. 

In the 386th year of theHegira, Al Aaiz, the 
Fatemite caliph of £g3l>t, died in the bath at 
Belbeis. Hi% secretary of state was a ChristaaiH 
named Ida : and his treasurer, in Syria, a Jew^ 
called Manasseh. The Christians and the Jewsy 
being supported and protected by these men, 
very frequently insulted the Mussulmen ; a cir* 
cumstance which induced the people of Mesr to 
make a paper figure m the shape of a woman, 
and to place it in the road through which Al 
Aziz was to pass, with a written paper ia one 
of Its hands, to the fi^owing effect : *' We con^ 
jure you, by him who has enabled Isa to render 
the Christians insolent and powerfii], and Ma* 
nasseh, the Jews; and who, by you, has humbled ~ 
the Mussulmen, to tell us when an end shall be 
put to theinflicdons which we endure." The 
caliph was so &r from being oflRsnded with the 
severity of the libel, that he immediately dis- 
missed Isa, and stripped him of all the wealth 
he had acquired. This prince has been repre* 
sented, by Mahommedan writers,^ as a person of 
most excellent disposition ; a prudent ruler, and 
a great lover of his people : his goodness and 
clemency towards his subjects was scarcely to be 
paralleled, of which the following is a remaric* 
able instance: — ^A satirical poet had written 
some severe verses upon the visir and secretary 
of state, in which the sovereign himself was not 
spared : the visir carried his complaints to Al 
A^s, and demanded to have the author of the 
verses punished* But the caliph, when he had 
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imd theni) made the Allowing answer : ^ As I 
bear part of the injury offered, so I deshv that 
you would take part widi me of the merit of the 
poixian I shall grant him for the offience." He 
was succeeded by his saai Al MansuTi then only 
«ievi^ years old. Al Aziz, before his death, 
appointed Ar^jnan, one of his white eunuchs, in 
wbose capacity and fidelity his son could confide, 
Id take npcm him the government of his exten- 
aive d<munions. 

The omtrast ^ Al Aziz^ clemency may be 
Ssond in Al Kader's proclamation agunst the ca- 
Uphs of Egypt» It breatlwd all the nmcour of 
tiieological ammosity. ^The man who has 
isurped the throne," said he, ^^ is sprung up lUce 
axmisfafoom fit>m his <mginal nothingness, upon 
whom may God pour down aM his wrath and in- 
Agnation ;— a son of Said's, on whom God never 
bestowed any inheritance ; the descendant of an- 
cestors that were the scum of the human race, 
tiie scourge xji society, the disgrace of humani- 
ty; wretches and impostors I may the eternal 
maledictkm of God ligfaton these outcasts ; these 
rebels! may they be for ever execrated by all true 
kyversof virtue!" 

Al Hakem ai^inted Al Aswad, or the Black, 
tD pr^de over the people of Damascus. Soon 
after his arrival at that capital, he began to ha- 
rass Biid oj^ress the Sonnites, in such a manner 
as gave great offence to many of the Damas- 
cenes. A Magrebian soldier, in particular, of 
that sect, he onkred to be publicly whipped ; 
die crier prockdmed, at the same time, that this, 
henceforth, would be the reward of those who 
paid any regard to the memory of Abu Beer and 
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Omar* After which punishment the Mftgr^Man. 

was banished the city. 

The king of Al Batitra sent an army undor 
the commsuid of £bn Wasel, a general on whc^o. 
he had heaped numerous fiivours, and whom, he 
had ndsed from the lowest state to the post of 
the commander in chief of all his^rces, to attack 
Sira and Basra* Having reduced both these ci- 
ties^ and enriched themselves with the spoils and 
immense wealth found in them, £bn Waael de*. 
dared himself independent ; drove his master 
out of Al Batiha, and obliged him to fly for re-, 
ftige to Bagdad* But the r^^eption he exp^- 
enced was such as manifested the blackest ingra- 
titude in Al Kader, of which any man couU be 
guilty : for, notwithstanding that prince had 
treated this wretch in the most hospitable and 
generous manner, and had, in a great measure^ 
put his treasures and kingdom itself into his 
hands, when he was threatened with immediate 
. death by Al Tay, and farced to seek for an asy- 
lum in Al Batiha, Al Kader, at this time, exr 
pelled him the city of Bagdad, and drove htm^ 
as it were, into the very jaws of destruction* A 
more flagrant instance of ingratitude than thia. 
is, perhaps, not to be found in history. In the 
same year when this happened, Bahaoddawla 
conferred upon Al Sharif the office of nakib, or 
diief of Ali's descendants and followers in Irak ; 
as also the post of supreme Kadi and Iman, with 
a title signifying a man of the most illustrious, 
virtues* Bahaoddawla's principal secretary, hav- 
ing drawn the proper instruments to be signed 
by the caliph, in oixler to his being confirmed in 
the afoi-esaid employments, by the authority oi 
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titt prince, when he i^ared wHh them^ Al 
Koder signed all those instmments, excepting 
tibat <inly which was to constitute him supreme 
Kadi and Iman ; but he refused setting his hand 
ta this paper, not thinking it proper that a Shiite 
ahouM be inrested with so great a degree of au* 
thorhys as such an important post must necessa* 
nfy confer* 

In the following year, Monteser, finding it im* 
practicable to pass the Jihun, retired, with a few 
of his adherents, to Bokhara. Upon his arrival, 
tte governor promised to assist him ; but, being 
closely pursued by Ilek Khan's general, to whom 
moat of his men had gone over in disgust, he 
abandoned that city, and fled into Khorasan* 
He had not been long in that province, when mi 
officer was sent in search of himy who took him 
out of a cottage, where he lay concealed, which 
he broke open in the nigh^ and put him to 
death. 

Ift the 896th year of the Heg^ra, a person, de* 
' scended from one of the calipt^ of the house of 
Ommiyah, took up arms against the Fatemite 
caliph in Egypt* As this man had first carried 
water about in bottles as a common porter, he 
was niclttiamed Abu'Racws^ or the Father of 
the Bottle* He set up f<^ a reformer ; preached 
to the pepi^ in the streets, highways, and other 
public places ; And, by his ptetended sanctity, 
gained a great number of £[dk>wers* He first 
possessed himself of Baito ; and afterwards, 
having vanquished one of the- caliph's generals 
that engaged him, reduced to obedience aH the 
country of Al Said, or the Upper Egypt : by 
whkh acquisition of territory, as well as power, 
he became so formidable, .that the caliph found 
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k noccssaiy to employ the forces of the wlioto 
Fatemite empire agsinst him* Having> therie- 
fere> raised' a powerful army in Egypt, and sent 
orders to his troops in Syria to advance into the 
neighbourhood of Mesr, he at last attacked the 
rebels ^th such intrepidity, that, after a very 
obstins^ and bloody dispute, they were routed 
with great slaughter* Most of them were cut 
to pieces in the action^ and the rest so di^>ersed, 
that not the faintest traces of this rebellion wer» 
afterwards, to be seen* 

Soon after this, an important revolution hap* 
pened in Andalusia* Mohammed £bn Hesham, 
with twelve of his accomplices, rebelled agaiost 
the caliph, Al Mowayyad, and seized upon the 
city of Corduba* Being master of the caliph 'a 
person, he caused him, privately, to Jbe confiined- 
in a house belonging to one of his friends ; killed 
a Christian extremely like him, and pretended 
he was dead* The princ^al couriers bdng then 
desired to view the corpse, really took it to be 
that of the caliph ; and it was soon after interred 
with great funeral pomp* Mohammed, now 
thinking himself secure, began to oppress Jiia 
subjects, and insult their wives, in such a nian* 
ner, as absolutely alienated their affections from 
him* A conspiracy was excited against him, in 
which many of his friends were destroyed, and 
the gates of Corduba were burnt* 

However, Mohammed rendered abortive their 
design ; killed several of them^ and took a great 
number pris<Hiers* Having thus extinguished 
(heiri^ebellion, he ordered the principal conspi* 
rator^ to be executed* An attempt was then 
made to place the caliph's nephew on the throne, 
which obliged the usurper to bring Al Mow»yya4| 
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who -was thought to have been dead, out of the 
place where he had been concealed* This step 
he took, that he might prevail with the people to 
submit to their natural prince rather than to So- 
fiman his nephew* But, every one being now 
stFuck with terror, no regard was paid to his so* 
Kcitations ; so that he was constrained to fly to 
Toledo ; and Sdiman possessed himself of Cor- 
duba, where he reigned about seven mcmtha* 
However, distrusting the fidelity of the citizens, 
he kept the Christian forces, for some time, in 
Andahisia, and formed a camp of his troops, at 
a small distance from the city* Mohammed, 
soon after his flight to Toledo, assembled a very 
numerous body of soldiers, which was reinforced 
by two Christian officeVs of distinction, who were 
very serviceable to him* Soli man, having been 
ai^>rised t)f the preparations that they were mak- 
k)g to attack him, endeavoured to engage the 
people of Corduba to support him* But they, 
being disaffected to his cause, excused them- 
selves from taking the field* A battle ensued, 
by which the crown was placed once more upon 
Mohammed's "head; though, in a very short 
time, he was again driven from the throne, when 
A^ Mowayyad took his place, and ordered him 
to be beheaded as an usurper* The head was af- 
terwards carried upon the top of a lance through 
Ae streets of the metropolis, and his body buried 
in a comer of the mosque. Soliman, however, 
who still had th^ crown in view, caused great 
ravages in the country aboift Corduba, Seville, 
and Palatrava, laying it waste with fire and 
eword; insomuch, that a very extensive track 
was almost entirely depopulated ; the people en- 
^rtained thoughts of deposing Al Mowayyad^ 
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as the only person cap^iUe of protectiiig th^]n> 
to the crown. That prinpe, therefore, haviof^ 
been joined by a great nun^ber of Mussulm^Ay 
who crowded to him from aU parts, advanced 
with a formidable army to the gates of CordiiiMb 
and summoned the city to surrender* Fiiidmgf 
however, the garrison and inhabitants resolved 
to defend it to the last extremity, he invested 
the place in form, and carried on his attacks with 
the utmost vigour ; the besieged opposing him 
with equal bravery, and making several sucg^j^ 
ful salUes. However, one of the gates being: 
betrayed into Soliman's hands, he entered the 
town without opposition ; burnt many of the 
houses and public buildings ; destroyed an infi- 
nite number of citizens, and gave the place up 
to his troops to be plundered, for three succes- 
sive days. The pec^le who survived the cajf- 
nage, submitted ; and the caliph was led out of 
the city, and permitted to retire into Africa^ 
where he probsSjIy ended his days. 

During the reign of Al Kader, Kabus, king 
^f Mozanderan, was dethroned by his subjects, 
who accused him of too great severity* ** It is 
a false pretext," replied he ; "I am reduced to 
this unfortunate situation only because of my 
lenity to five or six of you, whose blood I should 
have shed«" The insurgents sent for his son, 
whom they compelled to accept the sceptre, 
threatening, if he persisted in refiisal, to give it 
to a stranger. As soon as he was inaugurate4, 
he went in search of his fiyth^ threw himself at 
his feet, offered to i^-instate him, and to^m^n^ 
against the rebels* Kabus, who had retired lo 
a distant castle, charmed to find his son possessed: 
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of 8iicb filial sentiments, answered Um : ^ In 
Ibis place I mean to end my explotts, and my, 
fife. Do you enjoy my authority ; I giye it to 
yoo." In this retreat his days rolled serenely 
on, and be tasted the pure and tran^il pleasures, 
^^ch the sciences bestow on those who feel their 
^valtie. But his enemies, believing it imposuble 
tbat he could ever pardon the wrongs they had 
done him, put a period to his life by poison. 

The cause of the antipathy of Al Hakem, 
Uie caliph of Egypt and Syria, to women, is un- 
known ; but it b certain that he punished them 
with a most astonishing degree of severity, pro- 
hibiting them to quit their houses, or even to 
walk on the terraces* To put it beyond their 
power to disobey him, and effectually to prevent 
their appearing in the streets of the public places, 
he prohibited any shoes being made to suit them, 
and shut up their markets, lest they should be 
obUged to attend them. Men carried their mer- 
diandize through the -streets, and the women 
made their purchases without leaving the door, 
c»* death was the consequence of the transgres- 
sion. It was but just that this tyranny should 
be punished by a woman. Hakem was murder- 
ed, at the instigation of his sister. The scene of 
this dreadful transaction was near the sepulchre 
of Al Fokai, towards the eastern part of Hoi- 
wan. In onier to excite Ebn Dawas to the per-, 
petration o&.so horrid a deed, she promised to 
place him at the head of the administration, and 
gave the assassins who were employed under him 
one thousand dinars. The body of the murder- 
ed cali|>h, which the villains brought her, she 
buried in her own house, and, for some time, 
kept his death concealed. But, at last, when 
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the people grew uneasy respecting him, she coii- 
voked the grandees and principal courtiers, and 
discovered the murder. Then she caused £bn 
Dawas, and his two domestics, who had embrued 
their hands in the blood of their sovereign, and 
all other persons in any manner privy to the b£^ 
fair, to be put to death ; though, by.isome his- 
torians, it is said that she slew them with her 
own hands. 

The Egyptians, during his reign, groaned 
. under the pressure of the severest tyranny, which 
excited several of them to write anonymous let* 
ters, complaining of his conduct ; and to tlieir 
coniplaints they added imprecations. Some 
went still farther, and placed in the highway a 
statue resembling a woman, with a girdle and 
shoes on, holding a sealed paper in her hand* 
Al Hakem himself, coming to the spot, read the 
paper, the contents of which gave him such of* 
fence, that he commanded the city of Mesr, near 
which it was, to be reduced to ashes, and all its 
inhabitants to be put to thh sword. The latter 
of these orders was resisted vrith uncommon 
bravery by the citizens : nevertheless, he found 
means to set the city on fire in several places, 
though he pretended to be ignorant of both the 
author and cause of those public calamities. 
After the flames had raged three whole days, 
the principal citizens assembled to implore the 
divine assistance, and to petition Al Hakem to 
put an end to this conflagration. He returned 
for answer, that he had neither permitted nor 
commanded any incendiaries to bum the city. 
Notwithstanding which assertion, he is known 
to have encouraged the infamous actors in this 
tragedy. It was not till a fourth part of the 
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€lty vas consumed) and a great multitude of the 
inlisJaitants of .both sexes, and all ages and pro- 
feasioDs, had been massacred, that the caliph 
Inteiposed in their behalf. 

Mahmud Gazni, from simple governor of 
Khorasan, became, in the caliphate of Kader, a 
mighty §nnce, and an illustrious conqueror* 
He subdued a part of India, and in one of these 
countries found a temple, whose idol, composed 
of one solid stone, measured fifty cubits in 
height. He destroyed it, immolated fifty thou- 
sand of its worshippers, and despoiled the tem- 
'ple*of twelve columns of massive gold, covered 
with rubies, and a variety of other precious 
stones*. The « gigantic monuments still seen 
there^ prove that, in this sort of workmanship, 
India was not inferior to Egypt. The riches, 
which Mahmud obtained from the treasure of 
one Indian king, only renders probable the ac- 
counts we read of the golden pillars. Millions 
in gold and silver ; diamonds in astonishing pro- * 
^sion ; magnificent furniture ; brocades of ines- 
timable value ; all became the spoil of the Pera- 
an, without his stiiking a single blow ; as did 
likewise the crown of the Indian, who vainly 
flattered himself that his making no resistance 
would entitle him not only to indulgence, but to 
the restoration of his throrie. Mahmud cruelly 
undeceived him, and taught him a lesson, which 
should serve as a warning to princes, who, in- 
fluenced by such a hope, should be tempted to . 
trust to the moderation of their enemies. He 
thus addressed the feeble monarch : " Have you 
read history ? Can you play at chess ?"-— " Yes," 
replied he. " Well," resumed Mahmud, " did 
you ever find two kings reigning together in the 
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same nation ? or, at chess, two kings occupyih^ 
the same iield ? Why then were you, w]k> had 
the means of defence, so imprudent as to suffex- 
me to become master^ of your person and you^ 
domain ?" He sent him into Persi^ to Gazna^ 
his capital, whcfre he permitted him to live, pro- 
bably, because his death was of no uti%y.~ This 
should be duly weighed by all those, whom fete 
reduces to the cruel alternative of braving death 
in self-defence, or enduring Ufe ingloriously, l^ 
submitting to the foe* 

A poor man complained to Mahmud of one 
of his soldiers having forcibly entered iiis house 
in the night, and obliged him to quit it, with his 
wife and children* <^ If he should return," said 
the prince, " let me know." The soldier did 
return, and the poor man hastened to inform the 
Sultan, who went with him to his dwelling, or- 
dered the lights to be extinguished, and cut the 
intruder in pieces. He then, commanding tfie 
flambeaux to be lighted, and gazing earnestly 
on the face .of him whom he had put to death, 
prostrated himself^ offered up a prayer of thanks- 
giving to God, and asked for some refreshment* 
Barley, bread, and sour wine, were all there was 
to set before him, and with a contented and cheer- 
ful air, he ate and drank of tliese with an appe- 
tite. His host be^ed to know why the lights 
had been exdnguished, and how he could be sa- 
tisfied with such coarse fare ? Mahmud replied, 
** Ever since your complaint, my mind has been 
harassed with the thought that none but one of 
my own sons would have dared to commit such 
an act of audacity. I had resolved to shew 
him no lenity, and commanded the lights to be 
put out, that his sight might not affect me ; but, 
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481 seeing that the criminal was not my son, I 
J!^turned thanks to the Almighty. In short, my 
l>eing content with the food you placed before 
me, is not surprising ; for the anxiety I have suf* 
fered these three days, for the injury done you, 
deprived me both-rof aj^titeand rest." This 
pxince, wMo was extremely ugly, grieved at his 
wantoifpersonal beauty, lest it should diminish 
the esteem and affection of his subjects. A poet 
jsaxd to him once on that occasion, if your mo- 
rals are never more deformed than your features, 
no one will have reason to complam. From this 
physical defect, he deduced a moral reflexion, 
well deserving the attention of even those who 
do not think Siemselves homely. Like Mahmud, 
as they look in a glass, they should say, I ob- 
serve so many faults in myself, that I can easily 
forget those of others. Some time before his 
death, he fixed his residence in India, where he 
zealously propagated the Mohammedan &ith. 
Al Kayer peaceably took possession <>f ^ ^ 
his Other's throne. A reign of forty- jq^iJ 
four years, serves but to comprise feats 
of arms, victories, and rebellions ; in which he 
was scarcely concerned. We can only observe^ 
that one of the latter drove him from the throne, 
to which his repenting subjects, shortly after, 
recalled him. It is pleasing to believe, that he 
owed his reinstatement to his virtues ; for he was 
learned, mild, patient, popular, just, and fearing 
God ; competent to state affairs, and capable of 
giving excellent counsel. His enemies listened 
to his advice, and his influence preserved peace 
in his reduced dominions. The Seljuk Turks, 
afterwards so renowned for their military ex- 
ploits, first appeared during this reign. They 
P 2 
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had already rendered themseWes fomadsklkc in 
Persia, passed the Jihan, and took up their quais 
ters near the cities of Nesef and AbiweM. Hel^ 
they settled) and, in a short time, began to make 
incursions into, and pillage the neighbouring 
t»t>vince8« Several of the cities in India, reduc* 
ed by Sultan Mahmud, rebelled against Masud ; 
as did also Al Ray, and other places in the Per- 
sian Irak ; but, in the course of a few months, 
a letter was received from Sultan Masud, in In^ 
dia, in which helgave an account, of his having 
killed fifty thousand infidels, taken sev^ity thou* 
sand prisoners^ and acquired a booty, amount- 
ing to above a milfion of dinars. 

In the course of the next year, the ^cilian 
Mussulmen, being dissatisfied with their gover- 
nor's administration, sent a deputation to the 
caliph of Egypt, to complin of his oppressive 
and tyrannical conduct. ^That prince, excited 
by their just complaints, sent an aimy into Si- 
cily, to (A>lige the emir to redress all their griev- 
ances, and govern, for the future, in a more 
equitable manner. Al Akhali, being besieged 
by the caliph's forces at Palermo, defended him- 
self with astonishing bravery till he was slain, 
when the troops imagined that they had execut- 
ed their master's oiders. The Sicilians, how- 
ever, who had enabled them to carry their point, 
soon after, attacked the Afiicans, put above 
eight hundred to the sword, and forced the rest 
to abandon the island, with the utmost precipita- • 
tion. They then proceeded to the election of a 
new emir, and unanimously chose the brother of 
the last to preside over the Mohammedan con- 
quests in Sicily : during whose government those 
territories were so harassed by civil dissensions, 
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Ihat a 'way was paved, in a short time, for the 
reduction oi the whote island by the Franks* 
The emperoF) Michael Paphlagon, sent an am- 
bassador to tids enur, to make proposals for an 
^noommodation : a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded 1)etween diese two princes td their mu- 
tual satis&ction; which, as the emir, in all points, 
coi^rmed himself to the will of the emperor, so 
^[asperated the Sicilian Mussolmen, especially 
the lower class of the people, that they resolved 
to oppose him. His brother, Abu Caab, taking 
advantage of the ferment occasioned by this 
dispo^tion, endeavoured to seize upon the office 
of emir ; but, being defeated ^n a general ac* 
tion, he applied to the caliph of Egypt for as- 
ustance, which having obtained, he reduced his 
brother to such difficulties, that he found him- 
self obliged to qwt the island, and fly to Con- 
stantinople, in order to implore the protection 
of the emperor. That prince, who imagined 
that he had now a fine opportunity of recover- 
ing Sicily, treated him with the highest marks 
of distinction, and promised to support him in 
all his pretensions, against both his African 
and Sicihan enemies ; but, not being expeditious 
enough in supplying the dethroned emir with a 
body of troops, to reinstate him m the govern- 
ment of the Mohammedan part of Sicily, Leo 
Opus, the prefect of Italy, with a view of driv- 
ing the infidels out of the island, attended him 
with all the forces he could in a short time as- 
semble; by which means he overthrew Abu 
Caab with very great slaughter. This obliged 
that emir to fly into Egypt, and solicit succours 
of the Fatemite caliph, who, being apprehensive 
that the civil dissen^ons in Sicily might prove 
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£ita] to the Mohammedan interest, efected » 
reconciliation between the contending brcrtliers ■§ 
and Leo was obliged to abandon the island, audi 
retire to Italy. Between the successful ancl nutm 
fortunate 'events of this period may be placed 
the composition of a variety of books, written 
on the subject of medicine, and the very liig^ 
respect paid at the Mohammedan courts to tlie 
profession of that science. The celebrated Avi- 
cenna flourished about this time. He was tx>t2i 
a physician and a poet : he was bom in the city 
of Bokhara, though his father was a native of 
Balkh. By the time he was ten years old, lie 
had learned the Koran by heart, made a great 
progress in the belles-lettres, and studied Eu- 
clid and Ptolemy's Almagest. After he had 
completed his tenth year, his father sent him to 
a gardener, to learn atithmetic according to the 
Indian method of computing ; the Indian figuresj 
or arithmetical characters, begimung at this time 
to be in use among the Arabs. He was after- 
wards instructed in the rudiments of logic at 
Bokhara. He then applied himself to the study 
of physic, and soon attained to a surprising skill 
in that science ; insomuch, that he had read 
many physical writers, and performed a vast 
number of cures, when he was but sixteen years 
of age.. The next year and half he spent en-> 
tirely in reading. When any abstruse and in- 
tricate question that puzzled him occurred, he 
went directly to the mosque ; and never ceased 
offering up his prayers to God till the subject 
was cleared up to him. He both read and wrote 
much in the night time, and when his spirits be- 
gan to flag, he drank a glass of wine, which great- 
ly revived hinu Many problems, that had dis* 
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1 itactmA Van m his waking hours, were said to 
^ liave been served to him in his dreams. When 
I %e had fimshed his studies in physic, logic, natu* 
lal philosophy, and mathematics, he proceeded 
Id metaphysics and theolc^^. In short, this pro- 
^gy of learning had made himself master of eve- 
ry branch of useful literature, and every noble 
science cultivated in that {^, by the time he en- 
terec} upon his nineteenth year. His &ther then 
dying, he travelled into Joijan and DShestan ; in 
the latter of which provinces he had a severe fit 
€)£ »ckness. After his recovery, he returned to 
Joijan, and composed the first book of his 
Abridgment of the Almagest, and other pieces 
held in high esteem. He was afterwards ad- 
vanced to the dignity of viwr, at Hamadah ; 
but the soldiery, being afraid of him, plundered 
ias palace, draped him to prison, and would 
have put him to death. He was, however, soon 
rdnstated in his office, though he declined the 
honours of it, as soon as he conveniently could. 
He then shut himself up in the house of an apo- 
thecary, where he finished his system of mathe- 
matics and natural philosophy, except the two 
books treating of vegetables and animals. He 
afterwards wrote privately to Alaoddawla, and 
desired he might be permitted to live with him, 
' but being discovered, he was thrown into prison, 
where he remained in a state of close confine- 
ment for lour months ; at the expiration of 
which, he was brought back to Hamadan, from 
whence he contrived to escape to Effahan. Here 
he met with a reception from Alaoddawla, wor- 
thy of his superior merit, and put the last hand 
to several of his learned works. He had natu- 
TaBy an excellent constitution^ which he had im- 
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paired by youthful excesses ; to which lie ira# 
extremely addicted. Having a most acute fit of 
the colic, in order to accelerate the cure of the 
disorder, he had recourse to medicines, i^liich 
increased rather than diminished it. He lan- 
guished several days, and then expired. Him 
epitaph, written by a satirical poet, imported, 
that his sciendfic and philosophic works had not 
taught him morality, nor his ro.edicinal, the art 
of preserving his health. 

In the 447th year of the Hegira, Al Kayer, 
distracted with the insolence of the Turkish 
militia, which, at this time, rendered Bagdad 
little better than a scene of riot and confusion, 
found himself obliged to .quit the city of Bagh- 
dad, and to put himself under the protection of 
the caliph of Egypt. That prince supi^ying^ 
him both with money and troops, he soon be- 
came very formidable in the Arabian Irak ; pos- 
sessed himself of that province, and ravaged it 
even to the very gates of Bagdad. Finding no 
enemy to oppose him, h^ now looked upon him- 
self as emir-al-omra, and ordered his own name 
to be mentioned in all the mosques within his 
jurisdiction : nor did he leave any thiiig more to 
Al Malec, who, after the example of his prede- 
cessors, had deprived the caliph of all power 
and authority, except the naked title of the king 
of Bagdad. Indeed, the caliph himself was in- 
formed, that this rebel intended to advance, at 
the head of his troops, to the capital, and seize 
upon the imperial palace ; upon which he im- 
mediately wrote to Togrol Bek for assistance, 
who was then at Waset. As soon as the ca^ 
liph's letter reached him, he assembled all his 
^rces, made the proper dispositions for his 
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teaTcb, and arrived at Bagdad. He brought 
with him a numerous army of Turks, and eigh- 
teen elephants. Upon his arrival, he imm^- 
ately waited upon the caliph, and paid him all the 
honours due to his high dignity. However, the 
Turks having, soon after, committed several out- 
rages, the people rose upon them, and pelted 
^em with stones ; an insult which so incensed 
Togrol Bek, that he commanded his troops to 
i;u]lage the city. 

In the following year, AI Kayem, the caliph 
of Bagdad, honoured Togrol Bek with the impe- 
rial vest, and crowned him king of Bagdad. 
He likewise adorned him with the collar and 
bracelets, appointed him ruler over his court, 
and ordered money to be coined in his name : 
nor durst any enemy presume to appear against 
him, either in the Persian or Arabian Irak, or 
Khorasan. 

Al Kayem was, in the next year, deposed, and 
Al Mostanser, the caliph of Egypt, proclaimed 
at Bagdad in his room. While Al Kayem made 
his escape to the eastern part of the city, Al Ba- 
sasiri entered Bagdad, with the Egyptian stan- 
dards, in the name of Al Mostanser, and com- 
manded prayers to be put up for him in the 
great mosque. Afterwards, he commanded Al 
Kayem's visir to be fettered, and carried on a 
camel through the streets of Bagdad, dressed in 
a woolen gown, with a high red bonnet, and a 
leathern collar about his neck, a man lashing 
him all the way behind. Then, being sewed up 
in a fresh bulPs hide, with the horns placed over 
his head, he was hung upon hooks, and beaten, 
without ceasing, till he died. In the mean time, 
the caliph arrived at the camp, where a tent 
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was jMtched for bim, on the east side of the nfjr* 
Upon bis retreat, the mob plundered the impe-^ 
ml palace of articles, to an inestimable value* 
Prayers were offl^red up for Al Mostanser, wliile 
Al Kayem was conveyed, in chains, to Haditba* 
In the very next year, however, be was reinstated 
in bis former authority, and as caliph of Ba^* 
dad, was treated with uncomnibn marks of jre- 
verence and distinction ; and Al Basasiri thoug^^ 
fit to retire to Waset, where, having collected $k 
vast quantity of com, he put it on board soncie 
vessels then in the river ; but,' receiving advioe 
hi the new revolution at Bagdad, he advanced to 
Al Nomania^, a place at no great distance from 
that city. Here a battle ensued, which ended in. 
the defeat of Al Basasiri," wlio was himself kil* 
Ijcd in the action ; and his head, being struck offy 
was, by the order of Togrol Bek, carried on a. 
pike through the streets of Bagdad. 

Soon after, Togrol Bek demanded Al Kayem's 
daughter in marriage, but was refused her by the 
caliph, who thought it too great an honour for a 
Turk to aspire to. TogroPs visir, therefore, ad- 
vised his master to retrench, by degrees, the ca* 
liph's revenues ; upon which die Sultan forbade ^ 
Al Kayem^s officors to touch the public money* 
This prohibition reduced the caliph to such dis* 
tress, that he suffered himself to be persuaded 
to let Togrol take the princess, though much 
agsdnst his will. The Sultan, having thus car- 
ried his point, revoked the order he had giv^ 
for seizing the caliph's treasures; and, being 
highly pleased with that prince's complLancei 
sent him very rich presents. The same year, 
Maezzoddawla^ the Saheb, or lord of Aleppo, 
departed this life, and was buried in the citadel* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VlKimn THE CALIPHS* 16f 

Be is reported to haTe been a justyineidful, and 
^lesacToas prince. A servant having once, by 
accideiitv beat out one of his fore-teeth, he said» 
^ This happened by the providence and power of 
Gixi, and he vpould not punish him for it ;" an 
Hicident vrhich has been produced as an instance 
of his superior goodness and clemency. 

In the following year, Seida, the caliph's 

dai^hter, was conducted to Togrol, who re« 

edved her with great demonstrations of joy, 

and bestowed ^fls on aU the caliph's servants 

that accompamed her. The marriage was cele- 

brated at Al Ray, his royal seat, then the capi> 

lal of the Persian Irak ; he having made the 

proper dispositions for receiving her with the 

utmost splendour and magnificence : but, finding 

the heat at that time excessive, he retired to 

Rudbar, where he had a most beautifiil palace. 

Here he proposed to take some refreshment in 

that hot and sultry season, and was attacked by 

a bloody flux, which carried him off in a few 

days. He has been represented as a merciful 

ai^ prudait prince, extremely well versed in the 

art of government. All the neighbouring sove» 

reigns exceedingly feared him, and wrote to him 

in the most submissive style. 

The princess Seida returned to Bagdad, where 
she was received by her father, who, in a few 
years, paid the debt of nature. At the time of 
his death, he was seventy-six years old, and bad 
sat forty-four years upon the throne. When he 
perceived his end approaching, he appointed Al 
Kayem, his grandson, to succeed him, and sent 
for the principal grandees to attend as witnesses 
to this designation. Al Kayem was learned, pa^ 
tient, mild, and sincere ; a prince of an excellent 
Vol. X. Q 
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political capacity, capable of giving the most sa« 
lutaiy advice on any emergency, just, and one 
who exceedingly feared God. He cultivated the 
belles-lettres ; had a taste for poetry ; and left 
behind him several poetical compositions, which 
were held in great esteem. 'Not long before his 
decease, we are told, that such heavy rains fell 
in Arabian Irak, that they occasioned an extra- 
ordinary inundation of Uie Tigris ; insomuch, 
that many animals were carried away by the 
rapidity of the current ; and that the caliph 
himself was, in an instant, so suiTOundcd by the 
waters on his throne, that he must have inevi- 
tably perished, had not one of his slaves taken 
him on his shoulders, and preserved him from 
the impending fate. 

During this reign, a most dreadful earthquake 
laid in ruins Al Ramla Isanis, and many other 
cities. The havoc occasioned by this catas- 
trophe was so great, that two thousand five hun- 
dred men, women, and children, perished at Al 
Ramla only ; vast numbers also meeting with 
the same unhappy fate, in many of the neigh- 
bouring cities. A grievous famine likewise raged 
in Egypt ; insomuch, that a dog was not to be 
bought for less than five dinars, nor a Cat for 
less than three. Al Montanser*s visir came one 
day to the imperial palace, attendee^ by a single 
servant, and left his horse at the gate, which 
was quickly carried off by three men, who killed 
him^ that they might feed on his flesh. The 
visir, complaining of tiiis insult to the caliph, 
they were immediately executed, and their bo- 
dies fixed to a gibbet erected for that purpose. 
The next day, however, nothing was to be seen 
of them but the bones ; the flesh being all gree- 
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dily deiroured by the miserable wretches inhabit- 

kig the spot where the gibbet stood ; for the 

Egyptians not only fed on the carcases of All 

kiiKis of beasts, but likewise the bodies of men, 

women, and children ; many of the latter of 

.whk^h they boiled, and sold publicly for food. 

Before the beginning of this dreadful calamity, 

the caliph had about ten, thousand two hundred 

horses, mules, and camels, in his stables ; but, 

at the end of it, he had only three horses left. 

That prince himself was obliged to part with his 

^ate, tapestry, sumptuous garments, treasures, 

^jewels, and valuable furniture, for sustenance. 

The people of Egypt were also visited by a 

pila^ue this year, which swept away the greater 

part of the inhabitants of that country. These 

calamities, we are told, were presaged by comets, 

that a|^)eared a little before they hi4)pened, and 

other prodigies which have been taken notice of 

by the Egyptian writers. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



Empire of the Arobn^ under the Houmc of M Mhm^ 
continued. 



j^^ A L KAYER died at sercnty^ix, and 
,07^,* -^*' was succeeded by his grandsiMij Al 
Moktftdi. The new caliph performed the 
-funeral ceremony at his predecessor's interment, 
and enjoyed a prosperous reign. The people of 
Syria, Arabia, Palestine and Irak, recogjuaed 
his authority, and the city of Bagdad flourished 
while he sat on the Mohammedan throne. Hfe 
was bom six months after his father's death, aiifl 
was the only male of Al Kayer's family that sius 
vived him. He was the twenty-seventh caliph 
of the house of Al Abbas, and had more respect 
paid him by Malec Shah, the emir-al-omra, th«i 
had been received from, tfic sultan, or prime mi- 
nister of the caliphate, by many of his predeces- 
sors. Al Moktadi married the daughter of his 
emir, a lady of great beauty ; and the public re- 
joicings at Bi^;dad, when she made her entry in- 
to that capital, were such as surpassed every 
tfiing of the kind, that had hi^pened before in 
tne Mohammedan world ; for all the streets of 
the city were illuminated with wax torches on 
this occasion ; and the calij^, in order to de- 
monstrate his affection for her, prepared a most 
magnificent entertainment. Twenty-four thou- 
sand pounds of sugar is said to have been con- 
sumed in the dessert alone* 
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Make Shahy in the next year, performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, at an incredible expence ; 
for, besides abolishing the usual tribute, which 
the pilgrims paid, he employed very large sums 
in building towns in the desert, where he order- 
ed a great number of wells and cisterns to be 
made, and water to be conveyed to them from 
all parts. He likewise commanded plenty of 
provisions to be carried for the subsistence of 
the pilg^ms, and distributed immense sums 
among the poor, with uuparalTeled liberality. 

Before Malec Shah*s daughter had been long 
married to Al Moktadi, she left her husband in 
disgust, and returned to Esfehan, then her fa- 
ther's residence, and the capital of the Seljukian 
empire, where she remained till the time of her 
death. At this period, the brother of Severus, 
the metropolitan of Ethiopia, came into Egypt 
with presents for Al Jemal, Al Mostanser's visir, 
which by no means pleased him. As soon as the 
visir had received them, he sent for the Alexan- 
drian patriarch, and demanded why he had or- 
dained the metropolitan of Ethiopia, without 
paying the usual sum to the Fatemite caliph. 
He likewise complained, that the metropolitan 
•had neither caused any mosques to be erected 
in Ethiopia, nor sent him any rich presents, as 
he had promised. To this expostulation, a bi-* 
shop, who attended the patriarch, replied, " that 
the metropolitan of Ethiopia had been ordained 
only by his express order :" To which the visir 
answered, "That both he and the patriarch 
lied." He then insisted upon their sending two 
bishops immediately into Ethiopia, who should 
take care to have a certain number of mosques 
built in that province, and see that divine ser- 
Q2 
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Tice was performed in them, after the Mofaam* 
medan manner* The visir also gave them to 
understand, that complaints had been made re- 
specting the Mohammedan merchants, who ^ere 
not permitted to trade in Ethiopia ; and, if tbn 
were true, he knew what course to take. Ke 
then dismissed the patriarch, and his attendant 
bishops ; having first quartered a soldier upon 
each of them, who were to be maintained at 
their expence* In a short time after, the visir 
sent for them again, and, when they appeared 
before him, he accused the patriarch of drivings 
a Mohammedan merchant out of Ethiopia, and 
seizing upon all his substance ; but it was prov- 
ed, in answer to this accusation, that at the time 
when these things were said to have been done, 
Severus was in prison, where he had been con- 
fined by the king of Ethiopia. The visir then 
said, that the Metropolitan had promised to 
build four mosques in Ethiopia, and that he had 
not kept his word. His brother instantly replied, 
« that he had actually built seven, which the 
Ethiopians had pulled down, and the king had 
imprisoned him for what he had Aoiat" This 
declaration pacified the visir, who dispatched an 
ambassador, with the bishops, to the court of 
Ethiopia ; sending a letter to the king, import- 
ing, " that if he did not accede to every one of 
the demands contained in it, he would demolish 
all the Christian churches in Egypt." To this 
the Ethiopian monarch made answer, ^ That if 
he displaced even a single kone in any of the 
Christian churches under his jurisdiction, he 
would send him, all the stones and tiles from the 
temple at Mecca. From which it appears, that 
the Ethiopians were, at this time^ far from being 
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Ifehammedans, nor was the relig^ of the pro- 
phet publicly tolerated in Ethiopia* 

In the following year, the Bi^aniyah besieged 
die castles of Belam and the Persian Irak. The 
&st they took belonged to Kamah, a prince in 
alliance with Malec Shah, and was delivered by 
Kamah's lieutenant to Al Hasan, who had se>- 
duced him, by twelve hundred dinars. This Al 
Hasan was a native of Meru, in Khorasan, but, 
going into Egypt, he met with a Batanist, who 
converted him to their persuasion ; and, by the 
consent of the pe(^le, made him, whose &mily 
was one of the noblest in Mem, the chief and 
head of the sect. He had many followers, who 
paid an implicit obedience to his commands. As 
he soon grew considerable, Malec Shah sent him 
a threatening letter, requiring his submission. 
Al Hasan hereupon ordered the Sultan's mes- 
sengers to be brought before him, when he sen^ 
for a company of his people, and commanded 
~ one of them, a young man, to kill himself; an 
order which he instantly obeyed, without the 
least hesitatixm. He ordered another to throw 
himself headlong from the top of the castle, 
which he performed immediately, and broke his 
neck. After thb prelude, 'Al Hasan told the 
Seljukian ambassador, that he had no other an- 
swer to return to the Sultan, than that he had 
seventy thousand men at his command, who 
would obey him in the manner which he had 
seen. Malec Shah was greatly siirprised when 
these things were related to him ; and, having 
other afiairs on his hands, he thought it not ad- 
visable to enter into a war with that prince. 
Soon after this, he went upon a hunting party, 
with many attendants ; and, eating some of the 
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flesh of the game that they had killed) he r^ur»- 
ed sick to his palace. A vein was opened btit 
little blood issued, and his illness increased to a 
burning fever, vi^h^h in a few days put an end 
to his life.^ 

The caliph Al Moktadi died in the 487th year 
of the Hegira, at Bagdad. The sultan Barkia- 
rok having entered that city, made many rich 
and valuable presents to die caliph, and de- 
manded the patent of investiture of that prince* 
This being granted by Al Moktadi, he ordered 
the instrument to be drawn out in form, when 
he perused it, and commanded the sultan's vest 
to be carried to Barkiarok. After he had 
dined and washed his hands, he read the patent 
over a second time, and then immediately asked 
one of his women, who was then with him, who 
those persons were that presumed to come into 
the room, and to approach him, without his per- 
mission. The woman, astonished at this ques- 
tion, turned her head about to discover who . 
they were, but seeing nobody, she cast her eyes 
upon the caliph, and perceived his countenance 
change, his hands and feet at the same time 
failing him, and that very instant he dropped 
down dead on the ground. Terrified at this, 
circumstance, though she at first thought him 
only in a swoon, she immediately called in his 
servant. Mansur, his visir, and Ashmed, his 
son ^id successor, being then sent for, his body 
was prepared for intennent, and afterwards ba- 
ried with the usual ceremonies. He had reigned 
nearly twenty years. With regard to his char 
racter, he is said to have been extremely wel 
versed in the institutions of Mohanimedism ; a 
lover of learning and honest men, brave, courte- 
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OQS, benefieent, and a very good poet* He had 
H steady regard to jus6ce, and reformed a great 
mnnber of abuses that had crept into the state. 
He took great delight in patronizing men of 
erudition, and had many excdlent works dedi- 
cated to him. His views for the advancement 
fjf the sciences, were well seconded by Malec 
Shah. They assembled all the ablest astro- 
ncnners that flourished at this time, in order to 
leform the calendar. The distemper that car- 
ried him off so suddenly, the Arabs call a 
pla^e ; they believe that it proceeds from cer^ 
tain sfMrits, armed with bows and arrows, sent 
1>y God to punish men for their sins ; and wh^ 
"the wounds are ^iven by spectres of a black co- 
lour, they certainly prove mortal, but hot so 
when the arrows are shot by those that af^iear 
white. It is in this manner that Mussulmen rea* 
«on upon the plagtie ; and it is upon Uiis founda- 
tion that they never take any precaudons to 
guard themselves against it. 

During this reign died Cyril, the Jacobite pa- 
triarch of Alexandria. He read some time be- 
%re his death the four Gospels in Coptic, and 
Wrote commentaries upon them in Arabic, the 
Coptic being then, especially among the com- 
mon people, but little understood. He spent all 
the money he pould spare, in relieving the poor, 
in repairing and building churches, and in other 
acts of charity : so that when he died, he cUd not 
leave a single dirken behind him. He listed 
often, and lived, in general, till evening, upon 
pulse ; other food being prepared for his scholars 
or disciples. He employed much of his time 
in pra3ring, and frequently conversed with those 
about him, upcm divine subjects. 
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AJ Montanser BiUah, the caliph of Egy^ 
died in the same year with Al Moktadi, after lie 
had reigned about sixty years* He survived 
only a few monUis Al Jemal, hi» geneial and 
Tisir, who for several years had the sole mn- 
oagement aod direction of the Egyptian afifair^ i 
Al Montanser being in reality nothing better than 
a nominal [uince, and is celebrated only for the 
length of his reign. A little before the viar 
departed this life, he obtained the instrument of 
investiture from his master, by which Abul Ka- 
sem, his son, was app<Mnted to succeed him in 
the post of vistr, had the tide of the king c^ 
kings conferred upon him, and received the ho- 
nourable appellation of Afiial. In Al Montan* 
ser's reign, Michael, the patriarch of Alexan- 
dria, was sent with magnificent presents to the 
king of Ethiopia, to prevfdl upon that monarch 
to optsx the chai^el that conveyed v^ter to 
•Egypi, which for «ome time had been stopped* 
This obstruction had reduced the caliph's sub- 
jects almost to the last extremity* The king 
granted the patriarch's request, in consequence 
of which, it is said) that the Nile rose three yards 
in one night, and rendered the land of E^ypi^a^ 
capable of cultivation as ever* The caliph treated 
the patriarch ^th uncommon marks of dist]iM> 
tion at his return, and nwinificently rewarded 
him for the important service he had 4one his 
country. 
. ^ Ahmed, Al Moktadi's son, was ac- 
^Q^^ knowledged csdiph of Bagdad as soon a9 
his fEither's death was publicly known* 
In a short time after, he assumed the title of Al 
Mostadher* His authority was confirmed by 
the consent of Barkiarok, who was at that tunp 
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m& his army at Bagdad« He also secured to 
himself the office of emir^l-omra, or sultan, as 
tiie prime minister to the caliph was at this time 
called ; and in consequence c^ the high office' 
which he filled, as well as by the great power he 
had acquired, he was completely master of Al 
Mostadher's person, and even of the caliphate 
itself. He inaugurated the caliph, who recipro-> 
caHy invested him with the power, gave him the 
appellation ctf " the column, or support of reli- 
gion ;" and commanded that prayers should be 
offered for him in the mosque. It appears that 
these prayers were a sort of nominal consecra- 
tion, which, in the eyes of the peq>ie, rendered 
the authority of the chiefs lawful. The caliph of 
Bagdad was the dispenser of this fiivour, which 
was sc^icited by the sovereigns of Damascus, 
Aleppo, Antioch, and even by those of Persia 
and Egypt. They all assumed the title of ca- 
liph, but still they acknowledged the- pre-emi- 
nence to the throne of Bagdad. 
' To his arbitration was referred treaties be- 
tween rival princes ; their arguments passed in 
his presence, to which he gave- his sanction. 
Without doubt some comp^isation was made 
him for his trouble, and that perhstps might con- 
stitute ane of the principal sources of his reve- 
nue. It appears that the quality most desirable 
in him, was that of a conciliator, well acquainted 
with the laws, and the friend of peace. It cer- 
tsunly were to be wished also, that his manners 
should be gentle and persua«ve, and his morals 
irreproachable, that the public esteem might 
give weight to his decisions. 

Soon after Al Mostadher'a accession, the 
astrologers at Bagdad predicted an inundation 
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little kifenor in its extei^ and tEMs, to tike j;o* 
aenddekige that happaiedin tke days of Koiybi 
a predictioii which stmck the people of that me* 
tropolis, as wdi as the coiut, with the utioost 
terror and constematioD. The cali{^ seat £o^ 
£bn IsuiH (me of his most celebrated astn^cH 
gers, in order to interrogate him about U&e im- 
pending judgments with which he and his sub* 
jects, and even almost the whole race oi man- 
kind, were threatened. Ebn Isun being bitmgfat 
before him, sud— that in Noah's time M the 
seven planets met in the sign (^ Pisces ; bat 
that onSkf six of tl^m, Saturn being in another 
part of the heav^is, woidd meet in that sign, the 
present year. Had Saturn, continued he, oooo* 
fded any part of the above-mentioned Sigp^ 
when all the other planets were there, an uni- 
versal deluge would have beeQ the conse^^ieace. 
However, added he, there most certainly will be 
a dreadful inundation, whidi will lay under 
water some con»derable city or district, wl^re a 
vast multitude c^ people from (Afferent coun- 
tries will be assembled. As there was a prodi« 
g^otis concourse of merchants, and otitis, from 
all the regions of the east at Bagdad, this pre- 
diction so terrified the inhabitants of that ci^^al, 
who were extremely numerous, that they erected 
moimds or dams in those places which* seemed 
to be moat exposed to an irruption of the waters, 
and took other precautions, which they judged 
necessary for their security : and in ccuiformity 
to this prediction it so happened, that most of 
the pilgrims . gmng to Mecca, and who had 
pitched their tents in the valley qf Al Manaked, 
were carried away by an irresistible torrent, to- 
gether with dieir beasts of burden, baggage^ 
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mod every thmg they brought wHh tfaeoiy and 
dpcywned ; a few of them only escaping, who 
feund iiieai» ta retire to the neighbouriag moua- 
t«ais» This tn^cal ev^it so raised the repu- 
tation of Elm Aysun, that the caliph made him 
a present of a sumptuous ves^ in order to do 
him honour as a rewwd for the skill he had 
shewn in Ms art. 

Baridait^ marched mto Khorasan, wheie 
Ardan ^lah had on foot a considerate body ef 
tioaps : but the sultan was deEvered fiom ^1 
•future apprehensions oi Arslan ^lah by one of 
•thatpfinGe*s sons, who dew his fother before he 
had an <^)ponunity of coming to any engage- 
atent with BarisiMt^. He committed that par- 
Jiddein oiderto seize his father^ govetisment, 
which, however, did not fell to his share ; for 
Barluarok, having made himself master of Kho- 
lAssm, appdnted Sanjar, one of his brothers, to 
preside over that province, and returned to Irak* 
^wevOT, Andan Shah was assasunated by one 

hi^ domestics, to free mankind as he pretended 
^ in his injustice* 

About the first or second campaign of the &- 
mous cnraades, a numerous army of Franks, 
imder the command of king Baldwin, entered 
Syria, besieged Antioch, and toc^ that city : 
and in the following year they presented them- 
aelves befiu^ Jerusalem, and having erected two 
towers agunst it, they took it on the north side, 
and put the inhabitants to the sword* They 
continued to kill the Mussulmen in the adjacent 
country for several weeks together, destroying 
in the chapel Al Kasa seventy thousand people 
at one time* They likewise drove all the Jews into 
their tem{^, and burnt them in it* Amongst 
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the booty acqmred on this occasion, which 
Immense, there were above forty thousand alver 
lamps, a furnace of the same metal, and above 
twenty lamps of gold. The loss of Jerusalem 
was not less regretted by the Jacobite Christians 
than by the Mussuhnen themselves; since the 
Franks would not permit them to go on pilgri- 
mage thither, nor even on any account whatever 
to approach that place. When the news of this 
terrible destruction reached Bagdad, the terri- 
fied courtiers who brought it implored both the 
caliph's and sultan's assistance in the most af^ 
fecung terms. The inhabitants of that city in* 
sisted upon immediftte relief; indeed, so trans* 
ported were they with grief, and so in&tuated 
on the occasion, that they forgot tiicir duty to 
God, and neglected the most solemn &st of Ra- 
madan. 

The Franks, after some time, elated with their 
success, advanced to Tripoli, and laid siege to 
that city, and soon after they took Acca by 
storm : but by a reverse of fortune, two ge- 
nerals of the Franks were defeated by the Mo- 
hammedans in Syria, where they lost ten thou- 
sand men. Tripoli, after having sustained a 
seven years' siege, in which the greater part of 
the inhabitants had been destroyed by fatigue, 
famine, and the sword, was obliged to capitu*- 
late. This city was at that time full of Moham- 
medans, and contained very many learned men. 
Two years after the Franks made themselves 
master of Saida, and all the coast of Syria. A 
dreadful tempest happened in Egypt, which 
filled the air >vith clouds of dust. The heat was 
excessively great, and the sky was red as fire. 
A species of the aurora borealis, resembling 
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flstnes, moved from one part of thehemiftphere 
to anotlier ; which was followed with so thick a 
darkness as had not been known in the memory 
of man* These strange and surprising pheno* 
mena so terrified many people, that they aban- 
doned their houses, imagining that th« day of 
judgment must certainly be at hand* * 

In the 512th year of the Hegira, the 
iios! <^P^ ^1 Mostadher departed this life at 
Bagdad, in the 25 th year of his reign, 
and was succeeded by Al Mostarshed, who, in 
some degree, revived the ancient splendour of 
the caliphate. He would not suffer any dicta* 
tor, but acted for himself. His brother, Abul 
Hasan, aspiring himself to the throne, assembled 
a large body of troops in the Arabian Indc, 
openly revolted against his brother, and claimed 
the title of caliph. The dignity, however, to 
which he aspired was very short lived. Al Mos- 
tarshed came up with him, gave him battle, and 
completely defeated him. Hasan was taken 
prisoner in the action, and was sent to the ca- 
liph, who generously granted him his life, and 
set him at liberty. The same year Baldwin, 
who assumed the title of the king of Jerusalem, 
marched with a powerful army into Egypt, in 
order to make himself master of that opulent 
regicm ; but swimming, lor his amusement, in 
the Nile, a wound which he had formerly re- 
ceived opened afresh, and could not be healed ; 
this obliged him to return to Jerusalem, where 
he ^ed« 

A caliph of Bagdad was now seen at the head 
of his armies, not only exercising an uidepen- 
dent authority in the city, but attempting to ex- 
tend it once moreover princes, who imagined 
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tiiftt deference was all they owed him. Al Mos- 
tanhed sent a severe message to Zenki, the ata- 
bec of the Arahian Irak ; tibe person who deU- 
▼ered it, relying on the power and authority oi 
Ins master, added several reproaches of his own: 
§0T which insolence Zenki ordered lum to be ar> 
rested, and treated with great indignity. The 
oali^h, having received advice of the insult offer- 
ed him in the person of his ambassador, niarch- 
ed with an army of thirty thousand men from 
Bagdad to AI Mawsel, and was met by 2ienki, 
at a smsdl distance from the latter of ^ese pla- 
ces; but not being able to oppose the caiii^ that 
prince invested the city of Al Mawsel, and afiter- 
wards besieged it in form. Whilst he pressed 
the place closely without, a company of plmste- 
rers within agreed to betray it to him ; but beine 
discovered and executed, he raised the siege, a£ 
ter he had carried it on ineffectually about three 
months, and returned to Bagdad. About this 
time the repose of the army, as well as of the 
court in Egypt, was disturbed by Actions ; one 
of which was headed by Al Hidcen's son, who 
endeavoured to excite the emirs to revolt. The 
soldiers were divided into two powerful parties, 
soma of them espousing the tenets* of the Son- 
nites, and others those of the Shirites. This <fi« 
vision occasioned the points in debate between 
those two sects to be controverted amongst the 
troops, already infiamed agsunst one another by 
political broils, with so much heat, that they 
came to an engagement, and many on both sides 
were slain. 

The 529th year of the Hegira proved fetal tb 
sultan Togrol and the caliph AI Mostarshed ; the 
former died at Hamadan, and was reckoned 
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just and valiaDt, good-natured, and liberal, and 
^d nothing unbecoming a prince. Upon To- 
groFs death, his brother Masud, then at Bag- 
dad, was invited by his friends at Hamadan to 
repair immediately to that city, in order to as- 
sume the government, and a courier was dis- 
patched to him for that purpose. Masud being 
apprised, in the city of Alra, that the caliph of 
H^dad, in violation of his engagements, had 
ordered his name to be suppressed in the public 
prayers, and deprived of the title and quality of 
sultan, he advanced at the head of a powerful 
army into Arabian Irak, where he was met by 
Al Mostarshed, accompanied by a great num- 
4>er of the principal nobility and lords of his 
court. The two armies came to a general ac- 
tion, when the caliph's left wing deserted to the 
sultan ; he was himself surrounded and taken, 
"whilst his right wing, after a slight opposition, 
fled. ' After this defeat, Bagdad opened its gates 
to Masud, without making any resistance. The 
caliph was confined in a tent at some distance 
fix)m the army, where messages passed between 
him and the sultan relating to peace. At length 
it was agreed that Al Mostarshed should pay 
an annual tpbute, and remain in Bagdad ; he 
was then permitted to ride on horseback, with 
the harness of a horse, in token of honour, car- 
ried before him. He was even upon the point 
of returning to Bagdad, when intelligence being 
brought of the arrival of an ambassador, the 
people followed Masud to meet him, and among 
the rest some of those who had the care of the 
caliph. The defenceless cqndition of that prince, 
who was now left without a guard, excited a 
number of people to rush into his tent and as- 
R2 
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fasdaaOe him, bf gi^iog him no lets thi^ tw^Bii« 
ty wounds* Not satisfied with die perpetradon 
cf this horrid deed, they barbarously cut off liis 
nose and ears, and left him, by way of contempt^ 
naked upon the spot. Many believed that Masoid 
was at the bottom of this afiair, and amused 
him with the appearance of an accommodaticMi 
<Hily in order to conceal his design. Al Mos*- 
tarshed ^j<^ed an excellent constitution, snd is 
mad to have possessed the rare talent of expres- 
sing much in a %w words* He was succeeded 
by his son, 
^ ^ Al Rashid, whom Masud oUiged to 
^j' enter into s^ engagement not to revengs 
his father's death. He signed a deed td* 
the following purport : " If ever I raise troc^; 
it I quit Bagdad ; if I put to death any persoii 
attached to sultan Masud, I shall have deposed 
myself." The expect^ event soon occurred. 
Masud demanded a sum of money, which he in« 
sisted the caliph had promised him ; to which the 
latter refused comphance, and recalled the'troops 
from the neighbouring provinces to his assis* 
tance. Masud besieg^ him in his capital ; <Ks- 
stensions arose between the allies ; and the pontiff^ 
extremely pressed by the enemy, considered lum- 
self fortunate in securing his safety by flight. 
Masud entered Bagdad, assembled the judges 
and doctors of the law, and shewed them the 
writing, by which Al Rashid had deposed Mm^ 
self. Who had been the aggressor, or whether 
Masud had not given the pontiff provocation, was 
not the subject of enquiry. Masud was the 
strongest ; and Rashib was deposed by unani- 
mous consent, after reigning but one year. 
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jj The same assembly that had declared 
22^/ Al Ra^b unworthy of his exalted sta- 
tion, proclaimed Al Mc^tafi, his uncle^ 
to be his successor. As this caliph owed his ele* 
vation entirely to Masud, he cUd not tlunk of ex- 
eix^iaing the least power or authority during that 
]^m:e's life, but s^er his death he asserted his 
independence, and assumed the reins of author 
rity, not only in Be^;dad but in the greater part 
of Persia and Arabia, which had been subject to 
BfCasud* 

Masud was, at the time of his death, about 
forty-five years old, and had reigned almost nine- 
teen years. He was a great lover of pious and 
learned men, humble and afikble ; superior to 
all the Sdjukian princes for religion, clemency, 
and justice. His bravery was also celebrated ; 
he is said to have defeated armies at the first 
onset, and to have killed Hons with a single 
stroke. He fi*equently, when a boy, was in bku 
ties, and fought hand to hand with the enemy. 
He always proved rictorious in the wars with 
his brothers; the people lived in ease and 
pkeatj tluough the whole course of his reign ; 
he disregarded treasures, distributing them 
among his courtiers, which was the reason that 
he was almost always poor. This prince was the 
last of the Seljukian sultans that had any power 
in the Arabian Irak ; for upon his decease Al 
Moktafi deprived them of all authority in the 
city of Bagdad. 

Al Moktafi died after having reigned twenty- 
four years and three months ; he was the first 
that reigned in the Arabian Irak without a sul- 
tan, and governed his armies as well as his sub- 
jects accG^'ding to his own will, sia^e the time 
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that the Mameluke or Turkish militia began to 
dispose of every thing in the caliphate, and con- 
sequently to deprive of their just authority the 
successors of Mohammed under Al Montasen 
It appears that Al Moktafi recovered almost all 
that sultan Masud had possessed himself of in 
the mountainous parts of the Persian Irak ; and 
thiat no considerable tumults or commotions dis- 
turbed his repose during the remainder of his 
prosperous reign. 

About this period many violent shocks of an 
earthquake were felt in Syria, and which extend- 
ed as far as Tripoli and Antioch, by which an 
incredible number of people perished under the 
ruins of the several towns that were destroyed. 
A school fell down at Kama while the master 
was out on some particular business, and crush- 
ed to pieces all the scholars ; and as none of their 
parents came afterwards to enquire for any of 
them, it is probable that they all likewise shared 
the same fate. When this shock happened at 
Shaizar, the saheb of that place was circumci- 
sing his child, and a great number of people was 
assembled to witness the ceremony, one of 
whom only escaped, when the house was thrown 
down, and he was killed by the kick of a horse 
as he attempted to go out of the gate. We find 
also, that Mohammed, sumamed Gayathoddin, 
died about this time. He is reported to have 
quitted life with extreme regret, so much so, 
that, beforc he expired, he ordered his troops, 
his court, and all his treasures, to pass before 
him, as it were, in a view ; and after he had con- 
sidered all these things, said, " How is it possible 
that a power so formidable as mine is not able to 
diminish the weight of my disorder one single 
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grain, nor to prokmg my life only for a moment.'* 
He then ccmduded his reflection with the follow- 
ing remarkabte words : ^ Unhi^py is the person 
who spends his time in amassing those things 
^Rrbich he must leave, and does not make the 
princix)al object of regard that Being in whom 
an things are to be found." 

The caliph, Al Moktafi, appointed his son 
ITusef to succeed him a littk before his death ; 
iMit one of his concubines, by whom he had a 
son, sumamed Abu Ali, formed a design to as- 
sassmate Yusef, during the caliph's last illness ; 
hoping, by that means, to advance her son to that 
^ipreme dignity* For this purpose, she armed 
a great number of the women of the palace with 
knives, and hired them to kill him when he went 
tn visit his &ther. The conspiracy being disco- 
vered to Tusef by a little eunuch, whom he con- 
stantly sent to enquire after the old caliph's 
health, and who once, on his return, saw them 
inth knives in their hands, he immediately put 
on a coat of mail, took his sword in his hand, 
and went directly to the imperial palace* This 
he no sooner entered than the women attacked 
him ; but he defended himself so bravely, that 
he put them to flight* Abu Ali and his mother, 
who both foH into his hands, he caused to be im- 
prisoned ; but the female assassins he treated in 
a more rigorous manner : some of them were 
publicly executed, and others thrown into the 
j^ Tigris* Al Moktafi, dying, Yusef was 
xi6o* saluted caliph, and assumed the surname 

of Al Montanjed- 
Severial years prior to his decease, Al Moktafi 
had declared his son Al Mostanjed his successor, 
who immediately mounted the Uirone, and go- 
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vemed peaceably for eleven years. That Im 
was the reign of justice, the following anecdote 
win prove. A man being convicted of calumny^ 
was sent by him to prison. One of his nobles o^-^ 
fered to give him two thousand pieces of gold 
coin for bis release ; to which the caliph replied, 
" Put another man, guilty of the same crime, in 
my power, and I wSl give you ten thousand ; 
for I am extremely anxious to clear my dona- 
nions of these pests of society." 

In the 358th year of the Hegira, Shawer was 
advanced to the high office of visir, in which he 
had scarcely been three days, when he was join- 
ed by a great number of Arabs and soldiers, who 
flocked to him from the western parts of Egypt, 
and other places, especially in the desert, inso- 
much, that he found himself at the head of a 
large army, consisting of more than ten thou* 
s?ind horse. The Arabs, addicted to rapine, and 
accustomed to robbery, he detached in different 
parties, to ravage and plunder all the lands be- 
longing to those who persisted in their attach-, 
ment to Ebn Takay, giving them the spoil that 
they should acquire on this occasion, that they 
might be the more active in their depredations. 
The Arabs, animated by this concession, exe- 
cuted Shawer's orders with great alacrity and 
success ; who, thereupon, pursued his march 
almost to the very gates of Al Khirah and Mesr, 
and there encamped. Takay and his friends 
were so terrified at Shawer's approach, that they 
immediately abandoned the metropolis, taking 
care, however, to conceal their most valuable 
jewels in a ba^ under the saddle of his horse, 
and then fled into the desert with the utmost 
precipitation. Here falling into the hands of 
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the Arabs, he was 8triiq)ed, plundered, and left 
naked, where he remained till he almost perish- 
ed with hunger and cold. Being, however, at 
last known, Yakub, the Arab emir, commanded 
him to be brought into his tent, and to be con- 
ducted from thence under an escort to Shawer at 
Al Kahirah. Here he was received as a friend, 
had proper apartments assigned him in the visir's 
p>alace, and was attended by some of his own 
domestics. Indeed, Shawer, who had succeeded 
him in the post of visir, and assumed the title of 
the commander of the armies, fi-equently con- 
ferred with him, and invited him to his table : 
but, being some time after accused of meditating 
a flight, and of exciting the Egyptians to a re- 
volt, he was thrown into irons, which, endea- 
vouring to file off, Shawer*s son entered the place 
of his confinement^ and, to the regret of his fa- 
ther, who was not privy to the affair, immedi- 
ately cut off his head. Shawer had not been 
long possessed of the supreme authority before 
Al Dargam, an officer of rank, endeavoured to 
drive him from the Fatemite caliph's councils, 
and at last, after a decisive action, obliged him 
to fly into Syda. Here he implored the assist- 
ance and protection of Nuroddin, promising to 
remit him the third part of the annual revenue 
of Egypt, if he would march a formidable army 
into that country, and re-instate him in the im- 

S>rtant office of visir. In the mean time, Al 
argam assumed the government of the Fate- 
mite empire. As for Shawer, after his arrival 
at Damascus, he lived with Nuroddin, and was 
treated by him with uncommon marks of res- 
pect. Nuroddin was a most implacable enemy 
of the Christians, and Shawer, in order to bring 
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him into hU views, infoimed )uin that the Fra«te 
had penetrated into Egypt, and made a cfxmdf^ 
Table progress in the conquest of that c^Hikol; 
country, and therefore begged that he would 
send an army, not only to expel them fivim 
thence, but to re-instate him in the office of visie» 
To this he agreed, and, in a pitched battle, h^ 
entirely defeated the Franks, having killed a pro- 
digious numher of men, an^ taken a multitude 
of priaooers. Al Dargam and his brother were 
also put to the sword, and Shawer had now no 
competitor to dispute with him the post of viw* 
About the same time» Al Esfehani died ; hh 
corpse was carried by Nuroddin's general and 
fiuthful friend, through Mecca to M^ina, where 
Jie de»red to be intended. Persons were i^pc»nt- 
ed to attend the body, and proclaim prayers in . 
every town they came to, for the repose of the 
deceased soul. Upon their arrival at Mecca, 
the body was carried round the Caaba; from 
thence it was conveyed to Medina, and dqx>sited 
in a little chi^I, buMt by himself for that pur^ 
pose, at no gieat distance from the tomb of the 
prophet. 

In the next year, Nuroddin took from the 
Franks thdr strongest castle in Syria, which was 
at no great distance from TripolL A short time 
previously to this, Shawer had concluded a treaty 
with the Franks, which alarmed Nuroddin, t)eing 
afraid that it would enable the Christians to mak^ 
themselves masters of Egypt* He sent, therefore, 
Shairacuh, with a body of two thousand hors^ 
into that country ; and he was attended by Sala- 
din, his nepheiw, much against his inclination. 
Shawer, having been joined by the Franks, put 
himself at the head of the combined army, went 
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i!k UfacBt d the enemy, and at last came up with 
ttMsn, when a sharp engagement ensued, which 
ctided m the defeat of ShaWer and the Franks* 
Tins victory put a large district of country into 
6hairacuh's hands, and facilitated the reduction 
of Alexandna, before which he presented him- 
.self. Here he left his nephew Saladin with a 
pr^>er garrison, and then advanced with his 
fiyrces towards Al Said. Af^er his departure, 
^e enemy shut up Saladin in Alexandria, and 
kept him closely besieged for the space of three 
iBOQths. Shairacuh, therefore, returned, in or-* 
der to §QTce the Franks and Egyptians to raise 
the siege, upon which a negociation was set on 
foot, and an. accommodation was effected be- 
tween the contending powers. The Egyptians 
retook possession of Alexandiia, and a new cgq- 
vention was signed between them and the Franks, 
&e principal articles of which were, that the 
Franks should receive mmually, out of the reve- 
nues of Egypt, one hundred thousand dinars, 
and that they should be allowed to have a gar- 
rison with a commandant at Al Kahira. 

Two years after, the Franks, having taken 
Belbeis, and having grown superior to the Mo- 
hammedans in Egypt, Nuroddin sent a large 
army to drive them from thence. Afler the 
Franks had carried the city^f Belbeis by storm, 
they advanced to Al Kahira, whichthey invest- 
ed and laid siege to. Shawer, the Fatemite ca- 
liph's visir, had set on fire the ancient city of 
Mesr, and ordered all the inhatatants to go to 
Al Kahira before the Franks appeare4 in the 
neighbourhood of that place. Shawer, who had 
foiled in the performance of his engagements, 
by not remitting to Nuroddin the third part of 
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the public revenues of Egypt, waited * every day 
upon Shairacuh, made him large promises, and 
endeavoured to excuse his shameful conduct* 
He likewise expressed the highest regard for 
Shairacuh, Saladin, and all Nuroddin's other 
generak, though he had- formed a design to in- 
vite them to a splendid entertainment, in order 
that he might tecure all their persons. But this 
soon trans{Hring, they, willing to be beforehand 
with him, seiz^ him, and were conducting him 
to Shairacuh, who was that morning gone upon 
a visit to Al Shafei's tomb, and his servants, 
seeing what had happened to their master, im- 
mediately made their escape. After which, he 
was brought, bound, to Shairacuh, which, as 
soon as the caliph knew, he dispatched a messen- 
ger to demand his head, which was immediately 
cut off by Sbsuracuh's orders, and sent him with- 
out delay. Shairacuh immediately succeeded to 
the high/)ffice of visir, and Shawer's head was 
Hxed upon tlie point of a spear, ^d carried through 
the streets of the city. When Shairacuh, how- 
ever, entered the metropolis, both the populace 
and soldiery rose upon him, and attacked him 
with unparalleled ftiry ; upon which, in order 
to pacify them, he cried out, " The caliph has 
given you all the immense treasures that Shawcr 
has amassed." This declaration diverted their, 
rage : they drove to Shawer's palace, plundered 
it, and stript it of every thing valuable, while 
Shairacuh was now received every where with 
loud acclamations, anc' all possible demonstpa- 
tions of joy. Shawer son lived as a private 
pei^on in the palace to he time of his death ; so 
Shairacuh enjoyed the h dignity to which he 
had been advanced, witi ut opposition or dread 
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erf a competitor. Nevertheless, the authority he 

t%M acquired was not of any consideisdble dura* 

tion : he died in tlie course of two months, and 

-was succeeded in that higb employment by Sa- 

ladin. 

When Saladin had secured to himself the 
charge of visir, and found himself master of the 
caliphate of Egypt, he distributod all the im- 
mense treasures which had been accumulated 
among the emirs and the troths: by this instance 
of liberality, he entirely gained their affections ; 
he likewise abstained from wine and gaming, to 
which he had been extremely addicted ; and, in 
order to expiate his former crimes, he resolved 
to enter upon a boly war, and attempted to drive 
the Christians out of the Mohammedan territo- 
ries. He, also circumvented and cut off the com- 
l{iander of the blacks, or negroes^ that guarded 
the imperial ^lalace^ and garrisoned the citadel 
of Al Kahirah, putting, after a desperate en- 
gagement, the greatest part of those troops to 
the sword. That officer, &ough an eunuch, was 
a person of uncommon resdution and magnani- 
mity, and, for some time, singly opposed the 
power o(the new visir. The destruction of this 
coi-ps opened a pass£^ for Saladin into the 
castle, who, thereupon, appointed a white eu- 
nuch commandant of that place, and assigned 
him a proper garrison for its defence. Saladin, 
being thus master of Egypt, begged Nuroddin 
^ould send his father and &mily, then at Da- 
mascus, to him), which request being granted, 
upon their arrival in Egypt, he treat^ them 
with uncommon marks of distinction, made 
them many rich presents, and settled upon them 
lands and possessions of very considerable value* 
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The IbDowmg year i»oved fortunate and pios^ 
parous to the new vkir, whose power stifl in- 
creased in Egypt. The Franks formeda »^pe 
ofDamiata, which, as they had a great trsdn g£ 
nulitary engines iirith them, they carried oo> fi>r 
some time, with extraordinary vigour* HoW'* 
ever, Saladin, having taken care to furnish Uie 
place with a nuDoerous gsniismi, and to sa{^>l7 
it copiously with all Idnds of previsions and nuU 
Mtary stores, the besiegers were oUiged to aban^ 
don the enterpme, and retire, after they had lain 
beicxe the town fifty-four days, and sustakied a 
Very considerable loss. But, though ill success 
attended their armies inr Egypt, they re<teced 
^le castle of Accara in Syria, and loaded tlM ~ 
commander with chains* Naroddin, in order 
to make a diversion in his fevour, besieged Al 
Carak m Arabia Petnca, though witho^ e%ct^ 
for a strong body c^ Franks advancii^ out o^ 
Palestine to the relief of that fortrpss, he thought 
fit to decamp^ without venturnjg a battle. About 
this time, an earthquake made ^eadliil havock 
in Syria, Akppo asid several other towns bdng 
idmost entirely dec^oyed by the violence of the 
shocks. ' , 

The next year, Monstanjed, the cali;^ of Bag^ 
dad, departed this life ; his death was occa^oned 
in the following manner : having commanded 
Irs physician to write in his nfune to the vi^r, to 
order him to affix to a gibbet, erected for that 
purpose, the prefect of ^e palace, and another 
officer, ^e physician, knowing that his master 
was at the point of death, shewed them the let- 
ter. Perceiving their fate, therefore, to be in- 
evitable, if the caliph recovered, they entered 
his apartment, attended by some of their friends, 
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carried him off by force, and shiit him up in a 
htkth, where^ in a short time, he expired. 
. The same day that Al Mostanjed "was . ^ 
asrtssinated, his son Al Mostadi was p]x>- , [ ' 
claimed and acknowledged by the officers 
of the palace, and the chief nobles of the court, 
to the great joy of the people, who were no stran* 
g^rs to his many virtues : nor were their expec- 
tati<Mis. disappointed; for, like his father, he was 
eminent for bis love of justice ; and, in his un* 
bounded charity, even surpassed him. This year 
Saladm made an irruption into thp territories of 
the Franks, penetrated as &r as Askalon and Al 
Ramla, in Palestine, which, for some time, ho 
blocked upy and then moved towards the fron- 
tiers of Egypt* He afterwards besieged Aila, 
which he took by storm, and gave up to his 
troops to be plundered. With the last exploit 
^he finished the campaign, and, at the concbisioa 
of it, returned home. The same year proved 
&tal to the Fa^mite empire in Egypt. Nurod- 
din, who was a great feivourer of the Sonnites, 
having been informed that Saladm was absolute 
master of the kingdom of Egypt, he ordered him 
to issue an edict, enjoining an omission of th& 
name of, the caliph Al Aded in the public pray- 
ers, and requiring the Egyptians to mention, ia 
the room of it, that of Al Mostadi, the caliph of 
Bagdad. In answer to Nuroddin*s letter, Sala- 
din Mrrote him word, that, as the Egyptians 
were, for the most part, followers of Ali, he 
was afraid such a step would occasion an inBur- 
rection, and prove extremely prejudicial to his 
affairs in Egypt. But Nuroddin informed Sala- 
din that his order was peremptory, and that he^ 
would be obeyed. The name of Al Ad«d was' 
S 2 
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accardmglf omitted, and that of Al MosCacB 
substituted in the mosques throughout the £gyp> 
tian territories, in the time of divine service* 
The deposed cafip^ was, however, ikk at. the 
time when this resolution took jrface, and ^E^red 
without having even heard of it* Al Aded was 
no sooner dead than Saladin occupied the impe- 
rial palace, and took possession of all tiie im- 
mense treasures ; among which was a lihraryy 
which is said to have contained no less than one 
hundred thousand volumes, bound, and written 
in the most beautiful nuanier. These he d&atn- 
buted among as many of tiie doctors of die lawy 
and other learned mien, as had occasion to cofr> 
suit them. Thus ended ^e empire of the Fate* 
mite cali{rfts in Africa, after it had continued 
abouF two hundred and seventy years. The? 
princes that formed this dynasty were SlniteSy 
who asserted that Abu Takb was tjie first law* 
fill caliph and imam, and maontained that the 
m^reme axvthority, both in spiritisals and tem* 
porals, belonged to his descendants. They even 
deduced their origin from Ali himself and Fa- 
tema, tlie daughter of Mohammed ; and, in coo* 
sequence of these pretensions, assumed ^e name 
of Fatemites : they also styled themselves Ima- 
tniamsj and Imams, intimating that they were 
descended in a right Ime from the head oi that 
hwaly which, alone supplied the Mahommedan 
world with true and rightful imams. 

They bore an implacable hatred to the caliphs 
of the house of Al Abbas,' whom they considered 
as intruders and usurpers, and, not in the least 
related to the family of Mohammed. As Nu* 
voddin was a zealous S(»)nite, and entertained 
the highest regard for the caliphs at Bagdad, it 
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i» no wcmder ^t the aboHdon of the caliphate 
of Egypt riiould have been his prindpal object. 
fie^e% he was probaldy influenced not only by 
TelKgious, but by political motives ; he might 
imagine that homing would so much contrilmte 
'to the humiliation of the Franks, who were then 
grown formidaUe, as a re-union of Mussulmen 
Tmder one common head. 

As soon as the news of the abolition of the Fa- 
temite calipfaate in Egypt arrived at Bagdad, and 
it was known that the ci^ph AI Mostadi was 
prayed for &roughout all the Egyptian provin- 
ces, public ~ rejoicings, for several days, were 
made in that capital. In him were re-united the 
legitimate power of the Mussulmen sovereign 
pontiff, by the abolition of the caliphate of the 
Fatemite caliphs in Egypt. He had no concern 
in this revolution, which was effected by the con- 
flicts betweei) the 'noises, who, aspiring to the 
sovereignty, endeavoured to acquire a right to it 
in the sight <^ the people. By refusing the in- 
yestiture of the caliph of Bagdad, they them- 
selves ceased to be caliphs. Such was the fa- 
mous Saladin, who was contemporary with Al 
Mostadi. Many other chiefs of tribes, generals 
of armies, warriors, and conquerors, flourished 
also in his reign. He extricated himself, with 
singular address, from a dangerous sedition, ex- 
citwi by Kimar, his general, who hated the visir, 
and had determined to put him to death. On 
^living at his house, which he immediately in- 
vested by the troops under his command, he 
found that the visir had escaped, and taken re- 
fuge in the caliph's palace. Kimar, persisting 
in his intention, led on his forces towards the - 
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impeiiid residence, attended by a great ccMKcxu'se 
of the populace. Al Mostadi appeared on the 
balcony, and, addressing the multitude, said, 
^ You witness the audacity of Kimar, who has. 
even the temerity to brave me in my palace* 
As a punishment for his* offence, I give you all 
his treasures." The crowd, hearing that plun- 
der was permitted them, turned es^erly towards 
Kimar's house, followed by the soldiery, who 
hastened to defend it. By this expedition, the 
insurrection was quelled, and the life of the visir 
saved. Al Mostadi was thirty years old at bia* 
death, smd had reigned ten*. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Ensure of the jfrabsj under the Home f^M.^bboM^ 
continued* 

A LMostadi's death was no sooner pub- _. 
•^*- licly known, than the grandees and ,,*8q* 
principal citizens of Bagdad were pre- 
vailed on to take the oath of allegiance to A) 
Naser, his son* That prince was inaugurated 
in state, and universally acknowledged caliph« 
He then sent the patent of mvestiture, and other 
ensigns of royalty, to Saladin, constituting hiro^ 
by £ose presents, the prime minister* The de^ 
feat he had received from the Franks in 573, to- 
gether with the plague and &mine that r8^;ed 
the following year, had prevented him from un« 
dertaking any enterprise : but in the year 578 
he set out from Al Kahidah for Damascus. 
Upon his arrival, he was informed, that the 
Saheb of Al Mawsel had sent an embassy to tho 
Franks, in ox^der to solicit their assistance, mid 
insligate them to a rupture with him. He there-^ 
fore came to a resohttion to chastise that prince 
for his infraction of the late treaty, and even 
to make hin>self master, if possible, of his capi- 
tal ; that the Mussulmen, being united under 
one chief, might be thereby enabled to act more 
^orousty against the Franks. The Saheb of 
Aleppo, having received intelligence of the Sol- 
tan's design, and of his great military prepara- 
tions, ^^tched an express to Al Mawsel, to 
apprise his brother of the storm that was gar- 
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thenng, and to advise him to put himself into a 
posture of defence without delay. In the mean^ 
time, Saladin, with a numerous army, presented 
himself before Aleppo, and invested that city- 
He was, however, after several days spent inef^ 
fectually in endeavouring to carry the place, 
forced to abandon it. Soon after, the city of Ah- 
med, in Mesopotamia, surrendered to him, after 
a sieg^ of eight days. He then advanced to Jor- 
dkn, passed that river, laid Beizan in ashes, drove 
the Fi-anks out of the field, and formed the siege 
©f Al Cacac ; but, the place being defended by a 
numerous garrison, he found himself obliged to 
abandon the siege, and return to Damascus* 
He had not been long in that capital, when he 
commanded his son, Al Thaher, to leave Alep- 
po, and rep£ur immediately to Damascus. Be«^ 
fore the close of this year, embassies came to 
Saladin from all parts of the world, particularly 
from Sanjar Shah, the Sahet) of Al Jazira, and 
the prince of Arbel, who desired to be admitted 
into the number of his confederates and friends ; 
which favour having obtmned, they returned to 
their respective courts* 

In a short time after, Saladin assembled- both 
the Syrian and Egyptian forces, in order once 
more to attempt the reduction of Al Carac He 
soon begai> to batter it with military engines, 
and attacked it with the utmost ^gour. The. 
Franks, receiving advice that the Mussulmen 
had opened the campdgn with the siege of Al 
Carac, marched to Al Walih, a place not far 
from that fortress, and there encamped. As Al 
Carac, in a 'great measure, cut off the commu- 
nication between Syria and Egypt, Saladin was. 
determined, at all events, if possible, tp carry it ; 
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be thei^'fore made the necessary dispositions for 
an engagement, being resolyed, if an <^portuni- 
ty offered, to give them battle ; which, however, 
finding impracticable, he penetrated into Pales- 
tine, took several towns, ravs^ed the neighbour* 
ing track, put many of the mhabitants to the 
sword, and carried a vast number of them into 
captivity. He also possessed himself of Janin, 
a little town liear the banks of the Jordan, anc^ 
penetrated to Sebaste, where John the Baptist's 
body is supposed to have been deposited. Here 
he released some Mohammedan prisoners, who 
had been thrown into irons by the Franks, and 
then returned to Damascus. 

The 583d year of the Hegira proved extreme- 
ly unfortunate, and even almost fatal to the 
Franks. Saladin advanced, at the head of a 
body of troops, to Al Carac, in order to block 
up that place, and protect the; caravan of pil- 
grims going to Mecca. He also sent a large 
detachment to ravage the district of Acca, and 
all the adjacent track. The Franks, receiving 
intelligence of what had happened, and being 
determined to give Saladin battle, immediately 
quitted their camp, and advanced towards the 
Sultan, who, having left a body of troops to 
keep the citadel blocked up, led his men with 
the same ardour to meet them half way. Both 
armies &cing each other, a most bloody conflict 
efisued ; but the night preventing victory from 
declaring on either side, the iight was renewed 
next morning with greater fury than before? 
nor could the most vigorous efforts of both ar- 
mies decide the dispute in less than three days ; 
at the end of which the Mohammedans, ani- 
mated by despsdr, and hemmed in on every sidd 
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bf the enemy, zxtd the Jfudan, entirdf defeated 
the Franks, and gained a most ^rious victory* 
The saheb of Tripoli, who had been Jireyuled 
uipon to ymt the Frtaiksj in op^i vioktioQ of 
the solemn treaty of alliance he had concluded 
with the sultan, diarged the Muasuhnen in fronty 
but was so warmly^ rdreived, that he soon fled 
with precipitation ; and, being eagerly pursued 
by a detachment of the Mohammedan fotce% 
all the people that attended him were cut off to 
a man, imd he Blone escaped to Tripoli, where 
he was afiterwards seized with a pleurisy, and 
died. A prodigious number of the Frai^ were 
killed in the action and the pursuit* A body of 
them, however, found means to retire to the 
top of a neighbouring hill ; but, being surround- 
ed by a detachment of the sultan's troops, who 
set fire to a wood into which they had fied for 
shelter, and almost dead with thirst, were oUiged 
to surrender at discretion* Some were barbae 
rously butchered by the Mussuhnen, aiui others 
thrown into irons ; among whom was the king 
of Jerusalem. With such terror were the Frai^ 
struck on this occasion, that one of Saladin's 
men took tldrty of 'them prisoners, having tied 
them together with ^e card of his tent. Ailer 
the action, Saladin seated himself in a magnifi- 
cent tent, erected for that purpose, and pbiced 
the king of Jerusalem at his right hand, «nd 
Arnold, the saheb of Al Carac, on his left. He 
then drank to the former of these prinees, bX that 
time ready to ex^Mre with thirst, suid ofibred him 
a cup of snow-water, which be thankfiiUy re^ 
ceived, and immediately drank to the latter. 
But here the sultan interrupted him with some 
ivarmth, saying, ^ I will not suffer this rogue 
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Co drink, as that, according to the generous cus« 
torn of the Arabs, would secure to him his life." 
Xhen, turning to the saheb of Al Carac, he 
fpave him very opprobrious language, and re- 
proached him with the expedition he had under- 
takai against the two sacred cities of Mecca 
and Me&ia« He likewise accused him of utter- 
ing the most rirulent language against Moham- 
inied, and of being guilty of a great effusion of 
blood : notwithstanding which outrs^s, he told 
the saheb, he would spare him if he would be- 
come a convert to Islamism. This, however, 
•her^ected, and the Sultan immediately drew 
ids scimitar, and struck off his head* The king 
of Jerusalem, terrified at the sight, expected to 
meet widi the same hie ; but Saladin raised his 
drooping spirits, by assuring him he had nothing 
to fear, for that it did not become kings to kill 
their iM^thren. The Franks being thus over- 
thrown, and totally dispersed, the sultan attack- 
ed the city of Tiberias, and took it by capitu- 
-lation : from thence he moved towards Acca, 
which, afker a short siege, he reduced. Here he 
found four thousand Mohammedan prisoners in 
chains, whom lie instantljr released. From Acca 
he marched to Tebnin, a fortress of considerable 
strength on the road to Sidon, which was taken 
by assault, after it had sustained a siege of six 
days. About this time, the marquis of Mont- 
serrat arrived in a Christian vessel at Acca, not 
knowqag the Mussulmen were in possession of 
that place : the commandant at Acca might 
have easily secured the person of this nobleman, 
but, letting the opportunity slip, the marquis 
escaped to Tyre, and put himself at the head of 
die Christian forces assembled in that city, which 
Vol. X. T 
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greatlf contributed to the success dutt attended 
Uie arms of the Franks some years afterwards* 
The next place of strength attacked by Saladin 
was Askalon, which^ after a siege of fi>urleeQ 
days, he made himself master of. About the 
same time, the troqw possessed themselves of 
several other towns in the same quarter* He 
then led his army agmnst Jerusalem ; the inha- 
bitants of which ^v^re allowed to capitidate, and 
leave the hcAy city, upon ccmdition thBt every 
man should pay the sultan ten ^ars, every 
woman fiv^, and every in£uit two. Those that 
paid the stipulated sums were escorted by a de- 
tachment of the sultan's troops to Tyre, but 
the others were thrown into irons* The sidtan 
hsid no sooner occupied Jerusalem,^han some of 
his men took down a cross, ovedaid with g(^ 
from the sacred rock, perhaps Mount Calvary ; 
upon which Uie Iscaribts were rent by such a cry 
as had never before been heard. 

The Franks, who had defended Jerusalem, 
and the oth^r towns and fortresses taken by Sa- 
ladin, having retreated to Tyre, formed a very 
numerous body of troops in that city. This 
proved not only the preservation of Tyre, but 
assisted them in the re-establishment of their 
affairs. They laid siege to Acca, which, al- 
though it resisted for a long time, at length ca- 
pitulated. After the reduction of Acca, the 
king of England marched, with his army, to 
besiege Askalon ; and the sultan, finding him- 
self- not in a condition to make head against the 
king, who had already taken some Gi lus strong 
towns, and obliged him to dismantle otiiers, be- 
gan senously to think of peace, which was at 
'length concluded between them. 
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The suHaii) having now no further ocoimit 
for his troops^ whom he amply rewarded with 
lands and possessions, for the fatigue they had 
sustained in his service, disbanded those that 
had been sent into quarters of cantonment, and 
^rmitted them to occupy the lands that had been 
assigned them. Receiving advice that the Eng- 
lish fleet, having king Richard on board, had sail- 
ed for Europe, he proposed to viat all the mari« 
Hme* forces, and then repair to Damascus* 
Scarcely, however, had he arrived at that city, 
when he was attacked by a bilious fever, which^ 
1r a few days, carried him ofL From the 
^gmning of hb iflness, the sultan had been at- 
tended by some religious sheik <h* other, who 
was employed in reading portions of the Koran 
to him ; but laafar, the iman of the tem;^, fiei^ 
motts foi* his sanctity, who was-caHed in to assist 
Ham in fan last moments, coming to a passage oi 
the Koran, in which the divine unity and omni* 
•dence were asserted, the prince, v^o was then 
at the point of departure, suddenly started up 
and said, ^ This is most true.'* He died a little 
after the morning prayer was ended, and no soon- 
er wa»the meridiaoi service over, than the corpse 
was prepared for interment. Prodigious num- 
ber^ of people crowded into the castle, to pray 
for the repose of his soul ; and a little before 
evening prayer, the same day, he was buried in 
tise place wha*e he died* 

This great conqueror was, at the time of his 
death, about fifty-seven years of age ; he passed 
for one of the best and bravest princes, whose 
actions have been transmitted to posterity by tibe 
Mohammedan writers. As a demonstration of 
his jiberality^ he gave away to his sokUers and 
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ofikers no less than twelve thousand hora^ 
whilst he lay in camp in the plains of Acca, besides 
refunding the money expended on others that 
were wounded in battle ; and only one dinar, and 
forty-seven dirhems, were found in the treasury 
after his decease. We are told, that he was like- 
wise a most religious prince ; that he observed 
all the stated times of devotion, though he never 
prayed alone, but always either in the mosque 
or the camp. When he had any enterprise in 
view, before he entered upon it, he constantly 
implored the divine assistance and protection. 
He has, however, been blamed for giving no 
preference to one day above another* To give 
some sort of idea of his patience, and conni- 
vance at the offences of the peo^de about him, it 
may be remarked, that once a Mameluke throw- 
ing a shoe at another, that had almost struck ■ 
the sultan, he turned his face anodier way, that 
he might not be oUiged to reprdiend the' of- 
fender. On another occasion, when he had 
called five times for water, and was still ne» 
glected by his attendants, he only said, " O my 
friends and companbns, I am ahnost dead with 
thirst." He is said to have erected and endowed 
colleges and hospitals, and to have built cara- 
vansaries for the reception of strangers and tra- 
vellers, and mosques in the prmcipal cities of 
his dominions. He generally appeared in a 
woolen vest, and was extremely temperate, or 
rather abstemious in his diet. He had an utter 
aversion to -the professors of every religion, and, 
indeed, of every sect of Mohammedism, ex- 
cept that to which he himself was attached. He 
held philosophers, poets, and other men of let- 
ters, in contempt, but he was an encourager of 
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iDg^ciansy metl^ysicians, and divines. This 
ciispotttion ^deared him to the bigots of his 
<3fwn sect ; one of l^honit in dq>k)ring the death 
oC his hero, made use of the following terms :-— 
*« In the M of the Sultan fell the best and 
bravest of men ; valour itself expired ; munifi- 
cence was dried up ; every ^>ecies of enmity 
and injustice gushed out in its room ; all the 
advantages and conveniencies of life were broken 
off; heaven was covered with thick clouds ; the 
age was deprived of its Ph<»nix, its only sultan ; 
3l4<rfiammedism has lost its firm support." 

Sakdinwas so much regretted by his sub- 
jectS) of an ranks and denominations, that tliere 
iivas a general mourning for him In every part 
t>f his exten»ve dominions* Al Malec, his eldest 
aon^ who succeeded him in Syria, received, for 
three days, the compHments of condolence in the 
palace, and then sent advice of his fether's de- 
-cease to his elder brothers, who were in Egypt 
and Aleppo. Al Malec, to whom the principal 
officers of the court had taken the oath of alle- 
giance, as his fether's successor, a day or two 
behrc the sultan expired, forbade the poets to 
repeat any verses, and the orators and preachers 
to exercise their eloquence on this melancholy 
occasion ; but his younger brothers, who wer« 
then with him, rent the air with their cries and 
lamentations. A division was made of the most 
considerable provinces and cities of his empire 
among the princes of his family, and the chief 
<x>mmanders of his troops were amply re- 
warded. 

Thus we see that the reign of Al Naser is 
chiefly celebrated for the exploits of Saladin, 
and also for the part which was taken in the 
T 2 
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most enthu^stic war which distinguished the' 
Grusades* It is likewise remarkable for the 
irruptions of the Moguls into the Mohammedan 
dominions, whidi prepared the way for the con- 
quests of the renowned Jenghis Khan* The 
599th year of the Hegira may be given as the 
date to thejcommencementof the empire of the 
Moguls under this prince. He had from his 
childhood been engaged in the service of Ung 
or Wang ; styled by Arab writers king John, 
but by European traveUers he is called Prester 
John* Having distinguished himself on several 
occasions s^inst that prince's enemies, he ex- 
cited the envy of his principal courtiers ; some 
of whom calumniated him to his sovereign, who, 
at their instigation, resolved to throw him into 
irons : of which design, being apprised by two 
boys, or slaves, he left his tents standing empty, 
and posted a body of ti'oops in ambuscade, to- 
wards the middle of the night, at a small dis- 
tance from them ; which, with Jenghis Khan at 
their head, rushing out upon a party of the 
king's soldiers, the next morning entered : they 
abandoned their "tents without opposition, and 
put the rest to flight. This action happened 
near a well or fountain caHed Balciva. Several 
battles wei'e afterwards fought between them, 
which proved fatal to the king, and he and his 
whole family wei'e carried into captivity by the 
conqueror. The two slaves, to whom he owed 
his preservation, he honoured in a very particu- 
lar manner. He enacted a law in their favour, 
the benefits of which were to extend to their 
latest posterity ; by which tliey, as well as their 
descendants, were exempted from all taxes ; 
permitted to enjoy all the plunder they sho\ild 
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Acquire in the war, without being obliged to 
resign any part of it to the Khan ; and allowed 
to ai^)ear before him without asking leave : and 
Tendered incapable of being pupished witli death 
even for capital crimes. The chief of those who 
had adhered to him he made general officers, 
and principal lords of his court. As a parti- 
cular tribe of the Moguls, named Aviratheans, 
had exerted themselves more than any others of 
that nation in his favour, he permitted their 
leading men to contract a perpetual aUiaiice, by 
intermarriages *with his own family. In the 
mean time, a certain Mogul khan, or emir, cal- 
led Tubt Taneri, who had spent several days in 
traversing deserts and mountains, barefoot and 
naked, in the middle of winter, returned to the 
victor's camp ; protesting, that God had de- 
clared to him, " I have given the whole earth 
to Tamujin and his posterity, and have named 
him Jenghis Khan." In consequence of which 
declaration it was, that he assumed the name of 
Jenghis Khan ; and great crowds of people 
joined him from all quarters. Being now ar- 
rived to a superior degree of power, he dis- 
patched messengers to all the Turkish tribes, 
requiring their submission, and an immediate 
recognition of his authority. Those who paid a 
proper regard to this requisition he treated as 
friends, and the others in a different manner.. 
The four sons, whom he had by the most noble 
of his wives, he appointed to preside over the 
afiairs of his empire ; assigning to each of them 
a particular department for this purpose. The 
eldest had the management and direction of 
every thing relative to hunting, which the Mo- 
guls hold in the highest esteem, committed to 
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his care* On the second of these sons waa < 
ferred the province of supeiinteztding the du^ 
execution of the laws^ and aQ judicisd matters^ 
The third he placed at the head of admimstra- 
tfon^ and the fourth he constituted gencndissimo 
of his forces* 

About tliis time the Franks or Ladns took 
Constantinople from the Greeks, after they had 
continued the siege of that city for some time* 
It is said, upon very respectable authocity, that 
thirty thousand Fi^anks were ^labled, by the 
great extent of that capital, to live in it con- 
cealed, whOy when their brethren made a gene- 
ral assault, set the town on fire ; by which aboot 
a fourth part of it was consumed. " The Greeks," 
adds he, ^< being, by this accident, employed 
within the walls in extinguishing die flames^ the 
Franks, without diiHcutty, entered the place^ 
alid slaughtered the miserali^e mhabitants for 
three days together j putting to the sword even 
the bishops, monks, and priests, who came io 
procession from the church of Saint Sophia,^ to 
implore, with crosses and the gospels in their 
hands." After which massacre, they plundered 
the church, and proceeded to the election of 
Baldin, earl of Flanders, who was placed on the 
Greek imperial throne, and to the division of the 
territories of the Greeks among the princes ci 
the crusade; 

Three merchants of Great Bukharia, carrying 
a quantity of rich ^Iks, and other valuable com-, 
modities, into the territories of the Moguls, one 
of them, named Ahmed, demanded two hun- 
dred and twenty-five dinars for every piece of 
embroidered cloth, which did not cost him above 
ten, or at most, twenty dinars. This exorbitant 
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<l^TDand so incensed Jen^his Khan, that he said, 
** This fool seems to imagine that we never 
mskyr any fine doths before he arrived among 
^is." He then Ordered the master of the ward- 
TX)be to shew him some sumptuous robes sent 
liim as presents, and commanded Ahmed to be 
imprisoned, for setting so extravagant a price 
^pon his goods. He then sent for the other two 
merchants, and asked them how they sold their 
goods ? They replied, " they came not thither 
to sell, but to present them to his majesty, as a 
mark of their most profound veneration, and 
attachment to his person." This moderation 
pleasing Jenghis Khan, he ordered a purse of 
gold to be paid them for every piece of embroi- 
dered cloth J and, when they returned home, he 
dispatched several officers of the household, at- 
tended by a hundred and fifty Mogul merchants, 
with orders to buy up every thing valuable 
which could be of use to his empire. Some of 
diese Mogul merchants were Christians, others 
Pagans, and others Mohammedans ; and, that 
they might meet with a more favourable recep- 
tion from the governors of Mohammed Khowa- 
r9xm Shah, they were accompanied by a Mogul 
ambassador from Jenghis Khan to that prince. 
TWs minister carried presents to Sultan Moham- 
med, and letters of recommendation, importing, 
that Jenghis Khan desired nothing more than to 
enter into a new alliance with him for commer- 
cial purposes, and to perpetuate that union and 
friendship which then so happily subsisted be- 
tween the two sovereigns. The Mogul mer- 
chants and ambassadors were, however, no 
sooner arrived, than they were basely massacred, 
and all their effects confiscated. The relation 
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of thb barbarous actifm so afifected Jea^a^m 
Khan, &at he could not sleep till he had formed^ 
a proper plan of action ag^nst the shah of KIion* 
warazm* He &ated and prayed to AlmightjF 
God three days and nights, without inter* 
mission, on the top of a hill, with ids heed un- 
covered, imploring the divine assistance m a 
most fervent and suppliant manner, against so 
&ithless and perfidious a {»ince« The third 
night, a monk, clothed in black, with a staff in 
bis hand, appeared to him in a dream, and pro- 
mised him success in all his undertakings. He 
communicated the omen to his wife, who assutw 
ed him that the monk, whom he had seen, was 9 
bishop, who sometimes used to visit her fiither^ 
and give him his benedictions* Whereupoft 
Jenghis Khan ordered the bishop to be sent t» 
him, whose fiice he could not recollect, thought 
tiie habit was the same with that of the mcmk 
whom he had seen in his dream. The bishop 
told his majesty, that the person seen by hin» 
was undoubtedly one of the Christian saints* 
From this time the conqueror was always kind* 
to Christians ; entertsdned a good opinimi o£ 
them ; and treated them with particular madts 
of affection and esteem* 

In^the 614th year of the Hegira, Khowarazm 
Shah, after the reduction of Gazna, having found 
among the archives of the dty the original pa-' 
tent of iiwestiture sent by the caliph Al Naser^ 
to the prince of that city, was so incensed s^;ainst 
the Mohammedan pontiff, that he formed a de- 
wgn to depose him. For this purpose, he con^ 
voked a general assembly of all the imans and 
principal doctors of Mohammedism in his domi- 
nicHis, who unaiumously declared, that the c^- 
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fihate belonged to the descendants of Hosein ; 
^hat the house of Al Abbas had, for a long time, 
usurped the supreme authority at Bagdad ; and 
diat the members of that house had rendered 
tiiemselves unworthy of the high dignity they 
had enjoyed^ by the many violations of the Mo«> 
liamxnedan peace of which they had been guilty^ 
and the frequent wars they had unjustly excited, 
among the faithful. They had therefore de- 
pose^ Al Naser, and elected Al Termedi in hit 
room. The caliph endeavoured to put the city 
ifi Bagdad in a posture of defence, ima^ning 
Uiat he should soon be obliged to sustain a siege, 
as he was not able to make head against the sul* 
tan's numerous army, which now began to draw 
near. In the mean time, happily for the caliph, 
so deep a snow fell in the narrow passages of 
die mountains, as had never before been known 
in the memory of man. Those defiles being 
tiius shut up, the ELhowarazmian army could 
neither advance nor retreat; insomuch, that 
the greatest part of it perished miserably : and 
^e sultan himself, after having been in the most 
imminent danger, was obliged to return home, 
and leave all his equipage in the middle of the 
snow. This misfortune, however, did not in- 
duce him to lay aside his design ; on the ccMitra- 
ry, he was determined to carry it into execution 
at a more favourable season : but he was con- 
strained to drop all thoughts of undertaking an- 
other expedition to Bi^ad, by the dreadfd ir- 
Tupdon of the Moguls into the territories of 
Khowarazm, under the conduct of Jenghis Khan, 
who was, at a future time, assisted by the ca- 
liph Al Naser. 

The persecution of the Christians and Jews 
still continued in Egypt, large sums of money 
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bttng^^ levied on them, in order to cany on the 
war against the Franks. As com i¥as likewise 
exceedingly dear, they found themselves so 
grievously oppressed, that a considerable num- 
ber undertook, for sustenance, the most servile 
offices ; many of them destroyed themselves in 
despair, and not a few turned Mohammedans* 
The merchants were not only deprived of the 
com and provisions they had laid up for their 
own use, but their houses were plundered Jby the 
soldiery. These licentious proceedings continu- 
ed till a peace was concluded between the Mo- 
hammedans and the Franks, which happened 
the following year. Jenghis Khan, with his ar* 
-my of Moguls, besieged the city of Bokhara, 
then defended by a garrison of twenty thousand 
men, reduced it, and afterwards laid it in ashes. 
He likewise sent a detachment of thirty thou* 
^and men to pursue Sultan Mohammed, who 
had fled, by way of the Amu, to the country of 
Termed, aisd pushed on his conquests in that 
prince's territories with surprising rapidity. 

Having passed the Jihun, wi^ his numerous 
forces, Jenghis Khan advanced to the city of 
Balkh. The principal inhabitants were no sooner 
informed of their approach, than they hastened 
to meet him, with many valuable presents, and 
all kinds of refreshments for his troops;. not- 
withstanding which, he craelly massacred them 
all, on account of their attachment to the son 
of Mohammed Khowarazm Shah. From Balkh, 
he marched to Talakan, possessed himself of 
that fortress, slew most of the garrison, and 
carried the remainder into captivity. He then 
advanced to Al Bamiyan, formed a siege of 
that place, and, at last, took it by storm. As 
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liis fiiVoorite grandsoB was killed with an arrow 
dftring the siege, which was extremely obstinate^ 
be put to the sword all the people he found in 
the town, without distinction of rank or sex* He 
did not spare so much as the cattle or beasts of 
burden belonging to the place ; unborn infants he 
tore from their mothers, and, with savage fury, 
cut them to pieces : after which barbarities, he 
entirely destroyed the city, and laid waste the 
^rrounding territories. About this time, the 
caliph, AlNaser, died at Bagdad, in the 70th 
.year of his age. He is said to have amassed vast 
riches, which he expended in his pleasures, though 
he laid out considerable sums in building. He 
was the first prince who appropriated to himself 
the succession of all the foreign merchants that 
died in his dominions. Learning was little 
esteemed by him, and its {)osse8sors shared no 
part of his donations. He reigned 47 years, 
almost the whole of which he spent in a state of 
inactivity.. Although this sort of supineness be 
unfavo^irable to a monarch's glory, yet it certainly 
is preferable to the ostentatious successes of am- 
bition, in general, too dearly bought by the na- 
tions who covet them. 

The caliph Al Naser's decease was no sooner 
kno%vn, than his son, Al Dhaher, was saluted ca- 
liph. The old caliph, in his life-time, had caused 
him to be acknowledged heir-apparent of the 
crown of Bagdad, and to be prayed for as such 
in the mosques throughout all the provinces un- 
der his jurisdiction ; but finding him bold, va- 
liant, hasty, and of an enterprizing disposition, 
be was afterwards afraid of him, and caused him 
to be imprisoned, and cast his eyes upon his 
youngest son as the most proper to succeed him. 
Vol. X. . U 
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That prince, hotrever, ^m^ befiwe M» 1klSk0p^^ 
AlDhaherwas declared the soccessor. Upcm 
the old monarch's decease, he was itierefore takes 
out of prison, and traced upon the thnme. He 
was fifty years^ of age, when ine^ehan]ge for the 
fetters, which till then had loaded his handsy ih» 
sceptre was put into them* He is said 0a tk^ 
occasion to hare exclaimed, •* It is sarelf tod 
late to open shop towards night? I am jmiw 
id>ove fifty years old, and shall I at diis age be 
created caliph ^* He sat about nfee months upoft' 
the throne, but in that shmt time heoi^red se- 
veral of his subjects properties, of which they hod 
been forcibly dcSprived, to be restored to itkerom 
He sdso remitted an oppressire tax which had 
been lately imposed, and constructed a new and 
very large bridge over the Tigris at Bagdad J so 
that he left behind him the chsu'acter of an ex- 
cellent prince, being justly admked by alt his 
people for his love of justice, as well as for tte 
lenity and moderation with which he held the 
reins of government. 

Upon the death of Al D^mher, his son M 
Mostanser was inaugurated. As soon as the 
principal officers and chief inhabitants of fk^ 
dad had taken the oath of allegiance to him, he 
appeared in public on horsebadk. He surpassed 
all his predecessors in liberality ; and in the ad- 
ministration of justice he even exceeded bis fe- 
ther himself. He demonstrated the greatest, 
esteem and consideration for die professors of 
learning : he caused several puUic edifices tt> 
be erected, and among others a famous college, 
which was superior to any building of the kind ' 
throughout the Mussulman empire, both for the 
beauty and extent of the edifice, the number of ^ 
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it ccntained, and the ample revenues 
sttsigDed k by its fiwBider* He instituted fimr 
pfjefesaorsiicpS) ope for each sect 6[ Mohamme- 
dmx^ Tfavee laindred pupUs were r^^arlj 
tsog^it, fed) and clothed^ aiod there were likewise 
9,'^jtadaxk and ia apothecary at fixed salaries. 
.By* means of a gallery communicating with his 
pal arc J Mostanser frequently attended the leo 
tas«s, «&d heard fiom behind the Minds the ks- 
^etts 4»f the doct<Mrs. . He mmeover kq>t a num* 
Iber of pi^blic tabtes, extreme^ well served, dur* 
w^ ^be Mf^t of die month ^ Ramadan, when 
- Mwasntoim are allowed to eat and drink after 
'lineatMi^enoeof ^day. As a farther instance 
<i€ this prince's uaiMNinded liberality, beii^ one 
day on 4»e highest gattery of his palace, he saw 
§mxk thence many temces belonging to the 
tettses of the .city ad(M»ed with difiemt Idnda 
«€lialaits;«^on which he adied bis visir, whatwas 
tbe meaning of this appearance ^ The vish* re- 
p&ed, the jnbabiNints^ ^ Bagdad had washed 
ttietr xioathsy and placed them there to be dried 
by tfaesun,.oaa60Qiintof tbe approach of one of 
tbmt annual feasts* Al Mostanser immediately 
aaunrerod, ^ I did not think that die inhabitants 
mi fiag^d had been so poorv that they were 
§oapeed to vrash their garments for want of new 
««es to oelebrale their ^feast in/' At tbe same 
time he. ^irdered a great sum of money to be 
c«»jvexted intb cross^w bullets, which he shot 
from the gallery of his palace upon all the^ ter* 
races of the city, where he had seen the habits 
exposed to the sun* In consequence of this li- 
beral flpirit, lie in less than twenty years dis^ 
tributed among the people the immense tresr 
sures whidb his predecessors had amassed dur* 
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ing the space of five hundrcdi On visiting^ hf« 
treasury one day he found a cistern full of gold 
and silver. " God grant," exclaimed he, *• l*iat 
! may live long enough to expend all this V* to 
which a courtier who accompanied him repfied, 
*' I heard your grandfether, the caliph Naser, 
spealdng of this same cistern when it wanted 
twelve feet of being full, say, God grant I may 
live long enough to fill it," Whether his intend 
tion of accumulating was to answer any laudable 
object is unknown ; but Mostanser lavished it 
always in a princely manner, in distributing im- 
mense sums to the poor, and in repairing tfie 
public schools, mosques, roads,' and hospitals^ 
during a reign of near seventeen years* 

In the 625th year of die Hegira, Jerusidem) 
and several other places in the maritime prat of 
Syria, were ceded to the Franks. This cession 
was only made upon condition that the M(^am- 
medaiis should- he admitted into certain tem^ 
pies ; that the city shonid T«maip disraanded'; 
and that the court of ju<ticature in th€ fbitnil 
should be under the direction of a Mohamme- 
dan governor. The Franks hkd received such 
large sums of money md supplies of men from 
Europe, that nothing cofuld withstand their 
force. In the course of this year Khowanuoa 
Shah undertook the conquest of Georgia or 
Gurjestans. * But the king of > that country, who 
found himself in a condition to sustain the war, 
took the field with an army much more formi* 
dable than that of the Shah's. The. latter of 
these princes, in order the better to reconnoitre 
the enemy, posted ■ himself on a height from 
whence he could discover the position of their 
whole campk Perceiving that their van was 
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fiirmed ^ KhoaanS) a people situated on tiie 
ttorthem coast of the CasfHan sea, who still re^ 
tallied a grateful sense of the £iivoiir he had 
^done them, when he procured them a pardon 
fiom his &ther, ater they had rebelled against 
iui&9 ^ rssobed to attempt to detach them 
&CMB thetr allf* Sor this pwpose he sent them 
bread and salt, in older to put them m mind of 
the good office he had done them, and the alli- 
ance he had contracted with them. This pre- 
mcikt produced ^e desired effect, for the Kho- 
CMTs, ashttned of being ^ignged m a war against 
tbeirlyenefictor, abandoned the Georjpans, and 
immediately^ retiumed home. After their de- 
parture, the suhui gave the king^ Geor^a to 
wdefstand, that, notwithstanding the defection 
vf the Khooats, he uNmld grant him « cessimi 
<i£ arms for one day, to treat ei an accommo- 
dation. During tlus shcHt intervid, m which se- 
T^ral feats of arms were performed, Khowa- 
tazm Shah di^aoonted successively a valiant 
Georgian, and three oi hb sons, and afterwards 
killed in single combat another of the same na- 
tion, of a gigantk size and strength ; a sight 
which struck the Georgian army with terror. 
The s^tan, taking advantage of the panic into 
which the enemy were thrown, fell upon them 
^th such bravery^ that he gained a complete 
victory, and reduced to obedience the whole 
kingdcnn* of Gurjestan without striking another 
strcrice. However, having entered TeBis, the 
d^itol of that kingdom, he received advice that 
Bon^, governor of the province of Kerman, 
4fid not obey his orders. He therefore took a 
resolution to march directly against him with 
i^uee hundred horse f hoping by this step to be 
U 2 
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able to chastise iiim for his ^sobedieDce befin^e 
k brc^ out into open rebellion, and before lie 
had put himself in a proper posture of defence* 
Having accordingly left Teffis, he readied that 
province with his dstadiment, before Borak was 
apprized of hi» dqmrtore, surprised the dka^ 
focted go^mor before he was iaa conditioo to 
oppose him, and inflicted upon him the puoish- 
ment due to his ten||nty and presumption* At tht» 
period the authoii^Ji^f Oktay Khan was unani^ 
mously recQgni^ $^ a general assembly of the 
great Icmls and piinees of that natbn* Soodl 
after Khowarazm rdvired to the province of 
Diyar Beer, where m gave himself up entirely^ 
to wine, gaming, aijit all kinds of pleasures*. 
Whilst he was immefsed in this course o£ life,^ 
his troops were route<|-by the Mogul's, and at 
length he himsdf was 'obliged to fly from the 
enemy, who nevertlidcss came up with, him, 
and taking him and his^^ervants to be commoa 
soldiers, they put them«all to the sword for the 
sake of their horses, clothes, and arms* With 
r^ard to Kbowarazm's'^randeur and magnifi- 
cence, it may not be amiss to observe, that the 
march of Alexander die Great was bes^ otk 
twenty-seven drums, set with jewels, before him, 
at the rising and setting of the sun* The day 
on which this pompous ceremony commenced, 
twenty-seven sovereign princes beat the march 
at his palace* All his utensils were alsd covered 
with precious stones. His brothers had likewise 
marches beat on five drums each, in iionour of 
them, constantly at the stated times of public 
prayer. That this prince was a general of in- 
vincible courage appears from his many ex-^ 
ploits. 
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In the 6d1Kh year oi the He^Ta, Al Malec^ 
tiie Mheb of Egypt, receiyed the ambassadors 
<^ Ae empeKHT Frederic the Seccmd, in Syria, 
wiiere that monarch himself arrived ; by whose 
mtervention a: treaty of peace was conchided be- 
tween the Christians and Mohammedans. By 
irirtoe of which treaty, Jerusalem, though en- 
tire demolished, except the church of the re* 
surrectioD, and a few buildings adjcMning to it, 
with the territory appertaining to it, Bethlem 
Lydda, Al Ramla, luid the whole track extend- 
ing as &r as Yafia, and Acca, were ceded to the 
finnner* At this period Oktay, the grand Khan 
of the Moguls, reduced to great distress the em- 
peror of the Kin, Mid enter^ into a negociatton, 
which terminated in a treaty with the Strong 
Emperor, then reigning in the southern parts of 
China. 

At this time Al Malec permitted both Jews 
and Christians in Egypt to ride upon horses and 
mules ; to adorn, repair, and even build as many 
churches and s3magogues as they pleased; to 
have aU their disputes determined in a judicial 
way, by magistrates professing the same faith ; 
and to enjoy the free exercise of their respective 
religions, and all the other privileges they could 
desire, in their utmost extent. One of the Egyp- 
tian emirs, having visited the monastery of the 
valley of Habib, the Monks of which had been 
wrongfully accused by a renegado, formerly a 
member of their convent, of defrauding the sul- 
tan of the tribute due to him, that emir caused 
those, religious devotees to be whipped, and tor- 
tured m a most cruel manner, withiaut making 
the least enquiry into the affiair, and extorted 
from them no less than six hundred dinars. Al 
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Mike, however, ^aifipfoviiig of this ink^tous 
oonduct, would nok receive the monef when it 
was brought by the emir, but ordered hiBx to re<» 
store it to the monies, who had beeu so unjustljr 
deprived <^ it a nor would the same just ptrince 
take a sum of money offered him as a bnbe bjr 
the fiienda of one Dawd, an Egfpttan prieat^ to 
prevail upon Mm to oommand the JacobitcB to 
^ect him their patriarch. He also refused aa 
equal sum wlien brought him, on the same sk^ 
eount, by the adherents of another person, who 
then aqured at the Jacobite patriarchate of Alex- 
andria* He declared his intention never to can« 
cem hims^f in the ordination and election of m 
Jacobite patriarch, but to leave that matter en* 
tbelf to those to whom it propafy belonged^ 
lecommenchng to them, in the strongest termsy 
peace and unity. But neither the favounibie dis- 
position nor salutary advice of the sultan could 
inspire the Jacobites (who were rent by putics 
and divisions) with more moderate sentimente^ 
nor induce th«n to concur, amicably, in their 
election of a new patriarch ; though Al Malec 
had given his consent, in comptiance with their 
request, that a deaoon in the chufch might be 
their patriarch, if unanimously elected* The 
Mc^ul arms being now employed against the 
emperor of i^ Kin, the Mohammedan provin*> 
oes bordering upon the Grand Khan's frontiers 
enjoyed some repose* 

In the 633d year of the Hegira, the Tartars 
overran the district of Arbel, and penetrated ki- 
Co that of Nineveh : upon which, the inhabitants 
redred into their church, where they were sur- 
rounded by the Moguls, two of whose principal 
ofi&cers posted themselves at the doors on each 
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iSdtj and invited the people to return to Acir 
respective habitations. Notwithstanding which^ 
1^ those that went out of one of the doors were 
pat to the sword, whiht those who passed out of 
tiie others were unmolested. The reason of this 
extraordinary &ct wad never known. About the 
same time,' a number of 3roung men^ in the dis-^ 
tricts near the chief monasteries in Egypt, put 
on the monastic habit, in order to avoid paying 
die usual Uixes. This fraud being discovered^ 
^e collectors of the tribute treated the monks 
diemselves with extreme severity ; and, to pre- 
vent such impositions for the future, an edict 
Was also issued by the sultan, confin^g the pri« 
i41eges of monks to those who were regularly 
received and registered as such. This year^ 
David, or Dawd, was elected patriarch of the 
lacobites at Alexandria. He had, ever since 
the death of John, the last patriarch, aspired to 
that dignity, and at last, by the influence of 
bribery^ he obtained the office. In conformity 
tD a custom which then prevailed, a monk, on 
bemg vested with the supreme ecclesiastical au- 
thority, assumed the surname of Cyril. Da- 
^, at his decease, left behind him a most infa- 
mous character. 

Mostanser, the caliph of Bagdad, died, after 
he had nearly competed the seventeenth year 
of his reign ; he was prudent, just, munificent) 
and an encourager of learned men, and distri* 
bated great sums of money among the poor. 
He caused his portrait to be impressed on som^ 
of his coins, contrary to the custom of the earlier 
caHj^s. He lived a pious sund a' good life, and 
the college, which he erected on the eastern 
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bulk of the Tigris, ismeirtioiiedttiainiQiiiii»6ii« 
of his excellent ^spo^tioii. 
. -. The same day ^at hi MoBtaBs^r ex* 
1242.* p«etdy his son At Moslasem was mmgu* 
rated at Bagdad. He was attached to 
his pleasures; fondof ijirds, and entmly WEideF 
the dominion of women. He was also deficient 
ki point of judgment; had Btde firmness o£ 
mind, and alto^ther neglected the affairs o£ 
government. Wlien he was toldthait he ongiit 
cither to pacify the TaMrs, by- svbmittiiig to 
Ihem, or to meet them^iith an army in Khmi-» 
san, and not suffer them to make themselves 
masters af« tlie prarince of Irak, he r^ilied^ 
■^ Bagdad is sufficient ^ me ; the Tartars will 
ttot envy me that city, with its distiict, if I cede 
to them aH the other provinces, nor will the]r 
attack me there, as it is my rejudenoe." . He 
was revered as the only lawful caliph andtmanit 
and sole sovereign pontiff of the Mussuhnen« 
Though some princes in Africa and Spain had 
assumed the title of caliph, yet this was oi^ 
done with regard to ^dr 0wn immediate sidi>« 
jectB. The wliole bo&f of the eastern MctoRi« 
medass, as well as those of Egypt, acknow« 
ledged him alone as rightful successor of Mo« 
hammed. Heisssdd to have been the richest, 
Ihe mostpowerlid, the most respected, and, at 
the same time, die most unfortunate prince of 
Ihb race. 

It has been remuired that the later odiphs 
thought only (^ securing their ease and pleasnre ; 
they delegated the alRurs of govemmait to theit 
viairs and generals, who, rarely accountable for 
their c(»iduct, fi^e^nendy, in a short time, be» 
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iikmrnnBtten* Tkeae degenerate emperors 
heacdy horn the kuDOst rcccttes of their palacei» 
the ^slaiit roariogB of their enemies thunder- 
ed agdnst their fitntaera, still fktteriiig them* 
sebesthat it mvuld nerer reach them. The 
fate caiiphf however^ emf^oyed some precaii* 
tiGiis against the bonks iHuch threatened them; 
he IbrtSfted the walls (^Bagdad, and shewed an 
indinatioii to repel die fiDe. At that period Bag- 
dad was the richest city m the uniTerse* Hit- 
hkay general of a Tartan army, hfiving march- 
ed his troops through e^ery part of Persia and 
Babyloii which promised any plnndery hovered 
roond diat devoted city like a hunter round hb 
prey. It i^ppears tiiat he had intelligence from 
within. Mostasem was betrayed by his own 
vishv in whom he placed an unbounded confi- 
dence ; but tills perfidious minister had sworn 
he would effect his master's ruin, because the 
prkice was averse to the sect professed by 
the visir. The caHph was covetous and vain ; 
and the vi^, knowing his foiUe, advised him 
to disband bis armies, und«r the {netence of their 
being useless, at a time when he was reverenced 
and beloved by all kingsand princes attached to 
the Mdiammedan fidth. These Macious hopea^ 
which Mostasem sulfered to blind his judgment, 
iad not stc^ tlie progress of Hulaku* The chief 
nobles wait in a body to the caliph, and strongly 
urged him to quit his wives, his eunuchs, hn 
t»^, and, in short, his beloved inddence, and 
seriously consider the state of afl^rs. In con-, 
sequence of these rq>resentations, he detensuned 
toassemUe his army ; but the tcaitor prevailed 
upon him to abandon the project. '^ ^]^se,'' 
said he, ^ that the Tartars and Moguls shouH 
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enter ^e city, the women and children <Haly 
would be able to dafth out their brains iw^ith 
stones from the terraces c^ their Iwuses." AX 
length, necessity compelled him to attempt a re- 
gular defence* The emperor raised troops> and 
entrusted them to the command of the same trai- 
torous visir. The greater part of them were 
drowned in the waters of the Euphrates, which 
Hulaku caused to overflow their camp, and tke 
general escaped almost alone* These tidings 
being carried to the caliph, he exclaimed, ^^God 
be praised I the visir is safe." This unhappy- 
prince clung to these delusive hopes till the Tar- 
tars, after several assaults, made themselves 
masters of the city* On their entering, the ca- 
liph presented himself with the vases, contain- 
ing diamonds and jewellery of inesdmabie vahie^ 
amassed by his ancestors for a long period of 
years* Hulaku immediately distributed them 
among the principal officers of his army* There 
never had been a caliph so ostentatious as Moa* 
tasem : his pride wasiexcessive* Scarcely could 
the chiefs of the Mussulman princes even gain 
access to him ; and when, at length, they were 
admitted, he affected a luxury and magnifieence 
unequalled by any of his predecessors* When he 
appeared in public, he usually wore a veil, ^ 
more effectually to attract the respect of the 
people, whom he considered as unworthy to look 
at him. On those occasions, the muldtude was 
so great, that tiie squares and streets were too 
narrow to contain them, and the windows and 
balconies were hired atan exorbitant price to see 
him pass. — Through those same sti'eets, exposed 
to the view of the same populace, who, no dcwbt, 
hastened to behold this di^adful spectacle, dicl 
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<fte cnidl Tartar drag the wretched cafif^ coo* 
&ed m a leather ^M^k, in which state he expired* 
1^ is said to have inflicted on him this humiliat- 
ng and barbarous tyranny as a pumshment for 
%ra pride. Several of his sons were slain in the 
assault) in which he had never once shewn him^- 
self; ^e rest were presented to the conqueror, 
logetiier with his wiveS) to tiie number of seven 
hundred, ai^d three hundred eunuchs employed 
fa their service : their des^y is unknown. Bag" 
dad was given up to be {nllaged during seven 
di^s, and in it the troops found immense trea- 
sures** Thus fell tiie last of the caliphs, at the 
age of forty-dix, after a reign of sixteen years. 

Mostasem had no proper successor ; for Bibas 
' the Simrdi, sultan of the Turkish Mamelukes in 
Egypt, acknowledged, for caliph, Al Monstan- 
ser ; who pretended to be a member of that house 
three years after the &tal catastrophe ; but his 
audu>nty was not recognized by the most consi- 
derable part of the Mohammedan world. The 
author of tiie book entitled " Wassaf " relates, 
that thid caliph had caused a stone to be placed 
at the threshold of the door of his palace, which 
was as much respected by the Mussulmen as the 
&mous black stone of the temple of Mecca. 
Over the door there was a piece of black velvet, 
which hung as low as a man could reach. When 
the prmcipal lords made their court to the caliph, 
they stood without the palace, to which they 
rendered almost divine honours, by rubbing 
their eyts and forehead upon the velvet and the 
stone, kissing them with profound humility. 

During this reign, Jerusalem, Askelon, and 
Tiberias, were ceded by the saheb of Damascus 
to the Franks, in order to procure their assist- 

VoL. X. X 
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ance agsdnst the saheb of Egypt* It may aoe 
be imprpper to observe, that the patriarch 03^-- 
ril's enemies, who had pursued him with so mucb 
violeDce whilst alive, did not desist aiter his 
death. Some of them signified to the suJtaxi 
that he had amassed vast sums of money in an 
unlawful manner, which ought to be confiscated* 
Upon which Al Malec ordered Cyril's palace to 
be sealed up, and afterwards seized upon everjr 
thing valuable that it contained, whether the 
property of the patriarch, or belonging to the 
churches over which he presided. His two ne- 
phews were sent to prison, and put to the torture, 
to force them to discover where the rest of his 
treasure was hidden. Two purses, one contain- 
ing a thousand dinars in gold, and the other the 
same sum in silver, in consequence of that dis- 
covery, were dug up and carried to the sultan, 
as were also many costly garments ; more plate 
and tapestry, of great price, all which were pub- 
licly sold, and the money apf^ied to th& sultan's 
use ; so that there scarcely remained, of this pa- 
triarch's ilUacquired substance, enough to bury 
him. 

Within the same period, Louis the Ninth, 
king , of France, called Saint Louis by the 
French writers, landed with a formidable army 
at Acca ; and, after he had refi^shed his troops, 
set sail for Damietta, in Egypt, which the gar- 
rison abandoned at his approach. The news of 
this misfortune reached the ears of Al Malek, 
the saheb of Egypt, while he was in his camp be- 
fore Hems, upon which he immediately raised 
the siege of that city, and began his march for 
Egypt ; in thecourse of which he was attacked 
by a gangrene in his thigh, which, ending in a 
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lOrtifibadon, put a period to his da3rs« How* 
&^er, his life being a short time prolonged by 
-t^e amputation of his thigh, the motives who 
liad fled from Damietta appeared before him ; 
said, after they had given an unsatis&ctory ac- 
count of their conduct, were ordered to be affix- 
ed to gibbets* Fifty-four of the emirs or officers 
who commanded the garrison of Damietta were 
hung up for their cowardice, with their cloaths 
and accoutrements just as they were brought be- 
ibre him ; and the day following he expired* 
He had reigned almost ten years at the time of 
his decease. This prince is said to have been in- 
nocent and inoffensive in his discourse, incapable 
of thii^ng intensely, but of so majestic a de- 
portment, that none of his subjects dared speak 
to him but by way of answer. 

The siege of Malatiya must not be forgotten 
in this period of history ; the inhabitants, fearing 
the Mogul general, refused to admit him and 
his trpops into the town. Having at last starved 
4hem to surrender, the lower sort of people open- 
ed the gate in the night, by which the enemy 
entered. Proclamation was then made, that both 
the Christians and Mohammedans might again 
apply themselves to their respective professions 
and calling, in which they would be protected. 
The governor, however, was imprisoned, and 
executed in a most degrading manner. A simi- 
lar punishnient was inflicted upon three emirs, 
and several leading men, who had zealously de- 
feaded the city. The famine occasioned by this 
siege was the most dreadful, and such as, per- 
haps, was never known in that part of the world. 
During tlie time of this dreadful calamity it has 
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|)een asserted, upon good authority, that a com- 
pany of women at Baldun, one of the dependen- 
cies of Malatiya, fed upon the flesh of a corpse ; 
and another woman having baked her own chikl^ 
and her neighboui*s being upon the point of pulI-» 
ing her to pieces for so execrable an action, she 
swore that she had not killed him, but only 
baked him after he was dead, imagining him 
then to be much fitter food for her than far 
worms. 

Hulaku, having committed the repsuring of the 
city of Bagdad and the fortifications to th^ late 
caliph's prefect, detached Buka Timur with a 
body of troops to Hella, to make himself mas- 
ter of that place. Buka, having executed Hu- 
laku's orders with regard to Hella, marched 
from thence to Waset, which he entered with 
his detachment, staid there a week, and put a 
multitude of people to death. Al Abbas is re- 
ported to have sworn by his Maker, that the ca- 
liphate should continue in his family till a con- 
queror should come from Khorasan ; which pre- 
diction seems to have been fiilfilled in the con- 
quest of Bagdad by Hulaku. After the Tartars 
had taken that capital, they set it on fire, and 
put a great number of its inhabitants to the 
sword. The treasures they found in it were im- 
mense ; that place, when it was pillaged by the 
Moguls, being said to have been the richest and 
most powerful city of the universe. 

Before we dismiss the history of the Arabs, it 
may not be uninteresting to the reader to give 
some account of this people in more modem 
times, taken from the most respectable autho- 
rity, by which the manners and habits of this 
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nation, at the present period, may be compared 
with what they were, as collected in the fore* 
going history, several centuries ago* 

The Arabians, like the Tartars, live mostly 
without government, without law, and almost 
without society* Theft and robbery are autho- 
rised by their chiefs. They are inured to labour, 
and accustom their horses to undergo the great* 
est &tigue, allowing them to drink but once in 
twenty-four hours* Their horses are meagre, 
but swift, and almost inde&tigable* These 
people live in extreme misery* They have nei- 
ther bread nor wine ; neither do they take the 
trouble of cultivating the ground* In the place 
of bread they use some vrild grain, which they 
mix and knead with the milk of their cattle* 
They have fiocks of camels, sheep, and* goats, 
which they conduct from place to place, till they 
find sufficient herbage for them : here they erect 
their tents, which are made of goat's hair, and 
five, with their wives and children, till the grass 
is consumed ; they then decamp, and go in quest 
of another fertile spot. Though their mode of 
living be hard, and their food extremely simple, 
the Arabs are strong ; their stature is not small) 
and they are tolerably handsome : but their skin 
is scorched with the heat of the sun ; for most 
of them go either entirely naked, or covered 
with a tattered shirt. They paint their arms, 
their lips, and the most conspicuous parts of 
their bodies, of a deep blue colour. This paint, 
which they lay on in small dots, and make it 
penetrate the flesh,, by means of a needle made 
for the purpose, can never be effaced. Some of 
them paint a small flower on their cheek, their 
forehead, or their chin, with the smoke of galls 
X 2 
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and aafioiiy which makes a fine Uack cokNO-w 
They likewise Uacken their eye4Mfows« Mo^^ 
of the women wear rings of gold and »lverv 
idbout three incl^s diameter, in their noses : they 
are bom fidr, but their complexions are ^KHkd 
by being continually exposed to the sun ; the 
youi^g^aze extremely agreeable, and smg 
perpetually. 

Such arethe wandeiing Arabs, who hove no 
fixed habitations^ but, being possessed of kffge 
flocks of she^ and herds of canxek and goatsi 
rwt from one part of tiie country to an^her^ 
Where they can find pasture and water for thdv 
cattle. These are the peoide who are frec^entlf 
dangerous to tiuyellers ; but if a traveller be 
J ib emI to them, they seldom do him any ^ury^ 
and will even invite him to partake of their y&- 
{laBts,. and are gready pkased 10 find him con* 
form to dieir custtHns. 

Those who are settled, and apply to the exUxl* 
nation of the earth, to trade, and the mechanic 
arts^ are distiiKguished for justice, ten^erance, 
and hum»!iity : they are extremely civil tto stran» 
-getm, and, though they have the highest venera- 
tion for their religion, tiiey never strive to force it 
i^n others ; so that a person may travel several 
hundred miles without any dwiger of being mo- 
lested. The Arabs who live in towns are much 
inferior in number to those who live in tents, and 
are called fiedouinsk Those who are situated 
near the coast have very frequently rendered 
liiemselves formidable ats«i : their colonic are 
red, Which they display in streamers and p<i»- 
dants at the mast head, and other parts of the 
ship, which give their fleets a gay appearance. 

Climate, government, and education, are the 
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great agents which fonn and modify the cha« 
racter of nations. To the first of these the 
Arabs owe their ^vacitf, and their disposition 
to indolence ; the second is said to increase their 
laziness, and gire tl>em a spirit of dupUcity ; 
the thiTd is the cause of a certain gra^itf , which 
mfiaences the Acuities of their muxV as weU as 
their <:arriage and exterior aspect* 

No two ^ings can differ more than the edu-» 
c&tioti of the Arabs from that of die Europeans* 
The former strive as much to hasten the age of 
n&turky as the latter to retard it. The Arabs 
are never children ; but man^i Europeans conti^ 
wa& ehildren all Uieir life. The boys, in Arabiay 
remain among the women till the age of five or 
silt, and^ during this time, they follow childish 
xmasements ; but when they are removed from 
that scene, they are accustomed to think and 
s^eak with gravity, and to pass whole days toge- 
ther in their fether's company, at least, if he be 
not in a condition to retain a preceptor. In 
ecmsequence of being always under the eyes of 
persons advanced to maturity, they become pen- 
^ve and serious even in in&ncy. 

The vivacity of the Arabians makes them 
^nd (^ company, notwithstanding their dispo* 
dtion to thoughtfulness. They frequent public 
coffee-houses, andmai^kets; and when the vil* 
lages tie. at too gi^at a distance, the country 
people meet in the open fields, some to buy or 
^11, and others to converse, cm* amuse themselves, 
as spectators of the busy scene. Artisans travel 
through the whde week from town to town, and 
work at their trade in the different markets. 

The Arabs are not quarrelsome ; but, when 
any dispute happens to arise among them, they 
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make a great deal of noise* They are soon ap- 
peased, and a reconciliadon is, at all limes, in- 
stantly efifected, if an indifferent person call upon 
the disputants to think of God and his Prophets 
The inhabitanu of the East, in general, strive 
to master their anger* A boatman, in a passion^ 
complained to the governor of the city- of a 
merchant who would not pay a freight due for 
the carriage of his goods* The governor al- 
ways put off hearing him, till some other time*. 
At length, he came and told his case coolly, and 
the governor immediately did him justice, say- 
ing, I refused to hear you before^ because you n^ere 
intoxicated with angery the most dangerous of all tn- 
toxicadons. 

Many superstitious observances respecting 
marriage still prevail in Arabia* The Arabs 
believe in the virtue of enchantment, and in the 
art of tying and untying the knots of Fate# 
The miserable victim of tfiis diabolical art ad- 
dresses some physiciaci, or old woman who is 
skilled in sorcery. Man^iage b reckoned very, 
honou^le in the East ; a woman will marry a 
poor man, or become a second wife to a man 
already married, rather than remain in a state 
of celibacy : the men are equally disposed to 
marry, because their wives, instead of being ex- 
pensive, are rather profitable to them* . Nothing 
is more uncommon in the East, than, an unmar- 
ried person, after a certain time of life*. 

Arabia affords no elegant and splendid apaii- 
ments for the admiration of the traveller- The 
houses are built of stone, and have always tet- 
race roofs* 

It was formerly the custom of the Arabians 
to pass thei^ summer nights on the tops of their 
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boi|ffb8» which were made fiat, and diTided from 
|%ch other by walls. This way of deeping, 
99flfs aa ingenious traveller, we found yery agree- 
Msj as by that means we enjoyed the cool air, 
iteve^the reach of gnats and vapours, with no 
olber covering but the canopy of heaven 5 which, 
in difierent pleasing forms, unavoidably presents 
itself upon every interruption of rest, when the 
mind is strongly disposed to contemplation and 
silence* We could no where discover more 
beauties in the face of the heavens, nor fewer on 
the earth, than in our travels, in the night, 
Uirougb the deserts of Arabia, where it is im- 
possible to avoid being struck with the contrast ; 
in which a boundless dreary waste, without 
mountain or valley, tree or water, or the least 
variety of colours, offers a tedious sameness to 
the weary traveller ; while he is agreeably re- 
fieved by beholding that cheerful, moving pic- 
ture, which measures his time, directs his course, 
and lights his way. Hence may, perhaps, be 
accounted the worship paid by the ancient Ara- 
luans to the sun, moon, and stars ; their glowing 
imaginations socm felt the transition from wild 
admiration to superstitious respect ; and the 
passions were engaged before the judgment was 
consulted. 

The houses occupied by the lower pec^le arc 
small huts, having a round roof, and covered 
with a certain heih* The poor spread their 
floors with straw mats, and the rich with fine 
carpets. No person ever enters a room, without 
first having put off his shoes. The men of every 
femily always occupy the fore part of the house, 
and the women the back part. If the apart- 
ments of the men are plain, those of the women 
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are most stu^ously set off with decoratkms«r 
One room seen by M. Niebuhr, in the house oF 
a man of i-ank, was wholly covered over witla 
mirrors ; the roof, the walls, the doors, the pil- 
lars, presented all so many looking-glasses* Tlie 
floor was set with sofas, and spread with carpet&r 
Arabians, whose circumstances do not admit oC 
their having separate apartments for the females 
of the family, are careful, whenever they carry 
a stranger into the house, to enter before him, 
and cry Tarick^ retire. Upon this notice, given 
by the master of the house, the women instantly 
disappear, and even his very best friends see not 
one of them. 

The great often have in their halls basons 
withyVr* d*eauj to cool the air ; the edges of the 
bason are coated with marble, and the rest of 
the floor is covered with rich carpets. The Ara- 
bians smoke more than the inhabitants of the 
northern provinces of Asia. A custom pecuUar 
to Arabia is, that persons of opulence and fa- 
shion carry always about with them a box, filled 
with odoriferous wood ; a piece of which they 
put info any person's pipe for whom they wish 
to express particular respect. 

The Arabians spread a large cloth in the mid- 
dle of the room, upon which they place a small 
table, only a foot high, and on the table a large 
round plate of tinned copper. Upon this ate 
set different copper dishes, neatly tinned within 
and without. They use no knives and forks, 
but are very dexterous with their fingers. The 
more eminent people eat nothing but boiled rice, 
served up in a very large wooden plate. The 
company sit down and eat, one after another, 
till the whole cont^ts of the plate are exhausted, 
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or they are satisfied* In the houses of persons 
of distinction^ several of these plates are set, one 
vq^on another, in a pyraniidi«:al form* When 
tlie masters rise, the servants sit down at the 
'Same table, and eat up what remains* In some 
liouses, a servant stands in the middle of the 
company, to set down and remove the dishes 
^^hich are brought in by other servants* Hanlly 
is a plate set down upon the table, when perhaps 
sixteen or twenty hands are all at once thrust 
into it, and it is instantly emptied of its con- 
tents. The Arabs repeat always a short prayer 
before sitting down to a meal, " In the name of 
the most merciful God." When any one has 
done eating, he rises without waiting for the 
rest, and says, " God be praised." They drink 
little while Uiey eat ; but, as they rise from ta- 
ble, after washing, they drink some cold water, 
and a cup of coffee. 

AnK>ng the higher Arabians, there is a great 
variety in the national dresses* Nothing can be 
more inccmvenient or expensive than the head- 
dress worn by Arabians of fashion* They wear 
fifteen caps, one over another ; some of which 
are of linen, but the rest of thick cloth, or cot- 
ton* That which covers the rest is usually rich- 
ly embroidered with gold. Over these caps they 
wrap a large jnece of muslin, ornamented at 
the ends, which flow toose upon the shoulders, 
with silk or gold«i fringes* They wear a piece 
of fine linen upon the shoulder, which is pecu- 
liar to the Arabi£U)s, and which was probably in- 
tended to shelter the wearer from the sun and 
rain, but is now merely ornamental* 

The common class of Arabs wear only two 
caps ; some have drawers, and a shirt ; but the 
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greater nun^r have only a i»ece of tineR mbfHiZ 
thdr loins, and a i»ece of ck>th upon the slioal^ 
dere : in <kher respects, they are naked, havingr* 
neither shoes nor stockings* In the highlands, 
where the climate is colder, the people w«ar 
sheep-skins. The scanty clothes which tbey 
wear through tiae day, are also their covering by 
night : the doth swaddled about the waist serves 
for a mattress, and the linen garment worn about 
the loins, is a sheet, to cover the Arab while be 
sleeps. The highlanders, to secure themselves 
from insects, sleep in sacks. 

Arabia, in its AiU extent, is computed to be 
twelve or thirteen hundred miles long, and as 
many broad* It consists of three grand divisions. 
That which lies within the tropic is excesuvely 
hot, and, in many places^ unhealthy, particular- 
ly those parts that are situated on the coast of 
the Red Sea. The winds are sdso hot and suf* 
focating, and the sands extremely dangerous, 
bein^ sometimes driven by the urinds in such 
prodigious clouds, that whole caravans have 
been buried and lost by a »ngle ^orm. 

The pestilential winds ofthe East are describ- 
ed by various authors under different names ; as 
harmattan, samiel, sirocco, Sec M. de Beau- 
champ describes a remarkable south wind in the 
deserts about Bagdad, called seravansum, or 
poison-wind ; it burns the &ce, impedes pers[H- 
ra^n, strips the trees of their leaves, and is said 
to pass on in a straight line, and often kills 
people in six hours. The hot wind, or ramsin, 
seems to blow at the season when the sands of 
the desert are the hottest ; the air is then filled 
with an extremely subtle dust. These winds 
blow in all directions from the deserts. 
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The southern part of Arabia, ^tinguished 
by the name of Happy, would be con^dered as 
having little claim to that title by a stranger tra- 
Tersing its shores ; but, should such a one be 
placed in its middle regions, beneath the balm- 
dropping woods, and amidst the verdant valesy 
where the fruits of every climate court the 
taste, and the breezes of cassia refresh the senses, 
he i^ould acknowledge that the ancients very 
justly bestowed on the country that emphatical 
appellation. 

The desert part of Arabia, with equal pro- 
priety, bears that name, the soil consisting of an 
almost boundless level of sand, intersected by 
sharp and naked mountains, and the face of the 
desert, without shelter or shade, is scorched by 
the direct and intense rays of a veilical sun. 
This desolate country is never refreshed with 
rain, except sometimes at the equinoxes ; and 
the few hardy vegetables seen in the clefl of the 
barren rocks, or wildly dispersed on the sandy 
plains, are shrunk by a perpetual drought ; for 
the dews of the night are, in a manner, rendered 
insufficient for the purposes of vegetation, by 
the scorching heat of the sun during the day. 
The intense cold of the one, and the heat of the 
other, clearly accotint for the wise provision of 
Providence, in spreading over the Israelites a 
cloud to be a covering by day, and a fire to give 
light in the night season. 



-Arabia's sands 



Lonely, uncomfortable lands ! 
Void .of fountain, void of rain. 
Oppose their burning coasts in vain ! 
See ! the great Prophet stand 
Waving his wonder-working wand ! 
Vol. X. Y 
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He gtrikes the stubborn rock, and lo ! 
^ The stubborn rock fieels the Abni^hty blow. ! 

His stony entrails burst, and rushing torrents flo'w^. 
Brome's Habakkuk parapli. 

Though the land appears desolate, yet the 
surface of the Red Sea, when calm, discovers, 
in some places, such a diversity of marine vege- 
table^, that they resemble a forest under water ; 
and the traveller has the additional pleasure of 
beholding a g^at variety of fishes and shells of 
the most uncommon and beautiful kinds ; but, 
in passing over the deserts, he is annoyed by 
swarms of locusts and hornets, and is in some 
danger from serpents and vipers ; but the reptiles 
of the lizard kind, from the rich variety of their 
shapes and skins, he views with more safety and 
pleasure. " Whilst travelling," says Dr. Shaw, 
" the heavens were every night our covering, a 
carpet spread on the sand was our bed, and a 
change of redment, made into a bundle, served 
for a pillow. Our camels laid round us in a 
circle, with their faces looking from us, while 
their loads and saddles were placed by us, be- 
hind them. In this situation, they served as 
guards or centincls j for they are watchful ani- 
mals, and awake at the least noise*" 
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LJst of the Calij^s or Successors of Mohammed* 





Began their Reign. 


Caliphs. 


Ycaroftbr 


Year of 




Hegira. 


Christ. 


The first four Caliphs. 




Abu Beer - - - 


XI 


6^2 


Omar - - - - 


13 


634 


Othman 


^3 


644 


Ali - . - ^ 


35 


65s 


Caliph of the hmHy of Mohammed. 






Hasan, or Al Hasan, the son of AH 






and Fatcma 


40 


660 


Caliphs of the house of Ommiyah. 






MoawiyahT. - 


41 


661 


Yezidl. . 


60 


680 


Moawiyahll. 


64 


684 


Abd*allah Ebn Zobeir, not of the 






house of Ommiyah, is saluted ca- 






liph of Mecca. 


64 


684 


Merwan I. - 


64 


684 


Abd'almalec - 


65 


684 


AlWaUdL - - - 


86 


705 


Soliman - - - 


96 


715 


Omar Ebn Abd*alaaiz, or Omar II. 


99 


7x8 


Yezidll. 


lOI 


720 


Hesham - - - 


105 


7*4 


AlWalidll. . 


laj 


743 


Yezidin. - - - 


iz6 


744 


Ibrahim , - - - 


126 


744 


Merwan II. - 


ia7 


744 


Caliphs of the family of Al Abbas. 
* AbuM Abbas Al Saffah 






134 


749 


Abu Jaafar Al Mansur 


136 


754 


AlMohdi 


158 


775 


Muaa Al Hadi 


169 


785 


HarunAlRashid 


170 


786 


Al Amin _ - - 


193 


809 


Al Mamun ... 


198 


813 
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Caliphs. 

Al Motasem, or Al Mo'tascm 

Al WathccBi'llah - 

Al Motawakkel Ala*Uah 

Al Montaser BiUlah - 

Al Mosta*in Bi'llah - 

Al Mo'tazz - - - 

Al Mohtadi Bi'llah - 

Al Mo*tamed Ala'llah 

Al Mo'taded Bi'llah - 

Al Moctafi Bi*llah 

Al Moctader Bi'llah - 

At KAher Bi'llah 

Al Radi Bi'Uah 

Al Motiaki Bi»llah - 

Al Mestacfi Bi'llah - 

Al Moti Lillah 

Al Tay' Li'llah 

Al Kider Bi'llah 

Al K4yer Beamri'Uah 

Al Moktadi Beamri'llah - 

Al Mostadher Bi'llah 

Al Mostarshed Bi'llah 

Al Rashid Binlah 

Al Moktafi Beamri'Uah 

Al Mostanjed Bi'llah 

Al Mostadi Beamri'Uah 

Al NaferLedini'Uah - 

Al Dhaher Bi'llah - 

Al Mostanser Bi'llah 

Al Mosta'sem Bi'llah 



Began their Reign. 


Year of the 


YcaroT 


Hcgira. 


Christ. 


2l8 


83a 


227 


84» 


23Z 


847 


Ml 


86x 


248 


86» 


252 


866 


^55 


869 


256 


870 


279 


89a 


289 


9o» 


a95 


908 


3ao 


93» 


3a* 


934 


3*9 


941 


333 


944 


334 


946 


363 


974 


381 


f9i 


4Z% 


1031 


467 


1075 


487 


1094 


5i» 


1118 


5*9 


"35 


530 


1136 


555 


1160 


566 


1170 


515 


1180 


622 


1225 


623 


1226 


640 


I24» 



The four first Caliphs - - - 4 

Caliph of the family of Mohammed - z 

Caliphs of the house of Ommiyah - - 15 

Abd'aUah Ebn Zober, saluted caliph at Mecca i 

Caliphs of the family of Al Abbas - 37 



Total 



58 
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I 
I 



I 



•§3 

1^ 






•si 


&S^?o8^?.S^^S^^S^^V 






Al Moharram 
Safer - - - 
The Former Rabl 
The Latter RaM - 
The Former Jomada 
The Latter Jomiida 
Rajeb - - - 
Shaab4n 
Ramadan 

Shawal - - 
Dhu'lkaada - 
Dhu*lhajja - 




h 

s 












Days of 
the Months. 


?,^?>as.s.J^^ft5>a?. 






January 
February 
March - - 
April ^ - - 
May - - - 
June - - - 
July - - - 
August 
September - 
October 
November - 
December - 






H « to -^r »o>o 1^00 ON o H 2 





I 






goo 



Y2 
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CHAPTER IX. 

General History of the Turksy and the Emfdre^ 
founded by them in Tartary itrid the Lower Aua» 
The Origin of the Country ^ and different Tribes 
or Branches of the Turkish Nation ; with thnr 
public Transactions^ tiil the Destruction of their 
Empire in Tartary* 

T'^RK i§ a name known in all languages^ 
•■• fix)m which the Arabs formed the plural 
Atrak, that is, Turks. There are three tradi- 
tions concerning the origin of these people ; one 
given by themselves, the other by the Perdans 
and Arabs, and the third by the Chinese. The 
Turkish historians derived themselves from the 
son of Japhet. According to Mirkmond, a £ai- 
mous Persian historian, the Turks are derived 
from Tur, the seventh king of Persia ; but, ac- 
cording to Chinese historians, the Huns and the 
Turks are the same people, who, at different 
times, went under these different names. The 
first is, that which they had before the Christian 
»ra ; the second, that which a remnant of those 
Huns, re-established in Tartary, assumed after- 
wards ; and say, that they dwelt in the neigh- 
bourhood of the great desert, extending from the 
country of Korea, in the East, to that of Getes, 
i.i the West. 

Historians, in general, divide the ancient 
Turks into two classes, according to their mode 
of living. Some of their tribes inhabited cities, 
and, consequently, had permanent dwellings ; 
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the rest lived in tents, after the custom of the 
Arabs. From the latter are descended the Tur- 
comanS) the ancestors of the present Ottomans. 
They believed in one only God, the creator of 
the heavens and the earth ; to whom they sacri- 
ficed horses, oxen, and sheep. They held the 
water, air, and fire, in high respect ; and 
chanted hymns, in honour of the earth. Their 
priests pretended to the knowledge of future 
events. The Arabian and Persian authors give 
but an un&vourable representation of the natu- 
ral disposition of the Turks, which they describe 
as gross and brutal ; and cite, in support of their 
assertions^ some proverbs little to their praise. 
In one of their cid volumes is a distich, to the 
following purport: "Although a Turk, or a 
Tartar, should excel in every branch of the 
sciences, still will barbarism always remain in 
the ground-work of his character." They have 
another proverb in frequent use, viz. <^^ Though 
a Turk should be a doctor of the Mussulman 
law, yet one might kill him without scrapie." 
This revengeful aversion was, no doubt, the 
consequence of the crael treatment the Persians 
have so often experienced from that nation dur- 
ing their bloody wars. Nor were the Arabs less 
oppressed : and we may assert, that the same 
sentiments prevail among the populace of the 
present day, who still continue seditious and in- 
solent. These people were always eminent for 
personal courage ; and, in general, those Turks, 
who have preserved their original character, 
have a haughty air, and appear formed for mar- 
tial deeds. 

Great Tartary, the place of habitation for 
various Turkish tribes, or nations, in its greatest 
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extent, is situated between 57 and 160 degrees 
of longitude, and between the 37th and 55th de- 
grees of north latitude. This vast region is di- 
vided into two parts ; the one called the West- 
ern, and the other the Eastern Tartary : the lat- 
ter is scarce one fourth so large as the former. 
Although the lands in Western Tartary, belong- 
ing to every nation or tribe, are marked out, ami 
well known to the inhabitants, yet there are few 
or no cities, towns, or villages, to direct . stran- 
gers ; their several situations or possessions are 
best distinguished and ascertained by their natu- 
ral marks oc boundaries ; such as mountains, 
rivers, and lakes, with which. Western Tartary 
abounds. 

The principal mountain of those which run 
along the northern borders, is called the Great 
Mountain ; that which makes the southern 
boundary, is called the. Lesser Mountain ; and 
the third great chdn is called Mount Altay, ly- 
ing nearly in the middle, between the Caspian 
Sea and Eastern Tartary, and extending be- 
tween the other two, in about the 1 10th degree 
of longitude. 

The chief deserts or pldns are ; first, those 
of Kipjak, in the west, extending many days 
journey, on the north and north-east, on the 
Caspian Sea ; secondly, those stretching east- 
ward, from Kipjak to Mount Altay ; thirdly, 
that called the Great Kobi, or Sandy Desert, 
by the Moguls, and Shamo, by the Chinese. 
It is divided, by ridges or hills, into three or four 
parts, and extends eastward, from Mount Altay 
to Eastern Tartary. 

Besides the Dnieper, the Don, and the Wal- 
ga, there are many other principal rivers falling 
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into the Caspian Sea. The principal lakes are, 
Hie Kamish, about 484 miles long, and nearly as 
many broad ; the second is the Issikol, a lake 
of but small extent, but celebrated among the 
inhabitants for being the place where Turk, 
their great ancestor, fixed his royal seat. 

As to the political state of Western Tartary, 
it may be observed, that it is entirely possessed 
by tihe M(^^ nations, under several Khans, 
whose dominions are named after the people, or 
the prince who rules over them. The first and 
chief of these Mogul nations are, the Eluths, 
nick-named Kalmuks by the Mohammedan Tar- 
tars. These are divided under two Khans. 

The second nation or branch of the Moguls 
are, the Kalka, or Halha Moguls ; their coun- 
try extends from Mount Altay, in the east, to 
the source of the river Kalka. The third branch 
of the Moguls, properly so called, are those 
whose territories lie to the south of that of the 
Kalka's, between them and the great wall of 
China ; to which empire both nations are sub- 
ject. 

Besides these khans (who, with their subjects, 
are idolaters of the religion of Tibet, or the 
Dalay Lama,) there are two others in Great 
Tartary, who possessed that part called Turkes-. 
tan, situate to the north" of Great Bukharia and 
Karazm, between those countries and the domi- 
nions of the Eluths. 

It may be questioned whether all the different 
tribes of people inhabiting Tartary are branches 
of the Turks ; but it seems probable, that there 
was a particular nation among the ancient Scy- 
thians, who went by that name, since the Turks 
are mentioned by Pliny, who placed them among 
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the nations dwelling in the neighbourhood of the 
river Tansus and the Palus Mxatis* They are 
not, however, mentioned by any Greek writer 
before the middle of the sixth century : and then 
they are spoken ^f as being situated towards the 
cast. Both the Romans and the Chinese men- 
tion the rise of the Turkish power ; and it is 
worth observing, that they both confirm a very 
remarkable circumstance in the history of the 
Moguls, which almost proved them to be the 
same people with the Turks ; viz. their working 
in iron, in a mountain called Kin ; from which 
an ancient fable may be dated, of the Moguls 
making a way through that mountain, by melt- 
ing the iron mines. 

The ancient Huns, or Turks, dwelt in tents 
placed in carts^ and removed from place to place 
for the conveniency of pasture to feed their cat- 
tle, which supplied them with both food and 
clothing. They despised old people, and only 
esteemed the young, as more proper for war, 
which was their sole occupation. Their riches 
consisted in sheep and cattle ; but chiefly in the 
number of captives taken in war. The skulls of 
their enemies served for drinking-cups, in their 
principal ceremonies. Once every year, they 
assembled at the imperial camp, and sacrificed 
to their ancestors, heaven, the earth, and spirits. 
Every morning, the emperor adored the rising 
sun, and, in the evening, the moon. The left 
hand was the post of honour with these people, 
as it is at present with the Turks ; and, in all 
their encampments, the emperor's tent was 
placed towards the north. At his death, they 
put into the cofBn, with his body, his richest 
habits, and conveyed him to his sepulchre, at? 
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4iended by all his fkmily and officers. For the 
space of one month, they attended on him in 
the same manner as when living ; and the men 
of valoup engaged in tilting, like our knights in 
the days of chivalry, in tlieir tournaments* 

Thus lived the Huns, in the earliest times, 
under their tanjus or emperors ; but their man- 
ners changed in process of time. When re-es- 
tablished in Turkestan, they introduced a barba- 
rous custom with reg^uxi to their kings. As 
soon as their grand khan was dead, his son, or 
nearest relation, was declared emperor ; and, to 
know if his reign would be happy and long, they 
put a silk cord about his neck, and, after draw- 
ing it so tight as to stop respiration, then slack- 
ened it ; and the first words which he pronounc- 
ed, when he recovered, were considered as pre- 
dictions of what was to happen in his reign. 

These Huns inhabited Turkestan from the 
highest antiquity ; and .it appears, from their 
history, that afterwards several Chinese also re- 
moved into that part of Tartary. After the des- 
truction of their Hegira dynasty, a prince of that 
family retired thither, with all his people ; and, 
according both to the Chinese and Persian histo- 
rians, the emperors of the Huns are his des- 
cendants. His posterity reigned a long time 
over the Whole nation of the Huns, with a title 
of Tanju, being the contraction^ of a word which, 
in their language, signifies the " Son of Hea- 
ven," and often committed hostilities against the 
Chinese, notwithstanding the treaties of peace 
and alliances which were made with them. 

Under one of these princes, named Pu Ku 
Tanju, the empire of the Huns began to decline 
considerably. A terrible famine, which hap- 
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pened among them, proved the forerunner oF 
many other evils. The Chinese, taking advan-^^ 
tage of their miserable circumstances, attacked 
them ; but, at their humble entreaty, granted 
them peace : yet, scarcely were the Chinese re- 
tired, when the Eastern Tartars entered their 
country, and obliged them to remove nearer to 
the north ; but that which was the source of all 
their evils, and completed the ruin of the em- 
pire, was the dissension which crept into the roy- 
al family, on the following occasipn. Pu Ku 
Tanju put to death his brother, who was to have 
been his successor, in order to place his own son 
on the throne. Hereupon, a prince of the same 
family, the son of an emperor, concluded that 
the succession belonged to him ; an opinion 
which had nearly cost him his life ; but, being 
cautioned in time of his danger, he found means 
to escape, and put himself at the head of certain 
hordes or tribes, who proclaimed him emperor. 

Thus the empire of the Huns was divided into 
two parts : those of the south, over whom the 
new monarch reigned ; and those of the north, 
subject to Pu Ku Tanju. It is this division of 
which the Persian historians make mention ; 
giving to one party the name of Moguls, and to 
the other that of Tartars. 

After this defection, the Northern Huns found 
the Chinese less disposed to assist them in their 
calamities than they were before. They were 
continually opposed by those of the south, who, 
at length, granted them a peace. They then 
resolved to carry their arms against China, but 
there they were opposed by the Huns of the 
south, who repulsed them with considerable 
loss. At length the Chinese, always assisted by 
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tiiesC) determined utterly to destroy the Huns 
of the north, whkh at length they effected, by 
a great victory in Tartary : to perpetuate the 
menKiry of which, an inscription was cut on a 
mountain in Turkestan, indicating the time 
when it happened. 

The Huns being thus vanquished, some 
remained in Tartary, and mingled with the 
tribes who had been brought from the farthest 
parts of the east to repe<^le this country ; but 
* the major part of them continued to advance to« 
wards Uie west, through the regions to the north 
of Samarkand, till Siey reached the Caspian 
Sea, and parts about Astrakan. 

The southern Huns, who remained in their 
ancient country, preserved their power, till a 
tribe of the oriental Tartars entirely subdued 
them, and brought almost the whole extent of 
Tartary under their dominion. The title borne 
by their kings was that of khan. The Huns, 
thus expelled, established several principalities 
in the Northern China, which were^ successively 
destroyed. One of them, whose princes de- 
scended from the emperor of the Huns, was 
defeated by the emperor of the Northern China. 
Upon this misfortune, the whole family, toge- ' 
ther with the Huns, retired into a mountain of 
Tartary. These people, at that time best known 
by tiie name of Turks, were employed, accord- 
ing to the Chinese, as well as Mohammedan 
historians, in forging iron for the service of the 
khans of the Juijen Tartars, and continued in 
this manner to support themselves for a certain 
number of years ; that is, till the Juijen' came to. 
be attacked by the nations inhabiting to the west 
of them. 

Vol. X. Z » 
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Tumwen Khan, at that time chief of the^ 
Turks, marched out of the mountain, at the 
head of these people, and defeated the enemjr. 
Next year, he marched against the Juijen, de- 
feated them, and slew their khan ; after whicti 
exploit, he caused himself to be called Tumwen 
Ilkhan : in this manner was established a power- 
ful doimnion in Tartary, at that time called the 
empire of the Turks. To preserve the memor3r 
of the origin of this ^mily, they used to assem- 
ble every year, and, with much ceremony, ham- 
mered a piece of hot iron upon an anvil ; a 
custom which continued to the time of Jenghis 
Khan, who was descended from this Tumwen 
Khan ; and it is from hence that some of our 
historians have represented this prince as the 
son of a blacksmith. 

Tumwen Ilkhan, after he had subdued , the 
Juijen, attacked and defeated several other people 
of Tartary. His sons, excited by their fether's 
example, formed an empire, which extended 
from the Caspian Sea to Korea ; but, as so 
great a region could not long remain under the 
dominion of one prince, these Turks divided it 
into two branches, the eastern and the western, 
who had each their particular khan. The em- 
pire of the latter extended as far as the Sihun, 
and more than once became formidable to the 
kings of Persia : the oriental Turks, who inha- 
bited the farther end of Turkestan, were de- 
stroyed by the people named Kitan, who came 
originally from Eastern Tartary. After the 
destruction of their empire, the Turks formed 
themselves into small principalities ; and every 
horde had its particular khan. 

The posterity of Tumwen Ilkhan dwindled 
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insensibly) and was on the point of being extin- 
f;uished, or at least of never maldng any con- 
siderable figure again in Tartary, when the fa- 
mous Jenghis Khan appeared. This is the ori- 
ginal of die Turks, according to the Chinese 
historians* 

After what has been said of tlie early Turks* 
and their affairs, it wouW be proper to give 
some account of the manners and customs of 
these people ; but our memoirs are veiy defec- 
tive in such particulars. The Byzantine histo- 
rians take notice of very few things concerning 
them, and those only occiasionally ; as that the 
Roman ambassadors found their king Disabules 
under a tent, attended by a coach (or waggon) 
with two wheels ; that it was their custom to 
shave the beard in token of grief; and that 
Taxander required this ceremony of the Roman 
ambassadors, upon the death of his fether ; that, 
during the funeral, he ordered four Huns to be 
brought out of prison, and slain upon the tomb, 
with the horses of the deceased prince ; that they 
paid publit signs of veneration to fire and wa> 
ter, and chanted hymns in honour of the earth 5 
that, however, they adored only one God, crea- 
tor of tlie visible world, and sacrificed to him 
horses, bulls, and sheep : lastly, that their priests 
pretend to foretel future events. It appears, 
that the same customs were common to the Mo- 
guls, and other inhabitants of Tartary, in the 
time of Jenghis Khan. The Greek historians 
. say nothing as to the character of the Turks,, 
but, among Arab and Persian authors, the word 
Turk passes usually for a highwayman, or rob- 
ber. Hafez, a Persian poet, who lived in the 
fifteenth century, speaking of some evil, says, 
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that it takes from our hearts all patience^ and re- 
pose, with as much violence as the TariLS or beg* 
gars snatch the victuals from a well-furmshed ta- 
ble. What is more surprising, we meet with a 
distich in the Turkish langue^ to ^is purpose : 
" Although a Turk or Tartar should excel in 
all the sciences, yet the barbarian would still be 
rooted in his nature." It may be seen, in the 
history of the caliphs of the family of Abbas, to 
what a degree the blood of the Turks was thought 
unworthy to be mixed with theirs, wh^i it was 
prc^x)8ed to give a princess of that house in mar- 
riage to Togrul Bec,^rst sultan of the Seljak 
race. 

The Arabs fuid Persians bore a hatred to the 
Turks fi>r the injuries received from them, for 
several ages together, not only by their frequent 
invasions from Tartary, but also by the disturb- 
ances they raised in their dominions* Al Mo- 
tassem, eighth cahph of the Abbas race, sffid 
several other princes of Aaa, caused a great 
number of young Turkish ^aves, the hand- 
somest who could be procured, to be bought 
and educated in their courts : these, being form- 
ed into troops of militia, not only often rebelled 
and deposed the caliph, but involving the coun- 
try in cruel war, committed unh^uxi-of out- 
rages on the inhabitants, as we have already ob* 
served. 

This is the true foundation of the great aiu- 
mosity which the Arabs and Persians bore the 
Turks, who, it must be acknowledged, always 
nvere a most turbulent and insolent race where 
they had power, though humUe enough where 
they had none. However, they were not alto- 
gether so despicaUe and brutish as their enenues 
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represent them. The good air and mien of 
these young slaves pleased the eyes of the Per- 
sians, insomuch, that the poet Hafez himself, 
who had passed so severe a reflection on themi 
makes the word Turk to signify a handsome 
man ; and was charmed with one of them to 
such a degree, that, in his divan, he cried out, 
<< If I could but gain the good-will of this Turk, 
of the city of Shiraz, I would give,' for the 
smallest of his ^vours, the cities of Samarkand 
and Bokhara." 

Authors divide the Turks into two kinds : with 
respect to their ivay of living, some dwelling in 
towns and fixed habitations ; others in the fields, 
and leading a wandering life, like the Bedwan 
Arabs : these are called by the Turks Guchgun- 
ji Atrac, which implies a roving kind of life, 
and without fixed dwellings. From these the 
Turkmans, and even the founder of the Othman 
ftunily, are descended. The Turks originally, 
like jJl the otiier nations inhabiting Tartary, liv- 
ed in the fields, under tents, and without any 
houses but siich as were carried on carts ; and, 
we presume, it will be very difficult to prove that 
ever the Turks lived in towns, or fixed habita- 
tions, till such time as they had taken them from 
their neighbours in the south. 

Before we quit the subject, it will be necessary 
to examine whether the Turks are descended 
from the ancient Scythians, mentioned by the 
Greek and Roman authors ; whether all the in- 
habitants of Tartary were either originally Turks, 
or sprung from one and the same root. 

If by Scythians is to be understood not those 
properly so called, but all the different nations 
mentioned by Herodotus, Pliny, Ptolemy, >and 
Z2 
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Other authors, which, under that common name^ 
inhabited that vast region, it may, without hea:- 
tation, be answered, that the present inhabitants 
are the descendants of the ancient, or nUiher of 
such of that people as remained in Tartary, over 
ftnd above those which might have been destroy- 
ed, or migrated into other regions ; for not only 
is there a great conformity in the persons, man* 
tiers, and customs of both, but no other naticm 
or nations can be assigned, from whence the pre* 
sent possessors of Tartary could proceed. To 
the south of them Uve people, as the Persians, 
Indians, Tibetians, and Chinese, who always ^ 
dwelt in cities, or fixed habitations ; and, conse- 
quently, could never be tempted to change their 
country and manner of living for those of the 
Scythians, unless compelled by force, of which 
we meet with no instances in history. 

As to the second question, whether all the in- 
habitants of Tartary are either originally Turks, 
or sprung from the same root, our opinion is in 
the negative ; for there is no probability that 
people so extremely different in their make and 
features as most of the Mohammedan Tartars 
and the Eluths or Kalmuks are, should proceed 
from the same stock, any more than fresh and 
shit water should proceed from the same foun- 
tain. It is true, all the inhabitants of Western 
Tartary speak the same language, or, at least, 
dialects of it ; but might not this happen through 
constant intercourse, or one power prevailing 
over ihe rest, as that of the Turks did in the 
sixth century, and that of the Moguls in the 
twelfth ? The conquered people generally speak 
the language of the conquerors, as well as their 
own,' which, by degrees, becomes extinct, as that 
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^die Kopts almost already is in Egypt, inhere 
the Arabic prevails ; the Celtic in Gmlj xdiere 
tlie French takes place; and in England the 
Critishy which has been superseded by the Eng«- 
lish. 

However, it must be allowed, that the iden- 
tity or afiBnity of languages would go nearly to 
a certain proof of the identity of nations, as to 
origin, did they agree in other circumstances ; 
and might also be admitted as a tolerably sure 
rule in tracing the migrations of people : be* 
cause the migrating nation cannot receive their 
language from people of a different language 
among whom they live ; and therefore must be 
akin to the unmigrating nation whose language 
happens to be the same with theirs* Thus die 
language which the Othman Turits speak, 
though mixed with Persiwi, Arabic, and even 
Greek words, demonstrates that they came from 
Tartary, or are descended from some of the in- 
habitants of that region known by the name of 
Turks ; although it may not be easy to ascertain 
the particular tribe or tribes from which they 
draw their original. 

It appears, from the relation already given, 
both by the Roman and Chinese historians, that 
the country possessed by the Turks, at their first 
becoming known in the world, was about the 
middle of all Tartary, towards Mount Altay, 
which divides that great region, as it were, into 
two parts ; and that, in a few years, they, from 
a very inconsiderable beginning, extended their 
dominion from the river Lyau, in the east, as 
far westward as the Caspian Sea. Thus, almost 
the whole of Great Tartary, becoming sub- 
ject to the Turks, might have taken the name of 
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Turkestan, or Country of the Turks ; at leas^ 
the oriental writers give that name to all tlie 
countries lying ^orth of the river Sihun or Sir, 
the Jaxartes of the ancients. 

The present Turkestan is situated between 
forty-two and fifty-one degrees of latitude, and 
between seventy-three and ninety degrees of 
longitude, reckoning from Ferro, one of the Ca- 
nary Isles* It is. bounded dn the north by the 
Aral Tag, or mountiuns of eagles, which are 
accounted mere hills in those parts ; on the east 
by the domimons of the grand khan of the 
Eluths or Kidmuks ; on the south by tlie rive^ 
Sir, which separates it from Karazm and Great 
Bukharia ; and on the west by the Caspian Sea 
and river Yem. It is about six hundred and 
sixty miles in length from west to east, and five 
hundred and forty in breadth from south to 
north. 

The country consists generally of vast ex- 
tended plains, which are very fruitful, and has 
but few mountains, excepting those just men- 
tioned. 

When Turkestan was in its flourishing state, 
under its own sovereigns, and even till the irrup- 
tion of Jenghis Khan, it abounded with strong 
and populous cities. However, these, or most 
of them, probably were not built by the Turks, . 
who lived mostly in the fields, but by the inha- 
bitants of the country, or the Arabs, from whom 
they took them. These were situate chiefly on 
the rivers in the southern parts, especially on 
the great river Sir, which was its natui'al com- 
mon boundary on the side of Great Bukharia. 

Four of these cities were, at different periods, 
the capitals of Turkestan. Many of them still 
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exist, notwithstuiding the destruction made by 
the Moguls under Jenghis Khan ; but we are 
better acqusunted with the state of them at that 
time than we are at (»«sent, being furnished 
with Tery few modem accounts relating to this 
part of Asia* Otrar, called by the Arabs Fa- 
rab, was situated in the most western territory 
of Turkestan. It was a city of extensive trade 
between the Turks and the Mohammedans, 
when the Moguls invaded the dominions of sul- 
tan Mohammed. 

As this was a place of great importance, the 
sultan left sixty thousand men with Gayer Khan, 
the governor, to defend it, who, on the march of 
Altay and Jagatay, two of Jenghis Khan's sons, 
with two hundred thousand men, to attack i^ 
retired into the town, and vigorously defended 
it for five months ; but as the place could not 
hold out much longer, one of his generals ad-^ 
vised him to capitulate in time. The governor, 
being conscious that he had been the sole occa- 
sion of the war, rejected the proposal. Here- 
upon, the general retired in the night, with his 
ten thousand men, into the camp of the Moguls, 
who, detesting his treachery, slew them all, and 
entered the city by the gate out of which they 
bad marched* 

Gayer Khan, finding the town taken, retired, 
with twenty thousand men, into the castle, 
which being too confined for so great a number, 
he endeavoured to free himself by continual 
sallies. These attacks extremely incommoded 
the enemy for some time ; but the princes, re- 
doubling their efforts, took it at last sword in 
hand, and cut all the garrison to pieces. The 
goveroor, perceiving all was lost, retired into 
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his apartment with two men, who being at 
length killed, and arrows failing, Gayer de-> 
fended himself for some time with great stones, 
which his wife supplied him with* At last, he 
was taken, loaded with chains, and soon after 
put to death by Jenghis Khan's orders* 



CHAPTER X. 

The Seljukiana qf Iran or Persiay and of Kcrman* 

BESIDES the empire which the Turks esta- 
blished in Tartary, their native country, 
they founded four great monarchies in the south 
of Asia, The three first were possessed by the 
pnnces of the same family, called Seljuks and 
Turks, of the same tribe* The fourth by the 
princes of the family of Othman<]ir Ozman, with 
their respective followers. 

The Seljukians derive their origin from Seljuk, 
the father of Dekak, chief offker of a prince of 
a Turiush tribe, who dwelt on the coasts of the 
Caspian Sea* Seljuk had several children, who 
became powerful in adherents, and very rich in 
flocks and lands : he had embraced the Moham- 
medan faith, and his descendants followed his 
example* This religion rendered them objects 
of suspicion to their countrymen of Turkestan ; - 
but, on the other hand, it gained them the 
friendship of the caliphs of Bagdad, who em* 
ployed them as their guard, and incorporated 
numerous bodies of them with their armies* 
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About the time that the Seljuk Turks ontered 
Persia, the provinces of Khorasan, Gazna, Per- 
sian Irak, and part of India, were under Masud, 
third sultan of the Gazni race. They sent an 
express to the sultan, to demand a place of set* 
tlement, offering to swear obedience and fidelity 
to him : but Masud received the ambassador ve- 
ry ill ; and, among other severe things, said that 
he had never heard of the Seljuk family, although • 
he himself was a Turk by descent, and ought 
to have been well acquainted with all the illustri- 
ous houses of that nation. When the Seljuki- 
ans were told with what contempt the sultan 
had treated both tlieir ambassador and family, 
they prepared for war ; and while Masud was 
subduing the provinces of Jorjan and Tabustan, 
raised some' commotions in Khorasan, but re- 
mained quiet upon his return. 

Although their affairs were not settled, yet the 
Bultan determined to march into India, against 
the advice of his generals* In his absence they 
made incursions throughout the countiy, from 
Khorasan to Pars, or Persia Proper, with so 
rtiuch success, that they seized the governments 
of Ray and Ispahan. By this time Masud re- 
turned from his Indian expedition to Gazna, 
Said, two yeare after, set out again for Jorjari. 
In his way, being informed that the governor 
of Balk oppressed his subjects, he advanced to- 
wards him; but, when he had reached about 
half way, he turned back against Dawd Seljuk, 
by whom being defeated, he fled to Gazna, where 
he put to death many of the Turks who had 
«erved under him, because they had misbehaved 
in the battle. 
Masud soon after sent an army against the 
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Sdjuk Turks, whom he defeated, and took some 
prisoners* Not Icaig after this event, Ebn Sel- 
juk dying, his soldiers put themselves under the 
command of his son, Mohammed, surnamed To- 
grol Bee, who attacking Masud's army-y 

'y[ routed it, and pursued them to Tus, which 

he besieged and took. This is ithc first 

city which fell into the hands of the Seljukians^ 

who assembled there and fortified it. They aS- 

terwards subdued Nishabur. 

Meanwhile Masud fled into India, where he 
remained a long time ; so that Khorasan being 
deserted by him, the Seljuks made use of the 
opportunity, and conquered it. Masud, upon 
advice of ^is encroachment,. returned from Inr 
dia ; but the Seljukians advancing, put him to 
flight ; upon which the caliph, Kayem, recom- 
mended to their attention the defence of the 
country of the Mussulmen. Masud, incensed at 
this occurrence, marched against them, and was 
defeated a second time : and thus their empire 
was established in the year of Christ 1039. 

As soon as Togrol Bee was acknowledged 
king in the city of Nishabur, in the year 429, he 
sent his brother Jaflar Bee to subdue the city 
and country of Herat, in the province of Kho- 
rasan ; which conquest being soon performed, 
he appointed one of his uncles to govern^ it. In 
the mean time he marched in person to Meru, 
and, having taken it, he made it his royal seat. 
He afterwards put Khorasan under new regula- 
tions, and suppressed the disorders which had 
reigned in that country for a long time. 

The same year Sultan Masud Gazni assembled 
all his forces to drive the Seljukians out of his 
dominions ; but the two brothers having also 
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ccdedted their troops, after an exceedingly- 
blDodf battle, gained so complete a victory, 
tfeat Masud found he had no &rther business in 
KiOTasan. 

- The oriental authors divide the Seljukians in- 
to three dynasties, or races of princes, reigning 
in the south of Asia, and which were contempo* 
vary, not successive; namely, those of Iran, or 
Persia at large ; those of Kerman, a province of 
Persia ; and those of Rum, or Asia Minor. To- 
grol Bee, first' sultan of this, dynasty, received 
the surname or title of the ^^ pillar of fidth and 
Feiigion.'* Although the Seljuks had gained 
possesion of almost all Xhorasan, yet Masud 
resolved to exert his utmost endeavours to re- 
cover it out of their hands. Accordingly, hav- 
ing raised a considerable army, he marched 
against Togrol Bee, and put him to flight, 
killing a great number of his men, apd taking 
many prisoners. Next year Togrol Bee return- 
ed to Nishabur, from whence Masud fled to 
Gazna ; and then the Seljukians became masters- 
of all Khorasan ; on which occasion an incre- 
dible multitude of people were slain. 

These successes were followed by the patent 
of investiture sent to the two brothers, Togrol 
Bee and JafFar Bee, by the Caliph Xayem, and 
by the reduction of the provinces of Jorjan and 
Tabustan, which Togixjl Bee undertook, and 
then subdued all the Persian Irak. Masud, 
after his retreat to Gazna, raised fresh forces, 
the command of which he gave to his son Mae- 
dud, wiiom he sent towards Balk, to defend that 
frontier : then, carrying his blind brother, Mo- 
hammed, with him, he marched again into the 
Indies, where he continued till the winter fol- 

VoL. X. A a 
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lowing, and made great progress ; but, being- 
obliged to admemce towards the city of Balk to 
defend himself against the Seljukians, who every 
day increased in power, a^ he was about to pass 
the Indus, one of his generals deposed, and af- 
terwards murdered him. 

Maedud, his son, who was l^en at Balk^ 
succeeded him in the kingdoms of Khorasao 
and India ; but the Seljuk Turks in these pro- 
vinces refusing to acknowledge him, he sent an 
army against them, which was defeated. On 
the other side, great numbers of the Turks, 
breaking out of Turkestan for the sake of plun- 
der, were routed by Maedud's garrisons. By 
this time, the power of the Seljukians was so 
well established, that, after the sultan's death, 
they found it no difficult matter to annex to their 
other conquests the province of Balk, with all 
the country of Karazm. 

The distractions which had long sujt>sisted at 
Bagdad, occasioned by the Turkish militia, still 
continued to afflict that city ; when great dissen- 
sions arose bet^veen the Caliph Kayem's visir 
and a Turk called Basasiri. This Basasiri was 
originally a slave to the king of Irak and B£^- 
dad, but, by degrees, rose to be one of ^e priur- 
cipal commanders under that monarch. Being 
obliged, on account of this quarrel, to quit Bag- 
dad, he put himself under the protection of Al 
Montaser, caliph of Egypt, who, supplying him 
with troops, he became very powerfiil in Irak 
Arabia, and at length obtained possession of the 
country, which he ravaged as fer as the imperial 
city ; so that he became a terror both to the 
Arabs and Persians. He was already prayed 
for in the pulpits of that pronnce ; and, as the 
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eafiph had been depriyed of all authority by the 
Buyian princes, in whose hands he was kept so 
by this rebellion of Basasiri, nothing remained 
to the prince but the naked title of king of Bag- 
dad. 

The caliph being informed that Basasiri de- 
agned, the same year^ to seize on the imperial 
castle, wrote to Togrol Bee, who was then in 
the district of Rey, intreating him to come to 
his assistance* Basasiri was at Waset, whence 
some of the soldiers deserting, came to Bagdad^ 
and, having plundered his palace, set it on fire. 
Togwd Bee arrived at that capital in the month of 
Ramadan, bringing with him eighteen elephantS) 
and seized upon Malek, the king, for whom 
prayers were no longer offered. Thus ended 
the dominion of the Buyians, which had conti« 
nued one hundred and twenty-seven years ; and 
that of the Seljuks began in Uie same city where 
Togrol Bee resided, in the imperial castle. ^ jj^ 
In 3ie next year, the caliph married Ca- j^^^l 
dija, the sister of Togrol Bee, who gave 
her a portion of a hundred thousand crowns in 
gold ; and Togrol Bee, having remained be- 
tween three and four months at Bagdad, march- 
ed towards Musol, carrying with him battering- 
rams, and other engines of war. He went also 
and besieged Takut, when the cities of Kufa, 
Wasct, and Aynottamri, renouncing their alle- 
giance, caused prayers to be made in the name 
of Mostanser, caliph of Egypt. 

The caliph Kayem honoured Togrol Bee 
with the imperial vest, and crowned him king 
of Bagdad. He likewise adorned him with the 
collar and bracelets ; appointed him ruler over 
his court, and ordered money to be coined in his 
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name* Thus the siUtanat of Bagdad, or p»06t of 
eBiif-al-omra, passed from the house of the Buy- 
ahs to that of the Seljuks, and his power w$ks 
thoroughly established ; nor was there any per- 
son lefti^ in both the Iraks, to give him the least 
opposition* 

The year following, Togrol Bee marched tib 
Musol, and from th>ence .to Nasibin, with a de- 
sign to subdue those places. There went with 
Jum his brother Ibrahim, whom Basasiri, by his 
emissaries, excited to revolt, giving him hopes 
of obtaining the kingdom, and promising him 
assistance* • Ibrahim, upon this, exacting an 
oath of fidelity from the soldiers, departed, with 
a great army, to Rey, and rebelled* Togrol 
Beic marched against his brother Ibrahim, de- 
feated him, and, having taken him prisoner, 
strangled him wiUi a bow-^string. He likewise 
put to 4eath a great number of Turkmans who 
had joined him* Having thus re-established his 
power, he marched to Bagdad, against Basasiri, 
and sent the caliph his compliments, with five 
thousand crowns in gold, and six thousand suits 
of clothes for his wife* As soon as he arrived 
At Bagdad, his soldiers pillaged that part called^ 
Karkha ; and, a tent being erected, the caliph*^ 
remained in it for two days : after which, he 
went into the city, from whence he had been 
absent a whole year, accompanied by Togrol 
Bee, who held the bridle of his mule till he had 
passed through the stone gate. To reward To« 
grol's great respect, he gave him the title of 
^ocnoddin, in these words, " Mount on horse* 
back, you who are the most firm pillar and sup* 
port of religpion." 

Some time befoi:e this^ Basasiri was gone to 
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Wasct, and, having collected a large quantity 
of com, sent it aa board some barks. When he 
beard what had happened at Bagdad, he ad- 
vanced to Nomaniya; the sultan sent against 
him part of his army, following himself with the 
rest of his forces* Basasiri being killed in the 
battle, his head was brought to Togrol Bee, who 
ordered it to be carried on a pike through the 
streets of Bagdad* Soon after this, Togrol Bee 
demanded the daughter of Ks^em in marriage ; 
but the caliph giving him a denial, it occasioned 
many messages and threatenings on the part of 
the sukan, who next year forbad the caliph's 
officers to meddle with the public money* In 
consequence of this prohibition, his counsellors 
advised him to let the sultan have the princess, 
SL measure which he at length consented to, 
though much against his inclination* On this 
compliance, Togrol Bee, being greatly rejoiced, 
reveled the order he had given for sei^ng the 
caliph's treasures, and sent him very rich pre- 
sents* 

In 455, the caliph's daughter was conducted 
to the sultan, who received her with great de- 
monstrations oi jay, and bestowed gifts on all 
those who accompanied her ; but six months 
after, in the same year, Togrol Bee died at Key, 
in the capital of Irak, after a prosperous and 
successful reign of twenty-six years* His arms 
were victorious over his foreign foes ; and he 
also enjoyed interior peace, domestic union, and 
respect and esteem from his neighbours. He 
was amiable, wise, prudent, a great politician, 
and, notwithstanding his civil and military oc- 
cupations, which were entirely directed by hinj, 
Aa3 
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he found time to fulfil all the duties ^joined by 
feligion. He died at the age of seventy* 

As T(^rol Bee left no c^ldren, his nephew^ 
Alp-Arsltui, sticceeded him, and in his person 
were united the tWo kingdoms of Khorasao and 
Irak, wi^ their dependencies ; so that, when he 
began his reign, he was sole monarch of ail the 
countries between the rivers Jihun and Tig^ 
that is, of all Persia, in its greatest extent, in 
the conquest of which he bore a consideraUe 
•^lare* The name which tins sultsoi took, after 
he had embraced Mohammedism, was Moham* 
med ; that of Alp-Arslan, which signifies, in the 
Turldsh limguage, ^e ^ courageous Son," is a 
surname* At the beginning of his reign, he 
condemned to death Kandari, visir to Togrol 
Bee, for abuses committed by him dtaring his 
uncle's life ; and raised to that employment Al 
Molk, who was the greatest man in his time, 
and had adminiito^ the afiairs of the kingdom 
with the greatest integrity* 

At the beginning of this reign, Alp-Arslan 
made war against his cousin Kotolmish, who re- 
belled against him in the province of Damegan ; 
tut this revolt was soon suppressed) by an imex- 
pected accident : fi>r Kotolmish advandng at the 
head of his troops, to give the sultan battle, his 
horse suddenly fell under him, and, Growing his 
rider, broke his neck ; upon which, his armies 
submitted, and were pardoned* 

This war was no sooner terminated, than Kara 
Arslan raised new disturbances in Pars and Ker- 
man* The sultan, to suppress this rel)el, em- 
ployed Fadlhavich, one of his most valiant com- 
manders, who defeated him, and was rewarded 
for his service with the government of Pars* 
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Bat tfiis ambidous goveniory as soon HB he 8aw 
tbe sidtan march to lUioraaan, resolved to seize 
his p^vmce. In order to effeet this puipose» 
be fortified a casde, situated in avery advantage- 
ous ^ace) where he retired with a fine body of 
troops, and a great deal of money, which he had 
amassed by a thousand extortions in his govern* 
ment* Nezam Al Molk received orders fit>m hit 
piince to attack this castle, and bring him, the 
treatCNT, alive or dead. All who had a know- 
ledge of the palace advised him against this 
diege^ because they deemed it impregnable : but 
the vior, resolving to gratify his master, invested 
the castle wkh his forces, and wait himself 
found it to reconnoitre* 

During this tour, he did not observe one man 
of the besieged upon the rampaits ; a circum- 
stance which, indicating the greatest confidence 
<^ their security, he was so mortified, that, but 
for the disgrace, he would instantly have raised 
the siege* However, he resolved to do his ut- 
most, and had already collected provisions and 
stores for a whole year's blockade; when, one 
morning, at break of day, he was surprised to 
hear that the governor desired to capitulate* 

The joy occasioned by this incident induced 
him to grant them honourable conditions ; the 
chief of which was, that the governor should 
remain in the place, doing homage to the sul- 
tan, and paying him a certain tribute annually, 
besides the usual presents* When matters were 
settled, the visir, who was in pain to know what 
could have obliged Fadlhavich to make such a 
sudden surrender, was informed by one of the 
besieged, that it was owing to a failure of the 
springs, which were very numetx)U8 in the place* 
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An attempt having been made to dispossess 
the sultan of the province of Kerman, he march- 
ed thither with his army : being obliged to j^iss 
through the great desert of Nubandijan, whicli 
separates that province from Khorasan, his 
troops who had entered it with great reluctance, 
perceivii^ thdt provi^ons to fail daily, began to 
murmur, and were upon the point of revolting, 
when they came to an old ruined castle, which 
seemed to be the retreat of owls and wild beasts ; 
but, on examining it, they found com enough to 
supply the whole army. Yet this plenty being 
of no use without drink, God, to complete the 
mirade, (as our author asserts) sent so heavy a 
nun, that every body had water enough to serve 
his occasions. 

^ jy The sultan marched against Khazan, 
1064. ^^^ ^^ revolted in the country of Kho- 
warazm, and, having routed his army, 
he bestowed the government of that province on 
Malec Shah, his eldest son. In his return from 
this expedition, through Khorasan, he paid a 
visit to the sepulchre of Ali Riza, the eighth 
imam, who was buried at Tus, where a great 
resort of peo{de were continually assembled for 
purposes of devotion* 

After he had performed this pilgrimage, he 
took the. road of Rade Kan, where he encamped 
with his army in a most agreeable place. From 
hence he dispatched couriers through all the pro- 
vinces of his empire, to summon the governors 
and great lords to a general assembly of the 
estates. These being all assembled, he declared 
his son, Malec Shah, for his successor, and only 
heir to his dominions. Then he ordered his son 
to sit on a throne of gold prepared for that pur- 
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poae, and made all the officers of the enqhre take 
an oath of fidelity to him* 

Immediately after this ceremony he itcquaint* 
ed all the chiefs and generals of his armies that 
he dedgned to attempt the conquest of Turkes- 
tan, the country whence lot drew his original^ 
and where, as he pretended, his ancestors for- 
merly reigned ; but this expedition was not un- 
dertaken till several years after* 

The Turks, understanding that the Roman 
cmpdre was governed by a woman, invaded Me- 
sopotamia, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, destroying 
all with fire and sword* The empress was not 
in a condition to oppose them, the greater part 
of her army having been disbsmded in her hus- 
bimd's life-time, and the troops which were stiU 
on foot being on discipline, and altogeUier unfit 
for service* Eudosia, therefore, to secure at 
cmce the empire from foreign, and herself from 
domestic enemies, married Romanus Diogenes, 
who was thereupon proclaimed emperor* As 
he was a man of great activity and expeiience in 
war, he no sooner saw himself vested with the 
sovereign power, than, taking upon him the 
command of the army, he passed over into Asia, 
where, on his arrival, he was informed that the 
Turks, having surprized and plundered the city 
of Neacxsarea, were retiring witii a rich booty. 
The emperor following them, at the head of a 
chosen body of light^rmed troc^s, came up 
wkh them on the third day, killed a great num* 
ber of the enemy, and recovered the spoil* He 
then pursued his march to Aleppo, which he re* 
took, together with Hierapolis^ where he built a 
•trong castle* 
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On his return, he defeated a numerous body of 
Tuiics, who attempted'to cut off his retreat ; af- 
ter which defeat, the Turks abandoned several 
cities on his approach. Alp-Arslan marched to 
^ -. Akhlat, with forty thousand horse, to 
1070. ™^^^ ^^ Romans, who had a great array ; 
but they were defeated ; and their gene- 
ral, who was a nobleman, being taken, the sul« 
tan ordered his nose to be cut off. 

In the following spring, the emperor marched 
again into Asia, at the head oi a considerable ar- 
my. But, contrary to the advice of Nicephorus 
Bryenneus, who exhorted him to wait for the 
Turks' in Cappadocia, he marched to Mazekerta, 
and, dividing his army into two parts, one of 
which he sent to a small town belonging to th« 
Turks, between whom and the Romans several 
skirmishes happened ; in one of which Basilacus, 
the emperor's chief officer, was killed. At length, 
Romanus, resolving to come to a general engage^ 
ment, advanced with his army, in three bodies, . 
of which he commanded the centre. 

When the armies were in sight, the sultan 
sent to the emperor to desire peace ; but his an^ 
swer was, that he would come to no accommoda- 
tion, unless the city of Rey was surrendered. 
The sultan, provoked at this arrogance, on Fri- 
day afternoon put up prayers to God with tears 
in his eyes, in the presence of his army, who 
wept to see their monarch's distress. Before he 
engaged, he gave those leave to return who were 
afraid to stay. Then, casting away his bow and 
arrows, he took his sword, with an iron sceptre^ 
grasping his horse's tail in his hand, and all his 
soldiers followed his example. He dressed in 
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^irhitef sprinkled himself with perfumes. << If I 
am slain," said he, " this will serve me for a 
ivinding-sheet," 

- After a bloody battle, the Greeks were put to 
Sight, and a multitude of them killed : their 
emperor was taken prisoner by a slave named 
Shadi, and being discovered by the ambassador, 
Shadi, alighting off his horse, paid him reve- 
rence, and then brought him to Alp-Arslan# 
The sultan, patting him three times with his 
hand, said, " Did I not send to you proposals 
of peace, and you would not hearken to me ?" 
The emperor replied, "Do not reproach me, 
and do what you think proper :" then asked the 
sultan, " What would you have done to me if I 
had fallen into your hands ?'* "I should have in- 
flicted some kind of disgraceful punishment on 
you," answered the emperor, " And what," 
said the sultai>9 '^ do you think I shall do to 
you ?" " Either put me tp death," replied Roma- 
nus, " carry me through your dominions for a 
spectacle to your subjects, or else, which is be- 
yond jny hopeS) spare me on payment of a ran- 
sojp, and appoint me your deputy." " This last 
is the way," said the sultan, " that I intend to 
deal with you." Accordingly, he set him at li- 
berty, on condition of paying him a million of 
crowns in gold, and dismissing all the Moham- 
medan prisoners in his empire. When matters 
were thus concluded, the sultan made the empe- 
ror sit on the throne with hin> : then caused a 
tent to be erected for his use, sending him ten 
thousand crowns for his subsistence. He like- 
wise released many Roman lords, presenting 
them, as well as the emperor, with vests, by 
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way of hotioiiiv At parting, he sent an army to 
escort him to a place of safety. 

After this signal victory, Alp-Arslan marched 
into Georgia, which having conquered, he de- 
prived the great lords of their liberty, and oblig- 
ed them to wear iron rings in their ears as a mark 
of slavery, to avoid which ignominy many of 
them turned Mohammedans. 

The sultan made preparations for the conquest 
of Turkestan. When he reached the Jihun, he 
laid a bridge over that river for the passage of 
his army, which, being very numerous, was 
twenty days in passing. He attacked Barzara, 
in which Kothual commanded. This governor 
defended the place vigorously for several days, 
which Alp-Arslan expected to have taken on the 
first onset : on its surrendering, he reproached 
him, in the most opprobrious language, for his 
temerity in having dared to oppose such forces 
-as his. The prisoner, who, instead of insult, 
expected praise, answered him haughtily. The 
sultan sentenced him to be fastened to four stakes, 
and there left to expire in torture. Kothual, in- 
stantly dra%ving a long knife from his boot, ex- 
claimed, ^' In&mous man i is this the treatment 
which my conduct merits ?" and attempted to 
rush towards the prince. Alp-Arslan, who was 
a very expert archer, ordered his guards to let 
him advance, at the same time aimed an arrovtr 
at him, which missed him. Kothual sprung on 
him, g^ve him a mortal wound, and was him- 
self immediately massacred. 

Finding his dissolution near, he thus address- 
ed hb surrounding friends : " This day brings 
to my remembrance two excellent admonitions 
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I Ibrmerly received from a wise old man, who 
was my preceptor : the first was, never to de» 
q^se any one ; the second, never to have too 
^ood an opinion of onesehff In the two last 
da3rs of my life, I have transgressed against these 
two excellent precepts, and am justly punished 
in consequence. Yesterday, while reviewing my 
troops, I thought no human force capable of 
opposing, nor any mortal daring enough to at- 
tack me. To-day, while commanding my guards 
not to stop a man approaching me with a naked 
weapon, I imagined I had strength and address 
enough to defend myself alone ; but I now per- 
ceive that neither strength nor skill can over- 
come destiny." His body was interred in a town 
called Maru, and the following simple epitaph 
inscribed on his tomb : " All you who have seen 
the grandeur of Alp-Arslan ascending to the 
clouds, visit Maru, and you will behold him 
buried in the dust. He lived forty-four yeai's, 
of which he reigned nine." 

He was very brave and liberal ; just, patient, 
witty, and sincere ; constant in prayer, and giv- 
ing alms: he greatly feared God, and was a stre- 
nuous advocate for Mohammedism. His shape 
and mien were so very engaging, that he gained 
the respect and affection of all who approached 
him. He had very long whiskers, and wore 
commonly a high turt»an, made in the form of 
a crown. His power was so great in Asia, that 
there have been seen at the foot of his throne, 
thousands of princes, or sons of princes, paying 
their court to him. 

The most famous siege undertaken by this 
prince was that of a place, called in the Persian 
language, " the dwelling of Mary ;" on account 
Vol. X. B b 
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of a tiUMiasteiy and church dedicated to the Viiv 
gin Maiy, situated in th^ middle of a lake.^ 
Malec Shah chose for the attack the best of the 
troops, whom he put into boats, with. ladders 
and grappling irons for scaling the walls : but 
just when they were going to make the assault, 
there arose so furious a storm on Uie lake, and 
die sky was darkened to such a degree, that no- 
thing could be done* This storm was followed 
by so violent an earthquake, that both the be<> 
siegers and the besieged, Turks and Christians, 
expected to be swallowed up together. However, 
the latter suffered most by it, for part pf their 
walls falling into the lake, when the elements 
were settled again, the Turks without any diffi- 
culty forced the place and ruined the monastery* 
^ j^ Alp-Arslan was no sooner dead, than 

,Qy j' Malec Shah, one of his sons, was acknow- 
ledged heir and successor of his father, 
at the head of the armies which he had com- 
manded. The caliph also sent him the confirma- 
tion of the title and power of sultan ; adding to 
this honour the quality of " commander of the 
faithful,'' which till then the caliphs had re- 
served to themselves, without conferring it on 
any Mohammedan prince whatsoever. 

Soon after he ascended the throne, Marubil 
and Kaderd, his uncles, rebelled against him. 
The latter was governor of the province of Kir- 
man, and advanced with a considerable force, 
even as far as Kurj, or Gurj. The sultan sent 
the troops of Khoi^asan, which had always been 
victorious in his father's reign, to oppose him. 
The two armies, after harassing each other for 
three days and nights, came to a g^ieral engage* 
ment, which proved one of the most bloody that . 
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ever happened in Persia. At length the victory 
declared in &your of Malec Shah ; and Kaderd 
being taken prisoner, was sent under a strong 
guard to a castle in Khorasan. On this signal 
sisccess, which established the new sultan's au- 
thority, the troops became so insolent, that their 
piinci^ commanders insisted on having their 
pay doubled, threatening otherwise to set Kaderd 
on the throne. 

Malec Shah, perceiving that the name of a 
competitor was sufficient to give occasion to his 
troops to revolt, caused Kaderd to be poisoned 
the same night in prison. Next morning, when 
the officers of the army came to know the sul- 
tan's answer, the visir, wjjo probably had a 
hand in what was done, told them, that he had 
not been able as yet to present their petition to 
the sultan, because he found him overwhelmed 
with grief the night before, on the unexpected 
death of his uncle, who, driven to despair, had 
taken poison when he carried in one of his rings* 
This answer at once stopped the mouths of the 
officers and the whole army ; for they talked no 
more of the augmentation of pay when they 
found the person was d«ad who only could have 
favoured their mutiny. . 

After Malec Shah had appeased the revolts in 
different parts of his dominions, he returned into 
Turkestan, the original abode of his ancestors, 
and annexed it to the empire as an inheritance 
which ought never to have separated from it. 
But a small territory, confined to the comer of 
the Persian Irak, eluded all his attempts to sub- 
jugate it. The principle of fanaticism which 
at this period actuated the Bethanians, is uncer- 
tain i but life was of no value in their esteem, 
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and they exposed themsdves to death not onljr 
in executing the orders of their chief, but £q^ 
any indifferent person who wished to be rid of 
sm enemy. 

^ The Bethanians began to subdue castles 
looo! *" Persian Irak. They first seized upcm 
Rudbary which belonged to Kamaky a 
subject to Malec Shah ; and was deiiyeiped to 
Hassan for twelve hundred crowns by the go- 
▼ernor, who turned Batanist* Hassan aftter- 
wards going to Egypt, inet with a Batanist, 
who brought him over to their persuasion^ and, 
by consent of the people, made him grand mas-* 
ter, and head of the sect. He had many fel« 
lowers, and, growing considerable, Malec Shab 
<ent him a threatening message, requiring his 
obedience. The consequence of this message 
We have already related in the history of the 
Arabs. Make Shah proceeded to Bagdad^ 
Where, being arrived, he went a hunting, on the 
third of Shawal, and, eadng some of the flesh of 
the ganoe, returned sick, of wluch he died in a 
few days. 

This prince was hancbome in his person, ua* 
corrupt in his morals, prudent, liberal, vaHant ; 
and eminent for his mental acquirements, his 
justice, and piety. He diminished the taxes, re- 
dressed various grievances, repaired the bri<%es, 
public roads, and <:anals, and built a superb 
mosque at Bagdad, because it was the reudence 
of the caliph, whose lieutenants the Seljukiana 
called themselves, though in ideality their power 
was superior to his. The sultan's capital was 
IspajKin, where he died at the age of thirty-seven, 
after a reign of twenty years, lea^ng the repu- 
tation of a generous and munificent prince, the 
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'feeitor of the vicious, and protector of the good* 
JHe loved the sciences, reformed the calendar, 
wkXkd invented the intercalation of the bissextile 
year. 

This sultan took great delight in travelling ; 
And it is reported that he made the tour of his 
dominions, though so very extensive, at least ten 
times. He made the pilgrimage to Mecca with 
an incredible expence : for, besides abolishing 
the usual tribute which the pilgrims paid, he 
kid out very great sums in building towns in 
the desert, where he ordered a great number of 
wells and cisterns to be made, and water to be 
conveyed to them from all parts. He likewise 
commanded plenty of provisions to be carried, 
lor subsistence of the pilgrims ; and distributed 
immense sums among the poor with unparal- 
leled liberality. 

But Malec Shah's greatest passion was hunt- 
ing. He kept forty-seven thousand horses for 
his ordinary guard, and the chase, in which he 
spent a great deal of time. It is said, that for 
every beast which he killed himself, he gave a 
piece of gold to the poor : and it happened 
sometimes that he slew a great many. In short, 
Malec Shah is acknowledged to have been the 
greatest prince among tlie Seljukians ; whether 
we consider his conquests, the extent of his do- 
minions, or his magnificence, liberality, and 
ether virtues. 
^ jj Malec Shah left four sons, Barkiarok, 
lOQz, Mohammed, Sanjar, and Mahmud, which 
last he appointed for his successor, though 
i?ut five years and ten months old. This mea- 
sure was effected by the management of his 
wife, who, concealing the sult^in's death, carried 
Bb 2 
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his dorpse out of Bagdad ; and, by distiibutin^ 
money, prevailed on the army to take the oath to 
her son. The caliph also ordered his name to be 
published in the pulpits ; and sending him thei 
ensigns of investiture, he was clothed with the 
sultan's vest, the crown put on his head, and the^ 
sword girt on his side. On this occasion it is 
observed, that never prince so ^oung behaved 
with a better grace ; and that, after the caliph's 
visir, who performed the ceremony, had made 
him his master's compliments, he returned 
thanks for the favours received in a very polite 
manner. As soon as the ceremony was over, 
the sultan went to Nahrawan and encamped. 

While. Mahmud was crowned at Bagdad, Bar- 
kiarok was acknowledged for legal successor at 
Ispahan, where he then resided; with whom 
many joined, as being the eldest son of Malec 
Shah, and because he was thought more capable 
of governing the state than a child and a woman. 

Turkan Khatun, who was a woman of great 
spirit as well as understanding, marched thither 
fiom Mahrawan with such diligence, that she 
surprised him in that city, whidh she took ; but 
some domestics of the late Nezam Al Molk 
found means to effect his escape out of his mo- 
ther-in-law's hands, and he retired to Shiraz. 

That prince not only gave him protection, 
but conducted him to Rey, one of the capitals 
of Irak, where he caused him to be acknow- 
ledged the rightful successor. At the same 
time the sultana caused her son Mahmud to be 
crowned at Ispahan, the other capital, and sent 
troops to pursue Barkiarok ; but mapy of them 
deserting to his standard, he defeated the rest. 
Among the prisoners taken on this occasion was 
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Tajol Molk Klamiy who, being brought to the 
saltan, the friends of his predecessor slew him. 
He was a Persian, endowed with many virtues, 
and excellencies of every kind. 

After this success, Barkiarok tllftrched to Is- 
pahan, and besieged his brother with an army 
of twenty thousand men. Turkan Katun, find* 
ing the people r^ady to revolt, came to an ac* 
commodation ; by which Mahmud and she were 
left in possession of Ispahan and its dependen* 
cies, on condition he divided with Barkiarok 
the treasure of his father which was in that 
city. 

The sultan, having received for his share five 
hundred thousand dinars in gold, raised the 
isiege, and turned his arms towards Hasnadan, 
where one of his uncles, named Ismael, com- 
manded, who, allured by the sultana with hopes 
of marriage, had made war upon his nephew. 
The two armies, which were pretty equal, met 
near that city ; where, after an obstinate battle, 
Ismael was defeated and slain. The same year 
Takash Shah, son of Arslan Shah, another of 
Barkiarok's uncles, declared war against him ; 
and having a much greater force, obliged himi 
to retire towards Ispahan, where he was very 
kindly received by his brother sultan, Mahmud, 
whose mother then was dead. 

Those of Mahmud'^ party, judging that the 
opportunity of advancing his affaire ought not 
to be neglected, seized his brother ; and it is 
said orders were actually given to deprive him 
of sight, when Mahmud, being taken with the 
small-pox, died in a few days. Barkiai'ok was 
immediately set at liberty, and saluted emperor 
by the very people who just before would have 



d by Google 



284 SELJUKIANS OP PERSIA, 

assassinated him. Being by this unexpected ao 
ddent seated a second time on the throne, he 
chose for his visir, or prime minister, Mowiad ; 
but, in a little time, through some distrust, the 
sultan dismisaid him, and put his brother, Takr 
Al Molk, in his place. 

Barkiarok, m:arching to Bagdad, had his 
name mentioned in the pulpits. Having settled 
his affairs, he applied himself entirely to war* 
His first expedition was agsdnst Takash, his 
cousin-german, who some time before had driven 
him to great extremity ; and, after several battles 
fought between them, Takash was at length 
slain* He then marched into Khorasan, where 
Arslan Shah, the father of Takash, who com- 
manded in that province, had a considerable 
body of troops ; but he was delivered from his 
enemy by another of his sons, who committed 
that parricide in order to seize his father's go- 
Tcmment : yet he was disappointed ; for Bar- 
kiarok, being thus become master of his domi- 
nions, gave it to his brother Sarjar, and return- 
ed to Irak. 

Barkiarok, whose reign was a series of rebel- 
lions, was no sooner freed from one sedition, 
but another arose. Mowiad, from the time of 
his being turned out of the visirship, did his ut- 
most to revenge his disgrace, by fomenting new 
troubles. He began by exciting Anzar to re- 
volt, who was formerly slave to Malec Shah, 
-and had great influence in the province of Irak. 
He enabled him to set a considerable army on 
foot ; and Anzar might have given the sultan 
much trouble, if he had not been taken off by 
an assassin, in the city of Sawa, where he was 
already advanced to give his sovereign battle 
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Mowiad afterwards applied himself to Moham- 
med, brother of Barkiarok, who had given him 
but a small share of his fi^ther's dominioQS) iH 
the province of Adherbijan, and never ceased 
urging him till he had taken up arms against his 
brother. 

This prince di&puted the sovereignty with his 
brother ; and though he had only a small 9Tmy 
at first, yet it soon became formidable^ by the 
great credit and influence which Movdad acquir- 
exL At this time the lords of the court, being 
incensed against Al Molk Kiami, superintendant 
of the finances, by whose frugal management 
they found their salaries curtaUed, attacked his 
house, and obliged him to fly for refuge to the 
sultan. The sultan, refusing to deliver him up, 
they took the palace by assault, and cutting Kia- 
mi in pieces, would have treated Barkiarok in the 
same manner, if he had not escaped by a back 
^door, abandoning Irak to his brother. 

Mohammed, thus possessed of a great domi- 
nion without striking a stroke, made Mowiad Al 
Molk his visir, and sent an ambassador to Bag- 
dad to get his name mentioned in kotbah, or ora- 
tion made in the pulpits on Fridays : but Barki- 
arok had it suppressed. Then assembling a 
great army, he marched to meet Mohammed, 
who defeated him at Mahdan, Barkiarc^ escap- 
ing with only fifty horse. Quittkig Rey, he fled 
to Khuzestan, where Ayyaz, formerly slave to 
Malec Shah, ruled with almost absolute power, 
by whose assistance the sultan found himself 
soon at the head of a formidable army, with 
which be defeated Mohammed's forces in seve- 
ral engagements. 
They fought another battle ; but as Barki^irolr 
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had fifty thousand troops, and Mohammed only 
fifteen thousand, the latter was put to flight. 
Hereupon, taking his way to Khorazan to seek 
support from king Sinjar, he halted at Jorjan. 
Here Sinjar coming to him with his forces, they 
went to Damegan, where the army laid waste 
the country to such a degree, that the inhabi- 
tants, for want of food, ate one another. Af- 
"terwards marching against Barkiarok, they were 
put to flight : and their mother being made cap- 
tive, was exchanged for the prisoners taken her 
fore Sinjar. 

Next year Sultan Barkiarok besieged Moham- 
med in Ispahan, but was obliged to depart for 
want of forage and provisions. Mohammed 
hereupon raised troops, and met his brother ; 
but being defeated, was obliged to fly into Ar- 
menia. 

It is observable, that the kotbah was ex- 
changed at Bagdad, in the names of those two 
sultans, as often as they had the advantage over 
each other. Of such great importance was that 
ceremony thought to be by the Mohammedan 
princes, as long as the race of the caliphs sub- 
sisted ; though at this time they were no more 
than shadows of what they had been formerly. 

In one of the battles, in which Barkiarok had 
the advantage, Mowiad happened to be taken 
prisoner ; but, instead of being punished as he 
deserved, he, by his address, so gained over the 
principal lords of the court, that the humane 
sultan, at their intercession, pardoned him, and 
afterwards made him his prime visir. However, 
he did not long enjoy that post ; for, one day 
Barkiarok, retiring to rest, overheard one of 
the gentlemen of his bed-chatxU)er, who thought 
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him asleep) saying to another, " These Seljuki- 
an princes are of a nature very different from that 
of most others* They neither know how to 
^nake themselves feared, nor to revenge the in- 
juries done to them ; for instance, (added he) 
this Mowiad, who has been the cause of so many 
evils, is promoted by the sultan to the employ- 
ment of visir, as a reward for all his treasons/' 
Barkiarok, stung by these reflections on his 
conduct, sent for the visir, and ordered him to 
^t down : then, without saying any thing ^r- 
th^r, with one stroke of his scymitar he cut off 
his head, with so much dexterity, that it re- 
mained on his shoulders till the body fell. This 
feat being performed, he said to his courtiers, 
" See now if the princes of my house do not 
know how to make themselves feared, and take 
vengeance on their enemies." 

While this tragedy was acting at gcourt, the 
armies of the sultan and his brother often skir- 
mished without coming to a general engage- 
ment. At length a treaty was concluded, where- 
by Mohammed and Barkiarok divided the em- 
pire between them^ It was also agreed, that 
Barkiarok should not go to meet Mohammed 
with drums, nor be named in the pulpits in the 
' pountries which were ceded to him. 

The civil wars which for many years together 
had dieted the Seljukian dominions, being thus 
happily terminated between the brothers, we 
may now turn our eyes towards Syria, which 
was scarcely reduced under the power of the Sel- 
jukian Turks, who took it from the Arabs, when 
she found herself invaded by an army of Euro- 
peans. This was the famous crusade, commonly 
called the Holy War, in which almost all the 
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Christian princes, influenced by an enthnsiastie 
zeal, and excited by the artifices of the pope, en- 
tered into a league of confederacy, to rescue the 
ttepulchre of Christ at Jerusalem from the Mo^ 
hammedans, and drive them out of the holy 
land. 

Barkiarok, afbr the agreement made by his 
brother Mohammed, advanced towards Bagdad^ 
Ko visit his great benefactor Ayyaz, who exercis- 
ed sovereign authority in that city ; but being 
'taken ill on his journey, he died at Ispahan, ap- 
pointing for his successor his son, Malec Shab^ 
a child not five years old. He caused him to 
<be clothed with a vest, and assigned Ayyaz for 
his governor, in the presence of his great officers, 
who all promised to obey his commands. About 
the same time, Mohammed marched to take Ja- 
garmish. The people of their country rose in 
their prince's defence ; but when the siege had 
-lasted three months, Jagarmish, hearing of Bar- 
-kiarok*s death, submitt^. 
- After this accommodation, tlie sultan, who al- 
ready possessed one part of the Seljukian em- 
■pire, prepared to wrest the other part from his 
nephew, Malec Shah, und unite it to his own* 
Having accomplished this object, he returned to 
Bagdad, >vhere he found a pretended prophet, 
named Atthash, who had not only gdned a great 
number of followers, but had seized upon a for- 
tified place, which was so strong, both by situa- 
tion and art, that there was no hope of reducing 
it but by famine. 

The place not having been furnished with pro- 
visions, Atthash employed the sultan's visir, 
whom he had infected with his opinions, to assas- 
sinate his master. He accordingly bribed the 
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surgeon io use a pdsoned lancet in the operation 
of bleeding. Mohammed being apprized of tho 
plot, suffered his arm to be bound, and the &tal 
instrument to be taken from its case, when he 
cast so terrible a look upon the surgeon, as to 
make him drop the lancet from his hand, fall 
down at his soverdgn's feet, and confess the 
whole design. The visir was immediately seiz- 
ed, and punished as he deserved ; the surgeon 
was only sentenced to be bled with the same in- 
strument which he had prepared to bleed the 
sultan. 

The rebels, finding that their treason was dis- 
covered, and being no longer able to resist, sur- 
rendered at discretion, Atthash, their chief, was 
conducted to Ispahan, tied upon a camel ; there, ^ 
after the prophet had been exposed for some days 
to the derision of the people, he was put to a 
cruel death, and his body was burned, with those 
of a great number of his disciples, who had joined 
in the revolt. It is reported that this impostor, 
who was well versed in astrology and geomancy, 
finding himself hard pressed by the besiegers, 
wrote to the sultan, that he had found by his 
horoscope, that in a few days he should be sur- 
rounded with a great number of stars in the 
midst of Ispahan, even in the presence of the 
sultan ; and when he was led through the city, 
accompanied with great crowds of spectators, to 
the place of execution, being asked concerning 
the accomplishment of his prediction, he answer- 
ed, that nothing could be a clearer verification 
than the condition he then was in ; but, that he 
found the great number of stars which he hoped 
to see, were not to serve, as he had believed? to 

Vol. X. C c . 
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do him honour, but to coTer hixa with shamer 
and confusion* 

Mohammed, having settled his dominic»is in 
peace, marched into Hindostan, vhere he made 
considerable progress : he was zealous in defence 
of religion, and was ai>opposer of idol worship*. 
When the Indians offered the weight id precious 
stones, in exchange for one of their gods, whicb 
he had taken, he replied, " I would not for th^ 
'^ worid have it reported, that Mohammed was 
" a merchant of images.*' 

At the age of thirty-five, death terminated his. 
career. When he perceived his last end ap- 
proaching, jie sent for his son Mahmud, who was^ 
then but fourteen years old, whom he had de- 
clared his successor, kissed him and wept, and 
ordered him to ascend the throne ; but the young 
prince declined it, saying, it was an unlucky day. 
The sultan answered him, " You say true, but it 
is so to your father, who loses an empire, not to 
you who gain one." Then mounting the throne^ 
he was crowned and adeemed with bracelets. 
These, however, together with the immense trea- 
sures left by Mohammed, were soon wrested from 
the youthful monarch by his uncle Sai^jar. 

Mahmud then went to visit Sanjar, and was so 
well received, that he obtsdned of him the inves» 
titure of the province of Irak on the following 
conditions : that the name of Sanjar should al- 
ways be mentioned in the public prayers before 
that of Mahmud ; that this latter should not have 
the fourth veil In his apartments ; that the trum- 
pets should not be sounded when he went in /or 
out of his palace ; and, lastly, that he should re- 
tain the officers whom his uncle had established 
in his province. 
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Mahmud was oUiged to receive these condi- 
tions with thanks, and resolved to spend his time * 
in iuinting, without meddling with the afimrs of 
state. From the course of history, however, 
it appears, that an actual partition of empire 
took place soon after ; by virtue of which Mah-^ 
ittud and his descendants were to enj6y the shase 
allotted him, with the dtle of Sultan, in as abso* 
lute sr manner as Sanjar enjoyed his. 

In the year 1 129, Sanjar passed the Jihun, to 
reduce Soliman, governor of Samarkand, who 
refbsed to pay the usual tribute. Being obliged ' 
to surrender, after a vigorous siege, the sultan 
spared his Jife, only depriving him of the govern- 
ment, which he bestowed on one of his slaves: 
but Soiiman finding means to get into Sanjar's 
&vour, was in a Httie time restcnred. After this 
event, Bahrain Shah, sultan of the Gazni family, 
whose kingdom extended a great way into Hin<^ 
dbstan, reserved to shake o£P the yoke of the Sel- 
jukians. The sultan entered his dominions with 
a large army, and Bahaam, not being able to re^ 
^t so great a Ibrce, sent ambassadors to pay the 
tribute, and do hoinage for his crown, by which 
means he diverted the storm. 

During a long reign, Sanjar extended his em<« 
pire from Katay to Kotan, and ftx>m the Caspian 
Sea to Arabia Felix. He fought nineteen bati 
ties, of which he guned seventeen : he was much 
feared by his enemies, and celebrated for libera- 
lity and clemeiscy to his subjects. He was active 
and diligent in the affairs of government, but 
hated kingly pride, wearing a coat made of skins. 
He was so well beloved by his people, that they 
continued to publish his name in the temples. 
They gave him ako the smtiarae of Alexander 
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the second ; and his nime of Sanjair has passed 
Sot that of Alexander among his posterity. 

The first remaitoble event that we find in this 
reign, is the death of Kothboddin, founder of a 
new monarchy* His father, Bustekkin, Was slave 
to Malkatekldn, who was one of Malec Shah's 
principal slaves, and possessed the employment 
of great butler, or cup-bearer, on ^^hose death 
the sultan gave it to fiustekjdn : 'and because 
the revenues of Karazm, a country on the east 
side of the Caspian Sea, were annexed to that . 
office, he easily obtained the government of that 
provmce. His son, Cothboddin, succeeded him 
in all his places. As he was a man oi spirit aiid 
valour, his credit increased so o&uch during the 
reigns of Barkiarok and Sanjar, that he obtained 
the title of Karazm Shah, that is, king of Kha- 
razm, which descended to all his posterity, in 
that great monarchy of which he was the foun- 
der, and which proved at length the nun of the 
Seljukian dynasty of Iram, to which they owed 
their rise. However, Kothboddin, though veiy 
powerfiil, never departed &om his obedience to 
the Sultans, and for thirty years did his duty of 
cup-bearer at court every second year, being re- 
lieved every other year by his son Atsiz. 

Upon the death of Kothboddin, his son Atsiz 
succeeded both in his employments and the title 
of Karazm Shah, though no more in reality than 
governor of that province, like his father. He 
obtained great cr^t with Sanjar by his services, 
especially in coming up seasonably to rescue him 
out of an ambuscade contrived by Ahmed, go- 
vernor of Samarkand ; but afterwards growing 
out of fiivour at court, he retired to his govem- 
.^ent^ where the people inclined to revolt. The 
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•voltany at his departare^ taylng to those about 
bim^ ^ I see the back of a man, whose &ce it ia 
^ likely I never shall see again," they advised to 
l»we him arretted : but Sanjar would not cob* 
s^nt, alle^g) that he i^oukl violate the ao- 
luK>wIedgments due both to him and his &ther 
&>r their services, if he should do any thing to 
olTend him ot^ a bare sus{Hd(Hi. 

' Atsiz verifi^ the sultan's prognostic, for he 
ix> sooner arrived in Karazm, thsoi he put him* 
^If at the head of the rebels ; so that Semjar was 
obliged to reduce by force an enemy whom he 
had suffered to escape, by having more regard 
to the maxims of^gratitude than those of policy. 
Two years aft^ this transaction, Samarkand 
rebelled again, in opposition to the governor^ 
who, being afflicted with the palsy, was not able 
to act. The sultan marched against them ; and 
after a siege of six months the city surrendered: 
but Sanjar spared the inhabitants, according to 
his usual clemency, and displacing the feeble 
^ther, gave the government of the place to his 
son. 

After Sanjar's death, Mahmud, his sister's 
son, by Mohammed KLhan, descended from Bagra 
Khan, succeeded in Khorasan : but at the end of 
five years, one of his lords revolted, and after 
several battles, seized his dominions, and de- 
prived him of feight. The sultan of Kharazm^ 
whose dynasty rose during the reign of Sanjar, 
taking^vantage of these divisions in Khorasaii, 
subdued one part of that great province, while 
the other remained in possession of the rebels ; 
so that the Seljukian sultans, who still reigned 
in both the IrsJ», no longer had any footing in 
Kiiorasan* 

C c a 
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Mahmud took possession of all Sanjar's do* 
minions ; but Massud, one of his brothers, cUs- 
puled his title sword in hand. He had another 
brother, named Togrol, who always con^ued 
his Mthfiil adherent, to whom, in recompense 
for his attachment, Mahmud left his throne, ai^ 
ter having reigned thirteen years. 

He possessed a handsome person, and was Tery 
generous ; but the love of women, and hunting, 
by degrees, impaired his character. It is report- 
ed, that his hunting equipage was so magnifi* 
cent, that he kept four hundred greyhounds and 
blood-hounds, each of which wore a collar set 
with jewels, and a covering edged with gold and 
pearls. He laid out so much in this expence* 
that he often wanted money to pay his troops, 
and for other occasions ; yet he did not oppress 
his subjects to recruit his coffers: he likewise re- 
strained his ^vountes from domg them any in- 
jury. He was merciful, good-natured, and pru- 
dent. He forbore to punish those who spoke, 
ill o/ him. No prince ever studied the art of 
reigning more. He was skilled .in grammar, 
poetry, and chronology ; was very eloquent, and 
wrote a fine hand. 

-^ Mahmud left for his successor his bnK 

1 1^0. ^^^^ Togrol, sumamed Rocnoddin ; but 
his brother Massud disputed the crown 
with him, and several battles were fougln be- 
tween them, for the space of the three or four 
years which he reigned. He was the second 
sultan of a branch of the Seljukians, who reigned 
in Persian and Arabian Irak ; which proves that 
the agreement between Sanjar and Mahmud, 
contained a division of the Seljukian empire of 
Irak. It does not, however, appear,' that the 
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. oriental historians conader them as two separate 
SMHiarchies, hut as one and the same. Togtol 
diedatHammadan, after he had reigned three 
years. He was just and valiant, good-tempered 
and liberal : he understood the art of goYeming, 
and did nothing unbecoming a prince* 

Massud was at Bagdad when his bro- ^ ^ 
ther Togrtd died ; and while his 'friends ^^' 
sent a courier to inrite him to Hamadan, 
then the capital of the Seljukians of Irak, the 
court party dispatched another to Dawd, son of 
Togrol, with the same view : but the uncle hap* 
p^ng to get the start of the nephew, Massud 
was unanimously saluted sultan by the grandees. 
' He was scarcely seated on the throne, before 
he found himself obliged to make war on Al 
Mostarshed, the twenty-ninth caliph of Bagdad 
of the &mily of Al Abbas. It seems, that in the 
reign of TognJ, Dobays, who was governor-ge- 
neral of Irak Arabi for the caliph, plotted with 
that sultan to surprise him in Bagdad ; but Tog- 
rol foiling ill of a fever, prevented the execution 
of this : Al Mostarshed's army also was victori- 
ous. This war lasted till Massud came to the 
crown ; when the caliph, at the persuasion of 
some court lords, had his name suppressed in the 
public prayers, and even deprived him of the 
title of Sultan. 

Massud being informed of this injury, set out 
instsuitly from Ray, where he resided at the head 
of a powerful army, for the Arabian Irak ; from 
whence the caliph advanced, accompanied by a 
great number of his grandees. The two armies 
came to a batde, when the caliph's left wing de- 
serting to the sultan, he was surrounded and 
tiken, while his right wing, after a slight opposi- 
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tioD, fled. Afierthis defeat* B|igdAd opened H»^ 
gtttes to Massod, witlioiit ^>^)9sitk^* Tjbe s«^ 
tan, having had asothei' war on his hands, caiv 
lied Mostardied with him ioto^ the proyiDpe of 
Adh^bijui. ^ Being wrived «t Man^ha, th^ 
caliph was amfined in a tent) at a distance Grora 
the army, near the gate of that cityi where jnes« 
sengers passed between him aod the sidtan re-^ 
lating to peace. At length it was agreed, that 
AI Mostarshed, beskles paying y^»iriy four him- 
dtied thousand croi^ms m gold, sh^d recnaia m 
Bagdad, and not raise any other troops beddes - 
his ordinary guaiids. 

After this agreement, tbal^prdate was sufiRsiv 
ed to ride on horsdsack, with the cov^ing of a 
saddle carried before him, in token cf hoaourr 
In short, he was ready to retam to Bagda4t 
when news being brought that an ^asBhimstSnx^ 
was arrix'cd from sultan Sanjar, the pe(^4e foI-» 
lowed Massud to meet him ; and, amoag tlie i«stf 
some of' those who had the care of the caliph« 
Twenty-four Batanists took the q>portunity u» 
get into his tent, and murder hmi, by giving 
him about twenty wounds, and cutting off hia 
nose and ears. Many believed that Massud oon-t 
trived this murder, and entered imo a negocia-» 
tion with him only to cover his design. 

Massud died at Hamadan, after he had reign- 
ed about eighteen years. He was a great lover 
of learned and pious men, humble and affable ; 
and for religion, clemency, justice, and bravery^ 
superior to all the Seljukians. He was the last 
of the sultans who had any power in the Ara^ 
bian Irak; for, upon his demise, Moktafi de- 
prived the Seljukians of all power and author 
rity in that city. ^ 
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Malec Shah II. succeeded his uncle Massudy 
but Ihs reign was of no long continuance ; and, 
indeed, he was wholly unworthy of the crown^ 
for he regarded nothing but indulging his appe- 
tite, and left his affairs entirely to his ministers. 
His brother Mohammed found means to deprive 
him of his authority, which, however, he re- 
tained but a short time> when he re-«iscended 
the throne, and, in a few days, died, at the age 
of thirty-two* 

Soliman Shah being at Musol when his prede* 
cessor died, the great lords, after some debate, 
sent for him, and placed hini on the throne ; but, 
as he gave himself up entirely to voluptuousness, 
and the company of women, without attending 
to the affairs of the kingdom, they seized and 
imprisoned him, at tlie end of six months, ad* 
Tancing, in his room, his nephew Ars- . j. 
ian. Setting aside his bad conduct, for ^ ^qq] 
which he was deposed, he did not want 
for good qualities; he was very familiar with 
those about him, and excelled in his behaviour, 
person, and eloquence* Arslan was proclaimed 
sultan in Hamadan, of whom we have heard 
but little worthy of record, during a reign of 
fifteen years. He was a prince not only valiant 
and generous, but.patient and good-natured to 
a high degree. He would not suffc;r any body 
to be spoken ill of in his presence, nor ever 
treated any of his domestics with severity or 
contempt. He was very nice in his diet and ap« 
parel ; for he had very rich vests of every kind 
and colour, wrought of gold, such as no king 
ever had before him. Togrol was the last sultan 
of the Seljuk dynasty of Persian Irak. He suc- 
ceeded, and governed his dominions very happily, 
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Qoder the direction of his maternal uncle, Mo- 
immmed ; after whose death a conspiracy broke 
out, which drove him from hb capital. At 
length, he returned, and appointed a day to re- 
ceive the submission of those who had acted 
•gainst him. The lords did not fail, at the ap- 
pointed time, of ai^earing before him, but, in- 
stead of asking forgiveness, they seized upon ^tii<^ 
imprisoned his person. As socm, however, as 
he regained his liberty, he rsdsed an army, and^ 
defeating the 'rebels, punished them severely. 

The sultan now, thinking he was delivered 
froin all his enemies, abandoned himself to yro* 
men and wine ; and, though he was told that 
Tukash, king of Kharazm, was raising a for- 
midable army to invade his dominions, yet be 
continued his debaucheries till, at. length, Ta* 
kash arrived at the gates of Rey, while the sul- 
tan was still intoscicated. However, he put him- 
self at the head Of his tit>ops, and marched to« 
wards the enemy, boasting of what he would 
do ; but, raising his mace, as if he was going to 
strike, he discharged such a blow on one of the 
forelegs of his horse, that the beast fell uiuier 
him, and he himself was thrown on the ground. 
One of the enemies, isedng him faU, immedi- 
ately ran up, and, with one blow of his scymi- 
tar, put an end to his life, and the power of the 
Seljuks in Irak. The Seljukians d Irak weie, 
in general, a race of very accomplished princes, 
eminent for their courage, liberality, justice, and 
other virtues, both civil and military. They 
owed their ruin chiefly to their great bounty, and 
indulgence to dieir &vourites : and thus have we 
seen completed the history of the first and prin- 
cipal Selj<dpiaii dynasty. 
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The second branch or dynasty of the Seljuki- 
ans, denommated of Kerman, began towards 
A. D. 1063, and ended in 1 197, a space of one 
hundred and twenty-four years, and produced 
eleve^ sultans, whose names have not with ceiy 
tainty been preserved. Their authority was cir- 
cumscribed to a small territory Ipng between 
Persia, Sejestan, Mekran, and Ormus ; and they 
possessed some islands and harbours in the Per- 
^an gulf. The succession was, in general, here- 
ditary, from father to son, but, in default of the. 
latter, it descended to the brothers and nephews ;> 
whence it has been inferred, that this little state 
enjoyed the blessings of tranquillity^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 



The third Dynasty of the Seljukiam^ called that of 
Roum* 



THIS dynasty of the Seljukians derives its 
i)ame of Roum, from their having reigned 
in Asia Minor, comprehending the kingdoms of 
Pontus, Bithynia, Media, Phrygia, Galatia, Ar- 
menia Minor, Cappadocia, and other states, form- 
ing a vast peninsula between the Euxine Sea, and 
the Propontis and Archipelago, the Mediterra- 
nean Sea and Syria, as far as the Euphrates ; all 
which composed a part of the Greek empire, 
which the Asiatics knew under the name of the 
Roman empire, and they called those countries 
the territories of Roum^. The Arabs had pene- 
trated into tliem through Syria^ and the Turks, 
in pursuit of them during their wars, advanced 
into the interior of the country, drove out the 
Greeks, and took possession of the territory of 
Roum, which they afterwards called Anatolia. 
The conquest was begun under Malec Shah, a 
Seljukian sultan of Persia. He made over the 
cities he haid captured, with a sufficient number 
of troops to enable him to pursue his success, to 
. ^ one of his cousins, named Soliman, who 
1074. ^^^ *^® founder of the dynasty of the Sel- 
jukian Turks. 
The Greek writers agree with the account of 
this conquest, and the commencement of the 
reign of Soliman, as delivered by the oriental 
authors^ whom we follow ; for they tell us, that • 
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ioon after the death of the emperor Romanus 
' Diogenes, the Turks broke into the territories 
c^ the empire. Michael Ducas, his successor^ 
being alarmed at this irruption, sent against 
them Isaac Comnenus, who, after having gained 
a few advantages, was defeated and taken pri« 
eonernear Cesarea. His brother Alexis, on his 
netum, was attacked by a party of Turks, who 
had already made incursions in Bithynia, as far 
as Nice ; Alexis in this, and other instances, de- 
fending himself with extraordinary courage and 
address. About the same time, Isaac Comne- 
nus, newly made governor of Antioch, was slain 
in an engagement with a party of Turks, who 
had made an irruption into Syria. 

After thb event, several persons aspired to 
the empire, but Botaniates, being assisted by 
Soliman, took possession of it. He raised forces 
to oppose Nicephorus Br)rennius, who aspired to 
the throne. This lord, during two former re* 
hellions in Enrc^, declaring himself emperor, 
had assembled some Turkish troops in Asia 
Minor, with which he overran that country, 
patting all the towns he took into the hands of 
4he Turks. By these means, in a Httk time, 
they became masters of all Phrygia and Gala- 
tia ; in short, he reduced Nice in Bithynia, and 
strudL terror through the whole empire : and 
thus, probably, that famous city came to be pos^ 
«essed l^ Soliman, who afterwards made it the 
seat of his- new empire. 

Botaniates, greatly alarmed at these successes, 
sent an army against the enemy, under the com- 
mand of John, an eunuch, who encamped a 
little way from Nice, which he determined to 
.invest ; but, hearing of the sultan's approach t» 

Vol. X. D d 
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relieve the place, the eunuch retired, and the 
Turks pursue)}, and harassed him extremeif* 

As Botaniates had gained the empire by the 
help of the Turks, so he employed their power 
to overcome Nicephorus ; but those adventurers^ 
who were ready to yAn with any party to serve 
their own purpose, afterwards assisted his com- 
petitors to dethrone him* At length he resign* 
ed the crown to Alexis, in the year 108 1. 

At the time when Alexis ascended the throne, 
Soliman, who commanded in Anatolia, had 
fixed his seat at Nice, in Bithynia, and daily 
made inroads with his Turks as &r as the Bos- 
phorus ; but Amalis, by ordering armed barks 
to scour the coast, obliged them soon to abandon 
it. Pursuing his advantage by land, he retook 
Bosphorus, Thynia, and Bithynia ; whereupon 
the sultan sued for peace, which was granted 
the Turks, on condition that they kept on the 
banks of the river Draco, without ever passing 
the border of Bithynia. 

The dissensions which agitated Constantinople 
were very favourable to the enterprises of SoU- 
man, whose alliance was courted by all the com- 
petitors in turns. Into jvhatever treaties the con- 
tending parties entered, he was considered as an 
auxiliary, and, in consequence, constantly ac- 
quired some small portion from the wreck, 
which served to extend his domains. This sul- 
tan fortified himself in several provinces, where 
he took possession of some very advantageous 
posts. In this manner he became master, of 
Antioch, smd made Nice, in Bithynia, the royal 
residence. Soliman either fell in battle, or slew 
himself, after a defeat. He governed all the 
country lying between the ^gean, the Syrian) 
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and the Eiudne Seas, the Archipelago, and tho 
coasts of Pampbilia pad CiUdau After his deathf 
they were claimed by the governors of A^ 
Minor* The emperor of Constantinojrfe also re- 
guned some places by stratagem ; but though 
Nice, the capital, was vigorously attacked, the 
Greeks could not wrest it from the hands of 
Pucasa, the governor, who restored it to Kilij 
Arslan, the eldest son of Soliman. 

When the news of Soliman's death reached 
the ears of the governors of Asia Minor, they 
^vided his territories among themselves. Apel- 
kassem became lord of Nice, famous for the pa- 
lace of the soltaB8« He had before given Cap- 
padociatohis brother Pulkas, but, being natu- 
rally active, he thought it did not become the 
dignity of a sultan to sit idle, and made incur- 
sions into Bithynia, as far as the Propontis. The 
emperor, finding he could not be brought to a 
treaty, sent a powerful army, under Taticius, to 
besiege Nice, which encamped at twelve miles 
distance from that city* 

The night following, a peasant brought the 
news that Prosuk was approaching, at the head 
of fifty thousand men ; Taticius retired, and 
Apelkassem pursued, and attacked him at Pre- 
neste ; but the French, who were in the army, 
headed by Taticius, couching their lances with 
their usual alertness, fell on them like lightning, 
defeated them, and gave Taticius leisure to retreat. 
• Apelkassem, with a desire to conquer the 
islands, built ships, with an intention of taking 
the city of Scio ; but the emperor sent and burnt 
them in the harbour. At the same time, Tati- 
cius attacked and totally defeated the Turks. 
The emperor, on this occasion, wrote an obliging 
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letter to Apelkassem, de«ring him to desist from 
bb fruitless attempts, and invited him to conw 
to Constantinoi^e. That prince, understanding 
that Prosuk had taken many lesser towns, ac- 
cepted of the invitation, and was received with 
extraordinary honom^s. 

Prosuk, soon after, laid siege to Nice, andy 
having attacked it vigorously for three months^ 
Apelkassem solicited succour from the empercHV 
who sent him the flower of his troops, but with 
orders to act for his own interest, both parties 
being his enemies. The Roman troops, being 
admitted into Nice, displayed their standards i 
upon which Prosuk, believing the emperor 
had entered the city, raised the siege, and re* 
tired. 

It will be proper to observe here, that as soon 
as Make Shah, who reigned in Khorasan, was 
infoimed of the success obtained against Soii- 
man, he was alarmed, and, fearing he might 
grow too powerful, sent to the emperor AlexiSf 
to propose an alliance with him, by way of niai«- 
nage: offering, on that occasion, to withdraw 
the Turks settled near the sea-coast ; to aban« 
don a certain number of small towns ; and fur« 
nish him with troops, in case of need. 

The emperor, desirous to recover the placed 
without the marriage, prevailed on the messen* 
ger to turn Christian ; af^er which conversion, 
iis he had a written order from the sultan, for ' 
the Turkish garrisons to quit all the maridme 
places as soon as the marriage was agreed on, 
he went to Sinope, and, shewing the order to 
Karatik, the governor, obliged him to depart 
without taking any thing away, and left it in die 
hands of Dalassenes for the emperor. Having, 
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by the like artifice, removed the Turks out of 
other towns, and put in Roman garrisons, he 
returned to Constantinople, where he was bap- 
tised, and received the title of duke of Ankhia- 
lus, with considerable rewards. 

The sultan was exceedingly mortified when 
he understood these particulars ; nevertheless, 
he sent a letter to the emperor, assuring him 
that, provided he gave his daughter in marriage 
to his son, he would assist him with troops to 
prevent Apelkassem's incursions, and wrest An- 
tioch out of his hands. At the same time, he 
«ent Pusan, with forces, against Apelkassem. 
The emperor wrote an answer, which, without 
f^ranting his demand, flattered his hopes. In 
the mean while, Pusan attacked Nice several 
times ; but, being repulsed by means of the em- 
peror's succours, retired to Lopadion, on the 
river Lampe. As soon as he was gone, Apel- 
kassem, loading fourteen mules with gold, set 
out for Persia, to obtain the sultan*s confirma- 
tion in the government : but the sultan, who 
'vra&thenatSpaka, refusing to see him, ordered 
him to return to Pusa ; saying, he would con- 
firm whatever the other agreed to. After a long 
^uid fruitless solicitation, he set out on his way 
home, but had not proceeded &r, when he was 
met by two hundred men, who, by the sultan's 
order,, strangled him. The ambassador, who 
•carried the emperor's letter, proceedied on his 
journey ; but hearing, before he reached Kho- 
rasan, that th^ sultan himself was assassinated, 
he returned to Constantinople. After Apelkas- 
sem had departed for Khorasan, Pulkas, his 
hrother, took possession of Nice, which tlife em- 
peror, by large offers, tempted him to deliver 
D d 2 
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up ; but he still put him ^ff^ under pretence oF 
expecting the return of his broths. While :tfaas 
matter was in agitation, the two sons of Azair 
Boliman, escafnng on tl^ death of the muardesiDd^ 
Sultan, bf whom die3r were detained in prisooy 
arrived at Nice, where they were received hy 
those who had most power widi the pe<q>le, and 
acknowledged by Pulkas, who delivered up tbe 
city into their hands. From this rev^utioii» 
which, according to the couise of the Greek 
history, haf^ned about the year H)93, we date 
the commencement of the reign of Kilij Acdan* 

Nice having thus, after an usurpation of aew^ 
ral years, been restored to the heirs of Sotimaii^ 
Kiig Arslan, the eldest, assumed the rdns of 
government* His first care viras to re-peo|^ the 
city, by recalling the wives and children of the 
old inhabitants, as he designed to honour it with 
the chief residence of the sultans* Then, dis- 
placing Pulkas, he made Mohammed governor ^ 
after which appointment, he mard^d towards 
Melicene. 

Kis chief expeditions were against the Greeks; 
he was likewise successful against those of hb 
own nation, who had usurped his cities, and 
, gained some important advants^s over the cru- 
^ders, whom he dispossessed of Nice, which 
they had taken. He established another capital 
at IconiuTO, whence his successors derive their 
title of Sultans of Iconium. Kilij Arslan, hav- 
ing lost a battle, was drowned in attempting to 
escape across a river, which his horse was un- 
xible to foixl. He had held the reins of power 
fourteen years. 

The history of the sultans of Iconium is prin- 
cipally drawn from tbe 6 reek authors, who^ 
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iMiTMig BO perMMud knowledge of dieav lunre 
scarcely preseri^ any trails of these princes 
ideserving notice^ either of their customs, cha- 
racters, or intrigues of their court ; in &ctr no- 
thu^ which will serve to interrupt the dull mo- 
notony of feats of arms, which are at all times 
«like---devi»tati0ns, massacres, and conflagra- 
timis. We are therefore obliged to cdlect from 
these wearisome narratives a few events, more 
eF less interestmg, under the names ttod dates of 
tilese princes. 

Ii: should, however, be mentioned, that at this 
pesiod Peter the Hermit, author of the crusade^ 
arrived at Constantinoide, at the head of eighty 
tlMMiaand men, devoted to the recovery of Jeru- 
salem from the Turks. The emperor advised 
him to wait till Godfrey of BuUoin, and the 
other princes, arriwd ; but Peter, confident of 
his own success, passed the sea, and encamped 
near a city called HelenopoMs. From which 
place ten thousand Normans, who were among 
them, made an incursion as &r as Nice, commit- 
ting the most horrible cruelties : but the garri- 
son of that city sallying out upon them, they 
were obliged to retreat. They afterwards took 
Xerigorda, but Elkan, being sent with some 
troops by the sultan, recovered that place. 

That general, knowing the Franks to be very 
covetous, contrived a scheme for their destruc- 
tion. He first laid his ambuscade, and then 
commissioned two artful persons to publish in 
Peter's army, that the Normans had taken Nice, 
and seized an immense booty. On this report 
they ran, without any order, toward that city, 
and, falling into the ambuscade which had been 
hdd for them, were cut in pieces. The number 
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^ain on both sides was so great, that their bo- 
dies, being heaped together, formed a mountaiii« 
Peter retired, with a small number of his men, _ 
to Helenopolis, where die Turks besieged, and 
would have taken him, had not the emperor sent 
some troops to relieve the place. 

Soon after, the rest of the western princes 
arriving, they invested Nice. The sultan s&kt 
some troq)s to annoy the Christians, but they 
were defeated, as was the sultan himself, who^ 
hereafter could do no more than occasionally 
supply the city with provisions and men. The 
Franks, in a short time, made a general assault, 
and the city surrendered. 

The emperor thought this a good opportunity 
to recover other places from tihe Turits. Ac-. 
cordingly, Smyrna, Ephesus, Sardis, Philadel- 
phia, and other cides of less consequence, sur- 
rendered to his victorious arms. In the mean 
time, the emperor Alexis, prepared to assist the 
Franks, who were besieged by the Turta, in 
Antioch, and recovered' several places out of 
their hands. About that time there arrived at 
Conslantinople an army of Normans, amount- 
ing to one hundred thousand foot, and one hun- 
dred and fifty thoussmd horse, with an intention 
of conquering Khorasan itself; but the Turks, 
who were skilled in the art of war, carried off 
all the provisions in the country through which 
they passed, so that they had no opportunity to 
getfomgefor their horses. The Normans, in 
despair, rushed upon their enemy ; but the 
Turks, instead of engaging, them at a distance 
with the lance, came to a close fight with their 
swords, and made a dreadful slaughter. The 
remainder fled with great precipitation towards 
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A^x-menia ; but the horse leaving the infantry be- 
Innd, they were bM slain by the Turks, except* 
io^ a few, whom they reserved, as it were, ta 
tnake a shew in Khorasan. 

Kilij ^rslan was succeeded by Sasan» . .. 
liis brother. The ccKist of Asia having, ^\q^[ 
Vyy the late wars, been ruined, from Smy ma 
to Attalia, and those once populous and stately 
oHies become heaps of rubbish, the emperor s6nl 
"Filokales to restore them. That nobleman first 
rebuilt Endnimit, and peopled it with peasants 
znd stnmgers. Afterwards, being informed that 
the Turks were assembling hear Lampis, he sent . 
thither some troops, who cut part of them in. 
pieces, and took a great number prisoners; 
using their victory so cruelly, that they boiled 
c^ldrehto death. The Turks who remained 
pot on mourning, and went over the country to 
excite their companions to vengeance. 

At the same time, Filokales reduced Philadel* 
pkia without any trouble ; but, soon after, Har 
san, one of the chief commanders, who governed 
ftliiK>st absolutely in Cappadocia, hearing of the 
barbarities exercised by the Romans, came at 
the head of twenty-four thousand men, and be- 
sieged the ^ace. Filokales, who abounded in 
stratagems, not having forces to take the field» 
forbade the inhabitants either to open the gateS| 
appear <m the walls, or make the least 4ioise* 
Hasan, havkig been before the town three days, 
and seen no person appear, concluded that the 
besieged had neither forces nor courage enough 
to mtdLe sallies. Hereupon, he divided his army, 
sending ten thousand men to Kolbiana, another 
party towards Smyrna, and a third towards Per- 
gamus, with orders to ravage the country ; and 
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he himself followed with another ps^rty* As 
soon as Filokales saw the Turks thus divided^ he 
sent troops to attack them separately ; tkiey ac- 
cordingly came up with and defeated the two 
first detachments, killing a great number of the 
men; but could not overtake either of tbe 
others. 

Some time after this event. Amir Saysan 
marched from the E^t, with a design to ravage 
Philadelphia and the maritime cities* The em- 
peror, on this advice, sent a small body of troops 
up the river Scamander to Endromit and Thra^ 
kesion, to await his orders. Gauras comnuoided 
at that time at Philadelphia, with a strong .g^ar- 
rison, and Mohastres at Pergamus. The armjr 
sent by the sultan of Khorasan, advanced in 
two bodies; one of them cmssed Mount Sinal^ 
and the other marched into Asia Minor. Gau* 
ras went out to meet these latter, and, comings 
up with them at Kelbiana, routed them. When 
the sultan, who had sent them, heard of thia 
defeat, he dispatched ambassadors to the em- 
peror, who, after he had put several questions 
to them concerning their master, concluded a 
peace. 

He had not been long at rest before he was • 
alarmed ^vith a new irruption of fifty thousand 
Turks from Anatdia, and even from Khorasan. • 
T^l^mperor, on this intelligence, passed the 
M^Hrom Constantinople to Damalis ; and, 
awugh afflicted with the gout, drove the chariot 
with his own hands. In three days he arrived at 
Aigyla, where he embarked for Civitot. As 
soon as he landed, he was informed that the 
commanders of the enemy had divided their 
forces into separate bodies. 
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Alexis eidered Kamitzes, governor of Nice, 
tb follow the Turks with five hundred men, to 
-watch their motions, but to avoid fighting. Th« 
g;ovenK>r came up with the sultan's army, and, 
forgetting^ his orders, attacked them with great 
imp^etuosity. The, enemy, having heard of the 
emperor's march, and, concluding that he had 
fidlen upon them with all his forces, betook 
themselves to flight ; but, being made sensible 
of their mistake by a prisoner, they rallied their 
forces ; and, having met with Kamitzes, who 
stayed to divide the spoil, instead of getting into 
Pamanene, attacked him at break of day : his 
soldiers all fled, excepting the Scythians, the' 
French, and a few Romans, who fought va- 
liantly ; but most of them being at length slain, 
and his own horse ]dlled,he sethis backagainstan 
oak, and managed his sword so efiectually, that 
he killed or wounded all who came within his 
reach. The Turks, surprised at his valour, 
and being desirous to preserve him. Amir Mo- 
hammed alighted off his horse, and, putting 
aside those who fought with him, said, " Give 
me your hand, and prefer life to death." Ka- 
mitzes, unable to resist such a multitude, gave 
his hand to Mohammed, who ordered him to be 
tied on horseback, that he might not escape. 

The emperor, discovering the road which the 
Turks had taken, took another. He passed by 
Nice ; then crossed Malagne and Basilicus, two 
very narrow passes of the mounudn Olympus. 
He afterwards marched to Aletines, and from 
thence to Aciocus, with a design to get before 
the enemy. There being informed that they 
were encamped in a valley full of reeds, where 
they thought themselves in no danger, he fell 
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i^n them ^fhh hisforces, killed a Tast Duxttlieri 
and took a great multitude prisoners ; the rest 
thought to escape^ by Ipng concealed among 
the thick reeds : the soldiers could not come at 
them, for that reason, and the mar^ness of the 
place : but Alexis ha^dng ordered the reeds at 
one end to be fired, the Turks flew from the 
flames into the hands of the Romans, who killed 
one half, and carried off the other. 

Amir Mohammed, hamg been joined by the 
Turkmans and some other people of Asia Mi- 
nor, a(^>eared at the same instant, to give the 
emperor battle ; and, though Alexis opened a 
' way for himself, by defeating those he pursued, 
yet Mohammed came up with the rear, com- 
manded by Aphelas and Tzipurcles, who, run- 
ning full speed against the Turks, Mohammed, 
who well knew how to make use of an advantage, 
finding them at a distance from their soldiers, 
ehotat their horses, which, falling, they were 
surrounded and slain. Nevertheless, his troops 
were put to flight by those left to guard the bag- 
g^age and the horses ; in which confusion Ka- 
mitzes made his escape. 

Alexis, returning, went to take the air at the 
pass'bf Maiagna, on the top of Mount Olym- 
pus, whither the empress came to him, fix)in the 
prince's isle : there being informed that the Turks 
were at hand, he marched towards Nice ; but 
the enemy, without waiting for him, fled. How- 
ever, being overtaken by two of his generals, 
who, from the top of the Germinian mountains, 
observed their motions, they were defeated. 

The emperor, being arrived at Fort Saint 
George, passed on to the town of Sagydeum, 
«nd thence to Heienopolis, where the empress 
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waited foi* a wind to return to Constantinoi>Ie. 
New« being presently brought of another irrup-^ 
ticm of the Turks, Alexis marched to Lopadion, 
and thence to Khio ; where, being informed that 
the enemy Were at Nice, he retired to Miskura ; 
but, understanding, afterwards, that they were 
imly flying parties, who appeared about that city 
and Doryleum, to observe his motions, and not 
tlunking himself yet sufficiently strong to follow 
them to Kogni, he turned towards Nicomedia* 
The enemy judging, by this motion, that he 
had no design to attack them, took their formef 
posts, and renewed their inclusions j a circum- 
stance which gave occasion to his enemies at 
court to reproach him with doing nothing, after 
having raised so considerable an army. 

When the spring was past, Alexis judged it 
time to march to Kogni : from Nice he passed 
to Gaita, and the bridge of Pithicus j then hav- 
ing, in three days, arrived in the vast plain of 
Doryleum, he reviewed his army, and contrived 
a new mediod of drawing lip his forces in order 
of battle. He found that the Turks did not fight 
like other people, joining their bucklers and bo- 
dies close together ; but divided their troops into 
a main body and two wings, like three different 
armies : that, when one was attacked, tlie others 
moved to its assistance with exti*eme order : that 
they did not make use of lances, like the French, 
but endeavoured to close their enemies, and kill 
them with arrows : that their usual way of fight- 
ing was at a distance : and, whether pursuing or 
pursued, they made use of the bow, which 3iey 
drew with such force and dexterity, that they 
never failed to pierce either the man who attacks 
cd them, or hi? horse. / 

Vol. X. . . E« 
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Fot this reason, the emperor ordered his array 
to be drawn up in such a manner that his soldiers 
should oppose their bucklers to the side which 
was exposed to the Turkish arrows ; and that 
others should direct their shafts to that side which 
the Turks uncovered in using their bows. Hav- 
ing arrived at Santabaris, he divided his forces^ 
Jn order to execute several different designs. 

The emperor was informed that Sultan Soli- 
man had set fire to all the forage through Asia 
Minor ; and that another army of Turks viras 
coming to oppose him: he consulted God, to 
know whether he should march towards Kogni, 
or give battle to the Turks, who were coming 
from Filomilion. Having written these two 
questions on two pieces of paper, he laid them, 
in the evening, on the altar, and spent the night 
in prayer. In the morning the bishop entered, 
and, taking up the first paper which came to 
hand, unfolded it, and read it aloud ; whereby 
he was determined to go to Filomilion. In the 
mean time, Bardas, having passed the bridge of 
Zompi, defeated a large body of Turks in the 
plain of Amorion, while another pillaged his 
camp. Being pressed hard afterwards, by a third 
party, the enemy came up entirely to rescue 
him. Alexis, having passed Mesonacte, near 
the lake of Forty Martyrs, arrived at Filomilion, 
which he took by storm : from hence he detach- 
ed divers parties, to ravage the towns and villa- 
ges about Kogni ; these brought away a great 
number of Turks, and a prodigious quantity of 
plunder : they were followed by infinite crowds 
. of peasants, who came to take refuge in the em- 
jperor's dominions* 

The emperor returning, in order of battle, for 
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a long time met with no Turks, although Mono- 
lykus kept on one side of him with some troops: 
but being arrived in the . plsdh, the enemy ap- 
peared. Monolykus, who was a man in years, 
and of great experience, began the attack, and 
continued it all the day, without making any im- 
pression on the Roman ranks. On the next day^, 
SuMan Khliziastlan arrived, and, though he was 
no less surprised at the new disposition of the 
Roman army than Monolykus, yet, being in tha 
heat of youth, he reproached that old man with 
his pusiUanimity. At the same instant, the sul- 
tan attacked the rear, and sent two bodies to fall 
on the van and one of the wings. 

The Turks fought with great intrepidity. An- 
dronicus Porphyrogcnitus, the emperor's sot), 
who commanded the left wing, was killed. Nt- 
cephorus Bryennius, who was at the head of the 
right, fearing the van would be defeated, ad** 
vanced to its assistance ; upon which, the Turks, 
with Sultan Khliziastlan, turned their b^^cks, 
and re-ascended the hills. As those who escap- 
ed fied different ways, the sultan, with his cup- 
bearer, got into a chapel, upon a mount planted 
with cypress, where they were followed by three 
Scythians, and a Greekj, who took the cup- 
bearer ; but Khliziastlan, not being known to 
them, had the good fortune to escape. In the 
night, the Turks assembled on the tops of hills; 
lighted a great number of fires, atid* howled like 
dogs. 

. On the next day, the baggage, women, and 
children being placed in the middle, the army 
marched towards Amprus ; but, on the way, 
the sultan, having assembled all his forces, in- 
closed, and attacked them courageously ; how- 
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rirer, he could not break their ranks, which stood 
as firm as a wall. Being vexed, and ashamed 
4hat he was not able to obtain any advantage 
against the. emperor, he held a council in the 
night, and, at break of day, sent to treat of 
peace. 

Alexis, who was then in the plain between 
Augustopolis and Aoronium, caused his may 
to hah^ and went to the place of interview, mth 
his reladons and chief officers, guarded by some 
soldiers : the sultan came presently after, accom-^ 
pamed by all his^ officers, with Monolykus at their 
head ; who, as soon as they came m sight, alight- 
ed, and saluted the emperor : the sultan woul& 
have dohe the same, but Alexis prevented him : 
however, when he was near, he alighted and 
kissed the foot of that praice, who {Mesented him 
his hand, and ordered a horae to be brought for 
him ; then taUng offhis mantle, he put it cm the 
sultan. After this ceremony, entering on the 
subject of peace, Alexis agreed that he should 
remain in possession of all the territories which 
the Turks possessed before the reign of Dio- 
genes, and the battle in which he was taken pri- 
soner. Next day, the sultan and his officers 
signed the treaty, and die emperor made them 
rich presents. 

While this affiiir was transacting, Alexis, hav-^ 
ing discovered that Masut had conspired to as- 
sassinate Sultan Saysan, his brother, he advised 
him to stay with him till the plot was blown 
over ; but, trusting in his own power, he resolv- 
ed to return, nor would so much as accept oi a 
guard to escort him to Xogni ; although he had 
been disconcerted by a remarkaUe dream : he 
bought a great swarm of flies surroimded him 
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while at dinner, and snatched the bread out of 
his hand ; and that when he went to drive them 
«way, they changed into lions. On the morning 
•after, he asked a Roman soldier the meaning of 
his dream ; who told him that the insults of 
the flies and lions seemed to denote a conspiracy 
of enemies. Nevertheless, the sultan would be- 
lieve nothing, but continued his journey with 
more obstinacy than before. 

However, he sent his spies abroad^ who, in- 
deed met with Masut at the head of an army ; 
but, havings espoused his interest, they went 
back, and told Saysan that they had seen no- 
body on the road ; so that the sultan, proceed- 
ing without any mistrust, fell into the snare. 
As soon as he came in sight, Gazi, son of the 
commander, Hassan Katuk, whom Saysan had 
put to death, set spurs to his horse, gave him a 
stroke with his lance, which Saysan snatching 
out of his hands, said, with an air of contempt, 
" I did not know that women carried arms-" 
Pulkheas, who was in his train, and held a cor- 
respondence with his brother Masut, pretending 
great zeal for his service, advised him to retire 
to Tyganion, a small city near Filomilion, where 
he was very kindly received by the inhabitants^ 
who knew he had made peace with the emperor, 
under whose obedience they were. 

Masut came presently after, and invested the 
place, on the walls of which Saysan appeared, 
and reproached his subjects with their perfidious- 
ness ; threatening them with the approach of 
the Romans, and a punishment suitable to their 
crime. These menaces were supported by the 
vigorous resistance made by the besieged. It 
wasLthen that Pulkheas discovered his treachery*; 
Ee2 
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tor J coouDg ifowQ from tbe waU, on pret^ice ^ 
encoun^;!!^ the iiihalMttfitft to defend the ^ace, 
ke asttosed them that there was a pow^ul anay^ 
on the road to assist ^ebe^^^ers} aad that they 
had no other way to |»ievent their b^^ ^un- 
deredy than to auirender «t discretion* The citi* 
zens fottowing his coiws^ delivered Saysm vtp 
to his enemies ; who havii^ had no insU\inaeiit 
With them fit ftxr the purpose, made use of acaa- 
dkstiqk) made red-hot, whioli was held before 
)ds eyes till he was deprived of ^ght* When he 
was brought to ILi^i, he declared to his foster- 
&ther that he could see. The foster-fiitiie]: uAd 
tlus circumstafioe to his wife, who kept the secret 
$o well, that it became pul^ in a few days ; and 
coming to the ears of Masut, it put him ia such 
a rage, Uiat he ordered Elgam, one of his com- 
maiKlers, to go and strangle his unhiqipy bro- 
ther. 

Although this account of Saysan is but lam^y 
introduced, and for want of seme distinguishing 
marks, he may seem to be a different person 
ffcmi Khltziastlan, yet from the circumstances 
of the whole, they app^u* clearly enough to be 
the same sultan, under two different names ; or 
rather that, through inadvertence in com[Mling 
from two different memoirs, the name oi Khli- 
ziastlan has been put in s<HQe places for that of 
Saysan. 

This event happaied about the year ef Christ, 
1116, so' that this sultsm must have reigned tea 
.years. He was succeeded by Masmad. 

The emperor, John Comnenus, who 

1116. flwccewied Alexis, finding that .the Turks, 

instead of keejang their treaties made 

with his lather, sacked several cities t^ Phrygian 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SELJtUElAKS. Sl9^ 

wasatcbed tugaamtr and defeated them. After 
"wbich action he toc^ Laodkea, and enclosed it 
vsntik waUs ; he then returned to Con8tantinq)le, 
Ipfiitgoon afbr departed, in order to recover So- 
zopdis m the same country* As the city was 
defended by a strong garrison^ and surrounded 
with predpicesy he ordered some troc^ to hover 
ftt a Stance, and shoot at the inhabitants. This 
stitttf^m^w them into the plain, as the em- 
peror expected ; and while they pursued ^tie Ro- 
mainsy who fled, they were cut off by an ambus* 
eade^ by which means the city fell into his hands* 
He likewise reduced sevend other places of 
smailerccxisequence ; then he invaded Armenia 
fkod Syria, talung in both several strong (daces, 
Kod <Hspersed the Turks in various pa^s (^ Asia* 
He suffered great inconvenience in the enemies' 
country, fkx^m the severe coid and wai^t of pro- 
visicMis, which destroyed most of the horses of his 
^irmy* Of this disaster the Tntks took advan- 
ti^;e, but being at length repulse^ tfie emperor 
returned to Neocsesarea, where he bad several 
skirmishes with them, but did not recover that 
city ; a miscarriage, which was owing in a great 
measure to John Comnenus, his bro&er Isaac's 
wxi ; who, resenting that his uncle s^iould order 
lum to give one of his horses to an Italiari, who 
had lost his own, joined the Turks,] and chang- 
ing his religion, married, as '4 was said, the 
daughter of Massud, at Kogni*Jf / 

In the course of the same year he marched into 
Phrygia, to Attalia, a &mous city, in order to 
repress the incursions of the Turks, who had, 
Amongst the rest, seized the Palus Pugusianus* 
This is a lake of vast extent, with many islands 
in it, whose inhabitants, by trading with the 
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enemy, had become so much their friends, thaJ^ 
they joined in opposing the emperor : but by 
means of vessels and engines, with which he bat- 
tered the isles, he reduced them at last, though 
ijot without the loss of some barks and men; 

While these things happened in the west, Mas- 
sud was not negligent in extending his dominions 
in the east. In the year 1 143, John Conmenus 
died, and was succeeded by his son Manuel. 
One of hii' first cares was, to march against the 
Turks, who were ravaging Thrace, and having 
put them to flight, he pushed on directly for 
Kogni, at which time Massud was gone to en- 
camp at Tazara. In behalf of her Either Mas-^ 
sud, the wife of John Comnenus^ harangued theia 
very ably from the walls of the city. The em- 
peror having reconnoitered the place, retired, 
but was forced to fight several battles on the 
road, in order to open a way back for his army. 

In the year 1 146, Conrade, emperor of Ger- 
many, and other Christian princes who had takea 
the cross, arrived at Constantinople, in their way 
to Syria, intending to pass through Lesser Asia. 
The Greeks were in such haste to get rid of them 
that their whole marine was employed to convey 
them over. The emperor Manuel took some 
care about their subsistence, but at the same 
time ordered ambuscades to be laid for them in 
the difficult passes ; by which means -a great 
number of them perished. The inhabitants of 
cities, in their march, instead of receiving and 
supplying them freely with provisions, shut their 
gates, and extorted from them exorbitant prices 
fcr such provisions as they thought fit to supply, 
in baskets lowered down from the top of their^ 
waJJs. There were even some who spoiled tb* 
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ilGUr^ and mixed it with lime* But it is not ceiv 
tain that all tliis was done by the emperor's order^ 
as was pretended ; although it was known that 
he had commanded base silver to be coined^ to 
pay them 1k>v the goods they sold* In a word^ 
there is no mischief which Manuel did not con- 
trive against them, that their posterity might, by 
the misfortune of their ancestors, he deterred 
from ever setting foot on Roman ground. 

The Germans and French had not marched 
few into Asia, before they were met by the 
Turkish army, commanded by one Pamplan^ 
^ho, excited by the letters of Manuel, and ani- 
mated by his example, attacked and defeated 
them. They afterwards appeared at the Mean« 
der, to oppose their passage ; but Conrade spun* 
Ting his horse into the river, his army followed } 
tod, passing over, fell on the Turks with such 
fiiry, that scarcely any escaped. The slaughter 
might be judged of by the vast mountains of 
bones in that place, which Nicetas had himself 
beheld with astonishment. The sam6 historian 
tells us, that after this glorious victory, the Gcp* 
mans met with no enemy to oppose them, duN 
ing the remainder of their march. But we are 
acquainted, by the western writers, who are best 
informed, that the disappearance of the enemy 
lasted only till the Franks came to Iconium, the 
capital of the Tuikish dominions in Lesser Asia. 
This city they closely invested ; but it was so 
strongly fortified both by nature and art, as well 
as bravely defended by the Turks, that though 
they lay a long time before the place, they made 
no progress in its reduction. At length, provi* 
6i(His &ling in their camp, such a mortality en« 
sued among the soldiers^ that the emperor Qoikr. 
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rade was glad to rsdse the siege, and rcturti \ 

home* The cause of this mortality, and mis- 
carriage of the whole expedition, is generally a»> ' 
cribed to the treachery of the Greeks, whom ' 
they charge with having betrayed the designs of 
the Christians to Sultan Massud. i 

Massud, at his death, divided his dominions 
and provinces among his sons. He gave to 
Kelej'Arslan his capital, Kogni, with the places 
depending on it : to his son-in-law, Jagupasan, i 

the cities of Amasia and Ancyra, with Cappado- 1 

cia : and to Dadun, the cities of Cscsarea and 
Sebaste* The three brothers did not live in uni* 
ty ; for the sultans of Kog^i and Cappadocia en- 
vying each other's possessions, carried their com- 
plaints before the emperor Manuel, who secretly 
widened the breach between them ; though he 
openly agreed to assist Js^pasan, through the 
aversion which he had to the sultan, a prince of 
a gloomy disposition, who studied the death of 
all his kmdred, and often made incursions on the 
Roman territories* 

. The sultan afterwards went to meet the em- 
peror on his return to Constantinople, from his 
expedition to the west, and was received with 
joy, as he imagined his presence would serve to 
settle his affairs in the east : a triumph was or- 
dered on that occasion ; but the people were so 
terrified with an earthquake, which threw down 
the best houses in the city, and darkened the air 
with vapours, that his pageantry was but little 
regarded* During the long stay which the sul- 
tan made at Constantinople, he often diverted 
himself with puUic shows. 

The emperor, who had made him considerable 
presents, carried him one day into his cabinet ; 
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and having shown him a great deal of gold and 
silver coin, wrought plate, splendid habits, and 
rich silks, displayed for that purpose, asked him 
which of these parcels he Wf)uld have ? The sul- 
tan said, he should receive with respect that 
which was agreeable to his majesty to give. 
Manuel then demanded if, with the money which 
he saw, he should be able to humble his ene- 
mies ? Khliziastlan answered, that he would have 
done \t long ago, in case he had been master of 
but part of that wealth. Then, said the empe- 
ror, I will give you the whole, that you may 
judge what a monarch possesses, who can make 
such magnificent presents. 

The sultan, charmed with such liberality, en- 
gaged tb restore to Manuel the city of Sebaste, 
with its dependencies. The emperor accepted 
the offer with joy, and promised to make him 
farther presents, provided he performed his en- 
gagements ; and to induce him to keep his word, 
sent Constantiue Gauras with the money and 
troops. But Khliziastlan was no sooner arrived 
at Kogni, than he ruined Sebaste, took Caesarea, 
drove Dadun out of his territories, and went in 
pursuit of Jagupasan, who died while he was 
raising forces to oppose his enemy. 

The emperor ordered the ambassador to re- 
proach the sultan, in his name, with his breach 
of faith and inconstancy : but Khliziastlan, far 
from paying any regard to his remonstrances, 
though he called him father, went to Laodicea, 
which, at that time, was not walled, and -carried 
off a great number of prisoners, as well as cattle, 
killing also many people, and amongst the rest, 
the bishop* The Turks committed other ra- 
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iRRges ; but Manuel restraiiied them^ and biiilt 
•everal forts to secure the frontiers. 

The sultan ha^ng received a reinforcement 
from Mesopotamia, sent an embassy to demand 
peace of the emperor, on his own terms ; wluchr 
all the persons <^ experience advised him to ac- 
cept; representing, that the cavalry of the Turks 
vm& invincible ; that they had seized the inac- 
cessible parts of the country ; and that a ccmta- 
l^s distemper already prevailed in the Roman 
army* But Manuel, suffering himself to be led 
by Ms relations, who had never been in a camp 
before, sent back the ambassador, without pro- 
posing any terms* The sultan having applied 
for peace a second time, and received no other 
answer than that the emperor would satisfy his 
demands when he came to Kogni, he prepared 
an ambuscade in the pass of Sybriza, through 
which the Romans were to march. 

It is a long valley, bounded on one side with 
high mountains, and on the other by deep pre- 
cipices. The emperor, instead of detaching a 
body of light troops to reconnoitre the country* 
and clear the way, divided his army into six bo- 
dies, and march^ behind the baggage, at the 
head of the fifth, which consisted of the flower 
of his troops. The two first corps passed the 
most dangerous places without any loss; be- 
cause they covered themselves with their buck- 
lers, and valiantiy fought the enemy, who at- 
tacked them from the tops of the rocks* For 
want of these precautions, the right wing, which 
made the thind body, was brc^Len and cut to 
pieces, with Baldwin^ the emperor's brother-in- 
law, who commanded them. The Turks, elated 
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with4iiis success, bkicked iip the pass entirely ; 
8o that the Romans could neither advance nor 
retreat : in a moment both men and horses were 
I^rced with infinite showers of arrows, which 
covered the ground with dead bodies* 

The enemy made great efforts to defeat the 
tnx^s which were about the emperor, who tried 
several times to repulse them, and open a pas* 
sage : but not being able to compass his design,^ 
he threw himself almost alone into the middle 
of them, and happily escaped, after he had re- 
ceived several wounds : about thirty arrows 
Were sticking in his buckler, and his casque was 
half beaten off. In the mean time the soldiers 
fell thick in the battle ; and those who escaped 
this fatal pass, perished in the valley* The 
whole defile consisted of seven vallies, one vriithin 
another, tlie entrance of which was pretty wide, 
and the exit very narrow. A violent wind hap* 
pening to^ raise clouds of dust, both parties 
fought for some tinae in the dark, killing indif^ 
ferently their friends and ft)es* However, a 
much greater number of the Romans were sLun 
than of the Turks, and chiefly the emperor's re- 
lations* 

When the storm was over, men were seen bu- 
ried up to the waist among dead bodies, extend- 
ing their arms, and imploring help with lament- 
able cries, without being able to obtdn any, 
from men who were in too much danger them- 
selves to think of assisting othci^* 

The emperor appeared alone, without his ar- 
mour-bearer or guards, resting himself under a 
wild pear-tree ; there was only one horseman 
who ofiered to assist him, and tried to refit hia 
head-piece. At the same time a Turk seized the 

Vol. X. F f 
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bridle of his horse, but he struck him d^ywn 
with a piece vrhich remidned of his lance* 
Others advancing to take him, he drove them 
off with the lance of the horseman who attend- 
ed him, killing one of them, while his assist- 
ant cut off the head of another with his sword.. 
Having been joined at length by ten Romans, he 
surmounted, with incredible fatigue^ the difficul- 
ties of the passes : theft crossing the river, and 
marching over dead bodies, he found ^ troop of 
his soldiers, who came up as soon as they saw 
him. He beheld in the way, John Cantacuze- 
nus, who had married his niece, fighting very 
valiantly, but at length killed and stripped upon 
the spot. Those who had slain him, perceiving 
the emperor, made a ring, closing iheir rankS) 
to surround him. They were mounted on barbsy 
well trainejd, which, among other ornaments, 
had long collars of hair, with little bells. Ma- 
"Tiuel, encouraging his men, repulsed the enemy 
vigorously, and still advancing, at length joined 
the first legions- 

Cpntostephanus and some others arrived in 
the evening. They passed the night in .the 
greatest anxiety, and accounted themselves no 
better than dead men, considering the dangers 
wliich suiTounded tfiem. What.temfied them 
tnost was to hear the Turks coursing round their 
camp, calling aloud! to their countiymen to quit 
it, for tbat the next morning they would put all 
to the sword. -The emperor hereupon conceived 
the design of flying privately, apd leaving his 
people to be slaughtered ; nor was he ashamed 
to own his intention to his friends, who were 
^led with indignation. 

A, soldier who was without the tent, and heard 
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^hskt he said} raising his voices cried out, ^ What 
a detestable diought has entered into the mind of 
the emperor!" Then addressing his speech to him, 
" Is it not you (said he) who have brought uS 
to perish here, under rocks which bruise us, and 
mountains which overwhelm us ? What have we 
to do in this valley of groans and teai^, in this 
descent to hell, in the midst of precipices and 
pits ? We have had no difference with these bar- 
barians who have enclosed us within this ghain 
of mountains : it is you who have led us to the 
slaughter to sacrifice us as victims." This bold 
speech touched the emperor, and induced him 
to submit to the necessity of the occasion. 

While no hope seemeid to be left for the Ro- 
mans, tlie sultan, by persuasion of the principal 
men of his court, who in time of peace received 
pensions and presents from the emperor, pro* 
posed to offer him terms of peace. However, 
the Turks, who knew nothing of their master's 
intentions, prepared at day-break to attack the 
camp. Twice the Romans made a sally to re- 
pulse them, without gaining any advantage. In 
the mean time, the sultan sent Gauras, who, 
having ordered hostilities to cease, and saluted 
the emperor after the Turkish fashion, presented 
him with a sword, and a horse which had a sil- 
ver bit, and was very well trained, making use 
of the most gentle words to comfort hian. Ob* 
serving that Manuel had on a black vest over 
his cuirass, he said, " That colour is not proper 
in time of war, and presages no good luck." 
The emperor smiling, gave him the vest, which 
was adorned with gold and purple. Afterwaitis 
he concluded and signed the peace. 

The emperor designed to avoid returning by 
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the field o£ battle ; but the guides broug^ hi&i 
directly through it, that he might bdiold at lei« 
sure the deplorable ^)ectacle. In short the val- 
leys and forests were covered, and every hollow 
filled, with dead bodies. The heads were ail 
scalped, and the privy parts cut off; a precau* 
tiou taken by the Turks, that the Christians 
might not be distinguished from the circum* 
cised, as weU as ta shew that the victory was 
theii*s« 

When the Romans had passed the streights of 
the mountains, they were attacked again by the 
Turks, who pursued them in parties^ and killed 
the sick and wounded, who "were not in a con- 
dition to defend themselves, notwithstanding all 
the care that could be taken to prevent these 
hostilities. It is said the sultan, repenting that 
he had let the prey slip out of his hands, had 
given his soldiers* liberty to commit those vio- 
knces, which continued till they reached Kone« 

The Turks afterwards besieged Claudiopolis ; 
find the emperor ran to its relief with incredible 
diligence, without any equipage besides his arms« 
He crossed Bithynia by the li^t of torches a 
he passed the nights without sleep ; and when 
iatigue and watching obliged him to take a little 
rest, he lay upon nothing but straw. At the 
news of his approach, the Turiks betook them- 
selves to flight, and the citiaens were filled with 
joy. 

Khliziastlan, who greatly feared the emperor 
Manuel, no sooner heard of his death, than he 
went and took Sozopolis ; and several provinces 
voluntarily submitted to him. This prince, who 
enjoyed a vigorous state of health, though up- 
-^rds of seventy years of age, understanding 
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that Andronicus was succeeded on the imperial 
throve by Isaac Angelas, sent Amir Sames with 
some horse, to make an irruption into Thrace^ 
from whence he returned with many prisoners, 
and much plunder : for the nations of the east 
allowed the Romans to remain no longer in re- 
pose than they made them presents, or p^d them 
an annual tiibute, which was the way of keep- 
ing them quiet used by the emperors of that age, 
who, in this respect, says Nicetas, were weaker 
than women, who handle nothing but the spindle 
and distaff* 

Although the Germsmts were masters of Kog- 
ni, they would not go into the city, but were con- 
tent to lodge in the suburbs, and there take the 
provisions which they wanted. The Turks, ap- 
prehending that the emperor intended to con- 
quer their country, endeavoured to gain his af- 
fection by false offers of service : but after he 
had received some of their children in hostage, 
he left their frontiers with guides, and continued 
his march into Armenia, where he was received 
with great honours. In a few days he proceed- 
ed to Antioch, and soon after was unfortunately 
drowned in passing a river.^ 

Alexis, who pretended to be the son of the 
emperor Manuel, disguised his imposture with 
so much art, that he imitated the true Alexis, 
even to the colour of his hair, and hesitation in 
his speech. He made his first appearance in the 
cities along the Meander : then going to Ar- 
male, discovered himself to a Roman, with 
whom he lodged, telling him that his father had 
ordered him to be thrown into the sea, but that 
he was saved by the compassion of the officers 
Vfho were charged with that cruel mandate. 
Ff2 
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Going to Kogni, he presented himself b^n» ^le 
M sultaEn, who had not then been driven fr^ia 
the throne, and had even the boldness to reproach 
him with ingratitude, not to be affected with the 
disgrace of the son of the emperor who had been 
his friend* Khliziastlan, deceived by some 
mariLS of resemblance which appeared in hi» 
face, made him presents, and gave him hopes* 

One day, boasting of his birth4n the presence 
of the Roman ambassador, the sultan asked the 
latter if he was sure that this pretender was Ma* 
nuel's son ? The ambassador answered, it was 
certain that the son of Manuel had been drown- 
ed, and that it was in vain for the impostor to in- 
vent a story which would meet with no credit* 
The felse Alexis was highly provoked at this 
answer ; and all the assistance he obtained from 
the sultan was only letters which permitted him 
to inlist soldiers j by this means he drew to his 
jMitty Almuras, Arsan, and other commanders 
accustomed to ra^nne* In a short time he ga- 
thered eight thousand men, with whom, by force 
or composition, he reduced many cities upon the 
Meander. 

Several generals, and lastly Alexis, the empe- 
ror's brother, were sent against him t but they 
could do nothing effectual, for fear of being be- 
trayed by their soldiers, who shewed more incli- 
nation to serve their pretender than their lawful 
emperor* Nor was the infection confined to the 
people only ; the priiicipal persons at court were 
pleased with this illusion : but while the power 
of this impostor increased every day, and he 
seemed to be in a fair way of compassing his de- 
sign, he was suddenly taken off by an unexpect- 
ed incident -, fen* having returned from Armale 
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t6 PiMje/ and drank more than usual, he was 
flfadn by a priest with his own sword. . When his 
bead was brought to the sebastocrator Alexis, 
lie pusiied back the k>ng hair with his horse-whip, 
and' smd, ^at it was not without reason that so 
xaany had been disposed to follow him. 

Kilij Arslan died in his capital in the yea? 
1192. 

This prince was grandson to the first of that 
name ; and distinguished himself not only by 
the wars which he carried on against his neigh* 
hours the Greeks, but also by his wisdom, jus- 
tice, and skill in governing his pec^le. He left 
his son, Gayathoddin Kay Khasraw, for his suc- 
cessor. 

Alexia Comnenus,' who succeeded Isaac in the 
empire, had scarcely been three months on the 
throne, before news arrived of another pretender, 
a Cilician, who had taken the name of Alexis, 
and was well received by the sultan of Ancyra, 
with a design to embarrass the emperor, and 
obliged him to buy l^s friendship, ^opolitus, 
the eunuch, who waSjse^ against him, being 
i^le to do nothing, he went in person, thinking 
to make an alliance with the Turks ; hot they 
refund to conclude a peace with him, unless he 
paid them dawn five Imndred pounds of coined 
silver, and three hundred every year, besides 
four hundred silk vests. Alexis having destroy- 
ed some forts, returned to Constantinople, after 
two months emjrfoyed in this expedition, leaving 
the pretender to encrease in power ; and doubt- 
less he would have done a great deal of mis- 
chief, if his throat had not been cut in the fort of 
Zangrb. 

However, the sultan of Ancyra carried on the 
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war, and besieged Diadibris with all his fcHx:es<* 
At the end of four months, troops arrived under 
three young chiefs, Theodore Uranus, Androni- 
cus Katakalon, and Theodore Kasanus ; but the 
Turks laying an ambuscade, attacked them at 
day-bi'eak, put them to fiight, killed a great num* 
ber, and among the prisoners, took two of the 
generals, whom they dragged, with their hands 
tied behind their backs, as a spectacle to the be- 
sieged. The inhabitants, discouraged at the 
sig^t, and being in great want of provisions, de- 
livered up the city, on condidon of having the 
liberty to retire with their families and effects* 
When the war had lasted a year and a halfj the 
emperor made peace with the sultan, and was. 
not ashamed to agree to the terms which he had 
refused before the place was besieged* 

Theodore Mang^afes, after his revolt at Phila- 
delphia, and peace made with the emperor, to 
avoid the attempts of Basilius Vataces, governor 
of Thrace, fled to Kay Khosraw, sultan of Kog- 
ni, and intreated him to supply him with troops' 
to make war upon the Romans. The sultan, in- 
stead of granting his request, only permitted him 
to assemble some Turks who lived by plunder*. 
Having collected a multitude of these, he in- 
• vaded the empire, doing incredible damages in 
Phrygia, especially about Yaodicea and Kone, 
and in Karia ; after which exploits he retired 
with abundance of prisonei's and cattle. The. 
emperor fearing that Mangafes might by his ad- 
vice corrupt that young prince, who had but 
lately succeeded his feither Kilij Arslan, sent 
ambassadors, who, by presents, prevailed on him 
to deliver up that refugee, on condition that he 
should not receive any jci^rporal punishments 
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This action of the sultan so displeased his bro- 
thers, who had divided with him their £aLther*s do* 
minions, that they would have made war upon 
him, if he had not appeased them, by alleging^ 
that he had not betrayed him, but only sent him 
back for the good of the state ; that he was a 
banished man whom he had settled again in his 
own countr)*^, that he might no longer persecute 
others, or be persecuted himself- 

Towards the end of the third year of his reign, 
Alexis, upon a very frivolous occasion, broke 
^he treaty which had been made with Kay KhoS- 
roes, sultan of Iconium* This prince stopped 
two horses which had been sent the emperor by 
the sultan of Alexandria ; and one of them hav- 
ing broken a leg in running, he sent to apologize 
for both those accidents, and promised to make 
satisfaction. 

Alexis, instead of being pacified with this ci- 
vil excuse, fiew into a rage, and threatened ven- 
geance ; but at last took revenge upon himself, 
by ordering the merchants from Kogni, Romans 
as well as Turks, to be seized, together with 
their effects^ which were soon squandered away. 

Kaykhosraw having made peace vrith Alexis, 
repaired to his court, dressed in a robe adorned 
with gold point, just as his &ther had done be- 
fore, to that of the emperor Manuel, during the 
disputes which he-had with his brothers, after the 
death of their father Massud ; but as Manuel as- 
sisted Kilij Arslan with forces beyond his hopes, 
Kaykhosraw received nothing from Alexis but 
common civilities. He had since returned to 
Kogni, when he was pursued by Rocnoddin, and 
forced to fly into Armenia, where he was kindly 
received by Leon, although formerly he had 
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been at war with him. That prince, howevefj 
i^rded him no assistance against his brother, 
with whom he said he was allied, because he 
foresaw that the war would be very bloody • Up- 
on this Kaykhosraw returned to the emperor, in 
hopes of being restored by his means ; but this 
second hope being as vain as the first, he conti- 
nued at Constantinople in a private condition. 
This revolution happened, according to the com- 
putation of the Greeks, in the year 1 198* 

. Rocnoddin Soliman having depnved his bro- 
ther Kaykhosraw of his share in the empire, in 
the ^same manner as he had expelled his other 
brothers, the whole became again united under 
one prince. 

Not long after this event, the emperor sent 
Constantine Frankopolis, with six gallies, into 
the Euxine Sea, under pretence of getting up 
the wreck of a ship which had been cast away 
near Kerasonts, in returning from the river Fa- 
sis : but in reaJity to rob the merchants who 
landed .their goods at Amintus. Fi*ankopolis 
following exactly the orders which he had re- 
ceived, spatted no vessel whatever ; plundering 
those which carried commodities to Constanti- 
nople, as well as those which had returned, with 
the price of such as they had sold in that port. 
They slew some of the merchants, and threw 
.them into the sea; the rest they pillaged in a 
shameful manner. These presented themselves 
before the emperor's palace, and entered the 
great church, with tapers in their hands, to de- 
jnand justice ; but theii* effects having been al- 
ready sold, and the money confiscate^y they 
could obtain no redress. 

• The merchants of Koniyah had recourse to 
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l^ocnodditiy who, by his ambassadors, demanded 
restitution of what had been taken from them, 
and at the same time proposed a treaty of peace* 
Tbe emperor laid all the blame on Frankopdis : 
however, the articles of peace at length taking 
place, Rocnoddin had fif^ minae of silver to sa- 
tisfy him and his subjects, beskles the promise of 
a yearly tribute. Some days after, Alexis was 
convicted of an attempt against the sultan's life ; 
for he had sent a very polite letter to that prince 
by a Kassian, whom he had bribed to assassinate 
him ; but the bravo being arrested, the plot was 
discovered, and the peace broken as soon ad 
made, which rupture occasioned the ruin of 
many cities of Anatolia. 

At the same time Michael, the natural son of 
John the sebastocrator, a froward and passion- 
ate young man, haying been sent to collect the 
taxes due from the province of Mylassa, revolted ; 
but b€ing defeated, fled to Rocnoddin, who re* 
ceived him very civilly, and supplied him with 
troops, with which he plundered the cities about 
the Meander, and committed horrible cruelties. 

Great disputes were excited between Roc- 
noddin and his brother Kay Khosraw, but at 
length peace was concluded between them ; and 
Rocnoddin, after he had reigned twenty-four 
years, died, and was succeeded by his son Kilij 
Arslan III : but as soon as his uncle . ^ 
Khosraw heard that^ his brother was j* ' 
dead, he left the castle, where he resided, 
near Constantinople, and, posting to Koniyah, 
seized the young king ; took possession of the 
city ; stripped him of the rest of his dominions ; 
and ascended the throne himself Tor the second 
time. 
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Soon after tMs, Kfaosmw laid riege to 4t6 
dty o€ Attalia, imaging that it iims not in a 
c<m(titioDof defendinj^'itself : in Htmj hoi«eYer^ 
he was mistaken, and obUged to retke, after he 
had been six days before the place. 

Khosraw, after the death of Soliman, united 
under his authority the whole country of Ico* 
nium. Having become a powerful monarchy 
he took up arms against the Gpeek emperdr^ 
Lascaris ; not the same who had replaced the 
diadem on his head. The two jMinces met in 
battle ; and Khosraw, whose strength was ex- 
traordinary, rushed towards Lascaris, stunned 
him with a blow of his mace, and dashed him 
to the ground. The Greek, in felling, drew his 
sword : the Turk, darting on him a contemptu- 
* ous look, ordered his people to carry him off 
the field ; but, as he turned his back, Lascaris, 
who had recovered ftx)m the shock, hamstrung 
Khosraw's horse. The animal reared and fel£ 
In that instant Lascaris thrust his sword into 
the sultan's body, cut off his head, and fixed it 
on the point of a lance. The Turks, terrified at 
thi's spectecle, fied, and abandoned the victory 
to the enemy. His sons, Kaykaws and Kacko^ 
bad successively filled the throne. 

_ Of Kaykaws very little is mendoned, 
liio. except that, after having reigned a single 
year, he died of a consumption in fiie 
lungs. Kaibobad reigned seventeen or eighteen 
years, and has left behind him the character of 
a pi*udent and sagacious prince. He kept a 
very strict eye over his nobles and dependants. 
He was serious in his exterior, and possessed 
great firmness of mind. He is known to Euro* 
pean writers under the title of Aladin h whd 
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acqmred Tbxae reputation than all the sultans of 
his race, and passed for one of the greatest 
princes of his time* He generally gsdned some 
advantages in all the wars in which he was en^ 
gaged ; but was^ at last, obliged to acknowledge 
the Moguls for his mastei's. He died suddenly, 
at a great feast which he made for his nobles 
and dependants, just as he was boasting of the 
extent of his dominions and the greatness of his 
power. 

It was under this sultan that botii Ortogrol 
and Othman, his son, founder of the present 
Ottoman race and empire, served with their fol- 
lowers, and laid the foundation of their future 
greatness. 

Aladin being dead, the princes took ^ 
the oath of fidelity to his son, Gayatho- '^[ 
din Kay Khosraw* In a very short time 
after, ihe Moguls advanced, with a design t6 
invade the Rumean territories ; but, on Gayo- 
tiM)din sending forces into Armenia, they thought 
|m>per to desist. 
> At this time a Turkman prophet, called Baba, 
s^ipeared at Amasia, who drew after him mul- 
titudes of people by the strange tricks which he 
had performed, in order to deceive them. He 
sent Isaak, a disciple, in a doctor's gown, through 
the country, to make proselytes, who succeeded 
so well, that he collected an army of seven tliou- 
sand horse and foot. Thus strengthened, they 
began to propagate their doctrines by force, 
making war upon all who would not say, " there 
is no God but Gk)d Baba, the apostle of God." 
They slew a great number of the inhabitants, 
both Mohammedans and Christians, who refused 
to follow them ; they likewise routed all the 
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ttyx)ps which opposed - them in their way to 
Ama«a. 

Gayathodin sent an army against them, in 
which was a body of Franks ; but the Mussul- 
men giving way through fear, the Franks placed 
themselves in the front of the battle, and, mak- 
ing a vigorous attack, put the rebels to fiight^ 
and killed every man. The two doctors, Baba 
and Isaak, were taken alive, and put to death. 

Gayadiodin marched towards the Moguls^ 
with a great number of men and militaiy stores* 
The two armies met, but, on the first attack, the 
sultan's forces turned their backs and fled. The 
sultan, astonished at the event, likewise fled to 
Csesarea, carrying with him his wives and chil- 
dren. 

The Moguls, no less surprised at the flight of 
the enemy, kept themselves quiet all that day, 
suspecting it was only an artifice to draw them 
into ambuscades ; but, as soon as they were inr 
formed of the truth of the matter, they pur- 
sued them to Csesarea, where the citizens oppos- 
ed them for a short time ; but at length the 
Moguls, taking the place by storm, put the 
principal inhabitants to the sword, torturing 
them, in order to discover their riches. 

After this exploit, they returned, canyihg 
with them their women and children, without 
entering farther into the sultan's dominions ; 
and the sultan, finding himself in no condition 
to oppose the enemy, sent ambassadors to de- 
sire peace, which was granted him, on condition 
that he should annually pay a large tribute in 
money, vests, horses, and other things of value. 

Gayathodin sent an army to besiege Tarsus ; 
but, as they were on the point of taking it, news 
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nfiived of liis deaths upon which they retired 
■from before the city in autumn, when there fell 
very heavy rains. 

This prince indulged himself in wine, was idl« 
and loquacious. He led a life very unbecoming 
his dignity, giving way to pernicious pursuits. 
He married the daughter of the king of the 
Georgians, who, however, he loved to such a 
degree, that he had her image stamped upon his 
coin. The reverse of some was a lion, with the 
sun over its head. The astrologers told him, 
that in case he had the figures engraved which 
represented his horoscope, he should succeed in 
all his designs. 

He left three s(»is, Azzodin, Rocnoddin, and 
Aladin. He declared the eldest his successor, 
appointing for his tutor and atabeck, Kortay, a 
person of great integrity and rigid chastity. 
, Azzodin having succeeded, by his fa- 
ther's appointment, the great officers and '^* ^' 
nobles took the oath of fidelity, and he ^^^^' , 
was prayed ior in the pulpits. In the next year 
ambassadors came from the great khan at Oktay, 
requii-ing the sultan to come and pay him hom- 
age ; but he excused himself, alleging, that as 
both the Greek and Armenian kings were his 
enemies, they would seize the dominions in his 
absence. He therefore loaded the ambassadors 
with presents, and sent them away. 

Some years after, several other ambassadors 
came in succession to sultan Azzodin, requiring 
him to go and pay homage to Mangukhan. He 
accordingly set out ; but hearing at Siwas that 
the <uiiera or chiefe were inclined to place Roc- 
noddin on his throne, he returned in haste to 
Koniyah, and dispatchec). Alaoddin in bis room 
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with letters, setting forth, that he had sent his 
brother, who was no less king than himsetf, but 
that he could not come, because his atabecii 
Kortay was dead, and his enemies; to tiie west, 
were at war with him : however, that when he 
was delivered from the fears of them, he would 
wait on the khan in person. Alaoddin accord* 
ingly set out, but died on the way, before he 
reached the place* where the khan was en- 
camped. 

Azzodin, conceiving that he should never be 
safe while his brother Rocnoddin lived, ^resolved 
to put him te death. This design being disco- 
vered, the omera contrived his escape : they^ 
dressed him in the apparel of a cook's boy, and, 
putting a bowl, with meat in it^ on his headf 
sent him out of the palace and castle, along with 
certain boys, who carried victuals to a. neight 
bounng house ; then setting him on horseback, 
they conducted him to Kaysariyah, where a 
great number of omeras repsdring to him, they 
got together an army, and marched toward 
Koni^'ah against Azzodin ; but the sultaa^ 
mai*chtng out with what troops he had OEkbout 
him, put them to flight ; and Rocnoddin being 
taken priscmer, was confined in the castle dt 
Dawalu. 

In the foUowihg year, Bayeju Nowayn sent a 
messenger to Sultan Azzodin, requiring some 
place to ^nter in with his troops , Imt die suHan, , 
instead of complying with his request, pretended 
that he had deserted from his prince ; and, col* 
lecting forces, gave him battle. However, Az- 
zodin being defeated, Bayeju took his brother 
out of prison, and put hitn in possession of a9 
thellumean dominions* 
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Hidaku sent for Azzodin, sultan of the Rums, 
and his brother Rocnoddin, who, obeying his 
summons, he went tp meet them, expres^g 
great satisfaction at their coming : then he or- 
dered Azzodin to reign over the country from 
Kaysariyah to the borders of Greater Armenia ; 
imd Rocnoddin to command from Akfera to the 
sea coast, bounding the territories of the Franks* 
After^ this appointment, he began his march for 
Syria ; and, when he drew near the Euphrates, 
the two brothers, taking their leave, returned 
with joy to their own dominions* 

In the reigns of these two sultans, the Roman 
empire seems to have been free from the depre- 
dations of the Turks $ it began to be invaded by 
tiiem with greater fury than ever ; not so much 
from inclination, which governed their former 
invasions, as necessity, which obliged them to 
it in their own defence : for, as the dissensions 
between the two brothers gave encouragement 
to the governors towards the borders of th^Sek 
jukian dominions to declare themselves inde^ 
pendent, so, on the invasion of the Moguls, the 
Turks, to avoid ^em, retired westward, in great 
multitudes, under different commanders; whO) 
the better to secure themselves against those 
formidable enemies, and gain new possessions in 
the place of those they had abandoned, fell, with 
afi their force at once, on every side of the Ro-« 
man territories in Asia, which then were in a 
most defenceless state ; and, in the compass of 
a few years, subdued the whole. 

As the sultanship of Iconium was' formed 
from the wreck of the Ck»istantinopditan em* 
pire, and the impotence of the Greek princes, 
agitatedasthey were by interior revolts, to af« 
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ford sQccpur to their subjects of Aua Minor ; so 
likewise the niin of this latter kingdom was ef**- 
fected by the incessant contests between relatives^ 
fathers, children, uncles, couuns, each aspirings 
to the sovereignty ; hence it became an easy prejr 
to a foreign eneniy. We have already observed, 
that the Turkish dynasty of Ottomans began 
under Kaikabad* During the reign of his son 
Khosraw II, appeared the Mogul Tartars, who 
shortly after acquired sufficient authority to sum- 
mon the Iconium sultans to their court, and im* 
pose commands on them which they durst not 
disobey. These unhappy princes engaged the 
Greek emperors to espouse their cause ; but their 
assistance wa& interested, and serv^ rather to 
weaken than support their measures* This 
wretched country was alternately torn to pieces 
by Greeks, Turks, adventurers of every nation 
and the princes of the Seljukian dynasty, who 
continued to give the title to the kingdom, but 
who^njoyed so little {>ower, that interregnums 
were frequent, one of which lasted for nineteen 
years. In process of time, the afiairs of the Sel- 
jukian princes became so desperate, that they 
only held their territory as tributaries to the Mo- 
gul khans. Among the commanders who head* 
ed difibrent armies of the Turi&s, and invaded 
the empire in different parts at the same time, 
Othman was one, who, from a small beginning, 
in a few years, laid the foundation of a mighty 
empire, which rose out of the Seljukian dynasty* 
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